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DISTRICT    OF     MASSACHUSETTS,    TO    WIT  : 

BE  it  remembered,  That  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1813, 
and  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  Ebenezer  Merriam  of  the  said  district,  has  depos- 
ited in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  he  claims  as 
proprietor,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"The  LIFE  OF  THE  LATE  Gen.  WILLIAM  EATON  ;  sever- 
al YEARS  AN  OFFICER  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES'  ARM  Y,  CONSUL 
AT  THE  REGENCY  OF  TUNIS  ON  THE  COAST  OF  BARBARY,  AND 
COMMANDER  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  AND  OTHER  FORCES  THAT 
MARCHED  FROM  EGYPT  THROUGH  THE  DESERT  OF  BARCA,  IN 
1805,  AND  CONQUERED  THE  CITY  OF  DERNE,  WHICH  LED  TO 
THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 
THE  REGENCY  OF  TRIPOLI  :  PRINCIPALLY  COLLECTED  FROM 
HIS    CORRESPONDENCE    AND    OTHER    MANUSCRIPTS." 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Congressof  the  United  States,  intitled, 
'*  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies 
of  Maps,  Charts,  and  Books,  to  the  Authors  and  Proprietors  of  such 
copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  also,  to  an  act,  intitled 
****  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  intitled,  an  act  for  the  encouragement 
of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts,  and  Books,  to  the 
authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  Arts  of  Designing, 
Engraving,  and  Etching  Historical,  and  other  Prints." 

WILLIAM  S.  SHAW, 
Clerk  of  the  District  ot  Massachusetts. 
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THE  COMPILER'S  PRET'ACE 

Gen.  Eaton  expired,  June  1st,  1811.  Shortly  after  his 
ti-ecease,  several  gentlemen,  who  having  a  just,  entertained  a  Ifigh  o- 
pinion  of  his  talents  and  services,  expressed  a  wish  to  see  a  history  of 
his  life  and  atchievments,  believing  that  in  his  numerous  manuscripts 
there  were  ample  materials,  by  judicious  selection,  for  a  biography  of  his. 
life  and  a  relation  of  its  principal  events,  that  were  worthy  preserva- 
tion :  hoping  at  the  same  time  that  a  volume  might  be  published  of 
sufficient  interest  to  defray  the  expense  of  publication,  and  perhaps 
yield  a  profit  that  might  do  much  towards  educating  his  orphan  chil- 
dren. Major  Amos  Paine  of  Woodstock,  (Con.)  the  husband  of  a 
sister  of  Gen.  Eaton,  from  regard  to  the  family,  and  solely  with 
a  hope  of  rendering  it  a  service,  offered  to  risque  the  expense  of  pub- 
lication. Having  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Eaton,  and  with 
much  of  his  public  life,  trusting,  perhaps  too  much,  to  my  judgment 
and  fitness  for  the  undertaking,  Mr.  Paine  requested  me  to  make  the 
desired  selections,  and  superintend  the  work.  Being  under  obliga- 
tions to  spend  the  ensuing  winter  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  there 
not  being  sufhcient  time  for  the  executionof  the  work  before  the  win- 
ter, it  was  agreed  to  defer  it  till  the  next  spring.  A  disappointment  in 
procuring  paper  delayed  the  commencement  of  the  printing  till  late  in 
the  autumn  of  the  last  year.  If  however  the  volume  contains 
amusement,  instruction  or  interest,  this  delay  can  have  no  essential  ef- 
fect in  its  sale. — These  particulars  are  mentioned  merely  to  account 
fo;r  the  lateness  of  a  volume  so  long  before  announced. 


iv  PREFACE. 

Of  the  greater  part  of  his  life  Gen.  Eaton  kept  a  journal :  he  pre- 
served copies  of  all  his  official,  and  most  of  his  private  letters  :  a  doz- 
en volumes  of  the  size  of  this  would  not  contain  the  whole.  To  ex- 
amine and  collect,  Irom  such  a  mass  of  papers,  what  is  most  interest- 
ing ;  and  at  the  same  time  so  to  connect  it,  so  as  to  afford,  from  his  own 
pen,  a  relation  of  his  life  and  its  principal  transactions,  has  been  a  diffi- 
cult and  laborious  undertaking.  Some  things  are  perhaps  omitted 
which  many  would  deem  of  more  importance  than  others  which  are 
inserted  ;  and  some  things  are  inserted  which  others  may  consider  of 
little  value.  To  please  all  was  an  impracticable  task*  Having  no  one 
to  consult ;  no  guide  but  my  own  very  fallible  judgment ;  censure  of 
that  judgment  is  to  be  expected  ;  but  censure  of  its  faithful  exercise 
would  be  most  unmerited. 

Not  having  it  at  all  times  in  my  power  to  examine  the  proof  sheets  it 
is  probable  that  some  small  errors  of  the  press  may  be  discovered  j 
some  perhaps  have  escaped  ;jiy  own  attention  :  nothing  I  trust  howev- 
er of  importance. 

I  at  first  intended  to  divide  the  work  into  chapters  ;  but  finding 
that  such  division  must  be  entirely  arbitrary,  and  that  no  advantage 
could  arise  from  It ;  it  was  deemed  advisable  rather  to  leave  the 
whole  to  such  pauses  as  the  dates  or  transactions  naturally  suggest. 

An  insertion  of  the  list  of  Subscribers    was  intended  ;   but  it  has 

been  found  impracticable  to  obtain  in  season  the  different  subscription 

papers  issued,  a  few  in  the   neighborhood  excepted  :    hence,   and  the 

insertion  being  considered  of  little  importance,  it  has  been  thought 

Unneccssay  to  delay  the  publication    for  an  object  of  such    minor 

consequence. 

The  editor. 

SrookfieUj  A^rll  ^Qfb,  1815 
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Gen  WILLIAM  EATON; 


Together  wttii  some  of  his  COIIUESPOJS'*!)- 
EJyCEASD  oTHEii  WRITLVUS, 


THAT  bio2;rapliy  which  is  diciated  hy  tlie 
partiality  of  friendship,  or  is  distorted  by  unfriendly 
prepossessions  ;  whi^h  in  vivid  coh)rs  pourtrays  on- 
ly the  virtues,  or  Avitli  rancorous  exultation  displays 
only  the  shades  of  departed  excellence ;  while  it 
violates  the  sanctity  of  truth,  ecpsally  disa])poin(s  tlie 
expectations  of  honest  curiosity,  and  encour;ji^-es  tlie 
extension  of  incertitude  and  perversion.  The  public 
have  a  just  claim  on  the  man  v,  ho  professes  to  exhibit 
the  character  of  the  deceased  :  it  claims  a  faithful 
likeness  drawn  by  the  pencil  of  truth.  The  old 
precept  %N*il  de  mortuis  nisi  bouiim,  was  never  in- 
tended for  history  or  biography  :  adhesion  to  such  a 
dictate  v*  ould  effectually  destroy  tlie  value  of  both. 

Nor  can  the  delineation  of  the  character,  and  rela- 
tion of  the  actions,  of  an  individual,  be  of  utility  to 
the  reader,  where  are  discovered  only  the  amiable  and 
exalted  traits  ;  and  where  only  the  brilliant  exploits 
are  exhibited.  It  is  not  less  necessary  to  show  the 
foibles  and  deviations  from  duty,  than  the  virtues  and 
)neritorious   atchievements  ;  that  the  former  may  be 
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produced  for  avoidance,  and  the  latter  displayed  for 
imitation. 

The  subject  of  tliese  memoirs,  'William  Eaton, 
was  born  at  Woodstock^  Connecticut^  February  S3d, . 
17^4^.     He   was  the   second  son   of  Mr.   Nathan  dl 
and  Mrs.  Sarah  Eaton.     His  father  died  Nov.  S3d, 
1804^ :  his  mother  is  still  alive.     His  father  was  a  . 
plain  farmer,  who  supported  his  family  by  manual 
industry,   and,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  by  keeping 
school   during  the  winter  season,  for  which  he  was 
qualified  by  more  than  ordinary  school  acquirements. 
He  had  a  large  family  for  whom  to  provide,  having 
had  thirteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living. 

William  early  discovered  intellectual  vigor  and 
eccentricity.  To  labor  he  was  extremely  averse  in 
his  boyhood  ;  a  book,  a  pen  and  a  gun,  heing  his  con- 
stant delight.  Of  his  father  he  learnt  to  read  and 
write,  and  made  considerable  progress  in  arithmetic. 
When  compelled  to  work  in  the  field  or  the  woods, 
he  usually  concealed  a  book  in  his  pocket  or  hid  it 
in  the  field,  for  the  perusal  of  which  he  left  his  work 
when  not  overseen,  and  during^  the  intervals  of  la- 
bor. 

He  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents removed  from  Woodstock  to  Mansfield. 
While  a  boy,  in  this  town,  such  was  his  fearless  and 
adventurous  spirit  that  he  several  times  was  near 
losing  his  life  by  his  daring  carelessness.  Returning 
one  Sunday  from  public  worship,  he  climbed  a  cher- 
ry tree  that  stood  beside  the  way,  from  which  he  fell, 
and  dislocated  his  shoulder  ;  and  such  was  the  con- 
cussion, owing  to  the  height  whence  he  fell,  that  he 
was  deprived  of  his  reason  for  several  days.  The 
first  appearance  of  returning  rationality  was  noticed 
on  the  succeeding  Wednesday.  A  neighbor,  a  tanner 
by  trade,  sitting  by  his  bedside,  asked  him  if  he  lov- 
ed cherries.  "  Do  you  love  hides  ?''  w?vS  the  re- 
sponsive quere. 

When  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  Avithout  the  con- 
sent or  even  knowledge  of  his  parents,  or  the  com- 
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ittiiinicatioii  of  his  intentions  to  any  onc^  he  eloped, 
from  home^  and  enlisted  in  the  army.  He  here  con- 
tinued upwards  of  a  year,  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
in  the  capacity  of  a  waiter  to  Major  Dennie,  of  the 
Connecticut  troops. 

Becoming  ill  in  health  he  obtained  liberty  to  re- 
turn to  Connecticut :  But,  on  his  journey  home,  he 
became  so  lame  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed,  when 
within  about  two  days  journey  of  Mansfield.  Being 
without  friends,  he  supported  himself  in  the  family  of 
a  farmer,  by  mending  old  chaiis.  After  remaining 
here  three  weeks,  his  father,  having  learned  where 
he  was,  came  for  him,  and  offered  to  pay  tlie  farmer 
for  his  board.  The  farmer  however  refused  any 
remuneration  ;  declaring  that  tiie  mending  of  chairs, 
and  the  instruction  he  had  given  his  children,  were 
sufficient  recompence  ;  and  he  should  be  very  willing 
to  board  him  much  longer,  merely  for  his  good  com- 
pany. 

William,  however  was  not  long  contented  at 
home  ;  and,  on  the  recovery  of  his  health,  again 
joined  the  army  ;  in  which  he  continued  till  the  first 
of  April  17^3,  Avlien  he  was  regularly  discharged, 
having  been  some  time  before  promoted  to  a  ser- 
geant's birth. 

He  continued  with  his  parents  till  September, 
1784,  when  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  latin  lan- 
guage, under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nott  of 
FranJclm.  In  the  winter  he  commenced  the  study 
of  the  Greek  language.    . 

In  the  summer  of  178^^  bis  mind  Avas  most  seri- 
ously affected  with  religious  impressions,  and  he  was 
regularly  propounded  and  admitted  to  membership  in 
the  church  of  that  place. 

In  October  of  the  same  year  he  proceeded  to  Han- 
over (N.  H.)  and  was  admitted  a  Freshman  in 
Dartmouth  College,  with  permission  to  remain  ab- 
sent during  the  ensuing  winter.  Such  liberty  being 
at  that  time  frequently  granted  to  students  in  indigent 
circumstances,  with  the  expectation  that  while  em- 
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ployed  in  teaching  school  for  the  purpose  of  replen- 
ishing their  purse^  those  to  whom  sucii  indulgence 
is  given,  would  attend  to  the  studies  pursued  by 
their  classmates  at  the  University,  and  be  pre- 
pared for  examination  and  re- entrance  into  their  class. 
Eaton  however,  in  consequence  of  certain  embarrass- 
ments at  home,  and  devotion  of  most  of  his  time  to 
school  keeping,  received  no  advantage  from  his  ad- 
mittance in  1785 y  as  he  was  again  admitted,  in  May 
1787?  a  member  of  the  Freshman  class. 

In  November  1785,  he  commenced  a  school  in  a 
parish  of  Windham,  calhrd  Scotland,  devoting  how- 
ever a  part  of  his  time  to  his  college  studies  under 
the  tuition  of  the  Hev.  Mr.  Coc.gswell.  Here  he 
continued  till  the  1st  of  June  1786:  When  he  re- 
turned to  liis  parents  in  Mansfield,  laboring  on  the 
farm  a  part  of  the  time,  and  devoting  a  part  to  the 
pursuit  of  his  studies,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Welch  of  Mansfield  ;  a  gentleman  for  whom 
he  ever  after  entertained  the  highest  respect. 

In  November  he  re-commenced  his  school  in 
Windham  ;  in  which  he  continued  till  the  ensuing 
March.  1787. 

In  May,  1787?  ^vitli  his  staft*  over  his  slioulder,  on 
which  was  suspended  his  pack,  containing  a  change 
of  linen,  and  a  few  trinkets,  which  he  expected  to 
sell  on  his  journey,  and  with  one  pistareen  only  of 
ready  money,  he  started  on  foot  from  jVlansfield,  to 
re2:ain  admittance  at  Dartmouth  College.  Arrivins: 
at  Northfiehl  his  money  was  all  expended  ;  his  spir- 
its were  depressed ;  and  he  gave  himself  up  to  tears 
for  seVeral  hours.  At  length,  resuming  courage,  he 
ventured  to  offer  his  pins,  needles  &c.  for  sale  :  and, 
with  the  avails  and  charitable  assistance  on  the  road, 
was  enabled  to  reach  Hanover.  Producing  a  letter 
of  recommendation  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nott  to  Pres- 
ident Wheelock,  he  was  by  that  gentleman  treated 
with  great  kindness  ;  was  examined,  and  joined  the 
Freshman  class,  then  in  their  last  quarter. 
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From  the  1^  of  January,  to  the  1st  of  May  I788, 
he  taught  a  school  in  Windsor  (Yt.)  and  then  return- 
ed to  Hanover. 

July  4th^  by  appointment^  he  sustained  a  part  in  a 
dramatic  performance^  in  an  exhibition  ordered  for 
that  day,  by  the  authority  of  tlie  Colle«;e. 

Aware  of  the  necessity  of  every  exertion  that 
could  be  made  to  enable  him  to  maintain  himself 
through  his  academic  course,  he  pursued  his  studies 
with  the  most  unremitting  industry,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve his  standing,  yet  be  ena])led  to  devote  a  great 
part  of  his  time  to  schoid  keeping.  Excessive  ap- 
plication impaired  his  health,  and  he  was  attacked 
with  a  hectic  fever.  His  pin  sician  advised  him  to 
suspend  his  studies  :  to  which  advice  however  he 
did  not  yield  till  competed  by  disease.  By  a  jour- 
ney to  Windsor,  attention  to  his  comydaint  while 
there,  and  refraining  from  study,  he  gradually  recov- 
ered his  health  and  strengtii. 

In  November  he  commenced  a  school  in  that 
town,  devoting  all  his  spare  hours  to  the  prosecution 
of  his  studies,  not  unfref|uently  trimming  his  lamp 
till  the  grey  dawn  reminded  him  of  the  necessity  of 
sleep.  Here  he  continued  till  May  1789^  when  he 
rejoined  his  class. 

In  September  he  re-commenced  his  school  in 
Windsor,  and  continued  in  it  till  May  1790,  where 
he  remained  till  the  collegiate  exercises  of  the  Sen- 
ior class  were  closed.  After  a  iourney  to  C^onnect- 
icut,  he  returned  to  Hanover  and  took  liis  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  at  Commencement,  Aug.  25th. 
His  performance  was  a  ])oetic  dialogue,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  classmate  Wm.  Jackson.  [Of  this 
performance  I  find  no  trace  among  his  papers.] 

The  ensuing  December  he  agaki  opened  a  school 
in  Windsor,  in  which  he  continued  till  Aug.  1791^ 
when  he  quitted  the  business  of  a  pedagogue. 

In  October  he  w\as  chosen  Clerk  to  the  House  of 
I)ele£:ates  for  the  State  of  Vermont. 


14  LIFE    OF 

During  the  next  winter  lie  made  a  visit  to  Con- 
necticut. He  had  a  brother,  Mr.  Calvin  Eaton, 
vrho  at  that  time  resided  in  Brimfield,  (Mass.)  whom 
he  visited  on  his  journey.  He  had  been  previously 
partially  acquainted  with  the  family  of  the  Hon. 
Timothy  Danielson  of  that  town ;  a  gentleman  of 
liberal  education,  who  had  sustained  several  import- 
ant civil  and  military  offices,  and  who  was  most 
highly  respected  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance.  Gen.  Danielson  at  his  decease  left  a 
widow,  then  about  twenty  five  years  of  age,  with 
whom  Mr.  Eaton  renewed  his  acquaintance. 

In  March,  179S,  he  received  official  information 
of  his  having  been  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  appointment  he  ac- 
cepted. This  appointment,  I  have  been  informed, 
was  procured  partly,  if  not  mostly,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Bradley. 
now,  and  for  many  years  past  a  Senator  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  from  Vermont. 

Agreeably  to  orders  from  the  war  department,  in 
May,  he  proceeded  to  Bennington,  (Tt.)  and  took 
charge  of  the  recruits  that  had  been  raised  by  his 
Ensign,  Charles  Hyde,  and  commenced  himself 
the  recruhing  service. 

In  July  lie  took  the  three  first  degrees  in  Free- 
masonry in  the  North  Star  Lodge  at  Manchester. 

Some  of  his  soldiers  having  deserted,  Capt.  Eaton 
pursued  them,  taking  himself  the  rout  to  Windham, 
(Ct.)  and  ordering  a  sergeant  to  Windsor,  (Vt.) 
After  spending  a  short  time  in  Brimfield,  he  was 
married,  at  Union,  (Ct.)  on  the  21st  of  August,  to 
Mrs.  Eliza  Danielson  ;  and  immediately  departed 
for  Windsor,  where  he  found  his  sergeant  witli  the 
deserters. 

Having  received  marching  orders,  he  proceeded, 
in  September,  to  Albany  with  his  company,  thence 
to  New-York  and  Philadelphia.  Being  here  joined 
by  some  other  troops  lie  was  ordered  to  Pittsburg, 
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where  the  troops  arrived^  Oct.  22.     He  was  here  in- 
troduced to  Gen.  Wayne. 

Shortly  after  the  troops  proceeded  down  the 
Ohioj  and  joined  the  army  at  Legionville. 

In  March  1793  Capt.  Eaton  had  an  altercation 
with  the  acting  Adjutant  General^  which  as  it  dis- 
plays much  of  his  hasty  and  decisive  temper^  I  shall 
relate,  in  his  own  words. 

"  Sunday,  March  I7. — General  Review. — In 
consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  field  officers,  I  com- 
manded the  left  column  of  t lie  army.  In  the  course 
of  the  maneuvres,  the  General  ordered  my  column, 
wliich  I  had  formed  in  two  lines  afront,  and  cover 
for  an  attack  in  front,  to  form  the  line  in  the  ilank 
by  facing  the  lines  to  the  left,  and  wheeling  by  files 
to  the  right.  This  brought  my  fiank  platoons  and 
music  in  the  centre ;  the  centre  on  the  flanks,  and 
my  rear  rank  in  front. 

When  the  firing  ceased — the  Acting  Adjutant 
General  gave  orders  to  take  up  the  line  of  march, 
and  return  in  the  same  order  as  we  marched  on  the 
ground,  which  was  by  files  from  the  right,  counter- 
march— I  immediately  ordered  the  two  wings  to 
countermarch  from  the  left  and  centre,  whicli  was 
the  only  possible  method  of  bringing  them  to  their 
proper  order. — The  Adj.  Gen.  observing  this,  and 
not  knowing  the  position  of  the  column,  counter- 
manded his  own  order,  by  ordering  me  to  counter- 
march by  the  left — I  was  positively  right,  and  was 
confident  that  I  was  bringing  the  column  in  the  posi- 
tion whicli  he  himself  wished — and  consequently 
continued  my  march — When  I  had  brought  the  head 
of  the  column  to  its  proper  position — B.  the  Adj. 
Gen.  met  me,  and  in  presence  of  the  General  taxed 
me  with  having  disobeyed  a  positive  general  order. 
I  told  him  I  positively  had  not,  but  was  right — A 
sliort,  but  pointed  contradiction  ensued — B.  tlireat- 
ened  to  make  me  repent  my  conduct— I  challenged 
him  to  do  it — This  irritated  his  rage,  he  advanced  on 
horseback  towards  me  with  his  lifted  sword — I  met 
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his  advance  with  my  espontoon — The  General  em- 
phatically observed  that  this  was  no  place  to  alter> 
cate^  and  ordered  the  march  to  continue — I  prompt- 
ly  obeyed.  When  the  Legion  returned  to  the  grand 
parade  and  were  dismissed — I  wrote  B.  a  challenge 
as  follows — 

Legionville^  i7th  March,  5  o^docJc,  P.  M. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  understand — and  am  to  he  understood  by 
Capt.  Butler, 

EATON. 
The  Acting  Adj,  Gen. 

This  billet  was  honored  by  my  friend,  Captain 
Slough,  on  reception  of  which  B.  pledged  his  honor 
that  I  should  hear  from  him. 

The  next  morning,  he  wrote  me  the  following  an- 
swer. 

iSth  March,  1793. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  note  by  Capt.  Slough,  and  had 
wrote  last  evening  in  answer  (if  it  be  possible  to  an- 
swer one  80  equivocal:  J  however,  ere  1  had  quite  fin- 
ished, company  came  in  and  prevented  me.  On  a 
review  of  the  contents  this  morning,  least  any  ill  nat- 
ure d  person  should  put  wrong  constructions,  I  unll 
first  make  you  this  proposal,  that  as  I  feel  myself  ex- 
ceedingly aggrieved  in  your  conduct  of  yesterday,  we 
will  take  the  opportunity  of  a  general  explanation  in 
the  presence  of  the  gentlemen  who  commanded  in 
your  column,  and  who  must  generally  understand 
what  passed,  and  the  cause — 

Should  this  explanation  not  jirove  satisfactory, 
you  shall  be  apprized  of  my  further  intentions — You 
can  name  the  place  if  you  please  ;  and  let  me  know. 

Yours,  8(c. 

E.  BUTLER 

Capt.  Wm.  Eaton. 
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To  wliich  I  wrote — 

Monday  Evenings  iSth  March. 

With  pleasure  I  wait  on  you  in  company  with  the 
gentlemen  of  my  column—  Please^  Sir,  name  the 
time  and  place, 

EATON. 
Capt.  B  idler  J  Acting  Mj.  Gen, 
In  return  of  wiiich  I  received  the  following. 

18^/i  March,  1793. 

Having  received  your  note  o^'  acquiescence,  I  have 
ajjpointed  Capt.  Price^s  hut  as  the  place  of  meeting, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  attend  there  in  one  hour. 

Monday,  half  past  6  o^  clock,  P.  M. 

E.  BUTLER. 
Capt,  Eaton. 

Accordingly  we  met — I  observed  to  the  gentle- 
men that  I  had  come  there  in  consequence  of  Capt. 
Butler's  request,  who  had  called  on  them  to  attend, 
and  that  I  expected  he  would  suggest  his  business 
to  them.  This  he  did,  by  a  statement  of  a  number 
of  questions  ;  and  we  retired. 

Soon  the  gentlemen  requested  our  attendance, 
and  exhibited  their  opinion  as  follows. 

"  The  referees,  to  determine  the  difference  be- 
tween Captains  Butler  and  Eaton,  are  of  opinion 
that  however  wrong  Capt.  Eaton  was,  in  tlie  first  in- 
stance, Capt.  Butler  was  equally  if  not  more  so 
in  the  second  :  and  as  they  were  both  unfortunate 
in  being  culpable,  so  it  is  incumbent  on  both  to  come 
forward  and  bury  the  matter  in  oblivion,  by  again 
renewing  their  former  friendship. 

BENJAMIN  PRICE,  Capt.  ^th  S,  Leg, 

President, 

March  18,  '93.     x 

To  this  opinion  Capt.  B.  conceded,  and  offered 
me  his  hand.  I  observed  that  I  would  ever  sacri- 
fice my  own  to  the  opinion  of  my  friends  ;  and  ac- 
cepted it.*' 
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On  tl\e  5tli  of  May  the  army  arrived  at  Cincinati 
Eaton  tliiis  described  the  Ohio  and  its  hanks. 

"  During  the  last  three  days  of  our  descent,  the 
circumstance  of  my  having  been  detailed  for  the 
year  guard,  gave  me  a  very  considerable  advantage 
of  the  officers  v.  ho  were  attached  to  the  line — I  took 
my  own  time  to  progress,  and  my  own  method  of  ob- 
servation so  far  as  was  consistent  with  my  orders. 
Never  was  my  eye  so  much  delighted  with  the  rnde 
uncultured  grandeur  of  nature.  A  description  of 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio  mocks,  or  can  but  ape  reality. 
Geography  has  never  yet  done  justice  to  the  subject. 
For  more  than  two  hundred  miles  I  saw  not  a  hill 
incapable  of  culture.  All  so  far  as  eye  can  ken  is  a 
fertile  bottom  variegated  witli  gentle  rises.  The 
rank  and  rapid  growth  of  vegetation,  and  the  prodig- 
ions  weight  of  timber,  demonstrate  the  natural  luxu- 
riance of  the  soil.  The  sycamore,  the  elm,  the 
beach,  the  aspin,  the  hicory,  the  walnut,  and  the 
maple,  or  sugar  tree,  are  large  beyond  credibility. 
The  trees  even  at  this  early  season,  were  in  full  foli- 
age. The  herbage  which  covered  the  surface  of  the 
bottom,  was  nearly  two  feet  high.  I  frequently 
w^alked  the  bottom,  with  two  faitliful  soldiers  of  my 
guard,  oLe  of  whom  was  an  active  Canadian,  till  I 
found  myself  almost  insensibly  strayed  two  or  three 
miles  from  my  boat.  The  soil  continued  the  same. 
These  little  excursions,  or  rather  eccentricities,  were 
on  the  Indian  side  of  the  river.  The  tracks  of 
dear,  bear  and  buffaloes,  were  extremely  plenty, 
and  liere  and  there  a  mokasin.  I  saw  none  of  the 
animals  ;  the  noise  of  the  preceding  army  had 
probably  frighted  them  from  the  shore. 

After  all  which  can  be  said  of  its  banks  little  can 
be  said  of  the  river.  It  is  tlie  most  capricious 
stream  I  ever  saw.  However  incredible,  true  it  is^ 
that  its  waters  frequently  rise  in  the  freshes  from  ten 
to  fiiteon  feet  in  one  night,  and  fall  again  in  a  very 
few  days.  Its  current  is  rapid,  at  the  rate  of  five 
miles  an  hour  in  time  of  the   freshes  ;  consequently 
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the  unwieldy  boats  which  float  down,  never  ascend. 
Keel  bottom  boats  and  canoes  are  row  ed  against  the 
current,  but  with  considerable  labor.  I  am  no 
friend  to  the  iirst.'^ 

In  August,  an  Ensign  by  the  name  of  Morgan, 
was  tried  by  a  Court  Martial,  on  charge-;  exhibited 
by  Gen.  St.  Clair,  and  cashiered.  Eaton  thus 
records  the  names  of  the  Court,  and  their  subsequent 
fate  a  short  time  after. 

"  Brigadier  Gen.  Thomas  Posey,  President— -Ke- 
signed  a,nd  dead. 

Majors,        D.  Resigned  and  dead. 

H.  Damned  by  brandy. 

Captains,     P.  Dead  per  do. 

P.  Dead. 

Eaton,        At  Tmv  ?- 
P.  Damned  by  l^randy. 

M.  Dead. 

F.  Dead. 

P.  Dead. 

J.  Damned  by  brandy. 

Campbell.  Killed.'' 
Such  is  the  disgust  with  which  men  view  the  im- 
prudence   and  vices  of  others  ;  so   confident  too  of 
never  immitating  their  examples  : 

Yet,  seen  too  oft,  familiar  to  the  face, 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace. 

Capt.  Eaton  continued  with  the  western  army 
till  February  179^?  when  he  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence. During  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  various 
skirmishes  and  scouting  parties,  and  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  Fort  Recovery. 

The  following  is  the  character  which  lie  gives  of 
Gen.  Wayne,  written  about  the  year  179i^. 

'^  He  is  firm  in  constitution  as  in  resolution  ; — - 
industrious,  indefatigable,  determined  and  persever- 
ing ; — fixed  in  opinion,  and  unbiased  in  judgment  ; — - 
not  over  accessible  ;  but  studious  to  reward  merit. 
He  is   a  rock  against  w^hich  the  waves  of  calumiiy 


20  LIFE    OF 

and  malice^  moved  by  the  gust  of  passions  natural  to 
envjj  have  dashed — have  washed  its  sides.  He  iS 
still  immoveable  on  his  base — He  is  in  some  degree 
susceptible  of  adulation,  as  is  every  man  who  has  att 
honest  thirst  for  military  fame — He  endures  fatigue 
and  hardship  with  a  fortitude  uncommon  to  men  of 
his  years.  I  have  seen  him  in  the  most  severe  night 
of  the  winter  of '94,  sleep  on  the  ground  like  his  fel- 
low soldier ;  and  walk  around  his  camp  at  four  in  the 
morning,  with  the  vigilance  of  a  sentinel.'' 

^'  His  manners  are  austere  and  forbidding,  but  his 
heart  is  susceptible  of  the  finest  feelings  of  sensibil- 
ity. When  in  danger,  he  is  in  his  element ;  and 
never  shows  to  so  good  crdvantage,  as  when  leading 
a  charge.  His  name  is  better  in  an  action,  or  in  an 
enemy's  country,  than  a  brigade  of  undisciplined 
ievies." 

After  spending  a  few  weeks  in  Philadelphia,  he 
returned  to  Brimfield.  In  June,  by  request  from  the 
war  ojfice,  lie  engaged  in  recruiting  at  Springfield ; 
the  Secretary  at  War,  ofl'ering  him  his  option,  to  at- 
tend to  the  recruiting  service,  or  to  return  to  the  ar- 
my at  the  westward.  In  this  service  he  remained 
till  October  1795,  when  he  received  orders  to  march 
to  Georgia.  He  arrived  with  his  troops  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  on  the  1st  of  December  embarked  thence 
for  Georgia.  On  the  night  of  the  13th,  arose  a  most 
violent  storm  of  rain,  haiL  thunder  and  lightning, 
which  is  thus  described  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Eaton. 

Hoarse  thro'  ibe  cordage  growled  the  threatening  blast, 
Portcnieous  of  the  storm.     The  expanse  of  Heaven, 
O'ercast  witii  murky  cohimns,  seemed  convulsed 
With  one  wide  WASte  of  elemental  war. 
From  every  point,  along  the  bounding  surges, 
Killed  tlic  black  phalanx  of  electric  fluid, 
Born  on  the  pinions  of  the  maddening  storm. 

Uccan  oppressed,  and  shrinking  from  the  alarm, 
Rushed  from  the  deep  with  ag-^nizing  pangs, 
And  ar.^cd,  in  vain,  precipitate  retreat. 

Dowr.  rushed  the  glaring  tempest,  lain  and  hail, 
In  winding. torrents  closed,  <\nd  the  vast  space 
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Of  sea  afid  air  seemed  one  promiscuous  deluge. 
Blue  streams  of  angling  sulphur  blazed  around, 
Transforming  midnight  to  the  fire  of  day, 
Jteserving  all  her  horrors.     Peals  on  peals 
Burst  from  the  flaming  batteries  of  heaven, 
And  nought  but  horror  stalked  along  the  gloom. 
Deep  plunged  the  tortured  brig  beneath  the  gulph, 
Them  bounding  o'er  the  waves,  along  the  skies 
Inveloped  in  the  storm,  vrrapt  her  broad  decks 
Amidst  the  lightning's  soursc  ;  then  plunged  again 
Beneath  the  breaking  surges.     All  the  while 
The  hardened  sailor  and  as  hardened  soldier, 
Dispairing  and  forlorn,  saught  that  dernier 
And  natural  resort  from  danger,  prayer. 

The  shrieks  of  female  terror,  and  the  cries 
Of  infant  fear,  spoke  uniform  distraction  : 
And  each  articulation  plead  for  mercy  : 
As  if  the  God  creative  had  forgotten 
His  attributes  of  kindness. 

Eight  gloomy  hours  we  plunged  in  dread  suspcnce  : 
Pear  and  amazement  occupied  the  soul, 
And  hope  was  almost  exiled  :   till  at  length 
Breathed  the  soft  spirit  of  our  gentler  fate, 
Wafting  the  lightning's  vapor  through  the  skies, 
Silenced  the  distant  murm 'rings  of  the  thunder, 
And  soothed  the  angry  surface  of  the  deep. 

Once  more  the  prince  of  day  smiled  from  the  east. 
And  each  glad  heart  to  a  relenting  heaven 
Tendered  the  silent  gratitude  of  praise," 

On  the  26tli  be  arrived  at  Savannali,  and  on  the 
SOtli  at  St  Mary's.  He  reported  himself  to  the  offi- 
cer commanding  at  that  station^  Lieut.  Col.  Henry 
Graither  ;  and  took  the  command  of  a  detachment  of 
160  soldiers  from  Virginia^  whose  commanding  of- 
ficer was  Capt.  Tinsley  ;  making  in  the  whole  num- 
ber of  troops  on  that  station^  about  300. 

The  erection  of  a  fort  at  Colerain,  on  the  St.  Ma- 
ry'Sj  had  been  determined^  and  to  this^  immediate  at^ 
tention  was  paid  by  Capt.  Eaton,  though  he  had 
strong  objections  to  the  ground,  being  low,  marshy 
and  unhealthy.  This  fortification  he  called  Fort 
Pickering  ;  ^^  not  however/^  says  he,  ^^  that  I  might 
satirize  a  good  man  by  erecting  his  monument  in 
miidJ^ 
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In  May  arrived  tliree  Commissioners  ©f  the  U.  S. 
deputed  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
who  had  long  been  exceedingly  troublesome  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia.  This  was  effected  the  last  of 
June. 

The  objects  of  the  force  at  St.  Mary's  were,  the 
establishment  of  a  trading  factory  on  its  waters,  and 
a  military  force  ;  to  overawe  the  Indians  or  arrest 
them  if  necessary  ;  to  keep  the  Spaniards  in  check, 
who  had  been  represented  unfriendly  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent any  disorderly  conduct  of  the  citi:^ens  of  Geor- 
gia towards  the  inhabitants  of  Florida.  The  prin- 
ciple object  however  had  regard  to  the  Indians  ; 
which  object  was  in  a  great  measure  obtained  by  the 
treaty  made  between  the  commissioners  and  the 
Creeks. 

A  misunderstanding  had  for  some  months  existed 
between  Capt.  Eaton,  and  Col.  Gaither,  and  other 
officers  ;  and  in  August,  Eaton  was  arrested  and 
tried  by  a  Court  Martial. 

As  a  laborious  attempt  was  made  by  Col.  Burr, 
during  his  trial  at  Richmond,  to  destroy  the  credibil- 
ity and  even  the  competency  of  Eaton's  testimony, 
on  account  of  the  charges  at  this  time  brought  against 
him  ;  and  as  some  of  his  friends  may  have  entertained 
unfavorable  suspicions  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  undergone  a  trial  ;  it  is  proper  that  some 
statement  of  it  should  be  made.  The  following  let- 
ter, though  long,  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  tedious  ;  as 
it  certainly  exhibits  no  unfavorable  specimen  of 
his  talents  as  a  pleader,  as  well  as  eloquence  as  a 
writer.     It  is  addressed  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

Fort  Piclcering,  iSth  Sept,  1796. 

Sir, 

Constrained  by  the  injuries  I  suffer,  I  assume  the 
honor  of  addressing  you  on  a  subject  not  less  painful 
to  me  than  I  am  sure,  it  will  be  unwelcome — 

Since  my  arrival  and  first  acquaintance  with  the 
Commandant  of  the  federal  troops  in  Georgia,  I  have 
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been  apprised  of  his  disposition  to  embarrass  me— 
My  friends  say  it  was  in  consequence  of  my  com- 
mand ;  but  I  believe  his  animosity  may  be  traced  to 
other  sources.  I  reported  to  him  from  Savannah 
26th,  Dec.  and  from  St.  Mary's  30th,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  your  instructions.  On  his  arrival  here  in  Feb- 
ruary I  submitted  to  him  all  arrangements  I  iiad 
either  made  or  contemplated  :  w^ith  tiiese  he  affected 
to  acquiesce,  and  even  condescended  to  compliment 
my  exertions — But  the  mask  was  soon  thrown  off^ 
and  1  found  myself  placed  between  his  animosity  and 
my  own  duty.  I  continued  to  consult  him — but  his 
orders  he  always,  except  in  a  few  instances,  dictated 
to  me  verbally — I  found  his  memory  treacherous,  and 
remonstrated  against  this  sort  of  discipline,  but  with- 
out effect.  For  obedience  of  these  orders  I  have 
in  some  instances  been  reprimanded  and  in  one 
charged  with  criminality.  This  with  other  charges  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  annex  to  this  letter,  with  a 
copy  of  my  defence.  The  proceedings  of  the  court 
will  undoubtedly  be  forwarded  to  the  war  office  ac- 
cording to  law,  from  which  it  may  be  determined 
whether  the  prosecution  has  been  actuated  by  public 
or  sinister  views.  » 

However  the  command  assigned  me  may  have  in- 
fluenced the  resentment  of  the  commanda^nt,  there 
are  other  more  ostensible  causes  ;  some  pf  which  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest — He  holds  lands  in  the  Yazoo 
purchases. — On  his  arrival  and  first  introduction  he 
offered  me  a  bargain  of  500,000  acres,  I  think,  at 
35,000  dollars,  not  supposing  I  had  informed  my- 
self of  the  invalidity  of  the  title — I  acknowledge  I 
humored  his  proposal  to  try  the  extent  of  his  candor, 
but  at  length  I  dropped  the  subject  of  the  bargain,  and 
candidly  reprobated  the  manner  in  which  the  grants 
were  obtained  ;  at  the  same  time  ob  serving  that  I 
would  not  thank  a  man  for  an  opportunity  of  specu- 
lating on  the  credulity  of  ignorance,  and  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  justice. 
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He  ?s  an  allied  friend  to  a  man  who  owns  large 
tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  this  post.  I  have 
not  hesitated  to  censure  the  speculative  views  which 
must  have  induced  the  proprietor  to  recommend  this 
as  a  military  post^  or  proper  position  for  the  trading 
factory — Such  have  been  my  reports  to  the  War 
Office — This  had  added  fuel  to  the  blaze  already 
kindled  to  consume  me.  But  I  have  dealt  uprightly 
on  this  subject.  The  resentment  of  no  man  shall 
warp  my  sentiments  from  that  which  I  believe  is 
due  to  truth  and  my  duty.  A  post  never  should 
have  been  established  here.  The  vast  extent  of 
marshy  and  low  country^  retaining  the  water  on  its 
surface^  and  the  putrefaction  of  all  vegetable  sub- 
stances which  fall  from  the  trees,  or  are  produced 
from  the  soil,  impregnate  the  air  with  miasmata  des- 
tructive to  health.  The  country  cannot  be  washed 
with  rains  ;  the  water  which  falls  must  px^incipally 
go  oil*  by  evaporation.  This  produces  a  great  de- 
gree of  humidity  in  the  air  ;  this  is  evidenced  by  the 
ciiill  wliich  immediately  succeeds  the  aljsence  of  the 
sunbeams,  the  amazing  swarms  of  musquetoes  and 
other  insects  which  fill  the  air  ;  and  the  numerous 
small  frogs  which  even  get  into  the  chambers  and 
garrets  of  houses ;  the  propensity  of  all  metals  to 
corrode  when  exposed  to  the  air,  and  the  sallow, 
sickly  complexion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  arc  settled 
upon  the  low  bluffs  and  ridges — The  latter,  I  recol- 
lect, made  forceable  impressions  upon  the  feelings  of 
Mr.  Clyiucr  and  General  Pickens,  with  whom  I 
did  myself  the  honor  to  visit  a  settlement  in  this  vi- 
cinity in  June  last.  This  miasmata,  with  which  the 
air  is  continually  more  or  less  impregnated,  although 
it  may  not  be  so  poisonous  as  to  produce  contagious 
diseases,  insensibly  preys  upon  the  human  system, 
and  in  a  short  time  produces  sensible  effects — The 
countenances  from  northern  climates,  and  hilly 
countries,  which  are  florid  and  healthiful,  on  being 
placed  a  few  months  in  this  low  ground,  become  pal- 
lid, and  the  system  enervated.     This  is  visible  in  the 
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troops  who  came  out  with  me  from  the  northward, 
and  the  citizens  Avho  have  lived  in  the  upper  counties 
of  this  and  other  southern  Btates—rThe  seahoard  is 
healthy;  hut  I  venture  to  assert^  even  if  it  should 
finish  the  destruction  of  my  reputation,  wliich  ha?^ 
been  so  hopefully  contemplated,  that  tliere  is  hut  one 
eligible  military  position  from  tlie  mouth  to  the  source 
,of  this  river,  and  this  is  Trader^s  Hill.  For  the  jus- 
tice of  this  remark  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  General 
Pickens  and  Col.  Hawkins,  with  both  of  whom  I 
had  the  honor  to  reconnoiter  that  position,  and  Avith 
the  latter  the  Avhole  extent  of  country  fpiite  to  the 
Indian  line.  It  has  been  insinuated  that  I  am  inter- 
ested in  mentioning:  Trader^sHill.  I  solemnly  declare 
I  never  OAvned,  nor  have  I  in  contemplation  to  oavu,  a 
foot  of  land  in  the  state  of  Greorgia — Avere  this  oth- 
erwise, and  the  insinuation  true,  still  would  my  re- 
ports remain  on  the  rock  of  truth.  The  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made  to  recommend  this  post 
have  l)een  Avrapped  up  in  speculation.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  country  in  its  vicinity  can  ever  be  success- 
fully settled.  The  children  born  in  its  neiglibor-^ 
hood  seldom  arrive  to  adult  age.  Boon  after 
they  leave  the  breast  they  assume  the  complexion 
before  described,  and  insensibly  mature  to  the  grave. 
The  fcAv  inhabitants  Avho  are  settled  liere  and  there, 
beneath  the  pines,  have  either  been  seduced  by  a 
dream  of  fortune,  or  have  escaped  from  the  discipline 
of  laAV,  or  the  prosecution  of  catholic  jealousy.  But 
at  this  moment  the  surface  of  the  cornU'y  in  this  vi^ 
cinity  for  many  miles,  except  here  and  there  a  blulT 
or  ridge,  is  inundated — I  cannot  but  consider  it  a 
prodigality  of  human  life  and  happiness  to  sacrifice 
them  to  individual  interest.  Observations  of  this 
kind  placed  me  as  a  target  for  a  formidable  coali- 
tion. Other  circumstances,  combined  Avith  these, 
have  tended  to  precipitate  the  storm  :  some  of  which 
are  delineated  in  my  defence.  I  have  frequently 
said  I  tliought  Mr.  Price  an  improper  person  to  ]>e 
employed  at  the  head   of  the  trading  factory.     The 
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aioroseness  of  his  disposition^  wliicli  is  so  plainly  de- 
picted in  his  countenance^  and  which  exhibits  itself 
on  all  occasions  of  the  least  perplexity^  I  believe 
would^  and  did  disgust  many  of  the  Indians  and  tra- 
ders. From  this  circumstance  I  have  frequently  in- 
vited both  Indians  and  traders  to  my  quarters  and 
entertained  them^  who  Avere  dissatisfied  with  the  man- 
ners of  the  factor.  These  people  want  much  atten- 
tion, and  are  as  jealous  of  neglect  as  people  in  the 
refined  walks  of  life.  It  was  my  study  that  they 
should  imagine  nothing  of  the  kind  from  me.  By 
these  means  I  found  them  gi'owiug  attached  to  me 
and  the  troops^  Avhom  they  call  Gen.  Washington's 
men.  If  I  have  not  rendered  my  country  a  service 
by  these  little  sacrifices^  I  have  at  least  studied  to 
do  it.  But  as  nothing  can  be  seen  in  its  true  color 
by  a  jaundiced  eye,  so  neither  was  this  conduct  of 
mine.  My  particular  attention  to  these  people 
v/as  construed  into  an  interference  with  tlie  trading 
department ;  and  the  resentment  whicli  this  and  oth- 
er things,  liereafter  mentioned,  excited  in  the  factor, 
added  an  auxiliary  to  the  coalition. 

On  intiriation  of  what  was  carrying  on,  I  twice, 
by  letter,  s<Micited  of  the  commandant  a  court  of  en- 
quiry ;  and'  repeatedly  by  verbal  request.  My  first 
application  by  writing  lie  totally  neglected ;  my 
last  he  eqs'iivocally  answered  and  evaded.  My  ver- 
bal requ  Asitions  were  always  procrastinated  ;  hence 
I  saw  nothing  ])nt  my  removal  from  command  could 
eftect  the  object  of  the  allies,  and  I  reconciled  myself 
to  the  process.  On  the  jth  Aug.  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Commandant,  from  which  I  extract :  "  You 
will  make  out  a  return  of  all  public  stores  which  you 
received  in  Philadelphia,  previous  to  your  sailing  to 
Georgia  :  also  all  ordnance  and  public  stores  of  eve- 
ry kind  whatever  which  you  have  received  since 
you  arrived  in  Georgia,  noting  all  issues  and  expen- 
ditures ;  the  month  for  which  you  have  signed  ab- 
Htracts,  and  the  amount  of  each  abstract ;  and  deliv- 


GEX.    EATON.  ^ 

er  the  same  to  Major  Freeman^  two   days  after  your 
receipt  of  this." 

This  order  I  executed  Avith  as  much  accuracy  as 
the  time  prescribed  admitted.  On  the  7th,  I  receiv- 
ed the  following  from  Major  Freeman.  "  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  tlie  orders  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Commandant  Gaither,  commanding  officer  of 
the  Federal  troops  in  Georgia,  dated  F.  S.  Tamma- 
ny, on  the  3d.  instant,  I  do  tliis  day  take  upon  my- 
self the  command  of  the  troops  in  garrison  at  this 
post.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  aforesaid 
order,  "  It  is  my  request  that  on  your  arrival  at 
Colerain  you  should  take  upon  yourself  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  at  that  post."  You  will  therefore 
direct,  &c. 

This  order  of  the  Lieut.  Col.  was  inforccd  by  his 
verbal  order  that,  if  I  should  refuse  to  give  up  the 
command,  the  Major  should  put  me  in  irons  /  High 
sense  of  military  privilege  !  From  this,  however,  he 
was  dissuaded  by  the  argument  of  the  Major;  and  of 
it  I  was  never  informed  till  since  my  trial. 

I  gave  up  the  command  agreeably  to  the  above  or- 
der ;  and  on  the  17th,  received  from  the  hand  of  the 
officer  of  the  day,  an  arrest  in  the  handwriting  and 
signature  of  Colonel  Gaither,  containing  the  charges, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  copy  in  their  order  in  the  fol- 
lowing defence. 

Gentlemex, 

If  I  were  capable  of  adulation,  and  believed  you 
susceptible  of  the  charm,  I  would  not,  on  this  occa- 
sion, put  myself  behind  that  shield  of  guilt  ;  for  I 
stand  not  here  to  solicit  favors,  but  to  demand  justice. 
Your  candor  I  believe  will  be  measured  by  the  lat- 
ter, your  resolution  steeled  against  the  former  ;  and 
your  understanding  placed  on  the  watchtower  of 
truth,  to  direct  your  decision  ;  at  the  same  time  that 
it  will  stamp  correction  upon  any  improper  shades^ 
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or  colorings,  which  the  interest  I  feel  in  that  decisioH 
may  induce  me  to  cast  upon  the  process. 

Persuaded  I  am  the  court  have  already  grown  wea- 
ry in  the  tedious  investigation  of  tiie  charges  exhibit- 
ed against  me,  and  I  couhl  not  a  moment  draw  on 
your  further  patience,  did  I  not  consider  it  an  obli- 
gation due  to  my  own  reputation. 

Some  observations  on  the  evidence  before  you,  ap- 
plied to  the  charges,  shall  introduce  my  defence. 

1st.  I  am  charged  with  •'  Speculating  on  my  men 
with  nankeens  at  sundry  times  ;  and  other  things.'* 

I  believe  you  will  find  that  I  never  but  in  one  in- 
stance had  any  dealings  witli  the  men  of  my  compa- 
ny iu  nankeens  :  that  I  did,  by  unanimous  and  vol- 
untary  agreement  of  tlie  company,  furnish  tliem  with 
a  uniiorni  of  nankeen  short  coats ;  that  they  agreed 
to  receive  them  at  any  price  short  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  ;  and  that,  on  settlement,  two  dollars  only 
were  charired  for  each  coat.  The  best  evidence  of 
which  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit,  has  un- 
doubtedly been  produced  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  in  substantiation  of  this  charge  ;  yet  on  a  cal- 
culation which  tlie  court  Avill  make,  rests  the  ques- 
tion, whether  in  this  article  I  liave  intended  to  prolit 
by  the  provision  made  my  company.  Notliing  lias 
appeared  to  show  that  the  price  was  unreasonable. 
Sallyer,  a  foreman  of  the  taylors,  has  sworn,  that 
just  such  coa(s  in  Philadelphia,  would  cost  three 
dollars,  or  at  least  two  dollars  and  three  quarters. 
At  the  lov^  est  rate  then,  the  men  save  seventy  ^\^ 
cents  by  my  speculation.  The  faclor,  jNlr.  Price,  it 
appears,  did  sell  one  piece  of  nankeen  to  Captain 
Nickels  at  one  dollar  and  twenty  live  cents,  and  said 
it  was  the  price  he  gave  in  Philadelphia.  This  may 
be  true.  But  ^as  the  Factor.  Mr.  Price,  on  oath 
wl.eu  he  made  this  declaration  ?  Will  this  couii;  ad- 
mit the  cursory  observation  of  a  man  out  of  court, 
and  not  on  oath,  to  be  a  criterion  to  determine  the 
price    current    of  nankeens  in  Philadelphia,  even 
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wlieii  no  respect  is  liad  to  tlie  time  of  purchase  ?  On 
110  principle  can  evidence  of  this  sort  he  admitted  ! 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  witnesses  that 
the  few  pieces  which  Mr.  Price  disposed  of  here, 
-Jiis  one  piece  excepted^  were  sold  at  one  and  an  half 
dollar — TJiese  were  hronght  out  in  the  same  ves- 
sel of  the  United  States  with  those  in  question, 
and  sold  by  a  man  in  the  service  and  pay  of  govern- 
ment— undoubtly  he  would  not  speculate  on  them. 
Nankeens  have  at  St.  Mary^s,  all  this  season^  I  be- 
lieve^ been  sold  at  one  dollar  and  seventy  five  cents. 
Doctor  Giilasspy  has  informed  the  court  that  he  was 
asked  one  dollar  and  iiftv  cents  for  nankeens  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  It  is  well  known  that  goods  of 
this  kind  are  cheaper  in  that  metropolis  than  in  Phila- 
delphia— At  an  early  period  I  informed  the  court 
that  those  nankeens  were  procured  for  me  by  a  mer- 
chant taylor  in  Philadelphia.  I  did  not  take  a  bill; 
nor  do  I  recollectthe  exact  price  I  gave,  but  believe 
it  was  about  one  dollar  and  an  half.  In  addition  to 
the  makings  binding  and  other  trimmings  which  were 
])rought  into  calculation^  ought  to  be  reckoned  the 
subsistence  whicli  the  taylors  daily  had  in  my  fam- 
ily extra  to  their  rations.  I  acknowledge  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  make  an  exact  calculation  to  a  fraction  ; 
but  from  an  estimate  which  was  made  bv  Mr.  M^Call 
the  paymaster^  and  myself,  it  was  concluded  that  two 
dollars  was  a  reasonable  price  to  fix  to  tlie  coats.  I 
had  been  previously  informed  by  the  taylors  of  the 
price  they  gave  for  the  binding  and  other  trimmings, 
as  testified  by  Sallyer^  and  made  my  calculations  ac- 
cordingly.  The  general  satisfaction  of  the  men 
evince  that  they  feel  no  injury  ;  and  it  is  demonstrat- 
ed that  the  measure  of  receiving  them  and  paying  for 
them  was  not  compulsory.  The  climate  and  season 
of  the  year,  were  my  reasons  for  recommending  tjie 
uniform.  I  had  previously  consulted  the  Lieut. 
Col.  Commandant,  and  informed  him  of  the  price,  a- 
bout  two  and  an  half  or  two  dollars  ;  he  approved 
ilie  plan.     If  justice  is   done  me   a  more  favorable 
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construction  will  be  applied  to  my  conduct  in  this 
aifair^  and  it  will  be  found  that  humanity  rather  than 
avarice  actuated  my  proceeding.  I  do  candidly  be- 
lieve if  every  thing  which  ought  were  brought  into  the 
calculation^  I  have  not  saved  my  expences.  Sure  I 
am  it  would  require  a  microscopic  eye  to  count  my 
profit.  No  evidence  appears,  even  presumptive,  to 
substantiate  this  charge  ;  if  conjecture  should  be 
hazzarded  on  the  question^  it  will  go  in  favor  of  the 
defence,  for  such  are  the  maxims  of  law  and  indi- 
vidual right. 

The  "  other  things,"  mentioned  in  the  charge,  it 
seems,  must  have  intended  a  partnership  with  a  citi- 
zen in  settling  with  the  troops.  That  I  sold  Mr. 
Hampton  eighty  pieces  of  nankeen,  bought  at  ven- 
due, at  a  profit  of  25  per  cent,  is  true  ;  but  that  I  was 
interested  directly,  or  indirectly  in  the  profit  he 
should  make  in  rettailing  them,  or  that  I  had  the  most 
distant  idea  of  any  of  the  troops  purchasing  them,  is 
not  true.  His  inducement  to  buv,  he  told  me,  was  to 
supply  the  country  people  who  would  attend  the  trea- 
ty. The  troops  at  that  time  had  no  money,  and  no 
immediate  probability  of  any  being  paid  them.  It  is 
well  known  that  their  pay  was  eight  months  in  arrear 
before  thev  received  it  for  the  months  of  November 
and  December,  1795,  and  that  no  order  for  muster 
for  those  months  was  given  until  the  tenth  of  June  of 
the  current  vear. 

This  circumstance,  in  addition  to  the  wretched 
quality  of  tlie  rice,  substituted  for  bread,  rendered 
the  situation  of  the  troops  extremely  disagreeable.  I 
gave  my  company  a  permit  to  trade  with  Mr.  Hamp- 
ton. Their  necessities  produced  this.  Their  dis- 
tresses gave  them  a  plea  to  that  indulgence.  Hu- 
manity acknowledged  the  claim  they  had  upon  my 
duty  to  comply  with  their  repeated  solicitations. 
This  I  did  under  such  restrictions  as  I  have  shown 
the  court.  Sugar  and  molasses  were  articles  they 
most  wanted  to  qualify  their  bad  rice.  They  were 
under  no   obligation  to  take  any  thing  :  but  were  at 
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liberty  to  take  little  or  more  value  short  of  four  dol- 
lars, or  one  months  pay  ;  and  if  they  purchased  nan- 
keens I  had  no  more  interest  in  it  than  if  they  had 
purchased  amours. 

Was  it  speculation  on  my  men  to  sell  to  a  citizen 
the  nankeens  I  had  no  use  for,  at  a  moderate  profit  ? 
It  is  a  novel  and  hard  case,  if  a  man  because  he 
wears  a  particolored  coat,  may  not  be  allowed,  in  his 
dealings  with  citizens,  the  common  privileges  of  a 
citizen  !  Were  either  of  us  disposed  to  sell  our  riding 
horse,  should  we  feel  ourselves  confined  to  our  bill  of 
sale  for  the  minute  price  to  fix  upon  ?  I  fancy  not  ! 
The  evidence  produced  to  show  my  copartnership 
with  Mr.  Hampton  is  so  diametrically  opposite  to 
the  object,  that  I  think  no  comment  need  be  expend- 
ed upon  it. 

I  do  not  believe,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  find  I 
have  ^^  speculated  on  my  men  in  nankeens  at  sun- 
dry times  ;  and  other  things — '' 

I  am  charged  2dly  of  "  detaining  in  my  hands  the 
bounty  money  due  my  soldiers,  which  I  received  in 
Philadelphia,  and  paying  them  off  in  small  goods 
at  an  advanced  price.'' 

It  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to  awaken  misfortune,  by 
commenting  on  its  ills — It  is  enough  that  reflection 
will  sometimes  point  to  it,  in  spite  of  reason  and  phi- 
losophy. I  leave  the  first  article  of  this  charge  to 
such  disquisition,  gentlemen,  as  you  shall  think 
proper  to  make  :  only  observing  that  the  cause  of 
the  second  necessarily  grew  out  of  the  event  which 
produced  the  first ;  and  hope  that  this  may  be  admit- 
ted as  a  necessary  and  sufficient  plea  in  justification 
of  the  mode  I  adopted  for  payment  of  the  arrearage 
of  bounty  to  part  of  the  men  of  my  company. 

The  court  have  seen  the  specific  account  of  the 
articles,  and  on  estimate  of  the  prices  as  I  supposed 
they  were  to  be  charged  to  me,  and  as  they  were  in 
fact  delivered  to  the  men. 

I  believe  you  can  have  no  doubts  but  that  I  receiv- 
ed the  goods  with  an  expectation  of  paying  for  them 
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agreeably  to  that  estimate.  It  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance, however,  that  long  before  my  bills  were 
presented  for  payment  I  obtained  a  copy  of  the  charg- 
es as  entered  in  the  factor's  ledger.  On  making  a 
further  ca^lculation,  (for  the  entries  were  not  as  I  ex- 
pected,) I  found  a  balance  of  twenty  one  cents  and  a 
fraction  of  a  cent  due  the  men,  who  had  taken  the  ar- 
ticles mentioned  in  the  bill  produced  to  the  court. 
I  did  immediately  inform  the  men  of  this  balance, 
and  said  it  should  be  paid.  On  procuring  their  cap 
trimmings,  some  of  them  were  informed  that  the  a- 
mount  of  the  balance  of  the  bounty  should  go  in  off- 
set to  this  charge,  so  far  as  it  would  cover  it :  but  no 
settlement  has  been  made  with  the  company  on  this 
account.  A  considerable  number  of  the  men  were 
paid  cash  which  1  borrowed,  for  the  arrearage  of 
their  bounty.  These  had  no  balance  due.  I  in- 
formed them  that  I  had  expectations  of  money  being 
allowed  for  straw  due  them  and  that  their  trimmings 
should  be  deducted  from  this  sum,  if  it  should  be  al- 
lowed. Here  it  should  be  observed  that  the  sum  was 
estimated  at  the  price  stated  in  the  bill,  because  it 
was  to  be  returned.  I  think  it  appears  from  the  tes- 
timony of  sundry  witnesses,  that  the  same  liquor, 
which  stands  charged  to  me  in  the  entries,  at  one 
dollar  and  thirty  four  cents,  was  afterwards  retailed 
to  the  soldiers  of  this  garrison,  for  two  dollars  per 
gallon.  Wlietlier  this  is  a  speculation  upon  the  sol 
diery  of  which  the  United  States,  or  iheir  factor,  reap 
the  benefit,  or  whether  the  accounts  of  the  factory  are 
rendered  from  the  entries  or  from  the  actual  sales,  arc 
questions  which  may  form  matter  for  future  enquiry. 
The  white  thread  has  not  been  brouglit  into  the  ac- 
count, not  being  charged  in  the  factors  book,  al- 
though it  appears  from  the  testimony  of  the  men  that 
they  did  receive  it. 

This  mode  of  payment  was  the  best,  and  indeed 
the  only  one  I  could  hit  upon.  The  men  were 
volunteers  in  accepting  it,  and,  I  believe,  were  per- 
fectly satisfied  before  I  reported  a  balance.     Man\ 
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of  them  have  been  before  the  court,  and  all  acknowl^ 
edge  their  entire  satisfaction,  except  Mr.  Mickin, 
who  imagines  he  did  not  receive  his  full  quantity  of 
some  of  the  sargeants.  He  may  have  forgotten  :  he 
is  capable  of  it. 

Had  I  not  paid  the  bounty  I  should  undoubtedly 
have  been  involved  ;  perhaps  not  more  seriously 
than  I  am  from  the  steps  I  have  taken  to  avoid  it. 
If  my  object  had  been  speculation,  or  profit,  is  it 
probable  I  w^ould  have  informed  my  men  of  a  bal- 
ance Avhen  I  knew  them  satisfied^  and  had  no  reason 
to  expect  that  an  enquiry  v^^ould  eve;*  be  had  in  the 
premises  ?  Instead  of  profit  I  have  submitted  to  a 
loss  of  twelve  dollars  from  the  deficiencies  of  t!ie  con- 
tents of  the  cash  Vr  hich  I  borrowed.  Of  this  I  be- 
lieve the  court  will  be  satisfied,  and,  after  mature  de- 
liberation on  the  evidence  adduced  in  this  charge^ 
wdll  find  my  conduct  justifiable. 

I  am  charged  3dly,  of  "  Selling  public  corn  ; 
and  allowing  the  public  horses  only  two  quarts  per 
day." 

The  necessity  of  procuring  this  substitute  for 
bread,  the  manner  of  its  being  brought  to  the  garri- 
son, on  the  backs  of  the  men,  in  rainy  weather,  and 
the  condition  it  was  in,  when  stored,  have  been 
clearly  shewed  to  the  court.  That  it  was  in  a  per- 
ishabie  condition  when  I  proposed  to  the  Command- 
ant this  method  of  saving  the  property,  is  likewise 
demonstrated.  Had  I  silently  suffered  it  to  spoil, 
and  it  had  been  concluded  the  property  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I  should  have  been  subject  to  arrest  and 
trial  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war.  This  dilemma  put  me 
on  projects  to  secure  it.  Shifting  and  sunning  had 
little  effect,  and  the  probability  was,  that  it  would 
spoil  on  my  hands.  I  therefore  concluded  that  it 
Y/ould  be  prudence  to  dispose  of  as  much  of  it  as 
possible  to  the  citizens  in  this  vicinity,  who  were 
much  distressed  for  bread.  By  the  concession  I 
made  to   the  coTirt  of  having  sold  public   corn,  it 
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should  not  Le  understood  knowing  it  to  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,    nor  without  authority  ; 
thus  I  explained  myself  to   the  court  the  next  day. 
I  was  at  loss  whether  to    consider  myself  accounta- 
ble to  the  United  States,  or  to  an  individual  State,  or 
whether  in  my  official  or  private  capacity.     Thus  I 
frequently  expressed  my  doubts  to   gentlemen  ;  and 
until  the  testimony  of  Capt.  Randolph  w  as  heard, 
wliich  produced   certain  papers    from   the  late  con- 
tractor's agent,  William  Johnson,  I  was  induced  to 
believe  the  corn  the  property  of  the  State  of  Georgia* 
This,  however,  I  know  did  not  exonerate   me  from 
accountability,  but  embarrassed  me   in  the   mode  of 
settlement :  leavins:me  alto2:etlier  uninformed  wheth- 
cr  to  charge  or  credit  the  United  States.     Had   my 
views  been  fraudulent  or  speculative,  i^  it  probable  I 
would  have   consulted  the  Lieut.  Col.  Commandant 
on  the  subject  ?  Or  that  I  would  have  transacted  the 
business  through  an  acting  quartermaster  in  an  open 
and  conspicuous     manner  ?     And   had  the  Lieut. 
Col.  Co.Rinandant  not   thought   the    measure   eco- 
nomical, is  it  prol)able  he  would  have  sanctioned  it  by 
his  approbation  ?  Had  my  motive   been  individual 
interest,  is  it  probable  I  could  have  borrowed  corn 
on  my  own  credit  to  re})lace  tlie  damaged  corn  dispos- 
ed of,,  and  to   furnisli  tiie  horses,  entitled  to  forage^ 
with  corn  of  a  better  quality  ? 

Only  twenty  five  bu^liels  were  reported  to  me  sold, 
until  the  commencement  of  tliis  trial.  For  twen- 
ty one  bushels  of  this  I  received  two  beeves,  a  cow 
and  a  two  vear  old.  These  were  sold  to  the  con- 
tractoV  and  issued  to  the  troops.  They  neated  twen- 
ty three  or  four  dollars.  This  sum  I  received  to  ])ay 
for  or  replace  the  corn  sold.  For  four  bushels  sold 
before  the  corn  became  materially  damaged,  I  re- 
ceived six  dollars  ;  amounting  in  all  to  about  thirty 
dollars.  I  liave  paid  for  nineteen  bushels  of  corn 
borrowed  at  U.l  a;>  cents.  Sixteen  bushels  of  this 
have  been  issued  to  the  public  horses,  and  three  to 
»>he  paymaster's.     On  settling  with  Doctor  Gillasspy 
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and  the  paymaster  for  a  month's  fora2;e,  six  bushels 
appeared  due  tliem  ;  this  deficiency  I  paid  up  at  the 
same  price.  Mi/  account  of  profit  on  the  sale  of 
corn  stands  thus — 25  bush,  sold  Dol.  30 

25  do.  replaced  31    25 

The  sales  for  which  Ensign  Thompson  is  account- 
able are  six  bushels  ;  and  for  this  he  will  account  on 
demand.  The  residue  of  tlie  hundred  busliels  ha!« 
been  issued^  some  part  to  the  troops^  the  re^tto  pub- 
lic horses. 

I  have  always  been  solicitous  to  be  instructed  in  a 
proper  mode  of  settlement,  and  on  all  occasions  have 
spoken  openly  on  the  facts.  My  conduct  was  au- 
thorized by  proper  authority  ;  and  why  this  article 
should  appear  as  a  charge  can  only  be  solved  iato 
the  forgetfulness  of  infirm  old  age.  That  I  ever 
limited  the  public  horses  to  any  quantity  short  of  four 
quarts  is  not  ti'ue.  I  believe  the  court  will  justify 
my  conduct  in  this  aifair. 

I  am  charged  4thly,  with  "Disobedience  of  or- 
ders.'^ 

This  alludes  to  the  order  of  the  Commandant  of 
24th  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  cer- 
tain men.  I  did  not  at  that  time  cJiarsre  myn^elf  with 
the  police  of  the  company  ;  but  did,  liowever,  con- 
sult and  advise  with  the  commanding  officer  on  the 
construction  to  be  applied  to  the  order,  and  conclud- 
ed that  th€  word  exchange  could  not  extend  to  the 
men  who  joined  me  by  transfer.  To  this  conclusion 
I  was  persuaded  by  an  observation  of  the  Command- 
,  ant  that  he  meant  the  men  w  ho  came  out  with  me 
from  Philadelphia,  should  remain  in  my  company, 
and  his  general  direction  that  Captain  Tinsley's  com- 
pany and  mine  should  be  kept  full.  This  construc- 
tion was  also  supported  by  the  order  af  the  tenth  of 
June  relative  to  the  master  of  the  troops. 

Had  we  construed  the  order  more  extensively,  and 
returned  the  men  who  had  been  transferred,  should 
not  I  have  been  subject  to  arrest  for  having  exceeded 
the  literal  construction  of  the  order  ? 
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A  particular  object  ill  the  order  did  not  appear  to 
me  to  I>e  matter  of  inquiry.  If  there  ivere  a  particu- 
lar object^  as  lias  been  insinuated;,  and  my  con- 
struction did  not  embrace  that  object^  how  easily 
might  an  explanation  been  given  by  another 
order  or  otherwise  !  Hure  I  am,  the  necessary  cor- 
rection would  have  been  made  ;  for  the  execution  of 
the  order  was  left  to  a  gentleman  whose  promptitude 
in  duty  has  never  been  questioned.  Sir.  M'Call 
has  informed  the  court  that  the  order  Avas  obeyed  on 
its  literal  construction.  I  declare  I  never  heard 
any  uneasiness  on  the  subject  until  it  discovered  itself 
in  the  shape  before  you. 

If  the  court  should  find  any  other  construction  iu 
the  term  exchanged  than  what  we  applied^  I  hope 
they  will  nevertheless  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  the  one  given  was  such  as  my  own  undersand- 
ing  suggested^  and  this  ])y  the  consultation  of  the  of- 
ficers of  my  company  ;  and  will  acquit  me. 

I  am  cliai'ged  othly,  of  "  Liberating  from  confine^ 
ment  Corporal  Billings^  who  was  charged  by  a  jury 
of  inquest  with  having  been  the  death  of  Joshua 
Haverlones,  a  private  in  Captain  Dickinson's  compa- 
ny, from  the  violence  of  the  blows  he  had  inflict- 
ed on  liim  ;  and  tearing  to  pieces  the  charge  in  a 
disrespectful  contemptuous  manner. 

Corporal  Billings  has  not  been  a  moment  released 
from  confinement  since  the  evening  on  which  the 
cause  originated,  lie  remained  confined  on  a  charge 
given  by  a  commissioned  ^oflicer,  until  the  mittimus 
of  the  civil  magistrate  wasV  put  into  my  handstand 
his  permission  obtained  for  the  removal  of  the  pris- 
oner.  Thus  stands  the  evidence.  In  justification 
of  the  removal,  I  have  produced  to  the  court  the  tes- 
timony of  the  mr;gis Irate,  as  also  liis  written  certifi- 
cate, in  demonstration  of  the  orders  he  gave  me. 
The  causes  of  the  removal  were  these.  The  alarm 
which  possessed  the  prisoner,  in  consequence  of  the 
mode  of  his  confinement  and  the  imprudent  observa- 
fions  which  obtained,  iliat  he  would  undoubtedly  be 
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convicted  of  murder,  it  was  feared  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  alarm  him  into  desertion. 

I  believed  no  alacrity  of  the  guards  would  secure 
him,  provided  he  should  resolve  on  an  escape. 
Frequent  escapes  had  happened  before,  and  one 
since.  My  fears  were  not  less  founded  on  those  cir- 
cumstances than  the  known  persevering  disposition 
of  the  prisoner.  I  supposed  that  some  sort  of  assur- 
ance that  his  crime  could  not  be  found  capital,  would 
mitigate  his  alarm,  and  that  moving  him  into  my 
kitchen,  under  the  care  of  two  sentinels,  where  was 
his  wife  and  infant  child  would  be  an  act  not  less  hu- 
mane than  prudent,  as  it  might  reconcile  him  to  his  con- 
finement, and  secure  him  to  justice.  The  place  of  his 
confinement  was  equally  if  not  more  secure  in  its 
rear  than  the  guard  house  ;  and  I  believed  two  sen- 
tries a  sufficient  guard.  Had  1  taken  these  steps  at 
my  own  discretion,  my  conduct  would  have  been 
justifiable  by  law.  Billings  w  as  not  tlie  prisoner  of 
the  United  States,  but  of  the  state  of  Georgia.  This 
appears  from  the  mittimus.  Notwithstanding  he 
w  as  at  first  confined  by  the  charge  of  a  military  officer, 
the  mittimus  of  the  civil  magistrate  superceded  that 
ch^trge.  The  prisoner  being  then  committed  to  me, 
as  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison,  fe'liould  be  con- 
fined at  my  discretion.  Had  my  exertions  to  secure 
him  proved  remissly  ineffectual,  then  should  I  have 
been  amenable  to  civil  law.  These  are  my  ideas  on 
this  subject,  and  they  are  founded  in  law.  But  I  have 
shown  to  the  court  that  I  have  proceeded  in  this  af- 
fair agreeably  to  the  instruction  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate who  committed  the  prisoner  ;  and  the  event  has 
proved  that  our  determination  on  the  mode  of  con- 
finement was  proper.  The  prisoner  did  not  escape  : 
but  was  transferred  to  the  guard  house  on  demand. 
Where  then  is  the  injury,  where  the  necessity  of  this 
mighty  clamor  ? 

As  to  matter  of  contempt  in  tearing  to  pieces  the 
original  ciiarge,  mentioned  as  an  article  in  this  charge. 
I  do  not  feel  that  it  deserves  a  comment. 
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I  am  charged  Cthly,  of  "  Unjustly  defrauding  the 
troops  under  my  command  out  of  rations  which  were 
due  them^  and  storing  them  in  the  garrison  store, 
which  have  never  been  accounted  for  to  the  men.^^ 

I  have  conceded  that  nearly  one  thousand  rations 
of  flour,  an  arrearage  due  the  troops,  were  deposited 
in  the  public  store,  and  held  as  a  check  upon  a  de- 
mand which  the  contractor  had  and  was  determined 
to  prosecute,  for  the  same  quantity  of  damaged  and 
condemned  flour  destroyed  by  the  troops.  This 
concession  appears  from  the  evidence  a  just  state- 
ment of  facts.  A  moment's  explanation  might  have 
satisfied  a  mind  disposed  to  be  satisfied  :  but  this 
transaction  afforded  plausible  matter  of  charge,  and 
it  has  been  improved  !  Exertions  have  been  made  to 
substantiate  it  by  introducing  a  species  of  evidence 
unprecedented,  singular  and  mysterious.  A  note, 
something  in  the  form  of  a  dfiebill,  for  somewhere 
about  two  thousand  rations,  signed  by  a  third 
person,  without  the  knowledge  of  myself,  has,  by 
the  informer,  been  introduced  to  this  court  as  a  bul- 
"work  of  proof  against  which  it  was  expected  even 
truth  itself  could  not  prevail  !  This  note  smells  rank 
of  assassination  !  How  was  it  obtained  ?  Clandes- 
tinely, and  by  finesse  !  Of  whom  ?  Not  of  me  ;  but 
of  an  unsuspecting  serjeant  !  For  what  use  ?  Not  to 
recover  a  r^al  due  for  the  soldier  ;  but  to  create  an 
imagiiiari/  one  to  criminate  an  officer  !  Was  it  ever 
presented  me  ?  No  ;  not  till  the  confidential  person 
with  whom  it  was  deposited,  was  struck  with  con- 
viction of  the  perfidy  of  its  object  !  How  then  was  it 
presented  ?  Secretly  ;  and  Avith  a  proposition  that  I 
w^ould  contaminate  my  fingers  by  destroying  it  ! 
Was  this  an  artful  attempt  upon  the  impetuosity 
which  it  would  naturally  excite  in  my  mind  ;  or  an 
individual  wish  that  the  advantages  contemplated  to 
be  acquired  by  the  note  might  be  defeated  ?  This  re- 
mains to  me  an  enigma  !  But  the  note  was  destroyed  ! 
By  whom  ?  Not  by  me  ;  but  by  the  person  who  ob- 
tained it,  and  contrary  to  my  direction  !    Another 
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note  in  all  things  like  unto  tlie  first  lias  appeared  be- 
fore this  court  !  What  has  it  produced  in  evidence  ? 
Art  and  subtlety  in  its  projects  ;  stupidity  in  its  au- 
thor ;  and  in  its  countenance  the  deepest  hue  of  in- 
iquity !  These  are  strictures  which  naturally  arise  out 
of  this  subject.  But  notwithstanding  this  formidable 
appearance  ;  this  monster  of  illegitimate  conception ; 
simple  facts  have  demonstrated  that  my  concession 
went  to  the  extent  of  every  thing  which  existed  rela- 
tive to  this  charge  ;  and  further,  that  my  conduct  has 
not  been  fraudulent,  but  equitable. 

The  condemned  Hour  was  used  by  the  troops  in- 
discriminately at  the  time  the  rations  of  flour  in  quest- 
ion were  becoming  due.  This  was  done  by  my  ad- 
vice :  but  I  could  not  suppose  any  credit  was  due  the 
contractor  for  such  sort  of  provision.  On  his  arrival, 
however,  he  made  demand  of  payment  for  the  con- 
demned flour  thus  made  use  of  by  my  direction  ;  in- 
sisting that  condemning  it  did  not  transfer  to  me  a 
right  of  destroying  it,  nor  of  suffering  it  to  be  destroy- 
ed ;  and  declaring  that  he  would  recover  it  of  me, 
either  by  abstract,  or  by  an  action  of  trespass.  Tlie 
former  I  refused  and  he  determined  on  the  latter.  I 
had  doubts  in  my  own  mind  whether  he  could  recover 
against  me.  The  troops  were  at  that  time  well  sup- 
plied ;  and  I  concluded  that  to  retain  the  flour  in 
public  store,  which  had  become  due  the  troops  dur- 
ing the  time  of  their  using  the  condemned  flour,  till 
the  question  at  issue  should  be  determined,  or  till  the 
contractor  should  relinquish  his  idea  of  bringing  hi^ 
action,  would  be  just  and  proper  ;  and  that  then  the 
issues  should  be  made  without  respect  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  condemned  flour. 

These  facts  have  been  "unequivocally  ascertained. 
Does  this  look  like  fraud  ?  Does  it  not  favor  more 
the  complexion  of  uprightness  ?  If  the  contractor  has 
su^ained  a  loss  for  which  damages  are  recoverable 
by  law,  who  should  be  amenable  for  those  damages 
but  the  persons  who  committed  the  waste,  and  iiad 
the  benefit  of  it  ?  Had  I  appropriated  the  flour  thus 
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retained  and  stored,  to  my  own  use,  or  any  part  of  it, 
then  might  this  charge  be  supported  :  But  if  from 
the  moment  of  its  having  been  stored  it  has  remained 
as  disputed  property,  how  evident  must  it  be  to  ev- 
ery unbiassed  mind  that  the  question  of  right  alone 
held  me  in  suspense  respecting  its  issues  ?  If  I  had 
issued  it  till  this  question  was  determined,  how  clear- 
ly would  an  action  and  a  charge  lie  against  me  for 
trespassing  on  the  property  of  the  contractor  and 
where  would  have  been  my  remedy  ?  Thus,  act  as  I 
would,  on  either  side  was  I  liable  to  embarrassment 
hj  arrest  both  civil  and  military  ;  and  undoubtedly 
the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  day  would  not  have  passed 
the  opportunity. 

But  were  this  transaction  viewed  in  its  worst  light, 
still  fraud  cannot  be  made  out  of  it.  The  term  im- 
plies a  deceitfully  obtaining,  and  wrongfully  apply- 
ing to  ones  own  use,  goods  which  are  the  property  of 
another.  Has  here  been  any  deceit  ?  Has  here 
been  any  wrongful  application.  On  the  contrary, 
has  not  the  business  been  openly  conducted  ?  Have 
not  I  always  declared  facts  as  they  now  appear  on 
your  proceedings  ?  And  has  not  the  property  been 
«is  carefully  preserved  as  possible.  It  must  be  a 
strange  perversion  or  ratJier  distortion  of  terms  to 
stamp  tlie  epithet  either  of  injustice  or  fraud  upon 
the  transaction  out  of  which  this  cliarge  lias  arisen. 
I  am  confident  the  court  will  be  convinced  of  this, 
and  that  however  plausible  the  pretence  for  tiiis 
charge  may  be,  I  am  \wt  in  fact  chargeable  with  the 
most  distant  intention,  in  this  transaction,  of  wrong- 
ing an  iudividiuil,  nor  the  public,  but  on  tlie  contra 
ry,  so  far  as  possible,  disposed  to  do  justice  to  both. 

Having  gone  through  with  my  observations  on  the 
proceedings,  I  beg  the  court  will  indulge  me  in  a 
few  remarks,  which  naturally  arise  from  the  pros- 
ecution, and  the  circumstances  which  may  have  pro- 
duced it. 

What  influence  upon  superior  r.ank  the  circum- 
stance of  my   having   a  particular  destination  from 


GEN.    EATON. 

the  Secretary  of  War  may  liave^  1  leave  to  the  detenu^ 
ination  of  the  more  particular  acquaintances  of  th* 
disposition  of  a  man  in  an  elevated  station.  If  this 
circumstance  has  had  inlluence,  other  circumstances 
have  aiforded  auxiliaries  to  the  measures  which  were 
inflaenced  hy  this. 

On  my  arrival  at  St.  Mary's,  among  the  troops  of 
Virginia,  I  found  many  sick  :  these  had  no  medical 
assistance.  On  board  of  our  brig  sailed  the  Sur« 
geon's  mate.  He  recommended  to  t«"tke  these  sick 
on  board  of  us.  I  accordingly  ordered  them  on 
board.  This  obliged  my  noncommissioned  officers 
to  resign  their  births  between  decks  to  tlie  sick. 
The  evening  of  the  tirst  of  January  commenced  an 
incessant  rain.  At  ten  at  night  I  went  on  deck  and 
saw  my  noncommissioned  oflicers  rolled  in  their 
blankets  and  drenched  in  rain.  By  consent  of  the 
sailing  master  I  ordered  them  into  the  cabin  to  take 
births  upon  boxes,  chests  and  a  table.  Human- 
ity dictated  this  step.  The  day  and  night  following 
the  storm  continued.  I  again  took  them  into  the 
cabin.  This  gave  umbrage  to  the  factor  of  the  In- 
dian trade,  Mr.  Price,  who  had  all  the  passage 
occupied  as  a  stateroom,  and  had  slept  there  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  About  daybreak,  tlie  next  morn- 
ing, moving  out  of  his  stateroom  and  addressing  his 
assistant  and  a  blacksmith,  w  ho  occupied  birtlis  in  the 
cabin,  he  made  some  unmannerly  and  illnatured  stric- 
tures upon  this  arrangement  of  mine  ;  supposing  I 
was  asleep.  1  undeceived  him  ;  and  attempted  to  ar- 
gue  him  into  conciliation,  pleading  the  humanity  of 
the  measure,  and  observing  that  if  any  gentlemen 
had  reason  to  complain,  they  were  Capt.  NicoU  and 
Doct.  Gillasspy,  w  ho  slept  in  the  cabin,  and  Hot 
himself,  who  Avas  not  incommoded  in  his  lodgings  ; 
that  the  noncommissioned  officers  were  down  after 
he  was  in  bed,  and  out  beforfe  he  was  up  ;  and  hop- 
ed that  the  sight  of  a  soldiej^'s  blanket  did  not  offe».d 
hinii, 
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He  offended  me  !  I  resented  it.  Explanation  wsa^ 
had  and  the  affair  buried,  as  I  supposed,  in  oblivion  ; 
but  from  that  moment  I  have  experienced  from  that 
quarter  a  persecution  of  resentment  which,  and  in 
manner  w^hich,  a  man  of  a  liberal  mind  and  open- 
countenance  would  be  ashamed  of.  These  charges 
of  my  arrests  were  fangled  in  his  counting  room,  in 
his  own  hand  writing,  as  they  were  accidentally 
discovered  and  reported  to  me  the  morning  after  the 
secret  dispatches  went  off  with  them.  I  believe  I 
may  charge  that  lago  of  Othello  as  the  prolific  nurse  of 
all  the  mischief  which  has  been  designed  against  me. 

At  St.  Mary's,  Captain  Tinsley,or  Ensign  Allin- 
son,  shewed  me  an  appointment  of  Adjutant  Avhich 
the  Captain  had  made  the  Ensign,  which  I  think  I 
said  should  be  respected  so  far  as  my  influence  would 
obtain  ;  observing  at  the  same  time  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  regimental  staff  did  not  rest  with  platoon 
officers.  The  order  of  the  secretaiy  of  war  required 
that  the  eldest  subaltern  should  be  left  at  St.  Mary's. 
Rank  determined  tliis  command  to  Ensign  Allinson. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  here  I  ordered  a  junior  Ensign 
to  do  the  temporary  duty  of  Adjutant.  When  Col- 
onel Gaither  arrived,  I  submitted  to  him  every  ar- 
rangement I  had  made  or  contemplated  :  and  at  the 
same  time  mentioned  the  a])pointment  first  alluded  to, 
and  recommended  the  subaltern  last  alluded  to  for 
the  appointment  of  quartermaster.  But  I  received 
for  answer,  that  "  no  appointments  would  be  made  to 
those  offices.''  And  the  first  order  for  muster,  10th 
June,  coincided  with  that  answer.  Consequently 
things  remained  as  they  were.  But  Ensign  Allinson 
appeared  dissatisfied,  and  continued  so.  How  far 
this  disappointment  might  have  influenced  the  feelings 
of  4his  informer  may  be  conjectured.  From  these 
and  other  causes  which  may  be  traced  I  have  long 
since  discovered  a  disposition  in  this  tripple  alliance 
to  embarrass  me.  And  from  the  proceedings  before 
you,  gentlemen,  you  will  be  able  to  discover  whether 
my  suspicions  have  been  well  or  ill  founded,  whetlx- 
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er  this  prosecution  has  for  its  basis  truth  or  spleeu, 
and  whether  it  was  born  of  patriotism  or  a  less  hon- 
orable parent. 

With  what  face  can  my  prosecutor  accuse  me  of  a 
paltry  half  cent  speculation,  who,  on  my  arrival  into 
this  state  would  readily  have  taken  from  me  thirty 
five  thousand  dollars  for  lands,  the  titles  of  which  he 
knew  were  in  dispute,  and  believed  invalid  ;  having 
been  obtained  by  fraud  and  corruption  ?  Had  I  at 
that  moment  closed  a  bargain,  and  obtained  credit  for 
a  moiety  of  that  sum,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  I 
should  at  this  moment  be  caressed.  But  unfortu- 
nately for  my  peace,  I  ridiculed  the  dream  of  the 
speculation,  and  reprobated  the  Yazoo  grants.  Here 
sprung  up  a  new  source  of  resentment  :  and  this  was 
irritated  by  my  remonstrating  on  the  impropriety  of 
being  obliged  to  govern  myself  by  verbal  orders^ 
which  I  found  were  as  conveniently  forgotten  as 
given.  To  this  remonstrance  I  was  lead  by  a  convic- 
tion of  the  treachery  of  human  memory  :  but  this 
was  treason.  If  I  consulted  with  gentlemen  on  the 
embarrassment  of  this  mode  of  discipline,  it  was 
scandalum  rna^natiim.  For  obedience  of  verbal  or- 
ders, twice  have  I  been  indirectly  reprimanded  :  and 
once  for  the  same  crime,  an  article  is  added  in 
the  charges  of  my  arrest — (Witness  the  third  charge.) 
I  have  long  since  discovered  how  persuaded  this  man, 
Idgh  in  rank,  has  been  that  my  reputation  and  future 
happiness  should  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  partial- 

ity. 

Because  I  have  not  winked  as  he  winked,  and  smil- 
ed when  he  smiled,  acquiesced  in  the  slander  which 
most  men  suffer  from  his  splenetic  disposition,  and 
stooped  like  a  slave  when  he  condescended  to  lash 
me,  he  has  been  convinced  that  this  sacrifice,  so 
trifling  to  a  man  of  my  rank,  was  a  necessary  one  to 
his  humor.  Can  I  be  silent  on  this  subject  ?  Can 
the  respect  I  feel  for  the  presence  of  this  court, 
shall  a  tame  submission  to  the  caprice  of  weakness 
and  despotism,  confine  my  injuries  to  the  obsequious 
remedy  of  supplication  !  '^  I  have  not  slavish   tem^ 
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perance  enough  to  attend  a  favorite^s  lieels  and  catch 
his  smiles  ;  bear  an  ill  oflice  done  me  to  my  face, 
and  thank  the  lord,  vv  ho  wrongs  me,  for  his  favor." 

I  reverence  virtue^  and  respectability  ;  but  that 
accidental  consequence  which  blind  fortune  attaches 
to  the  opposite  of  these  quallliBS,  obtains  nothing  of 
me  but  what  to  rank  will  noit'le  refused. 

The  perverted  construction  which  has  been  put  on 
all  my  measures,  and  repeat^  inattention  to  my  re- 
peated request  of  a  more  humane,  yet  as  proper 
mode  of  investigating  the  facts,  prove  the  vindictive 
temper  of  this  prosecution,  and  a  prepense  intention 
to  assassinate  my  reputation. 

How  often  has  the  ground  been    sliifted,  and  new 
positions  taken  since  the  siege  has  been  laid  against 
my  character  !     How    silently   have   parallels  been 
drawn  and  evacuated  !   Spies   have   been   sent   into 
my  company,  and  even  into  my  family,  to  discover, 
if  possible  a  vulnerable  part !     Citizens  have  been 
called  from  tlieir  ])eds,  at  the  dead  liour  of  night,  to 
ascertain  facts,  which  were   transacted  in   the  center 
of  the  area  of  the  fort,  ]>y  consultation  of  the  officers 
of  the  garrison,  and  order  of  my   prosecutor  !  And  I 
am  not  yet  satisfied  that  an   instrument  has  not  been 
employed  to  sap  my  firmness  by  an  artful  attempt  up- 
on the  excitability  of  my  temper — (Witness  the  pre- 
sentment of  the  note  before  mentioned.)    Yet,  instead 
of  a   choice  of  crimes,  as  the  boast  has   gone   out, 
what  deliberate  anxiety  has    been    discovered  to  get 
hold  of  any   thing    which  could  be  distorted   into  a 
misprison     of  criminality.     Even    my   misfortunes 
have  l>3en  called  up  and  passed  in  review   with  a 
motive,  not  of  commiseration,  but  to  spy  out  of  them 
some  ambiguity,  which  could  be  metamorphosed  into 
crimes.     If  the  salvation  of  a  country  depend ed  on 
"  my  fall  there  might  be  found  an    apology  for  this  sin- 
gular ])rosecution,  but  if  private  animosity  is  only  to 
be  gratified,  the  means  which   have  been  used,  and 
perseverance   observed  should   take   another   name 
than  that  of  merit. 
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Wild  must  have  been  the  infatuation  of  the  mind 
to  have  prevailed  on  itself  to  endeavor  to  distil  spec- 
ulation out  of  measures  w  hich  the  man  himself  had 
recommended^  and  fraud  from  an  economy  which 
was  due  to  the  public  and  to  justice.  Who  cannot 
discover,  even  with  b^j^ne  eye,  that  other  motives 
than  public  measure<nHiist  have  actuated  this  pro- 
ceeding !  And  who  does  not  blush  at  the  ridiculous 
veil  of  hypocrisy  under  whicli  this  malevolence  is 
masked  !  It  is  envy  in  the  shape  of  conscience  !  It  is 
however  possible  that  misrepresentation  lias  done  all 
this.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  moving  cause,  T 
feel  that  I  have  suffered.  All  the  poison  of  my  life 
magnified  by  a  jealous  and  creative  imagination  has 
been  scattered  before  the  winds  to  blast  my  lionor. 
Had  my  herald  been  delighted  as  much  with  good 
as  with  evil  extracts,  he  could  here  and  tliere,  from 
my  memoirs,  liave  gathered  a  little  of  the  dews  of 
benevolence  and  humanity  to  perfume  the  breath  of 
slander  :  but  it  is  the  spider's  peculiar  qnality  to  ex- 
tract poison  from  the  same  flower  from  which  tlie 
bee  will  gather  honey. 

When  a  man  only  lies  under  the  imputation  of 
malconduct,  the  secret  satisfaction  which  ma.n- 
kind  feel  in  the  misfortunes  of  their  fellow  men,  in- 
duces a  kind  of  instinctive  credit  to  the  calumny  ; 
and  common  fame  is  always  ready  to  give  it  curren- 
cy. With  such  as  are  inclined  to  relish  evil  reports, 
and  such  there  are,  slight  presumption  will  be  ad- 
mitted  as  positive  evidence,  and  every  evil  thing  will 
Ije  believed.  ^^  The  grossest  sophistry  will  pass 
upon  men's  understandings  when  used  in  support  of 
measures  to  wliich  they  are  already  inclined.''  And 
good  men  credit  evil  reports  from  a  consciousness  of 
the  frailty  of  human  nature.  Hence,  when  slander 
once  drops  from  the  invenomed  tongue,  it  more  or 
less  obtains  credit  of  all  men ;  and  the  reluctance 
which  all  men  feel  at  the  imputation  of  guilt,  prompt 
them  to  shun  the  suffering  character  through  fear  of 
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being  suspected  accomplices  in  his  crimes.     Hence 
an  insulted   character  suffers   every  inconvenience 
from  the   secret  whisper  of  malevolence,   which  it 
can  from  positive  conviction  :  all  the  infamy  which 
attaches  itself  to  crimes  already  consumes  his   hon- 
or ;  and  conviction  can  add  nothing  to  the  sufferings 
of  the  maiiy  but  the  pain  or  the  disgrace    of  punish- 
ment.    Hence  the  innocent  are  as  liable  to  suffer  as 
the  guilty  ;  and  hence  the  dumb  significance   of  a 
muscle,  has  frequently  the  address  to  blast  a  reputa- 
tion.    When   hatred  combines  with   propensity  to 
distress  a  character,  and  power  is  called  in  to  aid  the 
assault,   it  imbitters  tiie  venom  of  calumny  with  the 
gall  of  persecution.     This    I  most  solemnly   feel. 
What  but  fortified   invidiousness,  which   could   be 
satiated  only  by  my  ruin,  could  figure  to  itself,  even 
in  imagination,  the  possibility  of  my  having  wronged 
a  soldier  ?  In  all  this  tedious  process,  not  a  single 
soul  has  been  produced  who  has  even  felt  dissatisfied 
with  me  :  nor  who  would  consent  that  the  idea  should 
be  recorded.     Yet  has  it  been  industriously  blazoned 
that  I  have  stooped  to   injure  my  soldiers.     Is  there 
a  soldier  in  existence,  and  has  served  with  me,  who 
can  be  made  to  say  this  !  Did  ever  a  sick,  or  an  hun- 
gry, or  a  distressed  soldier  represent  to  me  his  wants 
and  go  away  unrelieved  ?   Not  a  living  soldier  can 
say  this  :  and  the  dead,  if  they  could  declare  for  me, 
would  testify   that  my  disinterested  acts  of  benevo- 
lence  have   always  been  commensurate  Avitli  their 
lives.     Is  there  a  man  in   existence,  and  is  my  ac- 
quaintance, Avho  can  say  that  a  single  act  of  all  my 
actions  has  been  stamped  with  parsimony  ?  Or  who 
will  not  rather  say  that  the  other  extreme   has  been 
an  error  of  my  life  ?  My   kitchen  has    always  been 
an  hospital  and  an  inn  for  the  sick  and  the  distress- 
ed soldier,  and  my   quarters  a  caravansary   for  the 
stranger.     With  the  utjuost  truth  I  can  declare,  th.at 
from  almost  eight  years  service  in  a  military  capaci- 
ty, nearly  five  of  which  I  have  received  the  pay  and 
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emolament  of  Captain,  with  the  additioiipl  emolu- 
ment some  part  of  the  time  of  Brigade  Major,  I  have 
not  saved  a  single  guinea.  Yet  have  I  not  lived 
profusely,  nor  indulged  intemperance. 

Then  it  cannot  be  from  an  overgrown  fortune  that 
I  am  charged  with  speculation  and  fraud  !  not  from 
extravagance  of  living  :  and  not  from  the  complaints 
of  injured  individuals  1  What  then  can  it  be  from  ? 
An  invidious  wish  that  it  were  so  !  For  the  justice  of 
this  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  refer  you  to  the  pro- 
ceedings before  you. 

The  bias  which  uncontradicted  report  must  have 
given  this  court  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial, 
would  have  alarmed  me,  were  I  not  persuaded  that 
with  every  member  which  compose  it,  prepossession 
would  give  place  to  facts.  It  is  the  province  o  Uruth; 
when  drawn  from  her  recess,  to  unmask  deception 
and  falshood,  and  to  compose  to  their  natural  form 
the  features  which  jealousy,  envy,  or  a  spleeny  im- 
agination had  distorted  into  deformity. 

But  gentlemen,  I  am  growing  prolix,  and  you  im- 
patient. I  knoAv  you  will  recollect  tltat  you  sit  here 
to  determine  in  law  and  equity,  between  the  United 
States  and  myself,  on  charges  in  the  decision  of  which 
my  reputation,  my  future  happiness,  and  tliat  of  my 
family  cannot  but  be  involved.  I  feel  that  if  the 
most  imbittered  construction  should  be  applied  to 
my  conduct  as  shewn  to  you  from  the  evidence,  it 
would  require  the  eye  of  casuistry  to  extract  crim- 
inality from  it. 

I  trust  and  firmly  believe  that  your  decision  will  be 
unbiassed  and  impartial  :  that  compliment  to  indi- 
vidual opinion,  character  or  caprice,  will  have  no  in- 
fluence in  your  deliberation  :  and  that  from  the  test 
of  truth,  you  will  be  able  to  determine  that  econo- 
my and  not  speculation^  that  humanity  and  not  con- 
tempt  of  law  nor  etiquette,  and  thsd  justice  and  not 
fraud,  have  dictated  that  conduct  which  has  beefi 
stamped  with  the  impression  of  criminality. 
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With  confidence  I  rest  my  cause  in  the  integiity 
of  this  court. 

WM.  EATON,  Captain  of  Infantry. 

On  the  seventh  instant  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  were  forwarded  to  the  Commandant  at  St.  Ma- 
ry's. I  was  there  on  tlie  trial  of  Billings,  and  was 
informed  by  a  gentleman  of  the  bar,  that  the  Lom- 
mandanfc,  disgusted  with  the  decision,  had  determin- 
ed to  forward  the  proceedings  to  his  excellency  the 
President,  without  acting  upon  them.  In  coroljora- 
tion  of  this  information,  this  day  Major  Freeman 
received  an  order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  court, 
but  nothing  of  the  decision.  For  this  piece  of  acci- 
dental justice  I  would  thank  him,  had  he  not  in  do- 
ing  it^aid  a  necessity  of  prolonging  my  confinement 
within  the  walls  of  a  fort  I  did  not  believe  he 
would  dare  shoAV  those  proceedings  wliere  he  ever 
wished  to  show  liis  face.  Every  tiling  is  studiously 
arranged  with  design  to  counteract  my  felicity.  It  is 
in  vain  to  plead  that  duty  or  public  good  requires 
this  treatment.  The  former  requires  not  the  aid  of 
falshood  in  its  execution,  and  the  latter  seldom  ac- 
knowledges itself  in  debt  to  meanness  and  oppression. 
But  I  am  not  the  only  officer  who  suffers  under  this 
lash  of  tyranny.  Ris  liumor  is  the  standard  by 
which  his  esteem  or  hatred  is  measured  :  and  his 
power  deals  out  to  the  favorites  the  natural  partiali- 
ties. Nor  does  he  seem  satisfied  to  confine  his  influ- 
ence to  individual  character.  I  wish  I  were  not 
compelled  to  believe  that  his  misrepresentation  has 
prevented  that  good  understanding  which  might  otli- 
erwise  have  been  restored  to  the  United  States  and 
Georgia.  What  man  in  his  senses  could  imagine 
tliat  General  Jackson,  who  sailed  on  board  a  sioop 
to  the  treaty,  with  few  more  then  twenty  volunteer 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  a  subaltern,  contem- 
plated to  assume  the  command  at  this  post  ?  Every 
one  who  knows  the  General  must  be  satisfied  that  he 
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has  better  informed  military  ideas  than  to  attempt 
this.  Yet  the  Commandant  had  the  address,  by  pos- 
itive declaration,  to  impress  tlie  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  with  this  idea.  The  consequences  have 
been  detailed  in  public  print  :  the  dernier  event  is 
to  be  feared  !  But  a  priyate  pique  of  long  standing 
was  gratified.  These  things,  though  they  take  the 
prostituted  name  of  federalism,  to  me  appear  vastly 
uncandid.  The  liljerties  I  am  taking  may  perhaps 
be  considered  unwarrantable.  Indeed  I  know,  an 
officer  here  must  confine  his  ideas,  like  his  ])erson, 
within  the  stockades  of  his  post,  and  shall  have 
leave  to  think  through  the  organ  of  a  Commandant, 
provided  his  ideas  keep  tlie  channel  of  his  views.  I 
am  not  made  of  such  stutl' :  and  have  never  yet  been 
reduced  to  feel  that  the  livery  of  a  soldier  should 
smother  the  lisrht  of  understanding:,  or  manacle  the 
pinions  of  reason.  If  these  liberties  then  should  be 
construed  into  disrespect,  I  sliall  cliarge  the  misde- 
meanor to  maxims  to  which  I  have  always  atucred, 
that  rank  has  no  just  claims  beyond  the  boundary 
lines  of  duty  :  that  respect  is  a  voluntary  attachment 
to  merit,  and  tliat  no  consideration  should  prevail  on 
a  man  to  veil  the  face  of  truth  in  obsequiousness  to 
any  man's  humor  or  interest.  If,  still  sore  from  tlie 
sting  of  envy,  I  have  dipped  my  pen  in  acrimony,  I 
trust  the  abuse  I  have  suffered  will  suiliciently  apol- 
ogise for  me.  If  my  complaint  merits  a  hearing,  re- 
dress will  undoubtedlv  naturallv  follow.  But  if  my 
persecutors  should  have  the  address  to  blast  me  at 
this  period  of  life,  I  shall  feel  the  sad  reconciliatioiB 
that  I  shall  have  fallen  an  earlv  martvr  to  the  die- 
tates  of  truth,  duty,  and  humanity. 

It  has  been  confidentially  said  between  the  two 
gentlemen  most  interested  in  my  reports,  and  over- 
lieard  ;  ^'  We  must  get  that  Eaton  out  of  the  way  !" 
I  truly  stand  almost  alone  ;  but  feel  myself  never 
theless  steadfast.  The  recruit,  an  Ensign  Allinson 
who  has  been  employed   as  au  instrumentj  lo  eiTect 
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tjlie  project,  has  generously  been  offered  iive  hundred 
acres  of  land  at  this  post  as  a  pledge  of  the  trust  and 
coniSdence  reposed  in  him.  Plans  have  been  well 
concerted,  confidence  and  secresy  have  been  sacredly 
adhered  to,  and  no  exertions  have  been  wanting  to 
excite  the  jpatriotic  project.  But  yet  I  stand,  and 
believe  I  shall,  till  my  enemies  are  confounded,  and 
the  public  shall  blush  at  the  depravity  of  principles 
which  have  moved  my  misfortunes.  I  am  not  in-  • 
deed  tenacious  of  holding  my  commission  on  a  peace 
establishment,  and  should  before  this  have  requested 
to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  derangments  ;  but  to  re- 
tire from  service  at  this  crisis  would  bear  an  unfavor- 
able construction.  My  only  anxiety  is  to  leave  ser- 
vice like  a  soldier.  As  such  •!  trust  I  have  served, 
and  am  at  all  times  ready  to  serve,  should  my  coun- 
try demand  my  service.  But  let  not  speculath)n  and 
malice  ])revail  to  blast  a  life  and  family  devoted  to 
the  calls  of  duty  and  human  happiness. 

Sii?^  'irely  do  I  beg  ])ardon  for  this  intrusion  :  but, 
my  honored  Sir,  to  whom  else  shall  I  address  my 
aii:2:rirvance  ?  If  your  confidence  in  me  has  been  mis- 
placed,  it  cannot,  1  think,  but  affect  your  feelings. 
And  if  falshood  and  cruelty  should  have  the  influence 
to  place  it  in  that  light,  the  consequence  will  be  the 
same.  1  am  in  possession  of  some  facts,  interesting 
to  the  ])ubiic,  wliich  I  shall  bring  forward  in  the 
proper  channel  when  digested,  and  when  my  em- 
barrassments shall  be  removed.  These  shall  show 
who  are  patrons  of  speculation  on  the  public,  and 
Avho  are  embarked  on  the  bottom  of  truth,  who  of 
misrepresentation. 

I  have  to  request  that  my  command,  which  has 
been  wantonly  and  violentlv  Avrested  from  me,  mav 
be  restored.  My  honor  is  pledged  that  my  eye  shall 
be  fixed  on  tlic  ])ublic  measures  without  respect  to 
the  feelings  of  individuals.  And  when  facts  are  as- 
certained and  the  veil  removed  from  tlie  public  eye, 
Uiat  justice. may  be  established,  I  shall  then  ask  leave 
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to  retire  from  a  service  in  which  an  honest  man  can 
acquire  no  other  scars  than  from  tlie  shafts  of  those 
dark  and  deadly  assassins^  envy  and  selfishness. 

With  profound  respect^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain. 
Sir, 

Your  most  ohedientj  and  very  hum- 
hie  servant, 

William  Eatox^  Capt. 
of  Infantry. 

'The  Honor  able 

Timothy  Pickerixg^ 

Secretary  for  the  department  of  state. 
Philadelphia. 

For  some  specification  of  one  of  these  charges  Ea- 
Tox  was  sentenced  to  hvo  months  suspension  from 
command.  That  it  Avas  of  no  very  criminal  nature^ 
appears  from  the  following;  extracts  of  letters  written 
by  Ensign  Thompson^  one  of  the  court  martial. 

^"  Our  Col.  C'ommandani,  who  is  an  iainorant,  de- 
bauched,  unprincipled  old  batciielor,  appears  willing 
to  sacrifice  the  purest  character  to  gratify  the  spleen 
of  his  soul. 

He  lias  long  since  been  collecting  materials  to  ef- 
fect the  destruction  of  Captain  Dickinson^  a  man 
w  orthy  of  esteem,  and  who  wears  more  scars  of  pat- 
riotism, acquired  in  the  struggle  for  American  liber-* 
ty,  than  perhaps  any  other  man  in  the  United  States. 
I  was  a  member  of  the  court  martial  Avhich  tried  Cap- 
tain Dickinson.  At  this  court  the  Colonel's  want 
of  knowledge,  and  want  of  truth,  made  him  lose  my 
esteem  ;  and  in  my  opinion,  forfeited  his  title  to  it, 
from  every  honest  man. 

His  next  object  was  Capt.  Eatox,  against  whom 
the  Colonel's  jealousy  and  envy  were  av/akened, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  Capt^s  having  parties- 
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lar  command  at   Colerain,  where  the  trading  post 
should  be.  • 

Captain  Eaton's  punctuality  likewise^  in  giving 
information  of  the  situation  of  this  frontier,  was  an- 
other source  of  bitterness  ;  as  heretofore,  there  had 
seldom  been  any  reports  of  the  kind,  not  clothed  with 
partiality. 

This,  Col.  Gaither  might  naturally  enough  imag- 
ine, nii£:ht  amount  to  a  reflection  on  him. 

This  must  liave  been  his  idea  :  for  he  commanded 
Capt.  Eaton  to  make  no  rejwrts^  although  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  given  instruction  that  he  should. 
From  a  number  of  reasons,  it  was  supposed  by  the 
Col.  and  his  confederates,  that  liis  sacrifice  was  nec- 
essary to  their  reputation  :  for  the  party  have  been 
heard  to  say,  "  We  must  get  rid  of  this  Eaton,'^ 

Captain  Eaton  v/as  arrested,  notwithstanding  he 
had  tAv  ice  made  a  written  demand  for  a  court  of  en- 
quiry, and  once  verbally.  This  was  his  legal  right, 
and  this  v,  ould  have  saved  much  trouble  ;  as  it 
would  have  convinced  every  unprejudiced  mind,  tliat 
the  circulation  of  the  reports  had  no  foundation  ;  and 
shown  that  they  were  raised  only  from  a  wish  that 
there  were  cause  of  criminality. 

Enquiry  was  not  to  be  had.  The  court  martial 
consisted  of  iive  members;  one  Major  who  was  his 
inveterate  enemy,  as  he  is  to  every  plain  dealer  ;  two 
Captains,  one  of  whom  was  aspiring  to  his  com- 
mand ;  the  other,  though  in  general  looked  upon  as 
an  honest  man,  yet  knows  nothing  of  law  and  the 
nature  of  evitlence,  and  might  perhaps,  be  as  deep  in 
the  party,  as  the  prosecutor.  All  were  inferior  in 
rank  to  Capt.  Eaton,  except  tlie  President.  En- 
sign M'Call  was  the  only  person  who  appeared  to 
me  unprejudiced.  I  Avas  a  member  of  the  court  my- 
self; and  although  my  oath  restricts  my  mentioning 
the  opinion  of  any  particular  member,  as  to  the  de- 
cision, yet  it  is  not  a  violation  to  say  that  there  was 
the  most  ostensible  partiality  ;  and  that  more  anxie- 
ty and  exertion  were  discovered  to   give   propriety, 
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duty,  and  lionesty,  the  colorings  of  their  opposites, 
than  that  truth  should  have  its  inthience. 

The  trial  was  tedious.  iJpvvards  of  a  fortnight 
we  were  upon  it  :  and  after  all  was  said ;  after  all 
that  had  heen  collecting  for  about  live  months,  by  the 
scrutiny  of  surrounding  enemies,  and  by  spies  which 
had  been  sent  into  his  company  and  family  ;  to  what 
did  it  amount  ?  It  amounted  to — wJiat  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  say,  being  a  mem])er  of  the  court,  and  as 
the  sentence  is  not  yet  approved  of  by  the  Col. 
Commandant." 

It  appears  also  from  the  petition  of  Jolin  F.  Ran- 
dolph, and  twenty  nine  others,  heads  of  ffimilies  liv- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Colerain,  addressed  to  the  War 
Department,  that  Capt.  Eaton  had  given  great  sat- 
isfaction to  the  neiirliborhood,  bv  restrainins:  his  sol- 
diers  from  plunder  :  as  tlie  petitioners,  after  his  re- 
moval, complain  of  the  atrocious  conduct  of  the 
soldiery,  and  tlie  acquiescence  of  tlie  oflicers,  and 
pray  that  Eaton  may  be  restored  to  command. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  were  sent  to 
Gaither,  whose  duty  it  was  to  decide  n])on  them. 
As  his  object  was  not  attained,  instead  of  deciding 
upon  the  sentence,  he  ordered  Eaton  to  l)e  confined 
within  the  walls  of  Fort  Pickering,  where  he  was 
immured  upwards  of  a  month  ;  and  sent  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  to  the  Secretary  at 
War  :  and  ordered  Eaton  to  the  seat  of  governmenl, 
after  this  long  confinement. 

On  arriving  at  Philadelphia,  in  December,  Capt. 
Eaton  presented  himself  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
desiring  to  know  wliat  standing  he  then  had.  The 
Secretary  informed  him  that  the  sentence  was  not 
confirmed  ;  and  that  his  standing  was   not  changed. 

In  January,  1797?  Eaton  returned  to  Brimfield, 
where  he  continued  till  the  ensuing;  summer,  when  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia,  in  consequence  of  general 
marching  orders. 

In  July,  he  was  charged  with  a  confidential  com 
mission  from  the  Secretary  of  state,  to  execute  the 
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orders  Avliicli  sliould  be  issued  bv  a  committee  of 
Congress  sitting  to  procure  information  relative  to  the 
conspiracy  of  William  Blount  ;  and  received  orders 
and  a  warrant  to  repair  to  New  York^  and  arrest 
Doctor  Nicholas  Romayne  and  his  papers.  This 
duty  was  immediately  performed.  Eaton  left  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  merning  of  the  10th  July^  and  se- 
cured Romaviie  and  his  papers^  before  3  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  and  brought  him  to  Philadelphia  at 
%  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  12th. 

On  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  lie  was  appointed 
Consul  to  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Tunis. 

During  the  same  month  he  was  charged  with  dis- 
patclies  for  Mr.  Cxerry,  then  in  Cambridge,  w  ho  was 
about  to  sail  i'or  France  ;  which  were  delivered  ac- 
cording to  their  address. 

The  autumn  Eaton  spent  in  Brimfield  ;  and  the 
Avinter  in  a  journey  to  the  Ohio  ;  whence  he  returned 
to  Brimfield  in  March,  1798  ;  where  he  continued 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  till  Nov.  ISth,  when^ 
on  receiving  information  from  the  Secretary  of  state 
that  the  vessels  destined  to  Algiers  were  ready  to  de- 
part^ he  took  leave  of  his  family,  and,  on  the  18th, 
arrived  at  Philadelphia. 

On  tiie  2;2d  of  December,  Mr.  Eaton  took  leave 
of  the  Secretary  of  &tate,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  went 
on  board  the  U.  S.  brig  Sophia,  Capt.  Henry 
I  Geddes,  commander,  bound  to  Algiers  ;  in  company 
\  w  ith  the  Hero,  a  ship  of  350  tons  burden,  loaded 
Avith  naval  stores  for  the  Dey  of  Algiers  ;  the  Has- 
l  san  Bashaw,  an  armed  brig  of  275  tons,  mounting 
I  eight  six  pounders,  destined  to  Algiers  :  the  Skjol- 
\  dabrand,  a  schooner  of  250  tons,  16  double  fortified 
\  four  pounders,  destined  to  Algiers  ;  and  the  Le  la 
Eisha,  of  150  tons,  14  four  pounders,  also  destined 
to  Algiers.  All  these  vessels  excepting  the  Sophia, 
were  to  be  delivered  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  for  ar^ 
rearages  of  stipulation  and  present  dues. 
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James  Leander  Cathcart,  appointed  Consul  at 
Tripoli,  and  his  Lady,  took  passage  in  tiie  Sophia 
^vith  Mr.  Eatox. 

In  the  month  of  August,  4797^   Joseph   Etienne    \ 
Famin,  a  French  merchant  residing  at  Tunis,  agent 
for  tlie  United    States  there,  formed  a  treaty  with 
the   regency  of  Tunis.     This  treaty  was   discussed 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the  month  of     . 
March,  1798,  and  ratified,  with  the  exception  of  the     \ 
14th  article,  which  was  in  these  Avords. 

'^  The  Citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
who  shall  transport  into  the  kingdom  of  Tunis  the 
merchandize  of  their  country  in  the  vessels  of  their 
nation,  sliall  pay  three  per  cent  duty.  Such  as  may 
be  laden  by  such  citizens  under  a  foreign  ilag  com- 
ing from  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  shall  pay 
ten  per  cent  duty.  Such  as  may  be  laden  by  for- 
eigners on  l)oard  of  American  vessels  coming  from 
any  place  whatever,  shall  also  pay  ten  per  cent  duty. 
If  any  Tunisian  merchant  wishes  to  carry  merchan- 
dize of  his  country,  under  any  flag  whatever,  into  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  on  his  own  account, 
he  shalUpay  three  per  cent  duty.*' 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  this  Mr.  Famin, 
a  Frenchman,  sliould  have  been  authorized  to  make 
this  treaty,  at  a  time  when  France  and  the  United 
States  had  assumed  a  hostile  attitude.  His  being 
recommended  by  Mr.  Barlow  may  how^ever  assist 
in  the  solution  of  such  an  impropriety.  If  Famin 
was  ignorant  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  unfit  to  negotiate  a  treaty  ;  if  not  ig- 
norant, the  14th  article  discovers  a  gross  violation  of 
duty  and  propriety.  The  first  object  demanding  the 
attention  of  the  two  Consuls,  Eatox  and  Cathcart^ 
in  conjunction  with  O'Brien,  Consul  at  Algiers,  and 
then  there,  w^as  an  alteration  of  the  14th  article  of  this 
treaty  :  the  three  Consuls,  or  any  two  of  them,  being 
authorised  to  make  the  adjustment. 

It  w^as  suspected  by  the  government  of  the  U.  S, 
that  the  latter  part  of  the  14th  article  might  liave  been 
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inserted  by  Famin  with  an  expectation  of  deriving  for 
himself  great  commercial  advantages  by  opening  a 
direct  trade  from  Tunis  to  this  country  :  or  that  the 
Bey  and  his  chiefs,  either  aware  of  the  effects  of  the 
article^  or  being  imformed  by  Famin,  might  contrive 
it  as  the  instrument  of  obtaining  a  new  sacrifice  to 
their  avarice  ;  expecting  it  would  not  be  ratified  by 
the  United  States';  and  that  the  United  States,  in  or« 
der  to  get  it  expunged,  would  offer  the  Bey  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  money.  But,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  motive,  the  article  was  inadmissible  ;  and 
the  consuls  were  instructed  to  alter  it,  so  as  to  place 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  Tunis,  and 
that  of  Tunis  with  the  United  States,  on  the  footing 
of  the  commerce  of  the  most  favored  nation  for  the 
time  being  ;  or  to  insist  on  its  rejection,  even  though 
immediate  war  should  be  the  consequence. 

Objection  was  also  made  by  the  Senate  to  some  oth- 
er parts  of  the  treaty  ;  especially  the  provision  that  a 
barrel  of  gunpowder  should  be  paid  the  Tunisian 
government,  for  the  firing  of  every  gun  of  a  Tunisian 
fort,  saluting  American  armed  vessels  entering  their 
harbors,  ;  the  number  of  guns  for  a  salute  be- 
ing left  to  the  pleasure  of  those  saluting. 

The  followins:  is  Mr.  Eaton's  Letter  of  Cre- 
dence. 
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(C-.i^.  s.;§  JOHN  ADAMS, 


PRESIDENT  OF  the  UNITED  STATES 


OF 


AMERICA. 


TO  the  most  lUusfrions  and  most  Magnifi- 
cent Prince,  the  Bey^  who  commands  the  Odgiac  of 
Tunis,  the  abode  ofhajypiness,  and  the  most  honored 
Ibrahim  Dey,  and  Soliman^  Aga  of  the  Janisaries, 
and  Chief  of  the  Divan  and  all  the  Holders  of  the 
Ods:iac. 

Illustrious  and  Honored  Friends. 

SOME  ilifiTiculties  occurring  in  the  termS  of 
the -treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  vStates  and  you,  and  being  de- 
sirous of  removing  the  same  in  the  most  proper 
manner,  I  have  appointed  and  given  full  povver 
to  our  respected  citizens,  Richard  O'Brien,  Es- 
quire, William  Eaton,  Esquire,  and  James  Le- 
ANDER  Cathcart,  Esquirc,  to  negotiate  with  you 
for  the  removal  of  those  difficulties.  I  therefor^ 
request  you  to  receive  the  said  Richard  O'Bri- 
en, William  Eaton  and  James  Leander  Cath- 
cart, or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  at  Tunis  and 
present  you  this  letter,  and  to  hear  and  believe 
the  explanations  of  those  difficulties  which  they 
are    directed   to  lay    before  vou  ;  and  whereupon 
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they  have  authority  to  arrange  with  you  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  in  a  manner  compatible  with  the  in- 
terest and  honor  of  the  two  nations,  by  which 
peace  may  be  continued,  commerce  established, 
and  the  greatest  advantages  enjoyed  on  both  sides. 
And  may  the  Infinite  God  direct  our  hearts  to 
that  which  is  right. 

Illustrious  and  Hoxored  Friends. 

I  have  appointed  the  said  Willian  Eaton, 
Esquire,  to  be  Consul  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  city  and  kingdom  of  Tunis,  to  reside  at  Tu- 
nis, to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  and  their  citizens.  Wherefore,  I  request 
you  to  receive  him  as  their  Consul,  to  cause  him 
to  be  duly  respected,  and  to  give  full  credence  to 
what  he  shall  say  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  more  especially  when  he  shall  assure 
you  of  their  friendsliip  and  good  will. 

Given  under  ray  liand  and  the  great  Seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  at  Philadelphia, 
the  twenty  first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  tiiousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
eight,  and  tlie  Independence  of  the  United  State!=j 
the  twentv  third. 

JOHN  ADAM^. 

Bjj  the  Fresident^  Timothy  Pickering, 
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On  the  9tli  of  February,  the  Sophia  arrived  in  the  ^ 
hay  of  Algiers,  after  a  passage  of  thirty  six  days  \ 
from  the  capes  of  DehiAvare.  Eaton  and  Cath-  | 
CART  waited  on  O'Brien,  Consul  General  of  the  Unit-  | 
ed  States  for  the  Barbary  coast,  and  continued  with 
him  till  the  2d  of  March.  On  the  (8th  of  Februa- 
ry the  armed  vessels  stipulated  to  be  given  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  were  delivered  to  the  Regency.  On  the 
22nd,  Eaton  and  Cathcart  were  introduced  to  the 
palace.     The  introduction  is  thus  described  by  Ea- 

TOX. 

^^  Feb.  22,  Friday,  12  o'clock,  M.  admitted  to  an 
nudience  with  the  J)ey. 

Consuls  O'Brien,  Cathcart  and  myself.  Captains 
Geddes,  Smith,  Penrose,  Maloy,  proceeded  from  the 
American  house  to  the  ccmrt  yard  of  (he  palace,  un- 
covered our  heads,  entered  the  area  of  the  hall,  as- 
cended a  winding  maze  of  iive  flights  of  stairs,  to  a 
narrow,  dark  entry,  leading  to  a  contracted  apartment 
of  about  12  by  eight  feet,  the  private  audience  room. 
Here  we  took  off  onr  shoes  ;  and,  entering  the  cave, 
(for  so  it  seemed)  witli  small  apertures  of  light  with 
iron  grates,  we  were  shown  to  a  huge,  shaggy  beast, 
sitting  on  his  rump,  upon  a  low  bench,  covered  m  ith  a 
cushion  of  embroidered  velvet,  Avith  his  hind  le2:s 
gathered  up  like  a  taylor,  or  a  bear.  On  our  ap- 
proach to  him,  he  reached  out  his  fore  paw  as  if  to 
receive  something  to  eat.  Onr  guide  exclaimed, 
^'  Kiss  the  Dey's  hand  !  ''  The  consul  general 
bowed  very  elegantly,  and  kissed  it  ;  and  we  follow- 
ed his  example  in  succession.  The  animal  seemed 
at  that  moment  to  be  in  a  harmless  mode  :  he  grin- 
ned several  times  ;  but  made  very  little  noise.  Sav- 
ing performed  this  ceremony,  and  standing  a  few 
moments  in  silent  agony,  we  had  leave  to  take  our 
vshoes  and  other  property,  and  leave  the  den,  without 
any  other  injury  than  the  humility  of  being  obliged, 
in  this  involuntary  manner,  to  violate  the  second 
comnpiandment  of  God,  and  offend  common  decency. 
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Can  any  man  beliete  that  this  elevated  brute  has 
seven  kini^  s  of  Europe,  two  republics,  and  a  conti- 
nent, tributary  to  him,  when  his  whole  naval  force  is 
not  equal  to  two  line  of  battle  ships  ?  It  is  so  !'^ 

Mr.  Eaton's  reception  at  Tunis,  and  the  progress 
made  in  adjusting  the  treaty,  cannot  better  be  ex- 
plained than  by  himself,  in  his  first  communication 
from  Tunis,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  extracts 
from  this  letter  will  also  give  the  reader  some  idea 
of  tlie  mode  of  conducting  diplomatic  concerns  on  the 
coast  of  Barbarv» 

I'uniSy  2Qth  March,  1799. 

Sir; 

THE  following  extract  from  my  jounial, 
being  compared  and  corresponding  with  Mr.  Catb- 
cart's,  will  receive  his  signature,  and  be  forwarded 
by  Capt.  Geddes  ;  and  ^vl\\  detail  our  progress  from 
the  moment  of  leaving  x^lgiers  till  the  finishing  of 
our  negociation. 

March  2d.  Sjiiled  from  Algiers  for  Tunis. 

Sth.  Forced  by  contrary  Avinds  into  the  bay 
of  Byserte.  Went  on  shore  ;  and  at  2  P.  M.  dis- 
patclied  a  courier  by  land,  with  the  following  letter 
td  Signor  Azulai,  a  Hebrew  merchant  at  Tunis. 

^^  The  underwritten  envoys,  commissioned  by  tlie 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  ne- 
goeisbte  and  fix  on  certain  alterations  in  the  Treaty  of 
peace  between  the  Bey  of  Tunis  and  said  States,  on 
board  the  American  brigantine,  Sophia,  now  riding 
at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Biserte,  avail  tliemselves  of 
an  opportunity  of  a  Courier  by  land  to  apprize 
Signor  Solomon  Azulai,  that,  by  the  first  fair  wind, 
tliey  will  proceed  to  Tunis,  to  enter  upon  the  nego- 
ciation, and  to  desire  him  to  provide,  v/ith  economy, 
a  convenient  liouse,  with  suitable  furniture  for  their 
reception. 

They  have  letters  of  importance  fi*om  the  house  of 
Bocri  and  Busnah  in  Algiers  for  Signor  Azulai :  but 
iill  an  opportunity  presents  of  delivering  them  with 
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tlieir  own  liaBd^  tliey  desire  that  the  purport  of  this 
note  may  be  kept  a  profound  secret. 
Please  to  accept,  8Cc, 

W.  EATON, 

J.  L.  CATHCART. 

This  letter,  translated  into  Italian,  with  its  origin- 
al, was  forwarded  by  a  Moor,  whom  we  employed 
for  the  purpose. 

A  heavy  wind  blowing  into  the  mole,  and  a  strong 
current  setting  out,  occasioned  such  a  surf  that  we 
found  it  impossible  to  reembark  ;  and  we  were  very 
hospitably  invited  to  take  accommodation  in  a  Chris- 
tian house,  Stephen  Decoster,  an  Italian,  wlio  was 
acting  vice  consul  for  the  Emperor,  Holland  and 
Ragusa.  In  this  house  was  a  Secretary  of  Mr. 
Famin,  who  suspected  our  character,  and  communi- 
cated his  suspicions  to  him. 

March  iOth.  By  the  assistance  of  the  Captain  of 
the  port,  with  a  launch,  we  got  on  board  our  brig. 
In  this  place  we  experienced  much  hospitality,  but 
paid  dear  for  it  in  cash. 

nth.  At  night  anchored  off  cape  Carthagena. 
i2th.  Half  past  two  o'clock,  afternoon,  came 
to  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Tunis.  Proceeded  with  tiie 
Commandant  in  the  boat  to  the  Goulette  :  Exhibit- 
ed to  the  Aga  of  the  marine  tlie  ship's  papers,  and  re- 
ceived his  assurance  that  proper  information  should 
be  sent  to  the  Bey  ;  and  that  tomorrow  at  eleven  iu 
the  morning  a  flag  would  be  hoisted  as  a  signal  for 
our  proceeding  to  Tunis. 

i^th.  Eight  in  the  morning  a  renegade  from  the 
palace  came  on  board  with  the  Bey's  permission  to 
us  to  go  on  shore.  We  immediately  proceeded  in 
the  barge  to  the  city,  where  we  arrived  at  half  past 
two,  P.  M.  No  liouse  being  provided,  we  went  to 
M.  Famin's.  He  received  us  with  marks  of  suitable 
respect,  and  offered  us  every  service  in  his  power. 
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The  flags  of  the  different  European  nations  at 
peace  with  this  regency,  were  hoisted,  on  our  arriv- 
al, upon  the  consular  houses  ;  and  this  afternoon 
was  consumed  in  the  formality  of  receiving  visits. 

Major  Magre,  the  English  Consul,  spent  the  even- 
ing with  us.  He  cautioned  me  against  any  confi- 
dence in  M.  Famin  :  said  he  was  a  dangerous  man  ; 
and  added  that  my  situation  was  peculiarly  critical 
here ;  that  snares  were  set  for  me  on  many  sides, 
and  that  the  utmost  vigilance  might  not  save  me  from 
falling  into  some  of  them.  Advised  us  to  move  with 
caution  but  firmness  in  the  business  of  our  negocia- 
tion ;  and  said  the  Bey  was  a  man  of  acute  dis- 
cernment, and  generally. of  fair  dealing  ;  but  that  he 
was  vain  and  avaricious. 

i5th.  Eight  in  the  morning,  M.  Famin  conducted 
us  to  the  palace,  and  introduced  us  to  the  Bey.  Af- 
ter delivering  our  letters  of  credence  and  full  pow- 
ers, passing  the  ceremony  of  kissing  his  hand,  sit- 
ting a  few  minutes  and  taking  coffee  ;  he  began  to 
interrogate  us. 

^*  Is  your  vessel  a  vessel  of  war  ?'' 
^  '  Yes.' 

^^  Why  was  I  not  duly  informed  of  it,  that  you 
might  have  been  saluted,  as  is  customary." 

'  We  were  unacquainted  with  the  customs'. 
(True  cause,  we  did  not  choose  to  demand  a  salute 
which  would  cost  the  United  States  eight  hundred 
dollars.) 

"  Had  not  you  an  agent  here  who  could  have  in- 
formed you  ;  and  have  not  I  ministers  who  could 
liave  introduced  your  concerns  to  me,  without  the  a- 
gency  of  a  Jew  P'' 

^  True  we  had  an  agent  here,  but  we  were  unin- 
formed of  the  mode  of  making  communications.' 
(The  fact  isr  we  had  been  advised  at  Algiers,  not  to 
employ  M.  Famin,  and  had  made  our  arrangements 
accordingly.) 

^^  It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  I  expected  <he 
regalia  of  maritime  andmilitary  stores,  stipulated  by 
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treaty  :  what  impedes  the   fulfilment  of  the  stipula- 
tion V' 

'  The  treaty  was  received  by  our  government  a- 
bout  eight  months  ago  :  a  malady  then  raged  in  our 
capital^  which  forced  not  only  the  citizens^  but  all 
the  departments  of  the  government,  to  Hy  into  the  in- 
terior villages  of  the  country.  About  the  tim-e  the 
plague  ceased  to  rage,  and  permitted  the  return  of 
the  government,  the  winter  shut  up  our  harbors  with 
ice.  We  are  also  engaged  in  a  Avar  with  France  ; 
and  all  our  extraordinary  nveans  are  turned  into  the 
channel  of  defence  against  the  depredations  of  that 
rapacious  nation.  Besides,  when  the  treaty  was  laid 
before  the  government  for  ratification,  it  was  found 
exceptionable.  We  are  come  forward  empowered  to 
agree  on  the  necessary  alterations.  Wlien  thbse  shall 
be  eft'ectuated,  the  Goverument  of  the  United  States 
will  cause  every  exertion  to  be  made  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  obligation  on  their  part.* — U^'  pointed  out  the 
articles  and  amendments  ;  and  assured  the  Bey  that, 
when  these  should  be  agreed  to,  we  were  authorized 
as  a  proof  of  the  good  faith  of  our  government,  and 
of  the  sincerity  of  their  desire  to  cultivate  friendship, 
to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  in  cash'. 

''  I  am  not  a  pauper,*'  said  he  ;  "  I  have  cash  to 
spare.  The  stores  are  at  this  moment  more  tlian  ev- 
er peculiarly  necessary  in  consecpience  of  the  war 
with  France.  You  have  found  no  difficulty  in  ful- 
filing  your  engagements  with  Algiers  and  Tripoli  ; 
and  to  the  former,  have  very  liberally  made  presents 
of  frigates  and  other  armed  vessels.*' 

We  tcid  him  these  facts  liad  been  misrepresented 
to  him.  Our  government  had,  indeed,  agreed  to  fur- 
nish to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  certain  armed  vessels  for 
which  he  was  to  pay  cash  ;  that  we  fouiMl  no  great 
difficulty  in  fulfil ing  this  contract,  because  the  ves- 
sels carried  with  them  their  own  defence  ;  and  be- 
cause it  had  been  several  years  in  its  accomplish- 
ment. We  had  therefore  fulfiled  it,  and  received 
the  stipulated  consideration.     We  were  as  rea.dy  to 
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fulfil  our  engagements  with  him,  if,  by  any  arrange- 
ments which  could  now  be  made,  it  could  be  render- 
fed  as  feasible. 

"  You  may  inform  me,''  said  the  Bashaw,  '^  that 
sthe  Dey  of  Algiers  paid  you  cash  for  your  vessels. 
I  am  at  liberty  to  believe  otherwise.''  Turning  to 
M.  Famin,  he  said,  "  If  the  treaty  were  not  ratified 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  its  origin- 
al form,  why  did  you  hoist  their  colors  ?" 

"  I  had  orders  from  the  government  to  hoist 
them,"  said  M.  Famin. 

We  assured  the  Bashaw  that  no  such  orders  had 
been  given  by  our  government,  nor  would  be  until 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  exceptions  to  it 
were  but  few,  and  with  these  exceptions,  our  gov- 
ernment would  find  no  difficulty  in  agTeeing  to  it.  If 
M.  Famin  imagined  that  our  government  wished  to 
hoist  the  flag  at  all  events,  he  must  have  mistaken 
the  idea  from  tlie  communication  of  some  govern- 
mental agents,  and  not  immediately.  We  sliould, 
however,  when  our  affairs  were  accommodated,  send 
direct  dispatches  to  our  government,  when  the  obli- 
gations of  our  agent  here  ^  would  be  acknowledged 
and  paid. 

Said  the  Bey,  "  It  cost  you  but  little  to  have  your 
flag  hoisted.  It  will  cost  you  less  to  have  it  taken 
down  :"  and  insisted  on  the  Regalia  as  a  condition 
of  the  preservation  of  the  peace. 

We  repeated  the  hazard  of  sending  out  the  stores. 
The  articles  were  contraband  of  war  :  if  they  should 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  they  could  on  no 
principles  be  reclaimed.  Tliis  would  occasion  to  us 
positive  loss  ;  to  him  delay  and  disappointment. 
This  event  was  almost  certain.  The  streights  of  tlie 
Mediterranean  were  covered  with  French  and  Span- 
ish war  boats,  and  there  was  no  way  of  passing  them 
but  by  fighting  through.  To  prevent,  therefore,  the 
disappointment  which  might,  and  most  probably 
would  be  eventual,  of  sending  out  the  stores  unpro- 
tected, we  proposed  furnishing  an  equivalent  cruis* 
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,er^  provided  he  acceded  to  the  alterations  we   de- 
manded in  the  treaty. 

Said  he  "  I  shall  expect  an  armed  vessel  from  you 
gratuitously,  after  the  business  is  settled,  as  you 
have  given  Algiers. ^^ 

We  answered  him  he  might  not  expect  any  thing 
of  the  kind  ;  it  was  utterly  impossible.  We  had 
business  enough  for  our  naval  force^  in  defending 
our  commerce  against  the  depredations  of  our  com- 
mon  enemy  ;  and  it  was  only  to  prevent  sacrificing 
our  property  in  such  a  manner  as  to  strengthen  their 
hands,  and  to  conviucift  him  of  the  integrity  of  our 
government,  that  we  proposed  substituting  an  armed 
vessel  in  lieu  of  the  stores. 

He  observed  that  the  present  opportunity  was  not 
favorable  to  tliis  subject,  and  proposed  postponing  it. 
Said  he  would  send  for  us  at  a  convenient  season  ; 
but  enjoined  upon  us  to  make  our  communications  di- 
rectly, or  through  his  ministers,  and  not  through  the 
medium  of  a  Jew. 

This  conversation  was  in  presence  of  Mr.  Famin, 
and  it  was  believed  on  this  account  the  Bey  propos- 
ed postponing  the  discussion. 

We  retired  into  the  area  of  the  palace  and  remain- 
ed a  few  minutes,  when  tlie  Sapitapa  asked  several 
questions  of  a  commercial  nature,  and  said  the  Bey 
would  send  for  us  on  Monday. 

We  returned  to  M.  Famin's*  During  this  inter- 
view we  desired  permission  to  take  a  house  ;  and 
was  answered  that  business  of  greater  importance 
must  first  be  arranged,  after  which  accommodations 
of  this  sort  would  be  attended  to  ;  besides  this  was 
the  American  house. 

March  i^th.  Last  evening,  Mr.  Cathcart  went  off 
to  go  on  board,  but  was  detained  all  night  at  the 
Goulette  ;  accepted  the  hospitality  of  a  respectable, 
intelligent  old  man,  who  had  formerly  been  a  Colo- 
nel in  the  army  of  tiie  Stadtholder,  now  an  engineer 
in  the  Bey's  service,  with  wliom  he  tarried  all  night, 
ami  from   whom  Jie  obtained  and  noted  in  his  diarv 
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the  following  advice.  ^^  Trust  no  person  with  your 
aftairs.  Be  aware  of  Famin.  He  is  an  insidious 
character,  despised  by  all  the  Consuls  :  is  consider- 
ed as  a  spy  upon  their  actions  ;  is  supposed  to  have 
coined  pretexts  for  the  government  of  Tunis  to  make 
demands  upon  the  tributary  nations  ;  and  he  is  gen- 
erally believed  to  receive  brokerage  for  all  the  fish 
he  brings  to  their  net. 

The  Bey  is  susceptible  of  flattery,  and  not  abso- 
lutely unchangeable  in  his  resolutions.'^  This  cor- 
responded with  the  advice  of  the  British  Consul. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  Algiers,  resident  at  Tu- 
nis, sent  for  us  :  we  waited  on  him.  After  making 
us  a  tender  of  his  friendship,  he  advised  us  to  enter- 
tain no  doubts  of  a  favorable  issue  to  our  negociation; 
but  to  move  with  caution  and  perseverance  :  said  the 
Barbary  princes  sometimes  wore  unmeaning  frowns, 
and  did  not  always  execute  their  menaces. 

We  infonned  him  of  the  position  our  government 
had  taken  to  repel  and  punish  the  aggressions  of 
France  :  told  him  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  since  this  posi- 
tion was  taken,  must  adopt  a  policy  to  us  wholly  un- 
accountable, if,  by  rejecting  our  terms  of  accommo- 
dation, he  should  oblige  us  to  turn  those  arms  against 
his  cruisers  wliich  were  now  pointed  only  against 
his  enemy.  But  if  he  preferred  this  measure  it  was 
at  his  option  :  we  should  not  accede  to  any  extraor- 
dinary sacrifice  to  evade  it.  Situated  as  the  United 
States  are,  they  would  not  throw  any  property  with- 
in his  grasp  on  these  seas  unprotected.  Whatever, 
therefore,  he  should  chance  to  capture  would  first  be 
disputed. 

He  seemed  pleased  with  our  hostility  with  France. 
Said,  patience  and  perseverance  were  only  necessa- 
ry to  the  attainment  of  our  object  ;  and  engaged  to 
see  the  Bey.  He  advised  that  Mr.  Cathcart  should 
remain  with  me  till  the  business  should  be  concluded, 
on  account  of  his  speaking  tlie  language  ;  and,  in 
terms  of  great  apparent  sincerity,  again  made  a  ten 
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der  of  his  personal  friend  sliip  to  me  as  agent  for  the 
United  States,  for  whose  government  he  expressed 
great  respect :  (so  would  a  Cherokee  Chief,  for  a 
bottle  of  rum  and  a  rifle.) 

Algiers  exerts  all  her  means  to  maintain  a  com- 
manding influence  in  the  affairs  of  Tunis  ;  and  how- 
ever reluctant  the  latter  may  he  in  yielding  to  this 
policy,  imperious  circumstances  compel  it.  Algiers 
is  the  superior  in  arms  and  resource.  This  the  sub- 
jects of  the  Bey  well  know,  and  are  backward  at 
contending  with  them.  When  therefore  the  Dey 
embarks  his  national  pride  in  the  ^attainment  of  any 
measure,  he  is  sure  to  carry  it  with  tlie  Bey  ;  conse- 
quen'tly  the  latter  will  not  voluntarily  disoblige  him, 
when  he  is  convinced  of  his  sincerity.  It  is  never- 
theless dangerous  for  Christian  nations  to  employ  the 
mediation  of  Algiers  in  negociation  with  Tunis  :  for 
these  two  powers  generally  play  so  understandingly 
into  each  others  hands,  that  when  the  former  has 
fleeced  his  cliant  of  the  fee,  the  management  of  the 
cause  becomes  a  matter  of  indifference. 

Monday f  18M,  Eleven,  A.  M.  Went  to  the  pal- 
ace. After  passing  the  usual  ceremonies,  taking 
coffee,  and  sitting  a  moment,  the  Bey  desired  to  see 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  which  wanted  revision. 
We  produced  a  note  in  English,  containing  the  fir- 
ticles  and  the  amendment  aimed  at :  these  Mr.  Cath- 
cart  rendered  to  him  in  Italian.  He  ordered  his 
Secretary  to  give  him  the  Turkish  original.  This 
he  compared  M'ith  the  copy  in  French,  which  we 
had  with  us,  and  observed  that  he  could  see  no  rea- 
son why  our  government  should  reject,  or  wish  to 
alter  the  14th  article,  as  it  was  perfectly  reciprocal. 

We  told  him  it  Avas  not  for  w  ant  of  a  literal  recip- 
rocity in  the  article  that  it  was  exceptionable  :  but 
the  duty  being  fixed  at  three  per  cent,  would  very 
essentially  effect  our  existing  commercial  treaties 
with  otlxer  nations,  with  whom  we  were  at  peace, 
and  reduce  us  to  the  necessity,  expense  and  trouble^ 
of  altering  all  those  treaties. 
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Ttie  Bbj  a^lB^'VTred  that  lie  wa^  not  teimcious  <^ 
the  article  in  its  present  shape  :  he  was  ^tisfied  the 
duty  should  be  altered  to  six,  ten,  or  an  hundred 
per  cent,  provided  it  retained  its  reciprocity,  oi*  that 
we  should  demand  no  partial  privileges. 

We  proposed  this  substitute,  '  Tiie  •comaierc'^  <yi 
the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  with 
the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  and  the  subjects  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  kingdom  of  Tunis  with  the  TJnited 
States,  shall  be  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tion for  the  time  being  i*espectively.' 

The  Bey  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  agi'ee  to 
this,  till  he  should  be  informed  what  duties  were 
paid  in  the  United  States  :  it  was  possible  the  bur- 
then  might  be  very  unequal.  The  duties  of  the  i»ost 
favored  nations  Vr  ere  fixed  in  his  ports  at  three  per 
cent  ad  valorem^  and  according  to  a  valuation  taken 
and  fixed  by  the  prices  current  of  Feb.  7?  17^^- 
That  many  of  those  ailicles  were  now  six  hundred 
per  cent  dearer  tlian  at  that  period,  and  consequently 
did  not  pay  half  per  cent.  This  was  a  permanent 
establishment  fixed  by  treaty  with  the  French,  of  the 
above  date,  and  allowed  to  be  considei^ed  a's  a  rule 
for  other  nations.  But  the  latitude  whidh  our  pro- 
posed substitute  would  admit,  might  expose  his  sub- 
jects to  the  payment  of  any  duty  our  go\^TOmeTit 
should  think  prcqier  to  impose,  provided  the  most  fa- 
vored nations  paid  the  same.  He  pro|>osed  fixing 
the  duty  at  ten  per  cent  respectively  ;  allowing  liis 
subjects  to  carry  their  merchandize  under  any  colors 
whatever. 

We  told  him  the  proposition  was  inadmissible, 
and  were  proceeding  to  give  reasons,  when  he  pro- 
posed to  dismiss  further  discussion  of  this  article  till 
tomorrow. 

We  tlieii  introduced  the  first  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  ISth  article.  He  said  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  it  ;  but  the  original  was  more  favorable  to  trs 
than  the  amendment ;  and  he  explained  it  to  bear 
exactly  the  construction  which  ihts  Secretniy  of  tlie 
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United  States  imagined  it  might  mean.  **  Tliat  the 
officers  on  the  spot  should  furnish  such  protection 
without  obliging  the  parties  to  seek  it  at  a  distance." 
It  admitted  this  resort  to  his  2:overnors  in  the  tirst  in- 
stauce,  without  application  to  subordinate  authori- 
ties, and  enjoined  upon  them  the  duty  of  furnishing 
this  protection  ;  leaving  an  appeal  to  himself  in  all 
cases  where  complete  support  find  adequate  justice. 
were  not  rendered  by  those  officers. 

We  passed  from  this  clause  to  the  second  of  the 
amendment  to  tlie  same  article. 

The  Bey  said  this  article  also  was  misconstrued, 
or  badly  translated  from  the  original.  It  had  refer- 
ence only  to  cases  of  emergency,  where  he,  (the  Bey- 
lique,)  had  occasion  to  send  vessels  to  the  Levant 
or  other  ports  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  but  did  not 
mean  to  extend  to  vessels  of  war  nor  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

We  told  him  this  was  a  concession,  even  with  this 
^explanation,  v  hich  the  United  States  yielded  to  no 
nation  on  ea^^ih.  It  was  w ithout  reciprocity  ;  it 
might  work  an  essential  injury  to  our  merchants,  by 
turning  them  out  of  their  course  ;  and  it  would  also 
produce  injury  to  the  commercial  interests  of  his  sub- 
jects, because  it  would  operate  as  a  prohibition  a- 
gainst  our  vessels  entering  his  ports. 

He  said  the  Danes,  Swedes,  Dutch,  Spaniards, 
aiid  all  other  nations,  w^ith  whom  he  was  at  peace,, 
conceded  to  the  same  article,  and  it  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  this  treaty. 

We  proposed  to  modify  it  as  follows,  '  If  in  ca^e 
of  emergency  the  government  of  Tunis  should  have 
need  of  an  American  vessel  to  facilitate  dispatches  to 
any  port  in  the  Mediten^anean,  such  vessel,  being 
within  the  Regency,  and  not  a  vessel  of  war,  nor  be^ 
longing  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  compelled  to  perform  such  service,  on  receiving  a 
payment  sufficient  to  indemnify  the  owners  and  oth- 
ers concerned  for  such  service  and  detention.'     To 
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this  he  agreed  :  then  revived  the  suhject  of  the  delay 
of  our  government  in  not  forwarding  the  Regalia. 

We  repeated  to  him  the  reasons  before  stated  ; 
explained  to  him  the  form  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  ;  told  him  the  Senate^  wlio  were  a  dis- 
tinguished body  of  patriots  elected  from  every  State 
in  the  Union^  to  counsel  the  chief  magistrate  in  af- 
fairs of  this  magnitude,  had  not  consented  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  :  they  had  resolved  not  to  ratify 
it  till  it  should  be  modified  on  just  and  honorable 
terms.  The  compact  was  not  complete  ;  the  gov- 
ernment therefore,  were  neither  obliged  nor  authoriz- 
ed to  forward  the  Regalia  ;  and,  to  deal  very  cand- 
idly on  this  subject,  no  provisions  would  be  made 
for  this  purpose  till  the  treaty  should  be  amended 
and  ratified  :  when  this  should  take  place  the  gov- 
ernment would  promptly  and  punctually  fulfil  their 
engagements. 

The  Bey  paused  a  moment  and  said,  "  Tomor- 
row !  You  have  stayed  till  my  dinner  is  getting  cold. 
Go  ;  and  come  tomorrow  at  eleven  o'clock.'' 

Tuesday  J  idth,  Eleven,  A.  M.  at  the  palace. 

The  Bey  reverted  again  to  the  i  2th  article,  and  at 
our  request,  ordered  his  secretary  to  enter  the  ex- 
planation he  had  given  to  the  first  clause  of  the  a- 
mendment  in  the  original.  Turning  to  the  second, 
after  going  over  the  ground  of  yesterday,  he  affected 
not  to  have  intended  it  should  be  altered  agreeably 
to  our  translation  of  his  meaning.  It  must  not  be 
limited  to  couriers  only  in  cases  of  emergency,  but 
extend  to  the  freiirht  of  a  vessel  where  he  should 
have  occasion  to  send  or  take  a  cargo  to  or  from  any 
port  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  but  it  should  extend  to 
merchantmen  only.  He  ordered  his  Secretary  to  in- 
sert, by  interlineation,  this  alteration  in  the  original ; 
observing  at  the  same  time  that  occurrences  of  this 
kind  very  seldom  happened,  and  probably  never 
would  to  the  Americans. 

We  said  this  alteration  of  his  was  immaterial  :  it 
was   not   as   we   understood  him   yesterday.     If  it 
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jRihould  be  confined  to  couriers  only  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, for  the  immediate  service  of  the  government, 
it  was  possible  our  government  might  consent  to  it  ; 
but  as  it  now  stood,  they  would  surely  reject  it. 
But  if  they  should  agree  to  it,  the  result  would  be 
that  our  merchantmen  would  not  enter  his  ports. 

^^  WelP^  said  he,  "  I  can  do  without  them  :  they 
seek  their  own  profit  and  not  mine  in  coming  liere. 
I  get  the  pitiful  sum  of  three  per  cent,  by  an  old  tar- 
if,  which  hardly  amounts  to  one  ;  whereas,  they 
make  great  profits  to  themselves.  But,  if  your  gov- 
ernment does  not  like  it  as  it  now  stands,  they  may 
reject  it  or  send  it  back  :  it  is  now  on  a  footing  with 
the  French,  Danes,  Swedes,  Ducth,  in  short,  with 
all  nations  at  peace  with  us/^  Without  further  ob- 
servation he  returned  to  tlie  14th  article  ;  repeated 
the  observations  of  yesterday  ;  insisted  on  fixing  the 
duty  ;  but  would  agree  it  should  be  reciprocal. 

We  declared  to  him  it  was  impossible  for  us  to 
define  the  exact  duty  :  the  power  of  laying  duties  on 
imports  was  vested  in  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  nation,  in  congress  assembled.  We  could  on- 
ly agree  to  the  substituted  article.  This  accorded 
to  him  the  same  privileges  which  are  given  to  our 
best  friends  ;  leaving  him  at  liberty  at  the  same 
time  to  impose  such  duties  on  goods  belonging  to 
our  citizens  as  he  should  think  equitable  and  fit  to 
impose  on  those  of  the  nations  most  favored.  Our 
commercial  treaty  with  the  powerful  nation  of  Eng- 
land was  on  the  same  principle.  France,  before  the 
annulling  of  our  treaty,  and  all  other  nations  with 
whom  we  were  at  peace,  were  exactly  on  this  foot- 
ing with  us.  His  interest  would  probably  never  be 
eflTected  by  the  article,  and  we  could  see  no  reason 
why  he  should  so  strenuously  oppose  a  measure 
which  would  serve  a  friend  and  work  no  injury  to 
himself.  In  short  the  article  must  be  altered  or  the 
negociation  was  at  an  end ;  and  he  might  abandon 
the  expectation  of  the  Regalia.  He  laid  down  the 
treaty  :  made  us  no  reply ;  but,  turning^  to  his  raims» 
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ters,  began  a  eonversation  in  Arabic.  At  lengtkj? 
turning  to  the  eleventh  article^  he  asked  if  there  weire 
any  other  article  to  be  altered  besides  these.  An^- 
swer^  no.  "  What  alteration  do  you  want  in  this  V^ 
'  Strike  out  the  barrel  of  powder  for  each  gun.  and 
reduce  the  number  to  fifteen.'  He  peremptorily  re- 
fused. Said  he  would  insert  an  alteration  in  the 
Turkish  original,  and  render  the  terms  of  the  article 
reciprocal,  by  imposing  the  same  duty  on  Tunisian 
vessels  in  American  ports.  We  told  him  the  transla- 
tion had  it  so.  "  But  the  original  has  not/'  said  he  : 
and,  ordering  his  Secretary  to  make  the  addition, 
asked  if  we  agreed  to  it  now.  We  told  him  we  did 
not ;  it  did  not  alter  our  understanding  of  it  :  though 
the  terms  had  a  nominal  reciprocity,  they  were  other- 
wise in  effect ;  because  there  was  no  probability  that 
his  ships  of  war  would  frequent  our  ports  ;  whereas 
the  very  conditions  of  our  peace  with  him  obliged  ua 
to  send  our  armed  vessels  into  his.  The  article  con- 
sidered in  relation  to  the  expense  was  a  trifle  ;  but 
as  it  was  unprecedented  in  any  of  his  treaties  witli 
otlicr  nations,  it  would  be  humiliating  in  us  to  agree 
to  it,  and  not  very  lionorable  in  iiim  to  demand  it  ; 
we  trusted  therefore,  he  would  not  insist  on  «o 
singular  a  demand  for  so  trifling  a  consideration. 
''  However  trifling,"  said  he,  "  it  may  appear  to  you, 
to  me  it  is  important.  Fifteen  barrels  of  powder 
will  furnish  a  cruiser  which  may  capture  a  prize  and 
net  me  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.'^ 

We  told  him  the  concession  was  so  degrading 
that  our  nation  would  not  yield  to  it :  1)oth  justice  and 
honor  forbade  ;  and  we  did  not  doubt  but  the  worhl 
would  view  tlic  demand  as  they  would  the  conces- 
sion. 

"  You  consult  your  honor,*'  said  he,  "  I  my  inter- 
est ;  but  if  you  wish  to  save  your  lionor  in  this  in- 
stance, give  me  fifty  barrels  of  powder  annually,  and 
I  will  agree  to  the  alteration.'^  We  replied,  that  Me 
should  not  expend  a  thought  upon  a  proposition 
which  aimed  at  making  us  tributary.     We  would  a- 
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i^i'ee  to  pay  liini  for  the  powder  he  bunied  in  tlie  sa- 
iutCi  He  turned  to  the  Sapitapa^  and  said,  in  Turk- 
ish '  "  These  people  are  Cheribeenas  :  they  are  so 
hard  tliere  is  no  dealing  with  them/'  (Cheribeenas 
are   niercliants  from   the  confines   of  Persia.) 

Mr.  Cathcart  translated  this  to  me  so  loud  that 
the  Hapitapa  heard  him,  and,  grasping;  his  hand^ 
repeated  the  same  in  Italian. 

We  observed  to  him  timt  we  had  made  great  sac- 
rifices to  obtain  a  peace,  Avliich  was  likely  to  produce 
nothing.  He  said  it  was  customary  for  friends  to 
accompany  their  professions  with  good  offices,  to 
demonstrate  their  sincerity.  We  answered,  genuine 
friendship  is  generally  reciprocal  in  ttese  ofilces. 
But  friendship  is,  in  business  of  this  nature,  pretty 
much  out  of  the  (juestion.  If  we  were  to  talk  of  cq^ 
uity^  it  would  be  pretty  difficult  for  him  to  justify  liis 
claims  upon  us  :  Ave  have  never  done  him  any  inju- 
ry, nor  received  a  favor  from  him  ;  and  though  we 
have  been  treated  as  enemies,  we  have  never  ])een  at 
war  with  him.  ^*  You  will  be  pleased  to  consider, 
also,  that  you  have  never  been  at  peace ;  and  if  it 
were  no  favor  to  have  a  free  navigation  into  the 
Mediterranean,  why  do  you  ask  it  ?''  said  the  Bash- 
aw. 

We  proposed  to  expunge  the  eleventli  article  al 
together.  He  acceded.  **  Or'  said  lie  "  I'll  agreu 
that  you  shall  not  be  saluted  except  you  demand  it  ; 
and  of  course  you  will  not  be  obliged  to  pay  for  a  sa- 
lute :  it  is  no  object  with  me  to  be  firiugaAvay  my  am- 
munition to  salute  strangers  ;  but  if  you  demand  it  you 
must  pay  for  it.''  He  got  up  and  left  the  gulf  with- 
<mt  ceremony.  Going  out,  he  was  asked  if  he  had 
determined  on  any  thing  respecting  the  14tli  article. 
'^  I'll  think  of  it,"  said  he  ;  "  there  are  other  people  to 
be  consulted.  You  will  call  the  day  after  tomor- 
row." 

The  Sapitapa,  who  remained,  took  Mr.  Cathcart 
])y  the  arm  and  whispered  him.  ''  If  you  would  a- 
gree  to  make  the  Bey  a  private  present^  it  might  in- 
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duce  liim  to  alter  the  14tli  article  ;  but  the  article 
relative  to  the  powder  must  stand."  Mr.  Cathcart 
asked  my  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the 
proposal.  1  desired  him  to  answer  the  Sapitapa^  that 
in  case  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the  negociation,  it  was 
probable  a  gratuity  of  this  nature  might  be  expected, 
but  no  stipulation  of  the  kind  would  be  entered  into. 
He  did  so.  The  minister  seemed  disappointed  :  said 
nothing.  We  told  him  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  been  taught  to  entertain  a  very  respect- 
able opinion  of  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  the  Bey 
of  Tunis  :  and  we  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
confirm  this  opinion  :  intimated  to  him  that  we  were 
assured  his  ^ifiuence  Avould  do  much  with  the  Bey  ; 
and  gave  him  to  understand  that  his  friendly  offices 
would  not  be  forgotten. 

He  said  the  Bey  was  very  little  under  the  influ- 
ence of  any  man  ;  all  his  business  of  importance  he 
transacted  liims^lf  ;  but,  as  the  Americans  had  never 
been  an  active  enemy,  lie  had  always  been  disposed 
to  render  tl^;em  every  assistance  in  his  powtv  ;  he  be- 
lieved he  had  done  much  for  them,  and  was  still  dis- 
posed to  use  the  little  influence  he  had  in  their  favor  ; 
(^and  lied.  J     Left  the  palace,  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Thiirsdaii,  2isf^  eleven,  A.  M.  waited  at  the  pal- 
ace an  hour.  The  Bey  engaged  with  letters  from 
the  east.  Bid  us  come  tomorrow  at  half  past  eight 
in  the  morning.  It  was  proposed  to  me  to  wait  on 
the  Bapitapa.  Supposing  the  maneuvre  planned  to 
give  him  an  o])]>ortunity  to  demand  money,  I  refused 
to  see  him.     We  returned  to  the  city. 

Friday,  2'2>d,  10,  A.  M.  at  the  palace.  The  Bey, 
after  some  introductory  conversation,  asked  what 
was  our  determinations  relative  to  his  proposed  alter- 
ations in  the  treaty  ?  We  told  liim  we  had  already 
iriven  him  our  determination,  and  noAv  waited  his  an- 
swer,  in  order  to  dispatch  the  brigantine.  He  intro- 
duced the  14th  article  ;  said,  again,  if  we  would  fix 
the  duty  aiten^twentfj,  or  an  hundred  per  cent,  adca- 
loreviy  reciprocally,  he  would  have  no  objection   to 
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the  alteration  :  or  if  lie  were  informed  what  duties 
were  paid  by  other  nations  in  our  ports^  he  should  be  a- 
ble  to  determine  wiiether  it  would  or  not  be  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  his  subjects  to  admit  of  our  terms. 

We  answered  that  the  duties  in  America  were 
fluctuating  :  some  articles  of  importation  paid  more, 
some  less  ;  but  to  talk  any  more  upon  this  subject 
was  an  unavailing  consumption  of  time  :  we  of- 
fered to  put  the  Tunissians  on  the  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nations  for  the  time  being,  and  only 
asked  the  same  in  return.  The  terms  he  insisted  on 
could  not  be  very  interesting  to  him  :  it  v/as  possible 
the  Tunissian  merchants  will  never  send  goods  to 
America,  and  probable  cheir  vessels  woijld  never  go 
there  ;  it  could  not  therefore  effect  his  subjects.. 

^'  True/'  said  he,  "  my  subjects  have  never  yet 
been  to  Americf^  ;  but  wiiy  do  you  hence  conclude  they 
never  will  ?''  Because  they  have  no  intercourse  with 
us,  their  interest  does  not  appear  to  promote  it,  and, 
if  it  did,  thev  do  not  know  the  way.  '*  Hitherto," 
said  he,  ^^  they  have  not  known  tlie  way  :  but  mau- 
kind  are  n<>w  becoming  more  enlightened  and  more 
enterprising,  and  I  hope  ere  long  tl)  have  many  ves- 
sels go  there.'' 

This  we  believed  was  not  probable  ;  but,  if  it 
were,  it  would  not  alter  tlie  case  ;  no  reason  liad 
been  advanced,  why  the  Tunissians  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  privileges  not  granted  to  other  nations,  e- 
ven  the  most  favored  ;  the  idea  might  at  once  be  a- 
bandoned  ;  it  could  not  be  admitted,  if  war  should 
be  the  consequence  ;  we  were  prepared  for  this  e- 
vent  ;  and  although  it  would  place  both  him  and  us 
in  an  awkward  situation,  to  be  destroying  each  oth- 
er at  the  same  time  that  our  arms  should  be  united  a- 
gainsta  common  enemy,  this,  nevertheless,  would  be 
preferable  to  the  concessions  he  demanded.  But 
because  mankind  are  placed  on  different  pares  of  the 
globe,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  contrasting  in- 
terests, they  should  not,  on  every  trilling  occasion, 
make  this  destructive  appeal  :  they  should  rather, 
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like  members  of  tlie  same  great  family,  study  a  gen- 
oral  good,  even  at  the  expense  of  individual  interest. 
''  True/''  said  he,  "  but  this  v^^ill  never  be  the  case, 
so  long  as  there  are  great  and  small  among  men.  T 
have,  liowever,  no  intention  of  a  war  with  tlie  United 
States  ;  if  so  I  should  not  have  perlniited  their  col- 
ors to  be  hoisted,  although  I  might  have  found  occa- 
sion in  the  failure  of  vour  ii;overnment  to  forward  the 
regalia,'^ 

We  asked  him  if  any  inducement  would  prevail  on 
him  to  make  the  alterations  we  demanded  in  thf 
treaty.  He  answered,  "  No  :  I  will  agree  to  any 
thing  you  please,  which  sliall  !)e  reciprocal ;  but  I 
tell  you  as  you  have  told  me,  you  may  as  well  al>an- 
don  your  terms.''  He  then  proposed  the  following 
substitute  in  substance. 

'*  TJic  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  shall  have  libertv  to  enter  all  the 
ports  of  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  and  freely  trade,  on 
paying  a  dufy  whicb  shall  countervail  the  duty  paid 
by  Tunissian  merchants,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  allowing  nine  months  for  o])taining  the  prop- 
er  information  ;  niean  time,  the  Americans  shall  pay 
three  per  cent  only,  in  the  Tunissian  ]>orts.  In  like 
manner,  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom 
of  Tunis  shall  liave  free  commerce  in  all  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  on  paying  the  duty  usually  paid 
by  the  most  favored  nation.'' 

"  Send  this,'*  said  he.  ''  to  your  government ;  if 
they  do  not  like  it,  t!iey  r/tay  send  it  back." 

We  returned  to  the  eleventh  article,  went  over  the 
ground  of  yesterday  :  insisted  on  a  mutual  salute, 
we  paying  the  expense  of  the  salute  in  his  ports,  he 
in  ours  :  rejected.  We  told  him,  if  he  calculated  on 
making  a  speculation  by  this  article,  he  was  in  an 
error  ;  he  would  not  get  a  cartridge  by  it  in  an  hun- 
dred years  :  no  American  Consul  will  ever  demand 
a  salute.  Yet  we  were  unwilling  to  dispense  with 
this  friendly  compliment,  if  it  could  be  exchanged 
pn  friendly  terms.     Have  you,  we  interrogated,  an 
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article  like  this,  in  any  existing  treaty,  with  any  na- 
tion on  earth  ?  Why  should  yon  wish  to  impose  on  us 
this  humiliating  discrimination  ?  Have  we  been  more 
hostile  to  your  interests,  or  less  faithful  to  our  en- 
gagements ?  Have  we  not  at  gi'eat  expense  aimed  at 
a  friendly  intercourse  with  you  ;  and  have  you  not, 
by  accepting  our  presents,  seduced  us  to  believe  you 
were  candidly  disposed  to  tieat  with  us  on  friendly 
and  honorable  terms  ? 

'^  As  to  existine;  treaties,  "  said  he,  '*  thev  were 
made  by  my  predecessors,  who  were  Ynore  allured 
by  a  gold  watcb  or  a  diamon  J  ring,  than  by  maga- 
zines of  ammunition  and  arsenals.  I  am  not  so 
much  enamored  with  toys.  /  am  now  making  a 
tveaty  for  mymlf.  Ammunition  I  must  have.  You 
make  powder,  and  can,  witliout  much  inconvenience, 
make  this  small  compliment  to  my  necessities.  Your 
^^ood  faith  I  do  not  doubt  ;  but  your  presents  have 
been  trifling.'' 

We  answered,  ^  we  make  powder  ;  but  not  enough 
for  our  own  consumption.  We  import  from  Europe 
much  more  than  we  manufacture  :  and  what  we 
make,  comes  as  dear  to  us  as  what  we  import,  be- 
cause we  import  the  ingredients  ;  saltpetre  from  the 
vast  distance  of  tlie  East  Indies,  and  sulphur  from 
Saxony.' 

He  remained  inflexible.  The  article  was  agreed 
upon  as  follows. 

"  When  a  vessel  of  war  of  one  of  the  parties  shall 
enter  a  port  of  the  other,  and  demand  to  be  salut- 
ed, there  shall  be  paid  one  barrel  of  powder  for  each 
gun  demanded  for  the  salute  :  but  if  the  demand  be 
not  made  by  the  Consul  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  Commandant  of  the  vessel  on  the 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  no  salute  shall  be  giv- 
en, nor  payment  demanded  for  the  salute." 

We  again  proposed  to  send  forward  a  cruiser  in 
lieu  of  the  stores  stipulated.  He  said  one  cruiser 
would  not  be  enough.  ^'  I  have  a  head,"  said  he, 
?*'  you  cannot  over  reach  me."     We  are  well  con- 
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vineed  of  that.  ^*  But,''  continued  lie,  "  if  you  act 
politically,  you  will  make  me  a  compliment  of  a 
cruiser  in  addition  to  the  stipulated  regalia.''  We 
told  him  we  should  think  of  being  generous,  after  we 
found  the  ability  of  being  just.  We  should  honestly 
give  him  whatever  we  agreed  to  give.  '^  I  do  not 
suppose,"  said  he,  "  you  will  study  to  cheat  me  ; 
this  is  a  characteristic  of  low  life ;  but  I  find  you 
closely  attached  to  your  interest  :  so  we  all  are.'^ 

We  retired  to  the  Sapitapa's  apartment,  where  the 
alterations  were  inserted  in  the  original. 

The  Sapitapa  took  this  opportunity  to  demand  a 
present  for  the  Bey.  Said,  he  himself,  and  all  the 
great  men  had  received  the  customary  presents  on 
raising  the  flag  :  but  the  Bey  had  received  nothing  : 
it  was  a  custom  of  all  other  nations.  We  told  him 
we  perfectly  recollected  hearing  the  Bey  himself  say 
but  a  few  days  since,  that  he  was  not  a  pauper  ;  but 
had  money  to  spare.  It  was  very  remarkable  that 
he  should  so  soon  become  a  beggar  :  but,  if  he  found 
any  tiling  in  the  treaty  which  imposed  the  obligation, 
we  were  ready  to  pay  it.  As  to  the  custom  of  all 
other  nations,  we  chose  to  be  singular  in  this  in- 
stance :  we  were  sorry,  however,  the  Bey  had  so 
soon  for'j:otten  he  had  but  a  short  time  since  received 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  a  present  from  the  United 
States.  ^^  Fifty  tliousand  dollars,"  said  he,  '^  is  noth- 
ing. The  Spaniards  gave  one  hundred  thousand  for 
the  peace  ;  and  very  valuable  presents  on  hoisting 
the  flag." 

The  Spaniards  have  mines  of  gold  and  silver  : 
they  dig  them  in  mass  from  the  bosom  of  the  earth  : 
we  get  our  cash  in  half  pence,  by  laboring  on  its  sur- 
face. 

"  Yon  are  however,"  said  he,  '*  a  strong  and  en- 
terprizing  people,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Span- 
ish mines  :  these  will  most  probably  shortly  fall  into 
your  hands." 

When  this  happens,  we  will  make  the  Bey  a  pres- 
eijt. 
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'^But/'  continued  he, ''  it  was  not  fear  which  in- 
duced the  Spaniards  to  make  these  presents  :  they 
had  fleets  at  sea,  to  protect  their  commerce  :  it  was  a 
manly  expression  of  friendsliip."  We  told  him,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Spaniards  had  an  extensive  coast 
exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  Tunissian  Corsairs  ; 
and  were  constantly  under  apprehensions  of  having 
their  defenceless  women  and  children  taken  into 
captivity,  and  enslaved  :  this  induced  their  maahj 
expi^ssion  offriendship.  We  had  no  fears  of  this 
kind.  Our  coast  was  not  only  far  oil',  hut  defended 
hy  freemen.  Every  man  had  arms  in  his  hands  al- 
ways j)repared  for  defence  ;  and  if  an  assault  should 
be  made  upon  them,  the  assailants  would  lind  more 
bayonets  than  booty. 

The  8apita])a  appeared  irritated  :  got  up  and 
went  into  the  Joey's  chamber  :  returned  and  insisted 
on  the  present.  We  refused  :  but  said  we  would 
consult  our  government. 

Monday  was  proposed  to  come  for  the  treaty. 
We  left  him  to  recover  his  temper. 

Mondaif,  2ot1u  eleven,  A.  M.  at  the  palace.  De- 
livered the  Consular  presents.  The  Bey  engaged 
with  ids  Generals  :  desired  to  call  tomorrow. 

Tuesday^  26tli  March,  eleven,  A.  M.  at  the  palace. 
The  treaty  as  amended^  was  delivered  us  by  the 
Bey,  in  Turkish. 

We  retired  into  the  Sapitapa's  room.  He  renew- 
ed the  demand  of  a  present  for  the  Bey  :  repeated 
that  it  was  the  custom  of  all  nations,  and  made  fre- 
quent reference  to  tlie  Spaniards. 

We  told  him  the  Bey  had  not  admitted  us  to  the 
privileges  of  all  other  nations  ;  he  ought  not  there- 
fore, to  expect  the  same  usages  from  us.  He  had 
refused  us  a  salute,  except  on  terms  repu^^nant  both 
to  our  honor  and  our  interest.  He  had  extorted 
from  us  the  concession  of  suffering  our  merchantmen 
to  be  pressed  into  his  service.  And  he  has  exacted 
threefold  the  duty  in  his  ports,  which  he  had  received 
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from  any  other  nation.  He  had  therefore  less  pretext 
to  claim  of  us  the  same  considerations.  At  any  rate^ 
we  should  make  no  stipulation  of  this  kind.  The 
nogociation  was  closed.  This  was  entering  upon  a 
new  nesociation  which  neither  our  instructions  nor 
inclination  led  us  to  enter  upon. 

Mr.  Famin  said  he  had  intimated  the  thing  to  Mr. 
Barlow,    who   had    instructed    him     to   make  the 
necessary   provision  to   meet  tliis  demand.  Doubt- 
ed.    He  said  he   had  tlie  letter.     We  told   him  he 
had  mentioned  this  circumstance  in  the  palace  on 
Saturday,  and  promised  to  produce  the    document. 
Two  days  had  elapsed  but  he  had  omitted   it.     Wc 
believed  nothing  of  tliis   was  ever  intimated  to  our 
government :  and   we    were    well  persuaded  they 
would  not  yield  to  it.     ''  Then/'  said  the  Sapitapa, 
^'  you  may   write  your  government  that  you  have  a 
truce  but  not  a  ])eace  with   Tunis.     We   told  him, 
if  peace  depended  on   admitting  these   claims,   we 
were  ready  to  make  the  communication  he  dictated. 
He  blustered:  threw  down  his  papers  in  an  affected 
rage  :  used  menace  :  come  again  to  the  subject,  and 
produced  a  note,  containing  an  invoice  of  the  articles 
given  by  Spain.     We  refused  to  see  it.     He  urged 
it  upon  us.     We  said  the   Bey  had  no  longer   ago 
than  yesterday,   received   a  present.     He  said  that 
was  a  consular  present,  and  had   no   relation  to  the 
usages  of  raising  the  flag.     Asked  if  we  wanted  a 
long  peace.     Said,  if  we  did,   it  must  be  on  liberal 
terms.     We  answered,  that  wc  expected   the  peace 
would  continue  as  long  as  it  would  be  found  conven- 
ient :  the  same,  whether  we  paid  more   or  less.     He 
blustered  again,  and  again  menaced  us  with  war,  in 
tase  the  demand  was  not  comj)lied  with.     We  took 
the  note,   told  him  we  would  forward  it  to  our  gov- 
ernment, but  assured  him   they  would  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  it. 

In  this  afijiir,  M.  Famin  has  betrayed  his  real 
character.  He  is  manifestly  in  the  interest  of  the 
court,  and  prepared  to  counte?uince  all  their  projeils 
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of  plunder  :  but  this  may  arise  as  much  from  a  spirit 
of  dependence  as  seltishness. 

Wednesday.  Jtyth.  Received  the  following  note 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dictated  by  the  Sapi- 
tapa. 

"  I  write  to  you  in  tlie  name  of  Sidi  Joseph,  so 
far  as  relates  to  my  subject.  Sidi  Joseph  says  it  is 
the  usance  of  this  regency,  \vhen  tlie  articles  are 
changed,  to  give  the  customary  usances  to  the  Secre- 
tary and  to  the  Sapitapa  :  and  also,  if  it  is  written 
out  an  hundred  times ^  it  is  necessary  to  give  the 
vsame  usance  as  at  i\\^  first  time, 

I  have  the  honor,  8(c. 

fHi^nedJ  M.  STLDTCAr 

Dated  at  the  palace,  ^7th  March, 

Friday,  29th  March.  "Wrote  tlio  Sapitapa  as  fol 
lows.  '  Day  before  yesterday  I  received  a  note 
from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Stinca,  informing  me  that  so 
often  as  a  treaty  is  written  out  or  altered,  the  cus- 
tomary presents  are  given  to  tlie  keeper  of  the  seal 
and  tlie  Secretary.  It  would  be  agreeable  to  me  to 
be  informed  what  these  presents  are.  I  hope  it  will 
be  considered  that  the  treaty,  till  now,  could  never 
be  considered  complete  ;  and  that  the  presents  al- 
ready t  iven  have  been  in  anticipation  of  tliis  event. 
This  being  the  case,  the  demand  for  presents  does 
not  bear  with  it  that  appearance  of  propriety,  as  it 
would  in  case  there  had  been  a  rupture  between  the 
parties,  and  the  treaty  renewed.  I  am,  at  present,  un- 
prepared to  meet  a  demand  of  this  nature  :  but  if  I 
find  the  custom  established  and  formed  inequity, 
provision  shall  be  made  for  it.  Candor  and  duty, 
demand  of  me  however,  to  declare,  that  I  can  in  no 
ease  of  this  kind,  resort  to  the  Spanish  nation  for 
precedent  to  govern  my  conduct  :  If  the  United 
States  should  emerge  from  their  present  distressed 
situation,  they  may  perhaps  become  enabled  to  adopt 
the  usages  of  the  Danish  and  Swedish  nations, 

lam,  8fc/ 
11 
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April  ist.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  tlie 
answer  of  the  Secretary,  dated  April  1st. 

"  Sidi  Joseph  says  that  your  treaty  has  heen  al- 
ready ratified  in  the  manner  of  all  other  nations  who 
are  our  friends.  Since  you  altered  and  retrenched 
some  of  the  articles,  and  the  treaty  is  changed^  he  re- 
quires of  you  his  usancej  and  that  of  the  Secretary^ 
as  all  other  nations  have  given.  Sidi  Joseph  says 
he  is  much  surprized  at  the  import  of  your  letter  of 
S9th  ult.  "  That  you  could  not  regulate  your  con- 
duct hy  the  example  of  the  Spanish  nation  ;  and  if  it 
were  convenient  to  the  situation  of  the  United  States 
you  probably  would  regulate  yourself  by  the  usages 
of  the  Danish  and  Swedish  nations.''  While  this 
was  received,  the  Bey  had  ridden  out.  Sidi  Joseph 
immediately  mounted,  went  to  our  Lord  the  Bey,  and 
told  him  what  you  had  written.  The  Bey  told  him 
ta  write  to  you  i\\2ii  he.  would  have  his  present  ac- 
cording to  the  note  which  you,  gentlemen,  copied  in 
the  presence  of  Sidi  Joseph  :  and  more,  that  his 
Excellency  would  have  it  a  Utile  better  tiian  what 
was  contained  in  the  note  you,  gentlemen,  took. 
His  Excellency  the  Bey  likewise  said,  if  you  were 
not  contented  with  the  proposals  he  made  to  you  to 
communicate  to  your  court,  you  might  arrest  the  brig, 
call  at  the  palace  and  speak  with  his  Excellency  the 
Bey,  and  he  will  give  you  more  jirecise  terms  to 
communicate  to  your  government. 

fSis;nedJ     STUSTCA^ 

I  returned  the  following  note  to  the  Sapitapa.  '  I 
have  received  your  letter  of  this  morning.  Tomor- 
row at  ten  in  tlie  morning  I  will  have  the  pleasure  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Bey.' 

This  morning,  Mr.  Cathcart  embarked  for  Tripo- 
li, in  the   Sophia. 

Tiiesdaij,  ^d,  Six,  A.  M.  The  brig  sailed  with  a 
fair  wind. 

At  ten  I  waited  on  the  Bey  with  additional  pres- 
ents ;  among  them  six  pieces  of  cloth  of  dijB'erent  col- 
ors, which  were  divided  between  him  and  the  Sapi- 
tapa.    To    these  he  affected  perfect    indifference. 
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\sked    in  an   air  of  importance  why  the   brig  had 
sailed,  contrary  to  the  order  contained  in  his  note  of 
yesterday.     I  told  him  the  affairs  ol*  my  nation  re- 
quired it.     He  showed  disgust  at  the   import  of  my 
note  of  the  S9th  ult     I  told  him   our  engagements 
must  be  dictated  by  our  abilities  to  fuliil  them  :  hoped 
he    would  consider   that   America  is  distressed    by 
war  :  that  the  articles  he  demanded,  were  to  be  pro- 
cured from  the  countries    only,  Avith  whom  the  war 
forbade  an  intercourse  ;  and  it  was  therefore  impos- 
sible   to  accede   to  his  demand.     He  said   he  would 
have  the  present  demanded.     I  told  him  our  govern- 
ment must  be  consulted.     "  If  you  will  not  agree  to 
it/'  said  he,  "  you   may    go  home  and  consider  void 
all  which  has   hitherto  been  done."     I  answered,  if 
there  was  no  other  alternative,  I  would  go.     "  Very 
well,"  said  he,  "  I  give  you  ten  days  to  consider  on 
the  subject  ;  and,  if  you  continue  in  this  present  res- 
olution, you  may  embark  in  the  brig,  on  her  return 
from  Tripoli,  and  go  home."     Very  well !  He  arose 
from   his   Sofa   in   a   rage  ;  and   left  the   chamber 
w^ithout  ceremony.    The  Sapitapa  remained.     ^^  Are 
not  these  articles  manufactured  in  America  ?"     '  No, 
w^e  have  neither  the  materirJs  nor  the  manufacturers 
in  America.'     He  appeared  surprised.     "  Is  not  A- 
merica   an  old  country  ?  '  No  ;  it   is   not  yet   two 
hundred   years  since  the  first   effectual    settlements 
"were  made  in   the  United  States.'     '*   lint  the  Bey 
must  have  his  present :  it  is  indispensa])le."     '  If  the 
Bey  be  sincere  in  his  pacific  expressions,  he  will  not 
at  this  period  insist  on  a  present  which  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  procure,  and  leave  no  alternative  but  war.'     I 
hoped  he    would  use  his   friendly  influence  to  direct 
the  Bey  from  his  partinacity.     He  made  no   answer. 
I  left  him  without  ceremony  :  but  ordered  my  inter- 
preter to  leave  with  him  a  douceur  which  I  had  pro- 
vided for  the   purpose.     On   leaving   the  court,   a 
number  of  applications  were  made  for  money  for  pet- 
it officers  and  principal  slaves  of  the  palace,  which 
were  said  to  be  usages  of  all  oilier  nations^  ona  uew 
Consul's  being;  received. 


8#  LIFE    OF 

Among  other  questions  of  the  Sapitapa  irrelavant 
to  this  subject,  one  wa.s,  ivhat  faith  the  Jhnericans 
held.  I  told  him  we  believed  in  God,  Almighty,  the 
reward  of  justice,  and  the  punishment  of  Fraud. 
"  I  thought,''  said  he,  '^  you  were  not  very  supersti- 
tious Christians  !''  The  Tunissians  have  a  con- 
temptible opinion  of  Christians  :  and  well  they  may  >: 
for  those  of  them  with  whom  they  have  had  most 
acquaintance,  have  lapsed  from  tlie  dignity  of  Chris- 
tianity, to  unmeaning  ceremony,  and  shameful  eifem- 
Jnacy. 

Wednesday  J  Sd.  Waited  on  Musta])ha  Coggea, 
the  Prime  Minister,  an  old  man  who  had  heen  very 
influential,  but  had  lost  his  teeth.  Made  him  an  ad- 
ditional present  of  two  pieces  of  cloth.  He  express- 
ed a  sense  of  obligation,  and  very  modestly  told  my 
interpreter  that,  if  he  icere  not  ashamed  to  do  it ^  he 
would  glee  me  back  the  jjresent. 

The  Bapitapa  sent  for  me,  and  renewed,  in  his  a- 
partment,  the  subject  of  the  Bey's  present  :  but  ap- 
peared in  better  temper  tlian  yesterday  :  the  media- 
tor, left  witli  him,  had,  perhaps,  softened  his  obdu- 
racy. He  reminded  me  however,  that,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  I  had  intimat- 
ed to  him,  that  the  Bey  might  expect  something  very 
handsome,  in  case  he  admitted  the  alteration  ;  that, 
having  obtained  my  o]>ject,  it  seemed  I  had  forgotten 
the  obligation,  or  was  disposed  to  evade  it.  I  an- 
swered him  I  should  evade  rio  obligation  fairly 
contracted  :  thought  the  Bey  had  mistaken  the  real 
purport  of  my  letter,  or  I  had  not  communicated  my 
meaning  intelligibly.  It  went  only  to  assure  liim 
that  the  United  States  will  not  adopt  the  example  of 
the  Spaniards  ;  and  for  a  very  good  reason  ;  they 
had  not  the  ability.  Why  should  we  promise  rega- 
lia which  our  country  did  not  produce  ?  It  were  bet- 
ter to  deal  thus  plainly  with  him,  than  to  flatter  him||| 
to  expect  jewels  which  might  never  be  in  our  power 
lo  procure.  It  was  true,  as  I  told  him  yesterday,  we 
had  neither  jrold  nor  diamonds  in  America,  nor  any 
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body  who  knows  how  to  work  them.  '*  Wiiat,  are 
you/^  said  he,  ''  a  parcel  of  countrymen,  shepherds 
and  rustics  ?''  '  Very  mucli  so.'  "  But  you  build 
ships  ?''  '  Yes.'  "  Of  what  timber  ?''  •  The  best.' 
"  And  handsome  ?"  '  Yes.'  "  Well,  suppose  yon 
agree  to  make  the  Bey  a  present  of  a  small,  hand- 
some cruiser  ?"  '  Tlie  Bey  has  given  me  ten  days  to 
consider  on  his  first  proposal.  In  this  time  I  will 
consider  this  proposal.  Am  glad  however,  you  are 
disposed  at  lengUi  to  modify  the  demand.  When 
the  brig  returns,  I  will  wait  on  the  Bey  with  an  an- 
swer.' "  And  I,"  said  he,  "  mean  time,  will  en- 
deavor to  facilitate  the  measure." 

It  is  hard  to  negociate  where  tlie  terms  are  wholly 
exparte.     The  Barbary  courts    are  indulged  in  the 
habits  of  dictating  their  own  terms  of  negociation. 
Even  the  English,   as  the   Consul  himself  informed 
me,  on  his  arrival  and  reception  here,  had  furnished 
him  a  present  in    cash  and  other  articles   valued  in 
England    at   seventeen    thousand  pounds    sterling. 
But  Tunis  trembles  at  the  voice  of  England.     This 
then  must  be  a  political  intrigue  of  England  to  em- 
barrass the  other  mercantile  Christian  nations  ;  and 
it  has  the  effect.     To   the  United   States,  they  be- 
lieve they  can  dictate  terms.     Why  should  they  not  ? 
Or  why  should  they  believe  it  will  ever  be  other- 
wise  ?  They  have  seen  nothing  in  America  to  con- 
trovert this  opinion.     And  all  our  talk  of  resistance 
and  reprisal,  they  view  as  the  swaggering  of  a  brag- 
adocio.     They  are  at  present  seriously  concerned, 
through  fear  that  the  English  and  Americans  arc  in 
offensive  and  defensive  alliance.     The  report  is  cur- 
rent, and  I  have  taken  occasion  to  cherish  it  by  be- 
ing seen  frequently  with  the  British  Consul,  dining 
with  him,  and  holding  secret  intercourse.     But  what- 
ever stratagem  may  be  used  to  aid  our  measures,  it  is 
certain,  that  there   is  no  access  to  the  permanent 
friendship    of  these  states,  without  paving  the  way 
with  gold  or  cannon  balls  ;  and  the  proper  question 
js,  whjcli  method  is  preferable*     So  long   as   they 
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hold  their  own  terms,  no  estimate  can  he  made  of 
the  expense  of  maintaining  a  peace.  They  are  un- 
der no  restraints  of  honor  nor  honesty.  There  is  not 
a  scoundrel  among  them,  from  the  prince  to  the  mu- 
leteer, who  will  not  beg  and  steal.  Yet,  when  I 
proposed  to  the  Sapitapa  to  day  to  substitute  money 
in  lieu  of  the  pre  sent  ^  he  said  the  Bey  had  too  high  a 
sense  of  honor  to  receive  a  bribe  :  he  would  receive 
a  present  ;  but  it  would  affront  him  to  offer  him 
money. 

Saturday y  6th,  The  prime  minister,  Mustapha 
Coggea,  returned  his  present  to  me  with  a  message 
that  he  was  not  accustomed  to  receiving  presents  in- 
ferior in  value  to  the  Sapitapa,  who  was  inferior  to 
him  in  rank,  being  second  minister.  He  believed  I 
had  been  misled  by  the  advice  o-f  the  Jcavs  in  the 
distribution  I  had  made  of  my  presents.  If  he  could 
not  have  an  equivalent  to  the  Sapitapa,  he  would 
have  nothing.  The  messenger  said  the  prime  minis- 
ter was  very  angry  ;  but  intimated  that  the  present, 
with  some  small  additions,  might  go  down  and  re- 
move his  bile.  When  I  was  with  him  on  Wednes- 
day, he  did  not  discover  any  discontent.  He 
probably  did  not  then  know  what  the  Sapitapa  had 
received. 

Sunday.  7th -  A  demand  came  from  the  Admiral 
for  a  gold  headed  cane,  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  and 
twelve  pieces  of  cloth  :  the  usance  on  a  new  Con- 
sul's being  received.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  demand  came  from  the  Aga  of  the  Goulette  for 
his  usance  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  vessel  of  war 
coming  to  anchor  in  the  bay.  To  this  I  answered 
that  /  would  make  him  a  present  of  a  copy  of  the 
treaty. 

Sunday,  i4f/f,  8,  A.  M.  at  the  Palace.  The  Sapi- 
tapa informed  me  that  the  Bey  had  rejected  the  pro- 
posal of  a  small  cruiser  in  lieu  of  the  present  in 
jewels. 

I  told  him,  notwithstanding  the  Bey  had  refused 
to   listen  to  a  cash  proposition,  I  would   once  more 
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make  him  a  tender^  and  proposed  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars in  full  of  all  demands.  He  said  the  maritime 
and  military  regalia  were  very  rich  ;  that  they 
were  peculiarly  necessary  at  this  period  ;  and  if  I 
would  oiler  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
the  Bey  would  not  accept  it. 

I  recapitulated  the  expense  already  incurred  in  our 
negociation  with  this  Regency  ;  and  shewed  him 
Famines  general  account  and  list  of  presents.  He 
said  it  was  a  trifle  ;  and  again  mentioned  the  jewels. 
I  observed  it  was  very  unaccountable  the  Bey  should 
persevere  in  his  demand  of  articles  which  the  war 
rendered  it  impossible  to  procoiire.  ''  Get  them  in 
England/'  said  he  ;  '^  we  like  the  English  manu- 
factures much  better  than  the  French  and  Spanish.'^ 
I  said  it  w^as  still  more  extraordinary  that  ihe  Bey 
should  demand  of  the  United  States  threefold  the 
duties  of  all  otlier  nations  ;  refuse  the  salute  which 
he  gave  all  other  nations  ;  compel  an  obligation  on 
us  to  suff'er  our  merchantmen  to  be  pressed  into  his 
service  ;  and  yet  demand  of  us  the  usages  of  the 
richest  and  most  favored  nation  on  earth.  He  repeat- 
ed that  the  service  very  probably  w  ould  never  be  re- 
quired. Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Bey  would  have  the 
presents.  He  now  demanded  for  himself  a  double 
barrelled  gun  and  a  gold  chain  to  a  watch  ;  said  the 
American  Agent  had  promised  the  gun,  and  he  be- 
lieved had  sent  for  it.  I  told  him  plainly  the  Unit- 
ed States  would  find  it  cheaper  and  better  policy  to 
send  a  force  into  these  seas  to  defend  their  commerce, 
than  to  yield  to  these  accumulated  demands.  ^^  Very 
well ;''  said  he. 

He  reported  to  the  Bey.  In  a  few  minutes  I  was 
introduced  to  his  apartment.  A  few  words  passed 
between  us  of  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing.  He  got  in- 
to a  passion  :  arose  and  left  the  hall  :  but  turned, 
going  out,  and  said,  '*  consult  your  government.  I 
give  them  six  months  to  give  me  an  answer,  and  to 
send  the  presents.  If  they  come  in  that  time,  well ; 
if  not,  take  down  your  flag  and  go  home.'' 


Sa  LIFE   OF 

Thus^  sir,  I  have  given  a  faithful  but  a  tedious  ,d«h 
tail  of  our  uegociation.  The  United  States  sat  out 
wrongly  ;  and  have  proceeded  so.  Too  many  con- 
cessions have  been  made  to  Algiers.  There  is  but 
one  language  which  can  be  lield  to  these  people  ; 
and  this  is  terror.  If  my  own  feelings  were  to  dic- 
tate the  answer  to  the  demands  submitted,  it  would 
be  a  solemn  one.  But  whether  good  policy  would 
dictate  this  is  the  question.  We  should  get  little, 
and  might  lose  much.  At  all  events  we  should  have 
to  buy  a  peace  at  last,  and  redeem  our  captives,  un- 
less we  could  effect  the  intire  destruction  of  the  Re- 
gency, or  convince  them  of  our  ability  to  do  it.  Our 
affairs  are  critically  circumstanced.  Much  mischief 
is  meditated  by  our  cidevant  agent.  I  am  assured 
he  has  this  day  formally  protested  to  the  Bey  against 
the  United  States  establishing  another  Consul  here 
and  talcing  the  bread  out  of  his  oicn  mouth  :  and  I 
should  not  be  surprised  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
hand  my  dispatclies  to  the  department  of  State. 

I  have  not  yet  made  great  sacrifices,  nor  other 
than  unavoidable  ;  but  I  expect  to  be  compelled  to 
it,  except  something  at  present  unforeseen,  shall 
operate  to  ])revent  it.  I  will  not  however  be  bullied 
into  the  measure.  When  I  find  it  necessary  I  will 
soften  my  tone  with  this  government  :  but  this  will 
be  my  dernier.  The  language  of  independence  has 
never  been  spoken  by  our  agent.  If  he  were  receiv- 
ed as  the  representative,  as  well  as  the  agent  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  states,  well  may  we  be 
considered  fit  for  slaves.  I  am  persuaded  he  has  nev- 
er resisted  any  demand  ;  and  am  of  opinion  he  has 
shared  the  benefits  of  his  own  concessions.  My  in- 
verted 0[union  of  this  Frenchman  may  seem  unac- 
countable. His  civilities  to  me  were  the  upper  dress 
of  hypocrisy. 

I  believe  it  would  have  a  good  effect  to  show  force "^ 
in  these  seas,  if  it  can   be  spared   from   our  own 
coasts  ;  if  it  be  only  to  convince  these  pirates  that  we 
are  not  Italians.    If  the  present  of  jewels  be  resisted. 
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as  I  devoutly  pray  it  may,  it  Avill  be  absolutely  nec- 
essary^ or  the  other  regalia  will  not  be  received. 
IJeiimark  furnishes  a  recent  example  of  tliis  nature. 
Policy  forbids  tlie  Tunissians  going  to  war  with  the 
United  States  at  present.  So  long  as  this  continues 
to  be  the  case,  we  are  not  in  much  danger  :  but  no 
sense  of  justice  would  prevent  this  event  if  occasion 
should  suit.  It  is  probable  further  forbearance  may 
be  obtained;,  and  must,  from  the  impossibility  of  re- 
turning the  answer  within  the  time  ;  but  it  is  hoped 
too  much  may  luit  be  presumed  on  this  probability. 
The  United  States  have  no  messenger  whom  I  would 
greet  with  so  much  cordiality  with  the  answer  as 
Commodore  Barry, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain^ 

With  perfect  respect^ 
Sir*  your  most  obedient 

very  humble  seri'ant^ 
WLLLIiVM  EAl  ON. 
Aprilid. 
Honorable  Secretary 
of  the  United  States, 

The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  state,  Mro 
Pickering,  to  Mr.  Eaton,  were  very  ample,  direct- 
ing  him  -lot  only  with  regard  to  the  more  immediate 
duties  of  a  Cousul,  but  requiring  his  attention  to  the 
military  and  naval  force,  manufactures,  commerce, 
laws,  policy,  &c.  of  Tunis  and  the  other  Barbary 
powers.  The  following,  omitting  unimportant  re- 
marks, conveys  much  iuformation  on  these  subjects. 

TuniSp  idthJunCp  1799. 
Sir, 

The  commerce  of  Tunis  is  principally  monopoliz- 
ed by  the  Jews.  The  hides  and  wax  of  the  Avhole 
kingdom,  which  are  considerable  articles  of  exporta- 
tion, are  farmed  bv  a  company  of  merchants,  compos 
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ed  principally  of  Jews,  called  Giornata  ;  for  whicb 
they  pay  the  Bey,  annually,  sixty  thousand  piasters^ 
equal  to  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty 
two  dollars.  The  subjects  are  compelled  to  sell 
the  hides  to  this  company  at  eleven  cents  each,  and 
wax  at  thirty  two  dollars  per  quintal.  The  Giorna- 
ta have  had  a  factory  established  at  Leghorn,  whith- 
er these  raw  materials  were  exported,  till  the  opera- 
tions of  the  French  in  Italy,  since  which  this  factory 
is  moved  to  Messina.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand hides,  and  four  hundred  quintals  of  wax,  are 
supposed  to  enter  into  the  ordinary  annual  trade  of 
this  company.  Revenue  produced  to  the  Bey. 
dols.  17yl4S,  85. 

The  other  and  more  considerable  articles  of  ex- 
portation are  oil,  wheat  and  barley.  Of  these,  the 
Bey  receives  tithes.  One  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand metars  of  oil,  of  six  gallons  each,  are  supposed 
to  be  annually  exported  to  Europe  and  Asia.  In 
addition  to  the  tithes,  the  Bey  receives  sixty  four 
cents  per  metar  for  a  tiskery,  (permission  to  ex- 
port.) The  oil  is  purchased,  at  about  twenty  eight, 
cents  per  gallon,  the  average  price,  which,  Avith  the 
tiskery,  amounts  to  something  less  than  thirty  nine 
cents  per  gallon.  According  to  this  calculation,  the 
annual  revenue  derived  from  this  article  is,  dols. 
78,520. 

The  exportation  of  wheat,  exclusive  of  the  tithe, 
is  supposed  to  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
bushels  annually.  Suppose  this  to  be  nine  tenths  of 
the  whole  annual  produce  of  the  country,  the  value 
of  the  tithe  in  wheat  will  amount  to  thirty  eight 
thousand  eight  lumdred  and  eighty  eight  dollars. 
For  a  tiskery  for  each  caffice  of  eleven  bushels,  the 
Bey  receive  six  dollars,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  ninety  four  thousand,  four  lumdred  and  eighty 
nine  dollars.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
vessels,  averaging  ninety  tons,  annually  load  with 
this  article.  And  the  revenue  produced,  according 
to  the  above  calculation,  is  dollars  SS3,377?  7'1. 
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I  cannot  ascertain  the  quantity  of  barley  export- 
ed, and  duties  collected  ;  but,  supposing  it  to  be  half 
as  much  as  the  wheat,  the  revenue  arising  from  this 
article  would  be  about  dollars,  70,000.  The  ex- 
portation of  beans  and  vetches  is  supposed  to  pro- 
duce about  dollars,  17j000. 

Some  beeves  and  sheep  are  exported,  but  the 
quantity  is  inconsiderable  :  on  these  articles  howev- 
er duties  are  collected  bv  2:ivin2:  tiskeries. 

This  information  is  obtained  from  a  principal  He- 
brew raerc'iant  in  this  city.  And,  although  it  may 
not  be  accurate,  it  raav  communicate  some  idea  of 
the  produce  and  internal  revenue    of  this  kingdom.- 

The  principal  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  are 
red  caps  and  sashes  ;  a  SR,mple  of  the  former,  I  sent 
by  Capt.  Geddes,  of  w'nieh  great  quantities  are  ex- 
ported into  all  the  Turkish  dominions. 

The  manufactors  of  caps  import  annually  from 
Spain  three  thousand  quintals  of  fine  wool  :  and  the 
sash  manufactories  receive  annually  from  the  Morea, 
six  hundred  quintals  of  raw  silk.  These,  articles 
\)ay  no  duty.  This  is  a  peace  calculation.  The 
present  war  has  totally  deranged  the  commerce  of 
this  kingdom.  Ragusa  is  at  present  the  carrier  for 
Tunis  ;  and  what  little  commerce  remains  to  them, 
centres  principally  at  Smyrna  and  other  ports  of  the 
Levant,  alon,^  the  coast  of  Dalmatia  and  the   Morea. 

Muslins,  stuifs,  fine  cloths,  iron,  coffee,  sugar,  pep- 
per and  spices  of  all  kinds,  bleached  wax  candles, 
cochineal,  dried  fish  and  lumber,  are  articles  of  im- 
portation much  wanted  and  which  would  command 
great  prices  in  cash,  at  least  three  hundred  per  cent 
more  than  in  x^merica. 

[Mr.  Eaton  here  gives  a  list  of  the  marine  force 
of  Tunis ;  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Tunissians 
then  possessed  ninety  four  armed  vessels,  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty  eight  guns,  and  eighty  eight  swiv 
els  ;  the  whole  manned  by  upwards  of  eight  thou= 
>^and  men.] 
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The  foi'egoing  list  and  annexed  schedule  exhibit 
in  a  summary  view^  the  most  correct  information  at- 
tainable of  the  npvVal  force  of  Tunis,  the  species  of 
armed  vessels,  the  number  of  their  guns  and  men, 
and  the  times  of  the  year  they  go  to  sea  :  also  the  in- 
crease of  the  navy  the  last  ten  years.  Mr.  Tulin, 
the  Swedish  Consul,  the  oldest  and  perhaps  best  in- 
formed in  the  kingdom,  informs  me  that,  twenty 
years  ago,  Tunis  could  send  out  but  nine  cruisers. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  note  here,  that  the  Bey  re- 
ceives tithes  of  all  prizes  brought  into  any  of  his 
ports  by  the  privateers  of  his  kingdom.  This,  ii>, 
addition  to  the  tribute  of  regalia  from  Christian  na- 
tions, the  prizes  taken  by  the  corsairs  of  the  regen- 
cy, and  the  internal  duties  upon  commerce,  produce 
a  great  revenue.  But  these  sources  are  failing.  But 
twenty  cruisers  have  gone  out  this  year. 

The  cruising  ground  of  the  corsairs  of  this  king- 
dom  has  heretofore  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Corsica, 
Sardinia  and  Sicily,  on  the  coast  of  Genoa,  Tusca- 
ny, Naples,  Calabria,  and  in  the  entrance  of  the  A 
driatic  sea  ;  and  even  as  far  up  as  Venice.  Bu4 
these  coasts,  having  fallen  under  the  protection  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  now  afford  no  game.  Tlieir 
mode  of  attack  is  uniformlv  boardins;.  For  this, 
their  vessels  are  peculiarly  constructed.  Their  long 
latteen  yards  drop  on  board  the  enemy,  and  afford  a 
safe  and  easy  conveyance  for  the  men  who  man  them 
for  this  purpose  :  but  i)eing  always  crouded  Avith 
men,  tiiey  throw  them  in  from  all  points  of  the  rig- 
ging, and  from  all  quarters  of  the  decks  ;  having 
their  sa])res  grasped  between  their  teeth,  and  their 
loaded  pistols  iu  their  belts,  that  they  may  have  the 
free  use  of  their  hands  in  scaling  the  gunnels  or  net- 
ting of  their  enemy.  Iu  this  mode  of  attack  they 
are  very  active  and  very  desperate.  Taught  by 
revelation  that  war  with  the  Christians  will  guarantee 
tire  salvation  of  their  souls,  and  finding  so  great  sec- 
ular advantages  in  the  observance  of  this  religious 
^hity,  their  inducenieufs  to   desperate   lighting   are 
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very  powerful.  Proper  defence  against  them  are 
liigli  nettings  with  chains  sufficiently  strong  to  pre- 
vent tlieir  being  cut  away  ;  buck  shot  plentifully  ad- 
ministered from  muskets  or  blunderbusses  ;  and  lan- 
ces. But  it  is  always  best  to  keep  them  at  distance, 
that  advantage  may  be  taken  of  their  ignorance  at 
raanoeuvering. 

The  principal  naval  ports  are  Porto  Farina,  the 
(roulette,  Ifax,  8usa,  and  Biserte.  Porto  Farina  is 
the  rendezvous  for  vessels  of  war,  no  otiier  beini; 
permitted  to  lay  up  there.  It  is  situated  aborit  eight 
or  nine  leagues  N.  N.  W.  from  Tunis^  and  about 
six  or  eight  miies  W.  by  B.  from  tlie  western  point 
which  forms  the  bay  of  Tunis.  The  harbor  is  secur- 
ed by  tiie  walls  and  batteries  of  tiie  town  of  the  same 
jiame,  forming  an  entrance  of  about  seven  feet  water 
for  the  admission  of  the  cruisers,  wliich  are  obliged 
to  anchor  under  the  batteries,  get  out  their  guns,  bal- 
last, provisions,  &c.  and  being  careened  on  their  sides 
to  lessen  the  draft  of  water,  to  be  towed  in  by  a  spe- 
cies of  large  scows,  called  pontoons.  Vessels  of  any 
size  may  anchor  within  gun  shot  of  the  walls.  The 
town  is  said  to  contain  about  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants  ;  has  a  governor,  (Mahomet  Coggea)  and 
police  ;  and  is  the  magazine  and  arsenal  of  the  naval 
and  military  stores  of  the  kingdom.  The  governor 
owns  the  most  cruisers  of  any  man  in  the  kingdom  ; 
more  than  the  Regency. 

The  bay  of  Tunis  is  formed  by  capes  Fauna  or 
Plain  island,  and  Bon  ;  and  is  thirty  miles  deep. 
The  harbor  at  the  Goulette,  nine  or  ten  miles  E.  by 
8.  from  Tunis,  is  an  immense  bason,  having  cape 
Carthage  (N.  E.  point  of  the  peninsula  of  the  ancient 
city)  on  its  west,  and  a  projection  of  the  main  land  a 
little  north  of  the  mouth  of  Bagrada,  so  noted  for 
E/Cgulus's  serpent,  on  the  east.  It  is  defended  by 
an  enormous  stone    castle  feet  high,  mounting 

guns^  and  by  barbet  batceries  below  ;  under 
cover  of  which,  at  a  small  distance,  merchant  vessels 
may  ride  in  four  or   five  fathom   water.     At  a  little 
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further  distance  vessels  of  war  of  any  draft  have 
good  anchoring  ground  in  wa^er  from  six  to  twenty 
fathom.  It  is  a  safe  and  beantiful  harbor.  Within 
this  bason,  divided  from  it  by  a  garter  of  land  about 
six  miles  in  length,  and  secured  by  the  castle  of  the 
Croulette,  is  a  stagnant  lake  thirty  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence, reaching  quite  to  the  suburbs  of  Tunis,  whose 
deepest  water  is  not  more  than  six  feet,  which  re- 
ceives through  a  canal,  imfhediately  under  the  walls 
of  the  castle,  the  sandals,  or  lighters  with  merchan- 
dize from  the  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  bay.  In  the 
same  manner  all  vessels  receive  from  the  citv  their 
provisions  and  lading,  riding  at  anchor  ;  for  there  is 
not  a  wharf,  which  I  have  seen,  on  all  the  coast.  In 
this  lake  the  lialf  gallies  lay  up  in  winter.  Its  wa- 
ters are  so  stagnant  that,  as  the  boats  pass  across  it, 
a  green,  putrid  wake  is  seen  in  their  path,  and  a 
sickly,  most  offensive  smell  fills  the  air  at  some  dis- 
tance. The  putrid  miasmata  from  this  lake  may  be, 
ferhaps,  among  other  causes  of  the  plague  in  Tunis, 
t  has  been  said  to  inundate  the  ruins  of  Carthage. 
This  is  erroneous.  I  have  repeatedly  visited  those 
ruins.  The  exterior  walls  and  ditches  of  the  an- 
cient city  can  be  traced  without  the  least  difficulty. 
The  walls  of  Byrsa,  the  citidal,  and  temple  of  ^s- 
culapius,  may  also  be  traced  on  an  elevation  of 
ground  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  bordering  on  the  sea  three  or  four 
miles  from  tlie  lake.  The  immense  cisterns,  thirty 
feet  deep,  covered  by  vast  arches  supported  by 
strongly  cemented  pillars  of  stone,  are  still  entire  : 
but  these,  like  many  other  arches  of  vaults,  cisterns 
fl-nd  magazines,  are  now  subterraneous  ;  and  the 
Moors  cultivate  the  surface  where  their  superstruc- 
tures once  stood.  It  is  manifest,  however,  that  this 
lake  covers  a  part  of  an  ancient  village,  vestiges  of 
which  are  found  I)uried  in  ruins,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Goulette. 

^'  Ifax,  a  fortified  town  situated   48  leagues   S.  S. 
S--  from  Tunis,  the  next  very  considerable  port,   has 
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a  large,  open  harbor,  but  remarkably  safe,  being  cov- 
ered by  an  island  at  its  entrance.  It  has  good  an- 
choring ground  from  six  to  ten  fathoms  water.  The 
governor  sends  out  many  cruisers,  as  is  shewn  by  the 
list. 

Susa,  a  fortified  town,  20  leagues  S.  S.  E.  from 
Tunis,  has  a  good  harbor,  and  anchoring  ground  of 
six  to  eight  fathom  water  within  pistol  shot  of  the 
town. 

Biserte,  situated  about  10  leagues  N.  W.  from 
Tunis,  has  a  large  bay  and  good  anchoring  ground 
within  musket  shot  of  the  castle  :  but  the  road,  be- 
ing quite  open,  is  exposed  to  a  heavy  sea  from  the 
N.  E.  which  renders  it  a  mere  shelter.  Biserte  has 
a  large  mole  within  its  walls  communicating  with 
the  bay  w itliout  and  with  a  large,  beautiful  lake  iu 
its  rear,  by  canals  of  about  forty  feet  width  and  ten 
deep.  Into  this  mole  the  cruisers  are  brought  for 
safety  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  got  over  the 
entrance  of  Port  Farina. 

Heathers  chart  of  the  Mediteri^anean  gives  the 
best  points  of  direction  for  entering  these  ports. 

The  winds  upon  these  coasts  are  variable  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  But  in  settled  weather  in  the 
summer  season  there  is  said  to  be  a  sea  breeze  set- 
ting in  there  by  day,  and  a  land  breeze  setting  oft* 
by  niglit.  This  is  probably  occasioned  by  th^  great- 
er rarefaction  of  air  by  the  reiiected  heat  from  the 
sands  on  shore  by  day  and  tlie  warm  surface  of  tl^e 
water  by  night. 

From  the  foregoing  list  and  schedule  it  appears 
.  that  no  season  of  the  year  is  considered  peculiarly 
dangerous  to  navigation.  February  has  uniformly 
sent  out  fewest  cruisers,  but  this  I  apprehend,  may 
be  ascribed  rather  to  the  great  sensibility  of  these 
people  to  the  cold  than  any  other  cause.  This  forms 
no  impediment  to  the  European  sailor,  who  navigates 
those  seas  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

The  country  on  the  sea  coast  of  this  kingdom  is 
naturally  luxuriant  and  beautiful  beyond  description. 
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Well  might  the  Ronians  consider  it  a  luxury  to  have 
a  seat  here.  Were  it  in  the  possession  of  an  enlight- 
ened and  enterprising  people^  I  know  not  why  it 
might  not  vie  witli  the  opposite  continent  in  every 
thing  useful^  rich  and  elegant. 

The  government  is  absolute^  heredetary  monar- 
chy •  but  uncommonly  mild  in  its  administration* 
The  present  Bey  holds  the  regency  by  usurpation* 
His  father,  Alha  Bey,  on  the  death  of  a  brother, 
M  ahomet  Bey,  took  the  government  in  trust  during 
the  minority  of  a  nephew,  Sidi  Mahmoud  Bey,  the 
rightful  heir.  By  an  eminently  mild  and  good  ad- 
ministration he  secured  the  love  and  adoration  of  his 
subjects  ;  and  by  bribes  and  intrigues  with  the  divan, 
principal  oP^cers  of  state  and  the  Grand  Signior,  he 
procured  tye  regency  established  in  himself  and  de- 
scendants, to  the  exclusion  of  the  heir  of  the  right 
line,  who  is  now  held  as  a  kind  of  hostage  in  the 
palace  and  maintained  by  the  regency.  Hamuda 
Bashaw  Bey,  the  present  regent,  by  possessing  ma- 
ny of  the  talents  of  his  father,  and  by  adopting  his 
examples  in  government,  has  established  himself  so 
firmly  in  the  affections  and  confidence  of  his  sub- 
jects, that  his  rival  seems  to  have  abandoned  all 
hopes  of  dispossessing  him,  and  quietly  submits  to 
the  usurpation.  He  enjoys  however  the  title  of  Bey, 
a  title  stripped  of  all  appendages. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Alcoran  forms  the  onlv 
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code  of  laws  in  this  regency.  (As  this  is  formed 
in  religion  it  will  be  naturally  concluded  that  here 
are  no  lawyers ^  and  of  course  very  little  litigation.) 

The  Bey,  solus,  forms  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature, and  admits  presentments  and  causes  of  every 
name  and  nature  to  be  originally  brought  before  him. 
Such  as  he  finds  capital  or  important  he  hears  and 
determines  ;  petit  felonies  and  small  traversies  he 
sends  down  to  a  public  inferior  court  of  justice,  call- 
ed Sharah,  in  the  tity  of  Tunis,  at  the  liead  of  which 
is  the  Cadi  or  higli  priest 
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In  eacli  province  anil  considerable  town  are  inferi- 
or courts.  The  Cait,  or  farmer  of  the  revenue,  a 
kind  of  deputy  governor,  forms  a  species  of  court  of 
common  pleas  for  hearing  and  determining  all  mat- 
ters of  dispute  between  private  subjects,  wb.cre  the 
demand  does  not  exceed  a  certain  sum^  or  where  the 
^subject  matter  of  controversy  is  not  of  a  criminal  na- 
ture. And  the  Caia,  a  governor  of  the  province,  who 
is  also  commandant  of  the  forces,  forms  a  court  in 
the  nature  of  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  trial  of  all 
c^^iminal  offences  not  capital.  In  causes  of  this  na- 
ture these  courts  may  have  original  jurisdiction,  ])ut 
appeal  lies  in  all  cases  from  their  decision  to  the 
Bey,  or  supreme  court. 

The  Bey  sits  in  the  hall  of  justice  from  eight  tijl 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  winter,  and  from  seven  till  e- 
levenin  the  summer,  every  day  in  the  year,  Fridays 
and  the  days  of  Biram  and  Ramadan,  public  feasts, 
only  tixcepted.  In  all  the  courts  the  plaintiff  enteri? 
and  argues  his  own  cause,  in  j^ropria  j^ersona^  and 
the  defendant  in  like  manner  pleads  and  defends. 
So  also  in  criminal  prosecutions.  The  whole  man- 
agement consists  in  simple  statements,  substantiat- 
ing and  refuUng  allegations,  generally  by  evidence 
deduced  from  the  testimony  of  witnesses.  Their 
rules  and  maxims,  in  trials  of  criminal  and  capital  of- 
fences, are  very  similar  to  those  of  our  common  law  ; 
especially  the  crime  of  murder :  and  may  be  and 
probably  are,  derived  from  the  same  source^  the  law 
of  Moses. 

The  Bey  also  transacts  all  his  national  concerns 
in  his  own  person,  and  superintends  the  police  of 
his  navy  and  army,  even  the  payment  of  his  troops. 
These  duties  render  his  life  extremely  laborious^ 
He  lives  abstemiously,  exercises  much  and  sleeps 
little,  (and  alone  though  connected  by  marriage  with 
the  fmest  and  most  accomnlished  woman  in  the  kins- 
dom,  who  is  about  ten  years  yoiuiger  than  himself^ 
and  devoted  io  him  by  tlie  most  affectionate  attach- 
ment.)    But  with  all  these  elt^ellefit  qualities  of  the 
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prince,  he  is  not  without  a  blemish  the  name  of  whicB 
woukl  excite  a  blush  in  the  countenance  of  the  mo&t 
depraved  of  nature's  chihlren.  And  however  sin- 
gularly unnatural,  his  favorite  minister  (the  Sapata- 
pa)  a  lusty  Turk  of  about  thirty  three,  is  the  first  ob- 
ject of  his  passion! 

He  also  is  unboundedly  avaricious.  And  though  he 
said  to  me  he  was  not  enamored  with  toys,  his  palace 
is  crowded  with  rich  jewels  of  all  sorts  and  arms  or- 
namented with  gold  and  diamonds  ;  and  his  wife  is 
said  to  be  loaded  witli  gold  and  diamonds,  which, 
like  the  jewels  of  Paulina,  may  be  literally  said  to 
be   locked  from  usefulness  and  from  the  world. 

The  military  force  of  Tunis  is  rather  imaginary 
than  real.  Every  Turk,  and  descendant  of  a  Turk, 
i$  a  soldier  and  under  pay,  they  amounting  to  6,800 
These,  tliough  they  are  never  embodied,  are  what 
they  call  their  regular  troops.  Detachments  of  them 
appear  in  the  field  once  or  twice  a  year,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  swaggering  into  the  interior  provinces,  to  col- 
lect the  revenues  of  the  poor,  oppressed  Moors. 
They  cannot  be  said  to  have  an  uniform  :  and  they 
have  less  discipline  than  the  rudest  troops  I  have  ev- 
er seen  in  America ;  and  I  have  seen  our  militia 
from  Boston  in  Massachusetts  to  Lexington  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  from  the  north  boundaries  of  Vermont 
to  the  south  boundaries  of  Georgia.  They  are  arm- 
ed with  a  sabre,  brace  of  pistols,  and  a  rusty  mus- 
ket without  a  bayonet.  Their  camp,  as  they  call 
their  army,  or  rather  tlieir  mob,  when  assembled, 
are  composed  partly  of  cavalry,  who  are  armed  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  infantry.  Their  horses,  tak^ 
en  collectively,  are  really  worse  than  the  mill  hors- 
es of  my  own  native  country.  New  England,  which 
every  body  knows  are  wretched  enough,  brought 
into  the  field  a&  nature  formed  them,  or  only  al- 
tered by  the  galling  of  pack  saddles  or  hampers, 
and  totally  undisciplined.  They  have  no  manual 
exercise  nor  field  manoeuvres.  On  their  march  they 
drive  on  belter  skelter,  as  void  of  tactics  as  the  tigers 
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df  their  desert  :  and  their  encampments  are  as  ir- 
regular  as  their  exercise.  Sach  are  all  the  soldiery 
whom  I  have  seen,  and  I  have  reason  tohelieve  such 
are  all  whom  the  kingdom  can  produce.  These,  as 
I  have  said  before,  are  regulars :  their  militia  is  still 
worse.  Every  Moor  has  arms.  Their  natives  form 
the  militia  :  but  they  assemble  neither  in  l)odies  nor 
detachments,  except  in  case  of  imminent  danger  : 
and  they  then  rush  down  from  the  mountains  like 
so  many  wolves  of  the  forest.  In  their  complexion 
and  habits  they  have  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
American  savages  ;  and  in  their  manners  resemble 
them  much  :  but  they  want  that  wild  magnanimity, 
that  air  of  independence,  which  animate  tliose  free 
born  sons  of  our  forests.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the 
Moors  are  timid.  Tlie  Turks  are  said  to  be  brave. 
This  is  not  impossible.  Bunker's  hill  aftbrds  a 
proof  that  undisciplined  men  will  figlit  :  but  the 
campaign  of  '7^  also  proves  that  undisciplined  men 
form  bad  firmies.  i  cannot  ascertain  the  number  of 
the  unorganised  militia. 

The  pay  of  the  Turkish  soldier  is  four  aspers, 
S-91  of  a  dollar  per  diem,  without  clothing,  and 
without  rations,  except  when  in  the  field.  This  sum 
increases  one  asper  every  third  year  till  it  amounts 
to,  but  cannot  exceed,  twenty  nine  aspers  per  diem, 
l^t  the  rank  be  what  it  will.  The  Bey,  being  a  Turk, 
is,  of  course,  a  soldier,  and  commander  in  chief  Of 
the  army  and  navy.  His  pay  for  this  service  is 
twenty  nine  aspers  per  diem.  His  Major  Generals 
receive  the  same  and  no  more  for  their  military  ser- 
vices. How  do  they  subsist  ?  By  perquisites.  This 
establishment  may  have  been  founded  in  economy  : 
it  has  destroyed  discipline. 

Among  the  other  miscellany  of  this  letter,  the  ag- 
gressions of  these  pirates  which  have  lately  happen- 
ed, and  some  reflections  on  the  aflairs  which  inti- 
mately concern  our  nation,  I  hope  may  not  be  con- 
sidered wholly  impertinent. 
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In  the  years  *85  to  '9,  Tunis  is  said  to  have  taken 
one  hundred  prizes  from  Venice.  In  the  montli  of 
August  of  the  year  1797?  Prince  Paterno  of  Sicily, 
as  he  was  passing  from  Palermo  to  Naples?  in  a 
Greek  vessel  of  the  Morea?  with  subjects  of  the  Grand 
Bignior,  and  under  Ottoman  colors,  was  taken  by  a 
Tunissian  corsaire  and  brought  into  port.  The 
court  of  Naples  protested  to  the  Grand  Signior  against 
the  capture,  who  sent  an  envoy  to  Tunis  to  examine 
the  vessel's  papers.  Finding  them  not  minutely 
regular,  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  adjudged  as  a 
good  prize,  and  the  crew  and  passengers  condemned 
to  slavery.  The  prince  remained  a  prisoner  till  the 
middle  of  December  of  the  same  year,  when  he  stip- 
ulated for  his  own  ransom  for  four  hundred  and  Hfty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Bey  and  fifty  thousand  to  the 
Sapitapa. 

On  the  eighth  of  September  last,  five  Tunissian  cor- 
saires,  carrying  nine  hundred  and  ninety  men,  lauded, 
in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  upon  the  island  of  St.  Peters 
in  the  dependence  of  Sardinia,  captured  and  brought 
prisoners  to  Tunis  seven  hundred  women  and  chil- 
dren and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  des- 
cription given  i/ic,  by  the  British  Consul,  of  the  bar- 
barous and  brutal  conduct  practiced  upon  these  un- 
fortunatci,  defenceless  wretches,  would  sliock  a  sav- 
age. The  able  bodied  men  of  the  island  being  at 
their  vintages  in  i\\Q  country,  these  people  fell  a  fee- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  merciless  assailants.  Decriped 
age,  delicate  youth  and  helpless  infancy,  were  tum- 
bled lieadlong  from  their  beds,  precipitated  down 
fiights  of  stairs,  shoved  out  of  street  Avindows,  driven 
naked  in  an  undistinguished  crowd,  without  respect 
to  sex  or  circumstance,  tly*ough  the  streets,  and  cram- 
cd  promiscuously  into  the  filthy  hold  of  one  of  their 
cruisers  ;  in  this  manner  ])rought  across  the  sea,  and 
in  this  wretched  plight  goaded  with  thongs  through 
the  street  of  the  city  by  their  relentless  captors,  driv- 
en to  the  common  auction  srpiare,  and  consigned  to 
slavery.     The  king  of  Sardinia,  distressed  ai^  he  has 
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been  on  the  other  hand  by  the  crimes  of  the  republic, 
has  not  hitherto  found  the  ability  to  redeem  them,  at 
the  enormous  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars,  whieli  tiie  Bey  demanded.  He  has  lately 
appointed  an  aged  and  respectable  Count,  Porchecla, 
who  has  been  four  times  before  an  ambassador  to  thi« 
Court,  and  who  is  now  liere  to  negociate  the  terms  of 
their  redemption.  He  has  at  length  prevailed  on  the 
Bey  to  accept  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  dollars  ;  but  the  terms  of  ])ayment  are  not 
yet  agreed  upon  :  there  is  however  a  prospect  of  their 
release       ■'^^^^^■^^^^t^m^ 

The  old,  the  infirm,  and  the  infants,  wiio  were  un- 
fit for  slaves,  have  been  obliged  to  shift  for  thomselves. 
They  could  not  find  subsistence.  Cliarlty  dealt  her 
sparing  morsel  to  them.  They  have  suffered  much  : 
but  the  Consuls  severally  contributed  something  to 
their  relief.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Sardinian 
Secretary  of  State,  and  another  from^the  Consul  Gen- 
eral appointed  to  be  charged  with  the  affairs  of  all 
nations  who  have  not  a  consul  established  in  that 
kingdom,  soliciting  the  good  offices  of  the  American 
Consul  in  this  affair  :  the  latter  seemed  to  claim  as 
an  obligation,  intimating  that  he  had  often  rendered 
disinterested  services  to  Americans  in  Sardinia. 
I  gave  one  hundred  dollars.      *     *     ^     *     *     * 

When  war  Avas  declared  against  France,  the  Con- 
sul and  all  his  countrymen  were  confined  in  close 
prison,  and  their  ])roperty  sequestered,  notwithstand- 
ing a  treaty  stipulation  that  the  Consul  and  olhers  of 
his  nation  should  be  allowed  one  year,  after  declara- 
tion of  war,  to  adjust  their  affairs  and  depart  the  king- 
dom. 

On  the  3d.  of  April  last,  the  garrison  of  Corfu  sur- 
rendered by  capitulation  to  the  combined  forces  of 
the  Russians  and  Turks,  on  condition  of  being  con- 
voyed to  France.  On  the  25th,  one  of  the  transports 
having  on  board  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  garri- 
son, being  separated  from  its  convoy,  fell  in  with  and 
was  captured  by  an  Algerine  corsaire.     On  the  sec- 
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ond  of  May  they  were  brought  into  Tunis^  and  on  the 
fourth  they  were  marched  through  the  city  and  sent 
off  by  land  to  Algiers^  where  they  have  since  been 
condemned  to  slavery.  About  the  same  time  aVeni- 
cian  vessel  was  taken  under  the  Emperor's  colors  and^ 
passport,  carried  to  Algiers  and  condemned ;  the 
Dey  refusing  to  know  the  Emperor. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  a  Tripoline  corsaire  sent  into 
the  port  of  the  Goulette  a  large  Danish  ship  laden 
with  sugar  and  coffee,  taken  in  the  straits.  There 
lias  been  no  war  declared  by  Tripoli  against  Den- 
mark :  but  the  latter  has  delayed  some  stipulated  re- 
galia. 

On  the  same  day  the  Bey  of  Tunis  condemned  as 
a  good  prize  a  Sicilian  merchant  vessel  taken  by  his 
corsairs  with  admiral  Nelson's  passport.  The  ad- 
miral has  the  firmin  of  the  Grand  Siguior  to  protect 
whatsoever  vessel  he  pleases. 

A  few  days  since  the  Bey  of  Tunis  demanded 
of  the  king  of  Spain  two  frigates  of  thirty  two  guns 
each  :  and  it  is  said  the  demand  is  acceded  to  by  the 
Consul. 

Denmark  is  in  arrear  to  this  i*egency  for  some  re- 
galia of  maritime  stores,  which  being  delayed  beyond 
the  limited  time,  the  Bey  demanded  adtlitional  pres- 
ents, to  compensate  the  damages  of  the  delay.  The 
demand  being  submitted  by  the  Consul  to  his  court 
and  rejected,  the  stipulated  regalia,  though  actually 
forwarded,  were  refused  to  be  received,  and  now  lie 
under  water  at  the  Goulette.     The  affair  is  unsettled. 

It  would  seem  that  aggressions  and  insults  such 
as  these  would  bring  down  vengeance  upon  these  re- 
gencies by  a  combination  of  all  JEurope  against  them. 
It  would  so,  but  policy  dictates  otlierwise.  They 
are  not  a  sufficient  object  to  engage  the  seiious  atten- 
tion (tf  the  great  powers,  especially  those  who  can 
awe  them  into  terms  by  the  voice  of  their  thunder,  or 
purchase  them  at  half  the  expence  of  a  war.  The 
email  states  which  suffer  their  ravages  are  enervated 
by  effeminacy,  cramped  by  oppression,  terrified  by 
cruelty  or  destitute  of  resources.     The  greater  have 
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cheerfully  seen  these  little  victims  cousumed*  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  impediments  to  their  com- 
merce.    But  the  time  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when 
these  sources  of  plunder  will  be  cut  off.     The  aston- 
ishing  progress  of   the    combined   forces  in   Italy 
leaves   no   doubt   that   those    states  will   ultimately 
change  their  masters,  and  fall  into  hands  able  to  pro- 
tect them.     Venice  is  already  out  of  their  reach — 
Genoa  is  said  to  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
combined  armies.     The   king  of  the  two   Sicilies, 
througli   the  mediation  of  the   Grand  Signior,   and 
under  the  auspices  of  the  British  lords,  St.  Vincent 
and  Nelson,  has  negociated  a  truce  during  the  pres- 
ent war.     France  has  no  commerce  exposed.     Spain 
can  defend  herself  by  assistance  of  auxilhiries  drawn 
from  her  mines.     Portugal,  though  a  lady,  speaks 
with  V.   manly  tone    to   these  pirates  ;  she  dictates 
terms  to  them  under  their  own  batteries.     She  has 
lately,  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  forced  Tripoli  to  pur- 
chase  a  treaty  at  the  expense  of  eleven  thousand  dol- 
lars, after  having  captured  two  of  the  Bashaw's  prin- 
cipal corsaires.    All  this  with  only  one  7%  command- 
ed by  commodore  Campbell.     Denmark  and  Sweden 
have  frigates    in  tlicse  seas  :  and    Holland  has  no 
commerce  here.     Tunis  is  robbed  of  her  prey  ;  and 
is  as  restless  as  a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps.     Com- 
merce is  at  an  end   here.     Plunder   must  be  had. 
VV^here  is  it  to  be  found  ?  America  presents  it.     But 
Tunis  is  at  peace  with  America.     Tunis  must  have 
jjlunder.     Necessity  has  no  law.    A  pretext  is  found 
for  a  declaration  of  war  in  our  delinquency,   our  de- 
lay in  sending  out  the  stipulated  regalia  ;  aiul   the 
commerce  of  ^America  in  this  sea  will  fall  the  victim  to 
the  rapacity  of  these  starving  robbers.     Europe,  will 
be  something  more  than  an  idle    spectator  of  the 
scene.     Europe  will  participate  in  the  joy  of  the  e- 
vent.     I  am  not  amusing  myself  with  idle  specula- 
tions.    Nor  does  it  requive  a  second  sight  to   per- 
ceive this  tendency  of  things.     I  lately  thought  poli- 
cy would  dictate    otherwise  during    the   war    with 
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France.  Observation  has  pursuaded  me  that  Tunis 
is  reluctant  at  fighting  France^  and  that  the  regency 
wishes^  if  possible^  to  cultivate  a  secret  understand- 
ing with  the  republic. 

It  seems  highly   probable  that  the  United   States 
will  soon  become  chief  carriers  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  or  that  they  will  at  least  have  their  share  of 
this  trade.     Our  peaceable  situation,  vicinity  to  the 
islands,   the  enterprize  of  our  navigators,    and   the 
great  advantages  thai  offer  here,  all  promise  and  en- 
courage it.     Europe   will  see   a  rival   accumulating 
wealth  and  power  in  the  west   by  this   monopoly. 
Jealousy  and  envy  will  conspire  with  national  inter- 
est  to  procure  the  sentence  against  us,  Delenda  est 
Carthago  !  But  this  must  be  done  by  intrigue,  by  assas- 
sination.    These  pirates  present  themselves  as  suita- 
ble instruments  of  tbis  policy.     They  are  suffered  in 
existence  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  be   thus  used. 
Peace  and  war  with  them  are   articles  of  commerce  ; 
and  they  may  be  set  on  or  bought  off  by  the  highest 
bidder.     The  nations,  who  may  find  occasion  to  use 
them  to  check  our  commerce,  have  little  more  to  do 
than  to  paint  to  tliem  the  certain  advantages   which 
would  result  fiom  making  war  upon   it :  to  paint 
the  number,  value  and  defenceless   situation  of  our 
merchantmen  in  this  sea  :  and,  if  occasion  should  re- 
quire, to  add  by  m  ay  of  stimulus   regalia  of  ammu- 
nition.    Who  among  our  friends  would  scruple  to 
use  these  means  ?  I  wish  avarice  may  find  its  limits 
here.     I  wish  I  could  persuade  myself  that  the  rival 
nations  of  Europe,   \n\\o\\\  conf[uest   will  exhaust  at 
home,  will  not  aim  to  fix  their  talons  on  flourishing 
America.     I  wish  I  could  think  better  of  mankind  : 
but  the  age  in  which  I  live   has  already  furnished 
too  many  examples  of  this  depraved  policy,  tliis  cru- 
el intrigue,  of  which  America  has  been'  the   subject, 
without  the  ability  to  detect,  or  power  to  oppose  its  in- 
fluence, not  to  establish  the  suspicion. 

I  will  here  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  there  is 
an  impropriety  in  granting  money  for  Barbary  with 
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open  galleries  ;  for,  being  published  in  Europe,  Eu- 
ropean  agents  here  are  instructed  to  inform  the  Beys 
of  these  appropriations,  or  they  do  it  without  in- 
structions ;  which  tends  to  enhance  their  demands 
and  embarrass  our  negociations.  This  must  be  the 
case,  for  the  Beys  do  not  read,  yet  they  know  per- 
fectly well  the  amount  of  these  appropriations.  It 
is  only  pursuing  a  uniform  policy.  Is  England  less 
interested  or  less  solicitous  at  this  moment  in  prohib- 
iting the  carrying  of  American  goods  in  American 
bottoms  to  these  important  places  of  commerce,  than 
she  was  in  1660  ? 

An  English  Captain  from  Mahon,  a  few  days  since, 
was  heard  to  say,  in  the  British  consular  house,  that 
eighty  American  ships  had  already  passed  the  straits 
this  spring.  The  Consul,  in  a  transport  of  astonish- 
ment, exclaimed,  "  By  God  we  must  put  a  check  to 
these  people  ;  they  are  ruining  all  our  commerce 
here  and  in  the  East  Indies  !'' 

Would  a  directory  of  France  less  than  a  Lewis 
the  XIY.  be  solicitous  to  erect  an  Algiers^  if  there 
were  not  one   already  on  this  coast  ? 

But,  independent  of  European  intrigue,  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  to  the  interest  of  this  regency  to 
break  with  us,  and  they  undoubtedly  know  it. 

The  game  of  the  Mediterranean  Christians  wrest- 
ed from  them  by  the  more  mighty  hunters  of  the 
North  and  East,  what  have  they  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  blood  hounds,  which  now  lie  kenneled 
in  their  ports,  to  be  employed  about  ?  They  must  be 
let  loose  upon  somebody.  They  already  scent  our 
Inerchantmen.  And  finding  the  least  plausible  pre- 
text, they  will  be  loosed  to  the  chase.  If  then  our 
stipulations  be  not  punctually  observed,  where  is  the 
guarantee  of  our  safety  ?  Shall  we  rely  on  treaty 
compact  ?  Treaties  are  dead  languages  with  these 
regencies.  Was  it  not  stipulated  that  one  year 
should  be  allowed  to  the  French  to  remove  with  their 
effects  ?  Is  not  their  Consul,  and  are  not  his  fellow 
citizens,  slaves  ?  We  cannot  place  any  reliance  iw 

ih 
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their  good  faith.  Can  humanity  move  them  ?  Why 
should  we  expect  from  inveterate  pirates^  virtues  sel- 
dom practised  among  civilized  and  christian  na- 
tions ?  Have  we  the  vanity  to  believe  they  are  afraid 
of  us  ?  What  should  have  produced  this  impulse  ? 
They  have  seen  nothing  here  to  excite  terror  but  the 
little  Miss  Sophia  disguised  in  men^s  clothes.  The 
poor  thing  excited  pity  rather  than  alarm.  When  I 
observed  to  the  Bey  at  one  of  our  interview  s,  that 
we  had  once  whipped  the  English^  he  shrewdly  ask- 
ed whether  we  did  it  or  whether  the  French  did  it 
foi'  us  ?  Asl  have  before  said,  nothing  will  prevent 
us  from  being  bloodsucked  by  this  daughter  of  the 
horse  leach  except  formidable  force,  faithful  fulfil- 
ment of  our  stipulations  or  further  sacrifices. 

Whatever  shall  be  resolved  upon,  should  be  ex- 
peditiously prosecuted.  Otherwise  we  shall  experi- 
ence the  evils  Avhich  I  have  predicted  and  which  I 
believe  are  now  projecting.  I  am  at  this  moment 
convinced  that  it  w  as  with  a  view  of  finding  pretext 
for  a  war,  that  the  Bey  and  his  ministers  labored 
with  so  much  perseverance  to  dragoon  or  manoeuver 
ine  into  a  promise  of  regalia  of  jewels  and  a  cruiser. 
It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  unless  something  shall 
appear  for  us  before  the  fir?t  of  February,  the  die 
will  be  cast  against  us,  and  a  sweep  made  among 
our  merchantmen.  I  wish  my  alarm  may  prove  tht^ 
child  of  timidity.  But  since  from  arguments  already 
given,  it  has  taken  possession  of  my  belief,  I  cannot 
forbear  my  importunity  on  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
portance. We  owe  our  peace  at  this  moment  to  the 
victory  of  Lord  Nelson. 

I  submitted  my  opinion  by  Captain  Tzicddes,  that  a 
small  cruiser  of  eighteen  or  twentv  2;uns  would  bo 
well  given.  lam  still  of  that  opinion,  in  case  a 
force  be  not  sent  out.  t  have  ])eforc  said  thai  Iiere 
is  no  access  to  these  courts  without  paving  the  way 
with  gold  or  cannon  l)alls.  Humanity  condemns  the 
policy  of  putting  arms  into  tlie  hands  of  these  mart 
jrjen.     But  wc  are  not  singular  in  this  policy.     Be- 
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Sides  considering   tlie  intrigues  of  Our  rivals  here, 
we  ought  perhaps  to  feel  no  remorse  on  this    score 
other  tlian  what  the    danger  of  tliose  arms    heing 
turned  against  ourselves  sliould  produce.     I  have  al- 
so advanced  my   opinion   that  a  respectahle^  armed 
force  in  this  sea  would  he  among  the  hest  precau- 
tions against  a  preditory  war.     How  often  is    the 
maxim  repeated  in  America,   "  to  preserve  peace,  he 
prepared  for  war  ?''  But  how  should  this   prepara- 
tion  he  productive  of  its  ohject,  if  tlie  world  are  ig- 
}iorant  of  it  ?    If  this  precaution  he  necessary  to  pre- 
serve peace  among  civilized  nations,  hov/  much  more 
-SO  among  savages  who  have   no  restraint   hut  fear  ? 
Having  never  seen  the  quiver  they   liave  no  desire 
for  the  olive  branch.     Our  language  to  them   should 
be  the  language  of  the  gos])el  :   "  I   liave   this  day 
.set  before  you  life  and  death,  choose  you  whicli  you 
will.''    Without  a  language  like  this,  and  an  attitude 
to   support  it,  to  think  of  reciprocity    is   idle,  since 
here  are  no  commercial  interests  to  induce  it.     And 
to  send  an  agent  with  presents  in  his  hands   to  talk 
of  friendship,  lienor  and  national  justice,  is  like  deck- 
ing a  woman  with  jewels  and  sending  her  into  a  for> 
est  to  hold  imparlance  with  a  Jiighwayman. 

Were  I  to  dictate  measures  to  the  United  States, 
they  would  read  thus.  '•  Send  out  the  stipulated  re- 
galia :  for,  being  stipulated,  it  is  become  a  debt.  Ac- 
company it  with  a  respectable  force  ;  and  under  our 
guns,  make  the  tender  on  the  legal  principles  of  a 
tender  ;  that,  if  refused,  it  should  annul  the  obliga- 
tion. After  this  act  of  justice  is  performed,  if  the 
president  should  think  proper  to  olier  something 
conciliatory,  something  to  ''  turn  away  wrath,''  let 
it  be  done  gratuitously,  and  in  sucli  a  manner  as  not 
only  to  confer  an  obligation,  but  to  impose  a  sense  of 
it  also."  These  measures  I  do  believe  necessary  pre- 
cautions. But  they  will  be  attended  with  expence. 
Let  my  fellow  citizens  be  persuaded,  before  convic- 
tion shall  force  the  belief,  that  this  is  an  expence 
vwhieh  must  one  day  be  submitted  to.  Wisdom  would 
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provide  for  it  before  we  shall  he  fraternally  squeezed 
into  the  measure  ;  before  we  incur  the  expence  of 
redeeming  two  or  three  hundred  captives  from  sla- 
very at  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  each,  exclu- 
sive of  the  loss  of  twenty  or  thirty  merchantmen. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States,  jealous  of  their 
liberty,  and  tenacious  of  their  property,  are  reluctant, 
or  at  least  slow,  to  secure  by  due  guards  what  they 
are  most  desirous  to  have  secured.  If  the  ravages 
of  the  present  European  war  have  not  convinced  them 
that  a  defenceless  position  invites  insult,  tliey  may 
with  a  little  more  patience  have  additional  evidence 
of  this  truth.  But  to  me  it  is  now  apparent  that  little 
less  than  sacrifices  equivalent  to  the  expence  of  a 
war  will  long  secure  our  property  on  these  seas,  un- 
less they  will  at  least  go  to  the  voluntary  expence  of 
sending  out  a  hangman  and  erecting  a  gallows  in 
sighi  of  these  robbers. 

These  familiar  remarks  and  reflections  in  an  of- 
ficial communication  I  know  are  out  of  order,  and 
for  the  department  of  state,  which  I  believe  has  long 
since  anticipated  them,  wholly  unnecessary.  But  as 
they  arise  out  of  observations  taken  on  the  spot,  it 
is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  they  may  make  some 
impression  on  minds  not  accustomed  to  be  exercised 
with  this  subject.  For  this  reason  they  are  annexed 
to  the  report  which  duty  requires  of  me  :  and  for 
this  reason  it  is  hoped  they  may  be  considered  veni- 
able  if  not  in  order.         ***** 

Speaking  the  other  day  with  the  Swedish  Consul, 
who  has  been  twenty  years  in  this  regency,  respect- 
ing the  tisaiices  exacted  of  the  nations,  and  mention- 
ing the  Bey's  demands  from  the  United  States,  he 
said,  ^^  All  nations,  in  making  and  concluding  a 
treaty  of  peace,  make  large  presents  ;  otherwise  the 
most  frivolous  thing  would  be  made  a  pretext  for 
new  demands  or  for  invalidating  the  treaty.  Beside 
this,  the  Bey  would  perhaps  once  in  twenty  years 
demand  a  present.  He  has  lately  demanded  of 
Sweden  regalia  of  plank,  timber  and  tar,  part  of 
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which  has  beea  sent  oiit^  the  other  is  daily  expected. 
But/^  continued  he,  "  if  England,  .vho  has  been 
two  hundred  years  at  peace  with  this  regency,  siiould 
give  twelve  thousand  pounds  sterling  on  sending  out 
a  new  Consul,  it  is  not  surprizing  that  much  more 
gbould  he  expected  from  a  great  nation  on  negociat- 
ing  a  treaty  and  establishins;  a  Coasul." 

Whoever  has  read  the  hooks  of  the  Old  Testa*: 
merit,  or  elsewhere  learned  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  ancient  Jews  and  other  eastern  nations, 
may  form  some  idea  of  these  people.  Those  ancient 
religious  rites,  marriage  ceremonies,  ahlutions,  do- 
mestic habits  and  even  agricultural  management, 
(which  probably  must  have  descended  from  the  an* 
cient  Egyptians,)  are  preserved  here  with  little  devi- 
ation, and  less  improvement.  But  no  custom  of  the 
ancients  seems  more  minutely  preserved  than  tliat  of 
giving  and  receiving  presents.  This  custom  seems 
to  have  been  very  ancient,  not  only  on  the  reception 
of  an  Ambassador,  hut  also  on  the  meeting  of  friends, 
or  formal  visits.  Tlie  Queen  of  SheLa,  on  a  visit  to 
Solomon,  is  said  to  have  brought  a  present,  the  gold 
of  which  is  estimated  by  Dean  Prideaux  at  861,000/. 
sterling.  Few  I  believe  are  tlie  instances  recorded 
in  ancient  history,  sacred  or  profane,  of  a  prince  or 
an  ambassador  meeting  a  prince  with  propositions 
of  a  negociation,  without  preluding  the  business  with 
a  present.  Hence  David  :  "  a  gift  in  secret  pacifi- 
eth  anger,  and  a  reward  in  the  bosom  strong  wrath. '^ 
What  is  now  considered  in  Europe  and  America 
corruption,  was  then  no  more  than  a  matter  of  course : 
and  is  now  thus  received  bv  the  descendents  of 
the  eastern  nations.  The  Sapitapa  informed  me 
that  when  he  went  on  an  embassy  to  the  Grand  Sign- 
ior,  about  two  years  ago,  he  carried  with  him  a  pres- 
ent in  jewels  valued  at  500,000  dollars  of  Spain  : 
and  that,  finding  this  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  intended,  he  used  his  discretion  in  pro- 
curing the  deficiency  at  great  additional  expence. 
He  added,  that,  as  the  measure  procured  the  object  of 
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liis  mission,  his  crmrt  approved  his  conduct.  This 
story  he  gave  as  authority  to  govern  my  conduct 
with  his  master.  It  proved  liowever  the  existence 
of  the  custom  with  these  nations  in  their  negociations 
with  each  other.  But  equivalent  returns  are  general- 
ly made  in  these  cases.  They  h^ve  then  imposed 
on  christians  the  custom  of  giving,  without  receiv- 
ing :  And  christians  have  been  stupid  enough  to 
let  it  become  usance,  law  of  nations,  here  :  and 
Americans  must  submit  to  it  :  or  arm  to  resist  it. 
It  is  now  more  peculiarly  necessary,  because,  in 
yielding  toxhc  custom,  we  have  acceded  to  theZazt*. 
We  began  wrong  :  that  is,  we  deviated  from  right 
in  suspending  the  fitting  out  of  the  five  frigates  tOj 
^nter  upon  a  negociation  with  Algiers.  Had  our 
ambassador  held  in  his  right  hand  a  lighted  match, 
and  in  his  left  the  project  of  a  treaty,  Algiers  would 
have  blustered,  and  fretted  too,  but  she  would  have 
haeii  less  exorbitant  :  and  lier  accomplices,  Tunis 
and  Tripoli,  would  have  been  awed  into  terms. 
But  regrets  are  useless  :  we  have  now  only  to  make 
the  best  of  a  bad  bargain. 

With  great  respect. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient 
Servant, 
WILLIAM  EATOK 
Hon.  Timothy  Pickering, 
Secret arjj  of  State, 

Extracts,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JnIyi5tJi,i799. 

I  have  yet  mentioned  nothing  of  further  attempts 
of  a  cash  payment  in  lieu  of  the  maritime  and  mili- 
tary stores,  because  no  well  grounded  hopes  were 
entertained  of  success,  and  because  the  result  of  pro- 
jects some  time  since  in  operation  were  not  known. 

Interest  was  making  with  the  governor  of  Porto 
Farina  and  the  Sapitapa,  to  influence  the  Bey  into 
the  measure,  and  the  prospect   was  considered   not 
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wholly  desperate  though  not  flattering.  I  had  as- 
sured the  Sapitapa,  that^  if  he  would  procure  a  final 
settlement  and  discharge  of  all  demands  for  any  sum 
short  of  ninety  thousand  dollars^  he  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  ten  thousand  dollars  promptly,  in  consider- 
ation of  his  good  offices.  He  seemed  much  inclined 
to  the  argument. 

On  the  38th  ult.  he  gave  a  dinner  at  his  garden. 
Present,  the  English  and  Imperial  Consuls,  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Sicilian  ambassadors  and  the  American 
agent,  besides  several  principal  Turks.  In  the 
morning  of  this  day  I  took  the  opportunity  to  obtain 
his  decided  opinion  relative  to  the  cash  substitute. 
He  gave  it,  that  the  jproject  ivas  not  feasible  :  said 
that  the  Bey  had  purchased,  and  was  j)urchasing, 
all  the  ammunition  he  could  procure :  that  he  had  sent 
vessels  to  Trieste,  Ma  hon  and  Spain,  for  maritime 
and  military  stores,  such^s  he  expected  from  Amer- 
ica, without  being  able  to  procure  them.  That  he 
was  sending  to  Gibralter  and  England  with  tlie  same 
views  :  That  the  delinquency  of  the  United  States 
had  occasioned  great  disappointment ;  particularly 
so  at  the  present  crisis.  It  Jiad  operated  to  retard^ 
and  indeed  to  defeat,  plans  of  national  defence  and 
enterprise,  the  entire  execution  of  which  depended 
on  these  munitions  of  war.  He  was  authorized  a- 
gain  to  declare  that  no  sum  of  money  would  be  con- 
sidered an  equivalent  to  the  regalia.  He  hoped,  if 
the  timber  could  not  be  procured  immediately,  (fori 
told  him  it  was  yet  growing  on  the  sources  of  our 
rivers,)  that  the  guns,  ammunition,  pitch,  tar,  rosin, 
cordage  and  such  other  artrcles  as  are  to  be  fonnd  in 
our  magazines,  would  be  forwarded  without  delay. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  here  that  while  we  were  at 
dinner  a  body  of  Turks  came  armed  to  the  garden, 
and  even  into  the  court  yard,  and  demanded  money, 
alledging  that  the  govermnent  having  made  ])eace 
with  every  body  had  reduced  them  to  famine  ;  but 
they  werQ  resolved  not  to  starve  I  This  circumstance 
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confirm!^  the  opihioil  heretofore   advanced  that  ihty 
^  must  be  let  loose  upon  some  body.' 

On  the  S9th,  the  Portuguese  and  Sicilian  ambas* 
i^adors  embarked  for  their  ^fspective  courts  ;  th© 
former  having  concluded  a  truce  vrith  ihis^  regency 
for  three  years,  the  latter  during  the  prese»<?  war  in 
Europe.  This  raised  a  new  spectre  of  alar^i  to  my 
vision.  What  now  is  to  block  the  corsaires  with- 
out the  Straits  ?  What  now  shall  hindcx^  them  from 
cruising  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Orkney 
islands  ?  England  is  in  a  kind  of  alliance  with 
them  ;  and  France  will  not  oppose  their  outrage  a- 
gainst  Americans.  I  resolved  therefore  once  more^  to 
see  the  Bey  and  pu^i,  if  possible,  the  project  of  a  cash 
payment  :  accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  July  I  waited 
on  him  at  his  palace,  and  requested  him  to  state 
what  sum  of  money  would  satisfy  his  claims  and 
cancel  all  his  demands  ?  He  laconically  answered 
^^  No  sum  whatever.  You  need  not  think  more  of 
it."  He  observed  that  his  minister  had  communi- 
cated to  him  my  proposals  on  this  subject,  and  had 
received  his  instructions  to  give  me  a  conclusive  and 
final  answer  to  tlicm,  which  he  presumed  had  been 
done.  I  said  the  minister  had  made  the  communi- 
cation, but  as  he  was  daily  lessening  the  number  of 
his  enemies,  and  of  course  diminishing  the  necessity 
of  these  munitions  of  war,  I  hoped  it  would  produce 
motives  to  dispense  w  ith  them  for  a  cash  equivalent : 
but  as  he  insisted  on  the  stipulated  articles,  I  hoped 
he  would  consider  the  impediments  which  might 
retard  their  arrival  and  would  prolong  the  time.  He 
said  it  would  be  early  enough  to  enter  upon  this  sub- 
ject  after  the  given  time  shall  have  expired. 

I  now  consider  that  my  ultimatum,  agreeably  to 
instructions,  has  been  proposed  in  a  manner  best 
calculated  to  insure  success,  but  finally  rejected. 
It  remains  with  the  exertions  of  the  United  States 
to  preserve  the  peace.  Every  thing  conspires  to 
confirm  my  suspicion  iliat  the  regency  does  not  wish 
it,  and  that  the    commerce   of  the   United   States  h 
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marked  out  as  the  victim  of  Tunissian  piracy.  I 
thought  I  had  exliausted  the  subject  of^this  suspicion 
in  my  last  letter,  but  new  evidence  appears  to  sup- 
port  it.  The  Spaniards  are  individually  intriguing 
to  effect  it,  that  they  may  avert  the  storm  wliich  low- 
ers upon  them  ;  and  the  secret  agency  of  tlie  French 
is  thrown  into  this  scale  of  influence.  Should  the 
Republic  obtain  a  separate  peace  with  the  Ottoman 
empire,  which  is  projecting,  the  event  is  most  certain, 
unless,  by  our  own  means,  we  can  counteract  tlie 
plot  :  for  the  Jews,  who  have  loved  us  dearly  hith- 
erto, having  much  more  depending  with  the  French 
than  with  tlie  IJnitetl  States,  will  withdraw  their 
friendly  offices  from  us.  Besides,  their  percents  on 
loans  and  brokerage  and  their  profits  as  bankers  di- 
minishing, tliey  may  calculate  a  more  profitable  spec- 
ulation on  American  prizes  than  American  commis- 
sions :  for,  individually  and  collectively,  they  are — 
Jews  ! 

To  the  menaces  of  war  T  have  hitherto  feigned  a 
voice  of  indifference,  and,  I  believe,  have  impressed 
a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this  disposition  in  my 
government.  But  in  this  I  have  had  to  effect  an 
entire  revolution  of  sentiment  ;  for  the  abject  came- 
leon  who  preceded  me  held  no  language  but  that  of 
humility  and  supplication.  Policy  dictated  this  de- 
parture from  his  example,  and  the  opinion  is  deeply 
impressed  in  my  mind  that  policy  will  dictate  to  the 
United  States  to  support  me  in  this  position,  unless 
they  have  reasons  for  relapsing  into  disgrace  here, 
and  for  submitting  to  be  plundered. 

Should  an  armed  force  accompany  the  regalia  in- 
to this  sea,  it  should  take  the  appearance  of  a  con- 
voy. This  would  appreciate  ih^  merit  of  our  exer- 
tions, and,  without  menace,  will  liave  the  effect  of 
chastisement.  But  if  the  Bey  should  persist  in  his 
demand  of  Jewels,  and  if  there  be  no  alternative  but 
an  equivalent  or  a  rupture,  how  am  I  to  govern  my- 
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TuniSy  8th  August^  1799'. 

On  30th  and  81st  ultimo^  the  Bey  called  upon  all 
the  consuls  of  the  tributary  nations,  (among  them 
the  Jlmerican !)  and  demanded  of  their  courts, 
through  them,  immediate  supplies  of  naval  stores. 
Of  me  he  had  the  modesty  only  to  demand  that  I, 
without  delay,  should  charter  a  ship  for  America  to 
bring  out  the  naval  stores.  Said,  by  a  report  of  his 
Admiral,  governor  of  Porto  Farina,  and  of  his  naval 
constmctory  he  was  informed,  that  he  had  not  a  sin- 
gle plank  nor  a  spar  in  his  magazines.  I  consumed 
three  days  at  the  palace  on  the  affair,  and  left  the 
Bev  where  he  started. 

Nothing  can  be  added  to  the  communications 
hei*etofore  made  to  'inforce  the  necessity  of  expedi- 
tion in  forwarding  ihe  regalia.  I  have  prevailed  on 
the  Bey  to  forbear  till  tlie  first  of  January,  and  have 
insisted  on  the  impossibility  of  returns  IVom  Ameri- 
ca till  February.  The  earliest  information  of  the 
provision,  &c.  making,  may  be  useful  to  me.  I  have 
uniformlv  found  the  Bey  a  reasonable  and  indeed 
accommodating  man.  But  the  S^pitapa — own* 
corsaires,  and  Famin  is  his — slave  ! 

Tunis,  Qth  Oct.  1799- 
The  Bey  of  Tunis  still  holds  an  imperious  tone. 
1  can  add  little  on  this  subject  to  the  communications 
already  forwarded,  but  a  contiimation  that  nothing 
Avill  secure  our  peace  here  but  imjdicit  concessions  to  all 
tlie  demands  of  the  regency,  or  formidahle  resistance. 
Having  resolved  to  know  whether  any  relaxation  of 
the  Bey's  claims  could,  by  any  means,  be  obtained,  I 
waited  on  him  in  his  palace  yesterday,  and  proposed 
that  he  should  receive  in  lieu  of  tlie  jevv^els  demand- 
ed, the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  such  arti- 
cles as  he  should  chuse  to  commission  for  from  En- 
gland. He  answered  that  he  u-as  VtOt  a  merchant  ; 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  value  of  the  regalia  ;  they 
were  the  usance  ;  and  he  should  neither  abate  nor 
commute  o 
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The  fact  is,  the  regalia  have  been  stipulated  by  the 
proper  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  govern, 
ment  have  no  alternative  but  to  ratify  the  act  or  go 
to  war.  Tlie  first  of  January  is  declared  to  be  the 
ultimate  moment  of  forbearance  for  the  maritime  and 
military  regalia :  the  jewels  three  months  later. 
This  being  the  situation  of  our  affairs  here,  I  have 
thought  prudent  to  communicate  a  caution  to  the  dif- 
ferent Consuls  in  the  Mediterranean  :  it  may  also  be 
proper  to  cause  the  communication  to  be  made  pub- 
lic in  the  United  States. 

The  project  of  a  war  with  Spain  has  evaporated. 
A  secret  accommodation  between  the  Consul  and  the 
Bey  has  reconciled  the  latter.  France,  though  at 
war,  is  not  less  secure  in  iier  intrigues  than  her 
strength.  The  king  of  the  two  Sicilies  has  a  truce. 
The  other  Italian  states  and  Malta  have  foreign  pro- 
tection. There  is  not  then  upon  all  the  coast  of  the 
Mediterranean  a  single  corsaire  in  which  the  vul- 
ture of  Tunis  can  fix  his  talons.  He  views  his  prey 
in  the  west.  My  suspicions  of  the  hostile  disposition 
of  this  regency  towards  the  United  States  are  sup. 
ported  by  testimony  which  renders  the  fact  unequiv- 
ocal. The  late  Ambassador  from  this  to  Algiers  was 
charged  to  intimate  to  the  Dey,  that  "  the  Bey,  having 
limited  the  period  of  his  forbearance  witli  the  United 
States  to  six  months  from  the  departure  of  their  A- 
gent's  dispatches,  trusts  ihQ.  Dey  would  not  interfere, 
if,  after  the  lapse  of  said  period,  in  case  of  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  lie  should  adopt  snong 
measures.''  This  is  said  to  have  excited  some  agi- 
tation at  that  court,  and  to  have  drawn  from  the  Dev 
professions  of  his  friendship  towards  us  :  but  noth- 
ing appears  in  his  dispositions  to  evidence  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure.  When  one  sound  argument 
can  be  introduced  founded  in  facts,  or  in  the  interest 
Gv  good  faith  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  to  induce  his  ef- 
fectual interference  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
then  let  us  rely  on  this  interference  :  but  if  facts,  no 
less  than  circumstances,  go  to  prove  the  contrary,  le^: 
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US  no  longer  be  amused.  Is  not  Algiers  allied  with 
Tunis  by  blood,  religion,  honor,  {"there  is  honor  a- 
mong  thieves,  J  and  by  the  closer  ties  of  interest?  The 
same  instant  that  the  ambassador  made  this  commu- 
nication he  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Dey  a  present, 
valued  in  Tunis  at  thirty  thousand  and  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  being  the  amount  of  the  annual  tribute 
and  extraordinary  regalia.  This  was,  of  itself, 
sufficient  to  compose  the  soul  of  tlie  Potent  Beast 
at  that  moment,  if  he  had  seen  the  whole  Chris- 
tian world  inveloped  in  destruction.  But  the  Dey 
dares  not  use  his  influence  for  us  if  disposed.  What ! 
Turk  betray  the  interest  of  Turk.  Mussulman  cut 
the  throat  of  Mussulman  ;  and  pirate  oppose  the  in- 
terest of  allied  pirate,  to  aid  the  interest  of  infidels, 
dogs,  slaves  !  for  his  life  he  dares  not !  He  would  see 
revenge  and  death  brandished  against  him  on  the 
blade  of  every  Mussulman's  otai^an.  I  affirm  that  he 
has  no  serious  inclination  to  aid  our  measures  here. 
It  is  ascertained  that  the  important  letters,  put  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Cathcart  and  myself  to  insure  the 
success  of  our  negociation  here  and  at  Tripoli,  were 
merely  letters  of  civility  and  calculated  to  amuse  us. 
What  else  did  thev  avail  ?       *       *       *       ^       * 

On  the  20th  September,  Hassen  Alzeri  was  stran- 
gled by  the  Bey !  This  young  prince  was  the  de- 
scendant in  the  third  dc:::ree  in  the  right  line  from 
the  predecessor  of  the  father  of  the  present  Bey. 
He  had  been  conlined  from  infancy  in  Algiers,  until 
about  seven  years  ago,  when  he  made  bis  escape 
hither  by  the  agency  of  the  Bey,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  friendship  ;  but  more  probably  to  acquire  a 
more  immetliate  ascendency  over  his  life  and  for- 
tune. The  soldiers  who  were  ordered  to  seize  him 
durst  not  approach  him.  lie  threw  away  his  arms 
and  said,  advance  !  What  alarms  you  P  Tiiey  con- 
ducted him  to  the  place  of  execution.  The  mutes 
approached  him  with  caution.  Execute  your  or- 
jlers,  cowards  !  said  he  ;  and  snatching  the  cord 
»)*oin  their  hands  and  placing;  if  about  his  peck,  and 
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putting  his  hands  behind  him,  ordered  them  to  tic 
him.  "Looking  upon  his  friends,  who  stood  about 
him,  he  said ;  IJ I  have  wronged  yoii,  forgive  me  :  I 
go  to  the  tomb  of  my  fathers  ;  and  was  strangled. 
fle  was  conducted  in  a  cart  to  that  tomb  without  a 
single  follower.  About  the  same  time  a  slave  was 
bastinadoed  to  death  in  the  palace.  Hamuda  Bash- 
aic  is  considered  a  mild  prince.     *     ^     ^     *     * 

The  special  reasons  which  induced  Doctor  Shaw 
to  leave  the  Sophia,  I  leave  to  him  to  detail.     They 
were  such  as  I  considered  Avould  at  least  justify  me 
in  countenancing  the  measure  ;  especially  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  result  of  an  arrangement  made  by 
Captain  Geddes    liimself,  and  founded  in  a  settled 
animosity  between  tiie    officers  of  the  brig,  and  the 
Doctor.     I  have  continued  his  pay  agreeably  to  his 
appointment  up  to  the  21st  of  August  last ;  and  liave 
given  him  reason  to  expect  it  to  be  continued  until 
he  shall  have  arrived  at  the  seat  of  government,  and 
shall  have  delivered  these  dispatches  with  which  he 
is  charged.     My  inducements  for  sending  him   at 
this  moment,  and  in  this  manner,  to  America,  are  to 
communicate  to  government  certain  and  correct  in- 
formation of  the  existing  state  of  aifairs  here,  and  to 
use  the  measure  as  an  arsrument  for  further  forbear- 
ance,  if  necessary.     I  ])elieve  the   step   dictated  by 
the  best  policy,  under  existing  circumstances  ;  hope 
it  may  receive  the  approbation  of  government,   and 
produce  the  intended   effects.     It  has  the   concur- 
rence of  the   Consul    at  Algiers  in  the  following 
words.     ^^  I  much  approve  of  all  you  have  done  rel- 
ative to  forwarding  Doctor  Siiaw  :  I  hope  it  will  fa- 
cilitate the   stipulations.''     Mr.    Sbaw  lias   talents 
and  integrity  which  may  be  rendered  very  useful  to 
the  public  and  the  world,  if  suitably  patronized. 

6th  Dec.  1791). 
With  infinite  satisfaction  I  have  the  honor  to  in 
form  you  that  within  a  few  days  our  affairs  have  as- 
sumed  a  new  and  promising  aspect.     Since  the  de^ 
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parture  of  Doctor  Shaw  for  America  on  the  17th  Oc- 
tober^  I  have  paid  court  to  the  vanity  and  avarice, 
(predominant  passions)  of  the  Sapitapa  ;  and  have 
at  length  persuaded  him^  what  is  undoubtedly  true, 
that  he  would  find  his  real  interest  more  secure  in  a 
commercial  intercourse  than  in  a  war  with  the  Unit- 
ed States  ;  and  that  Americans  would  be  his  safest 
carriers  to  Spain,  where  he  has  opened  an  extensive 
commerce,  the  ships  of  all  other  nations  being  inter- 
rupted either  by  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe  or 
by  the  corsaires  of  Algiers.  I  observed  to  him  that 
the  conditions  of  these  advantages  were  known  to 
him  ;  that  I  had,  dwring  the  short  time  of  my  resi- 
dence here,  received  propositions  from  the  American 
consul  at  Leghorn  and  Barcelona,  to  introduce  a  trade 
here ;  and  also  applications  from  two  American  mas- 
ters of  vessels,  to  get  them  freight  here  :  in  reply  to 
whicJi  I  had  stated  to  them  the  articles  of  our  trea- 
ty :  since  which  I  had  heard  no  more  on  the  subject. 
It  was  only  necessary  to  inform  my  countrymen  that 
they  were  not  equally  respected  here  with  other  na- 
tions, to  determine  them  against  coming  here,  let  the 
considerations  of  individual  profit  be  what  they 
would.  He  now  experienced  the  truth  of  what  I 
eigiit  months  ago  declared  to  him  :  that  no  Ameri- 
can mercliiintman  would  ever  enter  a  port  of  Tunis, 
unless  compelled,  until  they  sliould  be  informed  that 
the  terms  of  our  treaty  were  more  favorable. 

The  Sapitapa  acknowledged  a  propriety  in  my 
observations  ;  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  employ 
Americans  as  carriers  to  Spain ;  and  intimated  his 
opinion,  that  if  tlie  regalia  arrived  in  season,  there 
would  then  be  no  impediment  to  an  arrangement  of 
cur  afiairs  more  satisfactorily.  He  promised  to  open 
the  subject  to  the  Bey,  and  to  give  it  his  support. — 
He  entered  very  candidly  into  a  detail  of  the  causes 
wliich  liad  embarrassed  our  negociations  l^ere,  wliich 
.shall  appear  at  large  on  my  journal,  but  which  may 
be  reduced  here  to  two  words,  French  intrigue  ami 
JeivishinjidcUty. 
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1  saw  the  Bey  this  morning,  and  have  his  promise 
for  forbearance  sixty  days.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is 
hoped,  we  may  have  arrivals  from  America.  Famin 
has  tried  to  insinuate  that  the  government  of  the  U- 
nitcd  States  have  no  serious  intentions  of  fulfilling 
their  engagements  with  Tunis.  He  has  not  succeed- 
ed.— That  slave  has  been  a  thorn  in  my  side.  But 
he  has  now  no  influence  at  court.  The  Bey's  family 
physician  informed  me,  a  few  days  since  at  dinner 
with  me,  that  the  extraordinary  demand  for  jewels 
was  actually  projected  by  him,  (Famin)  and  stipu- 
lated after  my  arrival  at  Tunis.  That  the  Sapita- 
pa  hesitated  to  introduce  it,  as  it  had  not  been  stated 
in  any  of  his  former  communications  :  and  that 
Famin  told  him  not  to  hesitate,  he  (Famin)  could 
find  document  to  support  the  demand.  I  have  uni- 
formly treated  this  French  pirate  with  polite  atten- 
tion, taking  care  to  keep  the  commanding  grounds, 
till  I  have  finally  defeated  all  his  projects  of  mis- 
chief :  and  if  nothing  interfere  with  my  present 
arrangements,  have  now  a  flattering  prospect  af  ulti- 
mately terminating  our  affairs  with  this  Regency^ 
more  favorably  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  more  conformably  to  the  instructions  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Three  things  have  operated  to  produce  this  change 
of  projects  at  court,  1.  Doct.  Shaw's  departure  to 
America  ;  2.  the  Bey's  pursuasion  that  the  United 
States  after  obtaining  a  peace  witii  France,  will 
send  a  fleet  into  this  sea  ;  3.  The  Sapitapa's  desire 
to  employ  American  carriers. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Eatox^s  Journal. 

May  'Uh.  The  Sophia,  Captain  Henry  Geddes, 
sailed  for  America. 

C>  Mustapha  Coggea,  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
the  Sapitapa,  keeper  of  the  great  Seal,  are  both 
slaves  to  the  regency  of  Tunis,  were  brought  from 
Georgia  in  Asia,  and  sold  for  money.     The  latter 
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was  purchased  by  the  Governor  of  If  ax,  and  remain- 
ed in  his  house  till  the  Bey  was  smitten  with  his 
charms,  and  demanded  him  of  his  master.  They 
became  renegados  at  an  early  period.  The  former 
is  a  brave,  discerning,  humane  old  man,  of  course 
generous  of  heart  and  liberal  of  sentiment :  the  lat- 
ter a  sly,  designing,  avaricious  beast,  and  of  course 
bigoted. 

On  their  decease  the  property  of  both  escheats  to 
the  Bey. 

i'hth.  Feast  of  Biram.  All  the  consuls  visited  the 
Bey  except  the  American,  who  excused  himself, 
having  three  days  before  fallen  from  a  horse  and 
lamed  himself  in  the — will  ! 

Last  evening  the  governor  of  Porto  Farina  renew- 
ed his  application  for  a  present,  through  a  friend  ; 
intimated  that  all  nations  paid  him  this  compliment 
on  sending  out  a  new  consul.  Delicacy  hindered 
his  personal  application.  He  is  a  man  of  the  ilrst 
influence  among  Tunissian  governors.      *     *     ^ 

%^th.  Walked  to  Carthage  :  sat  off  at  6,  A.  M. 
and  arrived  lialf  past  eight.  Rambled  among  the 
ruins  till  half  past  twelve,  and  arrived  in  Tunis  at 
4,  P.  M.  Mercury  stood  at  96.  Tlie  Moors  were 
reaping  their  corn.         *         ^         ^-         ^         * 

June  2ist.  The  old  Count  Porcela,  Sardinian  Am- 
bassador,  concluded  a  stipulation  for  the  payment  of 
a  redemption  of  the  captives  of  St.  Piere,  and  all  the 
Christian  Consuls  v,  ere  desired  to  be  present  to  wit- 
ness the  contract.  I  had  for  a  number  of  days  been 
afflicted  with  an  affection  in  my  head  which  had  in- 
duced me  to  wear,  under  my  hat,  a  Turkish  cap 
made  of  fine  wool  died  red.  On  entering  the  porch 
of  the  palace,  I  was  informed  that  I  could  not  be 
admitted  to  the  presence  of  the  Bey  with  this  cover. 
I  stated  mv  reasons  for  wearinir  it.  He  returned  for 
answer  that  no  ambassador  ever  came  before  him  cov- 
ered ;  and  as  it  was  the  usance  of  the  palace,  if  I  could 
dispense  with  it  till  I  had  passed  the  usual  ceremoni- 
al salute,  I  might  immediately  put  -t  on  again.     I  a- 
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greed.  But  the  Sapitapa,  availing  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  give  himself  consecjuence,  sent  me  word  that 
it  was  not  customary  for  Consuls  to  appear  before 
him  neither  covered.  I  replied,  that  as  usual  I 
should  take  off  my  hat  ;  but  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
take  off  my  cap,  as  it  was  inconvenient.  Some  in- 
termediate imparlance  took  place.  We  both  main- 
tained our  positions  ;  till  he  sent  me  word  that  if  I 
would  not  concede  the  point  I  could  not  see  him. 
By  G^^,  I  will  not  see  him  !  I  am  not  come  hither  to 
be  insulted  by  the  Sapitapa.  When  he  wishes  to  see 
me  he  will  send  for  me,  said  I,  and  bowing  apology 
to  the  consuls,  turned  on  my  heels,  walked  to  my 
ca^rriage,  mounted  and  ordered  the  Moor  to  drive  off. 

This,  however  trifling,  was  a  subject  of  much  f^ 
speculation  to  the  Consuls.  Those  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  born  in  the  country,  gazed  with  as- 
tonishment. The  others  stifled  a  laugh.  '^  Who  is 
this  American  ?"  said  tlie  Sapitapa.  "  You  must 
know,"  said  the  British  Consul,  ''  that  he'is  a  repre- 
sentative of  an  independent  and  a  brave  nation,  icho 
descended  from  the  English,  and  you  will  do  well 
to  be  reconciled  to  him." 

27th.  On  the  27th,  I  received  a  polite  invitation 
to  dine  with  the  Sapitapa  at  his  garden,  in  company 
M^ith  the  English  and  Dutch  Consuls,  the  Portu- 
guese and  Sicilian  ambassadors,  the  Bey's  principal 
pliysician,  and  a  number  of  principal  Turks.  A 
thing  which  very  seldom  happens. 

29th.  Heceived  a  letter  from  the  palace  express- 
ing the  Bey's  wish  to  see  me  there  tomorrow  morn- 
ing early. 

SOth,  Five  in  the  morning,  at  the  palace.  The 
Bey  demanded  that  I  should  immediately  charter  a 
vessel  to  the  United  States,  to  expedite  out  the 
stores  ;  said  he  had  not  a  spar  nor  a  plank  in  his 
magazines  ;  recapitulated  the  old  song  of  grievance 
and  delay  ;  and  insisted  on  this  measure  with  a  tone 
nf  impericusness. 
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In  a  very  few  words  I  convinced  him  that  the 
measure  was  impracticable.  He  shewed  much  agi- 
tation ;  doul)ted  the  sincerity  of  our  government.,  and 
suspected  in  them  an  intention  of  evasion ;  said  three 
months  of  the  time  of  forbearance  had  already  elaps- 
ed ;  and^  counting  with  his  fingers,  said,  "  Novem- 
ber !  If  you  will  not  comply  with  my  demand,  and 
the  regalia  do  not  appear  by  the  first  of  November, 
*I  shall  take  steps  to  recover  for  myself  suitable^ 
damages  for  the  disappointment.''  I  addressed  his 
reason,  for  he  is  really  a  very  reasonable  man,  stated 
the  date  of  the  Sophia's  departure  from  Algiers,  the 
rout  she  took,  and  the  probable  time  of  the  voyage ; 
and  pledged  myself  that  the  regalia  would  be  for- 
warded without  delay.  He  seemed  dissatisfied.  A 
project  presented.  I  proposed  taking  a  passage  my- 
self to  America  to  hurry  on  the  stores  ;  imagining 
that  if  once  off,  he  could  not  honorably  use  violence 
against  us  till  he  should  at  least  hear  from  me.  The 
stratagem  succeeded.  He  saw  not  the  object ;  clos- 
ed with  the  plan  ;  and  I  engaged  to  embark  in  five 
dayso 

July  Zist.  At  tire  palace.  Made  arrangements  for 
the  management  of  our  affairs,  and  announced  Dr. 
Shaw  as  cliarged. — Took  leave. 

August  1st  Five,  A.  M.  at  the  palace.  After 
much  interlocutory  conversation,  the  Bey  intimated 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  proceeding  on  the  voyage  ; 
and  with,  much  fairness,  stated  the  objections  which 
suggested  themselves  :  thought,  on  the  whole,  it 
would  be  better  to  suspend  the  enterprize  till  I  should 
hear  from  America  :  and  agieed  to  wait  patiently  till 
the  first  of  January.         *         ^         ^ic-         *        * 

If  tlie  United  Slates  persist  in  resignation  and 
jpassive  obedience^  they  will  fi?id  that  ^^  Qui  se  fait 
brebis  le  loup  le  mange.*'  He  who  makes  himself  a 
sheep  must  expect  to  be  devoured  by  the  wolf. 

•August  5th.  The  Tuiiissians  have  little  or  no  liti- 
gation, because  they  liavc  no  attorn les  amoiig  them- 
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They  have  no  domestic  scandal  and  neighbor- 
hood bickering,  because  they  shut  up  their  women. 

Their  young  men  are  muscular,  athletic,  hale  and 
enterprizing,  because  they  have  no  access  to  inebria- 
tion  and  venery. 

Their  married  men  are  inert  and  domestic,  being 
permitted  a  plurality  of  wives  they  are  always  re- 
laxed and  forever  jealous  :  and,  being  in  the  perpet- 
ual habit  of  smoking  tobacco,  they  have  an  eternal 
propensity  to  sleep. 

Considered  as  a  nation,  they  are  deplorably 
wretched,  because  they  have  no  property  in  the  soil 
to  inspire  an  ambition  to  cultivate  it.  They  are  ab- 
ject slaves  to  the  despotism  of  their  government  :  and 
they  are  humiliated  by  tyranny  the  worst  of  all  ty- 
rannies, the  despotism  of  priestcraft.  Tliey  live  in 
more  solemn  fear  of  the  frowns  of  a  bigot  who  has 
been  dead  and  rotten  above  a  thousand  years,  than 
of  the  living  despot  whose  frown  wouhl  cost  them 
their  lives. 

Theu'  manners  are  simple,  their  living  temperate^ 
and  their  conversation  generally  without  dissimula- 
tion. They  have  no  midnight  revels  ;  no  assaults 
and  batteries,  and  verv  seldom  assassinations.  The 
deplorable  wretchedness  which  ahvays  attaches  it- 
self to  seduction,  and  which  so  frequently  wounds 
the  eye  of  sensibility  in  every  village  in  the  Chris- 
tian world,  is  unknown  here  :  because  they  impris- 
on their  girls. 

Maxims  of  Hamuda  Bashaw^  Bey  of  Tunis, 
f  worthy  a  Christian  Prince,  J 

Never  judge  the  cause  of  a,  friend  :  for,  however 
Just,  suspicion  Avill  pronounce  it  partiality  ! 

Have  no  intimacy  with  the  great  men  of  the  king- 
dom, lest  they  gain  an  ascendency  over  the  mind, 
and  divert  the  attention  from  the  duties  of  kindness 
and  equity  towards  the  common  subject. 

Suffer  no  fees  to  be  received  for  administration  of 
Justice  ;  lest  avaricious  men  should  devise  means  tt 
aciake  a  commerce  of  it. 
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Admit  no  advocates,  because  simple  statements 
generally  lead  to  the  clearest  truths.     ^     *     *     ^ 

nth.  Some  good  friend  had  informed  the  Bey 
that  I  had  an  elegant  Grecian  mirror  in  my  house. 
To  day  he  sent  a  request  for  it,  pretending  that  he 
wanted  it  for  the  cabin  of  his  pleasure  boat,  now  a- 
bout  to  be  launched.  So  it  is.  If  the  Consuls  have 
a  good  piece  of  furniture,  or  any  other  good  thing 
which  strikes  with  the  Bey's  fancy,  he  never  hesi- 
tates to  ask  for  it  :  and  they  have  no  alternative  but 
to  give   it.     They  have  suffered  this  to  become  us- 
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i2th.  Sent  the  Bey  the  mirror. 

The  following  copy  of  a  Letter  froni  Admiral  'Sel- 
so:s:^ procured  by  Mr.  C  athc  art  and  sent  to  Eaton, 
though  not  connected  tiith  the  present  subject^  is  a 
curiosity  well  worth  presei^mtion  and  perusal. 

Vanguard^  Palermo^  April  2Sthy  1799. 
Sir, 

WHEN  I  received  your  Highne^s's 
letter  by  Capt.  Hard;^',  of  the  Vanguarel,  I  was  re- 
joiced to  find  that  you  liad  renounced  the  treaty  you 
had  imprudently  entered  into  with  some  of  the  emis- 
saries of  General  Buonaparte,  that  man  of  blood, 
that  dcspoiler  of  the  weak,  that  enemy  of  all  good 
Mussulmen  ;  for  like  S'atan  he  only  Halters  that  he 
may  the  more  easily  destroy.  And  it  is  true  that 
since  the  year  1789,  all  Frenchmen  are  exactly  of 
the  same  disposition.  I  had  sent  your  letter  to  the 
great  King  my  master  ;  I  had  done  the  same  to  the 
grand  Signior  ;  for  I  never  believed  that  your  higli- 
ness  would  say  a  word  that  v,  as  not  most  strictly 
true  ;  a  lie  is  impossible  for  a  true  Mussulman  to 
tell  ;  at  least,  I  had  always  ])elievcd  so.  What 
then  must  have  been  my  astonishment,  to  have  heard 
from  his  Britanic  Majesty's  Consul  General,  Mr. 
Lucas,  that,  the  moment  the  Vanguard  sailed,  the 
French  Consul  and  all  the  French  were  liberated  ; 
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and  also  the  French  vessels  in  port  allowed  to  fit 
for  sea  ;  and  one,  to  my  knowledge,  had  sailed  for 
Malta.  Why  will  your  highness  be  thus  led  astray 
by  evil  counsellors,  who  can  have  no  other  object  in 
view,  but  your  ruin. 

Your   highness   knows  that  although  a  powerful 
squadron  of  Portuguese  ships  has  been  since  last  Au- 
gust under  my  command ;  that  by  every  means  in      ^ 
my  power,  they  have  been  prevented   from  cruising      \^ 
against  the  ships  of  your  highness,  or  from  approach- 
ing your  coast. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  speak  out,  and  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. That  Nelson,  who  has  hitherto  kept 
your  powerful  enemy  from  destroying  you,  can  and 
icill  let  them  loose  upon  you,  unless  the  following 
terms  are,  in  two  hours,  complied  with  :  viz.  that 
the  French  Consul  and  Vice  Consul,  and  every 
Frenchman,  are  delivered  on>board  her  most  faithful 
Majesty's  ship  Alphonso,  to  Commodore  Campbell, 
in  two  hours  from  Mr.  Lucas  setting  his  foot  on 
shore. 

That  Iiostages  are  also  sent  on  board  to  remain 
till  every  F'renchman  in  the  state  of  Tripoli  shall  be 
sent  oil*,  which  shall  not  exceed  four  days.  IS .  B. 
There  shall  be  no  reservation  or  trick  about  the 
French  Consul  at  Tripoli  :  he  shall  be  on  board  in 
two  hours  from  the  demand  being  made. 

All  French  vessels,  or  vessels  pretended  to  be 
taken  from  the  French,  shall  be  destroved  in  two 
hours.  These  terms  complied  with,  Commodore 
Campbell  will,  as  he  has  done  upon  the  passage,  re- 
frain from  taking  your  vessels,  until  his  arrival  at 
Palermo.  If  these  proper  terms  are  not  complied 
with,  I  can  no  longer  prevent  the  ships  of  her  most 
faithful  Majesty  from  acting  with  vigor  against  your 
highness. 

Your  highness  will,  without  difficulty,  write  me  a 
letter,  the  substance  of  which  will  be  dictated  by 
Mr.  Lucas  :  you  will  also,  as  a  convincing  proof  of 
your  detestation  of  the  evil  councils  which  have  been 
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given  you  by  Hamet  Rais,  your  Capt.  of  the  Port, 
either  cause  him  to  be  delivered  to  Commodore 
Campbell;,  that  I  may  send  him  to  Constantinople, 
or  dispose  of  him  in  such  a  manner  that  he  may  for- 
ever be  incapable  of  giving  your  highness  any  ad- 
vice ;  for  his  heart  is  so  black  that  I  am  informed 
he  can  give  you  no  good. 

Your  highness  will,  1  am  confident,  approve  of 
the  open  and  unreserved  manner  of  this  letter,  and 
consider  it  as  a  proof  of  the  honest,  upright^ intentions 
of  the  great  MONARCH  whom  I  have  the  honor  of 
serving  ;  and  that  it  comes  fro^n  your  highness's 

Most  attached 
and  faithful  Servants 
CSignedJ    NELSON. 
Mis  Highness  the 
Bashaw  of  TrijpolL 

Bee,  idthf  1799. 
To  Mr.  Pickering. 

On  the  6th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you 
of  the  more  favorable  prospect  of  our  affairs.  I  now 
confirm  that  information.  The  principal  cause  of 
which  is  the  interest  which  the  Sapitapa  views  in  his 
future  employment  of  American  bottoms  to  carry  for 
him  to  Spain,  all  others  of  neutral  powers  being  in 
danger  from  the  Algerines.  This  circumstance 
promises  an  issue  of  our  negociations  corresponding 
with  the  wishes  of  our  government,  provided  the  re- 
galia arrive  before  a  negociation  for  a  peace  be  set 
on  foot  in  Europe  ;  in  which  case  we  shall  have  to 
combat  the  whole  commercial  influence  of  France. 

The  Bey's  Chamberlain  dined  with  me.  After 
plying  him  plentifully  with  wine  he  ran  over  the  com- 
mencement and  progress  of  the  American  affairs. 
Said,  after  my  arrival  at  Bisertc,  Famin  was  con- 
stantly at  Bardo,  importuning  the  Bey  to  refuse  mc 
an  audience,  stating  the  infidelity  and  ingratitude  of 
i^he  United  States  in  general,  and  particularly  as  it 
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respected  his  nation  and  himself  personally  ;  insinu- 
ating that  this  innovation  upon  their  establishment 
made  here^,  of  a  Consul,  was  undoubtedly  aiming  at 
some  evasion  of  fulfilling  the  engagements  stipulated 
by  treaty  ;  and  urging  the  services  he  had  rendered 
and  was  always  ready  to  render  his  Excellency. 
The  Sapitapa  was  in  favor  of  Famin.  The  old  Min- 
ister Mustapha  Coggea,  was  against  the  measure. 
The  Bey  balanced  two  or  three  days  ;  and  then  an- 
swered Famin  :  "  You  have  told  me  repeatedly  that 
you  were  appointed  by  the  Prince  of  America  his 
Consul  General  near  me,  and  that  by  the  first  arrivals 
you  should  receive  your  credentials  :  Instead  of  this 
you  now  inform  me  that  America  has  deceitfully  sup- 
planted you,  and  their  proper  Consul  is  now  in  one 
of  my  ports  ;  and  you  demand  of  me  to  avenge  your 
wrong  by  refusing  this  agent  a  hearing.  I  do  not 
know  but  all  you  have  told  me  is  true  ;  but  I  am  ap- 
prehensive you  have  not  told  me  all  that  is  true  :  this 
Consul  at  least  may  throw  light  in  my  path  ;  and  it 
will  be  early  enough  to  send  him  back  when  I  shall 
have  examined  whether  he  be  the  messenger  of  good 
or  of  evil.  At  any  rate  you  connot  be  accredited 
any  longer  as  the  representative  of  that  nation,  unless 
you  produce  the  credentials  which  you  have  so  often 
assured  me  were  made  out  for  you.'^ 

Famin  then  offered  the  Sapitapa  to  double  the  rent 
of  his  house,  if  he  would  consent  to  let  him  cut  down 
the  American  flag  and  remain  in  it.  The  Sapitapa 
inclined  both  towards  Famin  and  the  rent  :  but  his 
ambition  of  having  the  American  flag  flying  upon  his 
house,  overcame  his  avarice  and  his  friendship. 

After  my  arrival,  Famin  took  every  occasion  of 
my  absence  from  Bardo,  to  be  there  ;  and  to  inforce 
the  idea  of  the  infidelity  of  the  United  States.  Said  c 
they  were  the  dupes  of  Algiers  ;  that  their  Consul 
was  nothing  but  a  vice  Consul,  subject  to  the  Consul 
general  at  Algiers,  and  only  placed  here  as  a  spy  : 
that  the  Consul  general  was  no  other  than  a  slave  to 
the  Dey  of  Algiers,  who  merited  rather  to  be  coiisid- 
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ered  an  instrument  of  the  Dey  than  a  foreign  minig- 
ter :  and  that  he  had  actually  consigned  the  vice  Con- 
sul here  to  Bradi^  the  Algerine  Viekil. 

To  which  the  Bey  answered,  "  Patience  !  time 
proves  all  things.  I  must  receive  the  proper  minis- 
ter of  the  American  Prince/^ 

This  chamberlain  is  the  humble  friend  of  the  Bey, 
who  has  been  twenty  two  years  in  this  service ;  and, 
though  his  freedom  has  been  given  him,  he  prefers 
his  place  to  returning  to  Europe.  He  is  harmless, 
friendly,  and  generally  silent  :  but  is  vulnerable  in 
his  head  ! 

Jan,  ist^  1800. 
On  the  S7th  December,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  O'Brien,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Smith,  at  Lisbon,  which  stated  that  the  frigates,  U- 
nited  States  and  Constitution,  were  about  to  sail  for 
the  Mediterranean  in  August  last  ;  and  that  they 
were  probably  to  have  in  charge  the  articles  intended 
for  the  Regencies.  This  information  I  immediately 
communicated  to  the  Bey  ;  adding,  that  he  should 
be  satisfied  that  the  regalia  were  under  way  :  hoped 
it  would  arrive  in  January. 

Feb.  ist,  1800. 
Sir, 
Since  informing  the  Bey,  by  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Smith's  letter  to  Capt.  O'Brien,  that  iYio,  articles  in- 
tended  fur  the  regency  of  Tunis  were  under  way,  I 
have  been  only  once  at  the  palace.  This  audience 
was  consumed  in  talking  of  the  length  of  the  voyage, 
inclemency  of  the  season,  and  inconstancy  of  the 
winds. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  amusing  tlie  Bey  until  certain 
intelligence  arrive  concerning  the  expected  regalia  ; 
provided  this  information  arrive  before  the  spring 
season  invite  tlie  corsairs  to  sea. 

March  ist,  1800. 
My  last  audience  with  the  Sapitapa  assured  hiiu 
tliat  our  vessels,  destined  fw  the  regencies,  were  put 
in  quarantine  at  Lisbon,     i  know  not  what  <o  make 
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my  dernier  resort.  This  is  an  anxious  moment.  A 
storm  i«  gathering.  Nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
voluminous  reports  already  made  on  this  subject. 
Unless  something  appear  for  us,  a  short  time  will 
prove  that  my  conjectures  have  been  but  too  accurate 
and  my  alarms  but  too  well  grounded.  It  is  known 
at  the  palace  tliat  there  are  forty  American  merchant- 
men at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Leghorn  :  and  seventy- 
four  days  have  brought  information  from  America  of 
the  death  of  the  illustrious  General  Washington,  via. 
Leghorn.  These  communications,  and  every  other 
concerning  us,  are  made  by  Famin  to  the  Sapitapa. 
The  conclusion  is  natural ;  "  the  United  States  can 
as  safely  and  as  expeditiously  send  ships  to  Tunis  as 
to  Leghorn. 

March  8th f  1800. 

The  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Appleton,  herewith 
inclosed,  requires  no  explanation.  It  may  suggest 
io  the  department  of  State  whetlier  there  would  not 
be  a  propriety  in  cautioning  the  Consuls  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  against  too  liberal  a  diflusion  of  the  privi-^ 
leges  o^  American  citizenship.  It  is  not  impossible,' 
however,  that  Alberganty,  a  native  Italian,  may  be 
among  Judge  M'K--n's  American  citizens,  as  he  was 
certainly  in  America,  Pliiladelphia,  in  I796,  and  is  a 
blustering  Jacobin. 

Policy  has  induced  me  to  grant  Famin  a  letter  of 
protection  ;  but  I  have  since  obtained  proofs  so  in- 
controvertible of  his  fraudulent  negociation  ;  and 
liasve  such  evidence  of  his  persevering  intrigues  to 
defeat  the  success  of  our  measures  with  tliis  regency ; 
that,  the  moment  our  aifairs  will  admit  of  the  step,  I 
will  withdraw  that  protection,  denounce  him  at  the 
palace,  and  to  the  world.  This  will  arrest  the  prog- 
ress of  his  mischief  as  an  American  citizen,  and  will 
prevent  his  doing  further  injuries  to  us  in  a  character 
which  has  attached  to  him  more  credit  than  his  per- 
sonal merit.  Eut  \t  will  draw  upon  me  the  full  ex- 
ercise of  his  malignity.  The  most  which  can  result 
from  it  is  assassination  ;  to  execute  which;  I  do  not 
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doubt  his  dispositiouj  if  he  had  courage  to  attempt  it^ 
A  man^  who  could  dance  in  the  ruins^  on  hearing  of 
t  he  assassination  of  his  principal,  Robespiere,  may 
be  suspected  of  any  thing,  I  am,  however,  at  all 
times  prepared  against  a  ruffian.  Herculais'  com- 
mission was  signed  by  Hobespiere  ;  his  measures 
here,  were  dictated  by  the  French  policy  of  that  ty- 
rant's day  :  and  Famin  was  selected,  by  Herculais, 
from  among  a  hundred  other  Frenchmen,  as  the  most 
suitable  character  to  push  those  measures^  and  em- 
barrass the  United  States.  There  lives  not  unhung 
a  character  more  false,  a  knaVe  more  abandoned, 
nor  a  villain  more  abject,  than  our  cidevant  agent, 
here.  Mr.  Barlow's  faith  in  Herculais,  and  conse- 
quent confidence  in  his  agent  here,  is,  perhaps,  a- 
mong  the  inexplicable  errors  to  which  good  men  are 
sometimes  incident. 

I  waited  on  the  Bey  yesterday.  He  permitted  me 
to  Jciss  his  hand  :  frowned  a  menace,  and  said  not  a. 
single  word  to  me. 

Mr.  Pickering  toEAxox. 

Department  of  State^ 
Philadelphia^  Jan,  i^tlij  ISOO. 
Sir, 
I  have  reserved  for  a  separate  letter  the  Presi- 
dent's determination  on  the  subject  of  the  Jewels 
demanded  by  the  Bey  of  Tunis.  In  his  letter  to  the 
President,  of  v,  hich  I  inclose  you  a  copy,  you  will 
see  that  he  persists  in  his  claims  :  but  not  in  terms^o 
decided  as  in  bis  conversations  with  you.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  parried,  or  at  least  reduced  to  one  half  the 
amount.  Since  you  wrote,  you  may  have  ascertain- 
ed what  other  powers,  as  well  as  Spain,  liave  given 
on  similav  occasions.  I  am  aware  tliat  the  delay  is 
unfavorable  ;  but  if  he  waits  the  arrival  of  tlie  Hero, 
with  her  valuable  cargo  of  naval  and  military  stores, 
an  earnest,  besides,  that  the  residue  will  come,  I  hope 
he  will  be  softened  :  and  that  vou  will  either  do  a- 
way  his  claim  or  reduce  it  to  a  small  value  in  somn 
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Jdf  the  most  conspicuous  articles  in  his  list.  You 
will  well  consider  how  this  affair  may  be  best  cou- 
■ducted  ;  and  act  as  you  shall  think  moet  advanta- 
geous for  the  interest  of  the  United  States.  It  will 
not  do  to  lose  our  peace  with  Tunis  for  the  value  of 
these  presents.  You  suppose  the  estimate  to  be  ex- 
travagant :  doubtless  the  articles  are  set  at  tlie  Jew 
prices,  and  that  for  a  much  less  sum,  they  may  be 
procured  from  England.  If  therefore,  you  are  com- 
pelled to  give  the  presents,  secure  time  enough  to 
get  them  in  England.  Some  must  probably  be  man- 
ufactured for  the  purpose  :  and  the  whole  may  re- 
quire  a  year  to  be  procured.  In  tlie  mean  time,  as 
he  want^  something  to  be  seen,  a  few  articles,  most 
showy,  may  be  procured  at  Tunis.  If  he  objects  to 
the  proposed  delay,  you  can  answer  that  the  Presi- 
dent felt  a  coniidence,  that  on  further  reflection  upon 
all  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  he 
would  relinquish  the  claim,  and  therefore  did  no.* 
give  orders  to  provide  the  present,  &c. 

Y  Signed  J 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

To  William  Eaton,  Esq. 

The  president  of  the  UNITED  STATES 

OF  AMERICA, 
To     HAMOUDA  PACHA,   BEY    of   TUNIS, 

THE     WELL    GUARDED  CITY  AND  ABODE    OF 

FELICITY. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  30<  h  of  A- 
pril  1799,  answering  to  the  25th  of  the  Moon  Kaada, 
of  the  year  of  the  Hegira  1^13  ;  and  take  this  occa- 
sion to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  the  attention 
shown  to  my  Deputies,  William  Eaton  and  James 
Leander  Cathcart,  who  were  charged  to  arrange 
anew  with  you  some  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  between  us.  It  gives  me  pleasure  also  that 
j-ou  have  received  Mr.  Eatox  for  the  Consul  of  the 
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United  States^  and  assured  to  him  all  tlie  honors,  dis- 
1^  tinctions  and  prerogatives,  which  the  Consuls  of  oth- 
er  nations  enjoy.  I  persuade  myself  that  by  his 
wise  and  discreet  deportment  he  will  shew  himself 
alike  worthy  of  your  regards  attd  of  my  confidence. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grateful  to  me  than  the 
expression  of  your  desire,  that  in  consequence  of 
these  final  arrangements,  a  commerce  solid  and  lucra- 
tive, might  be  established  ;  and  that  Almighty  God 
would  cause  to  reign,  between  our  respective  nations, 
a  firm  and  durable  peace. 

With  respect  to  the  time  within  which  you  re- 
quired that  the  stipulated  stores  should  be  delivered, 
I  have  charged  Mr.  Eaton  to  explain  to  you  the  im- 
possibility of  a  compliance  :  and  will  now  only  ob- 
serve, that  of  the  six  months  proposed  for  that  pur- 
pose, four  had  elapsed  when  your  letter  and  tlie 
ConsuFs  dispatches  arrived  :  and  then  a  pestilence, 
raging  in  some  of  our  principal  cities,  by  causing  the 
inhabitants  to  flee  to  the  country,  and  suspending 
business,  rendered  delays  unavoidable.  But  you 
may  rest  assured,  that  the  engagements  I  have  made 
with  you,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  will  be  per- 
formed with  perfect  good  faith  ;  and  all  the  stipulat- 
ed naval  and  military  stores  be  delivered,  with  as 
much  dispatch  as  the  great  distance  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  time  necessary  to  procure  the  stores, 
render  practicable.  Your  clear  and  eminent  discern- 
ment will  see  the  reasonableness  of  these  observa- 
tions ;  and  your  regard  to  justice  will  give  them 
their  due  weight. 

With  sentiments  of  high  consideration^ 
I  remain  your  good  friend. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  i5th  day  of  January 
1800,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  twenty  fourth  year. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  President, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State. 
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March  Sist,  1800. 
To  Mr.  Pickering, 
Sir, 

ON  the  34th  instant  I  received  your  communica- 
tions by  the  Sophia/  and  early  the  next  morning 
went  to  the  palace.  After  waiting  some  time  in  the 
antichamber,  on  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the 
Bey,  who  had  been  nine  days  dangerously  ill  of  a 
billious  putrid  fever,  I  was  admitted  to  an  audience  ; 
passed  the  usual  formalities  and  retired  into  the  cham- 
l3er  of  the  Minister,  (Sapitapa.)  I  stated  to  him  that 
1  had  yesterday  received  interesting  intelligence 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  among 
which  was  a  letter  from  the  President  to  the  Bey  ; 
and  desired  to  be  informed  when,  if  the  Bey^s  health 
would  admit,  I  might  make  a  formal  communica- 
tion ?  9 

"  Do  you  take  us  to  be  dupes  ?''  said  he.  ^'  You 
have  at  one  time  shewed  us  letters  from  your  minister 
at  Portugal,  at  another  from  your  Consul  general  at 
Algiers  ;  at  another  from  your  Consul  at  Leghorn  : 
at  one  period  your  regalia  were  under  convoy  of  two 
frigates  ;  at  another  in  quarantine  at  Lisbon  ;  and 
then  we  are  placed  at  our  windows  with  our  spy- 
glasses lookiug  for  the  arrival  of  vessels  which  sail 
in  air.  We  are  no  longer  to  be  amused.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  you  take  the  trouble  of  q  formal  com- 
munication. I  now  candidlv  advise  vou,  fa  measure 
which  has  long  since  been  resolved  upon,)  tliat  the 
Corsaires*  now  bound  on  a  cruise  have  orders  to 
bring  in  Americans  :  and  for  this  purpose,  they  are 
ordered  to  cruise  off  the  coast  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal." 

I  began  an  explanation  on  the  inaccuracy  of  my 
former  communications.  He  interrupted  me,  and  re- 
peated, that  the  measure  was  resolved,  and  that  ex~ 
planations  were  needless. 

*  Three  in  number:  two,  the  property  of  ihc  Bey,  of  26  guns 
each  ;  one  of  tho  Sapitapa,  ot'20  guns. 
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I  regretted  that  our  countrymen  should  be  set  up- 
on each  other  to  shed  blood.     But,  if  tliere  were  no 
alternative  ;  no  explanation  to  be  had  :  I  could  only 
lament  the  calamity  with  the  sad  consolation  of  hav- 
ing used  my  best  efforts  to  af  ert  it.     I  would  how- 
ever inform  him^  with  as  much  candor  as  he  appriz- 
ed me  of  the  resolution,  that  I  had^  long  since,  plac- 
ed my  countrymen  on  their  guard  against  this  event : 
that  our  merchantmen  were  well  armed  and  manned : 
that  I  would  vouch  for  tlieir  defending  themselves, 
for  that  they  were  not  novices  in  war,  and  despised 
slavery.     His    attention  was    arrested.     I  changed 
jny  position,  and  took  up  the  explanation.     That  the 
communications  I  had  before  made,  w^re  unofficial, 
predicated  upon  letters  from  our  ministers   and  con- 
suls, whose  concern  for  the  peace  of  their  country  in- 
duced them,  perhaps,  to  place  to<^  implicit  reliance 
npon    incorrect   information.     This  I  now    offered 
was  direct  from  our  government,   including  a  letter 
from  our  President,  addressed  by  his  own  hand  to 
ihe  prince  of  tiiis  Kegency,  accompanied  by  the  trea- 
tv  formallv  ratified,  and  assurances   from  the  Prime 
Minister,   that  a  large  ship  was  now  under  way  for 
Tunis,  laden  with   naval   and  military   stores ;  that 
chesc  dispatches  also  authorized  me  to  meet  the  de- 
mand of  tlie  Bey  for  jewels  in  a  manner   which,  I 
hoped,  ^^  ould  be  satisfactory  to  him. 

''  It  is  very  well  !  This  looks  a  little  more  like 
fruth,'^  said  the  minister  :  *'  but  we  will  not  arrest 
the  cruise.  If  we  make  captures  of  Americans,  we 
will  send  the  Christians  (meaning  crews)  to  your 
liouse  ;  your  vessels  to  Porto  P'arina  ;  and  tli^ir  car- 
:2;oes  we  will  safely  store.  They  shall  be  held  in  se- 
<|uestration  a  given  number  of  days,  in  expectation 
of  the  arrival  of  your  regalia  so  much  talked  about ; 
on  failure  of  which,  they  shall  l)e  !^ood  frize/^ 

I  answered,  that  a  step  of  this  kind,  if  it  went  on- 
ly to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  our  obligations,  would 
<iefeat  its  own  object  :  my  countrymen  would  not 
yield  to  it  without  resistance  :  and  that  revenge  and 
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blood  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  at- 
tempting it.  I  desired^  therefore,  to  prevent  the  e- 
vils  which  might  and  most  certainly  would  result 
to  both  countries  from  this  project,  that  the  Bey 
would  see  the  President's  letter,  and  hear  my  com- 
munications. 

He  paused.  An  English  gentleman,  who  was 
with  me,  and  to  whom  we  are  obliged,  urged  the 
reasonableness  of  my  desire. 

The  minister,  after  recapitulating  his  detail  of  de- 
lays and  infidelities,  of  which  we  are  accused,  said, 
'^  I  will  see  my  master  tomorrow.  The  day  after, 
if  you  come  to  Bardo  (the  palace)  we  will  decide  on 
something.'' 

.  March  26th,  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  An  American 
ship,  Camilla,  Capt.  Samuel  Holmes,  of  Boston,  last 
from  Naples,  came  to  anchor  at  the  Goulette,  ad- 
dressed to  Julius  Csesar  Alberganty.  At  three. 
P.  M.  a  message  came  from  the  minister,  informing 
that  the  "^  government  had  occasion  for  the  Ameri- 
can ship  now  at  the  Goulette."  I  replied  that  the 
message  should  be  answered  tomorrow.  In  the  in- 
terim, I  sent  the  Sapitapa  a  piece  of  superfine  blue 
cloth,  and  half  a  piece  of  scarlet,  which  I  had  the 
day  before  received  from  England,  intended  for  my 
own  use. 

This  day  was  employed  in  rendering  in^.)  Italian, 
the  President's  letter  to  the  Bey,  his  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  and  such  of  the  communications  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  related  to  the  regalia  of  naval 
and  military  stores,  and  also  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Appleton,  relative  to  the  efi['ect  the  last 
clause  of  the  12th  article  of  the  treaty  had  produced 
in  the  minds  of  our  countrymen,  masters  of  vessels, 
at  Leghorn. 

27tli.  11,  A.  M.  At  the  palace.  Made  the  above 
communications  to  the  Bey.  He  expressed  great 
satisfaction  :  seemed  flattered  with  the  President's 
letter  ;  thanked  God  ;  and  hoped  the  safe  arrival  of 
the  ship  ;  but  observed^  ^*  I  see  nothing  here  about: 
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the  jewels/^  To  wbieli  I  thought  proper  to  say  : 
the  President  has  directetl  me^  as  a  further  testimo- 
ny of  his  friendly  sentiments  towards  the  Bashaw  of 
Tunis,  to  procure  a  present  of  this  kind  also  from 
England,  but  has  limited  the  sum  destined  for  the 
purpose,  very  much  within  the  estimate  annexed  to 
the  note  given  of  the  jewels.  '^  To  me/^  said  the 
Bey,  "  the  sum  limited  is  of  no  import.  I  shall  be 
satisfied,  provided  the  articles  come  according  to  the 
note.''  He  said  nothing  of  the  demand  formerly 
started  of  a  cruiser.  And  he  gave  leave  for  Capt. 
Holmes  to  take  a  cargo  of  wheat  on  his  own  account. 

CIRCULAR. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tunis,  iOth  April,  1800. 
Sir, 
Having  at  length  amicably  adjusted  the  affairs  of 
the  United  States  with  the  Bey  and  Regency  of  Tu- 
nis, I  desire  you  will  communicate  this  agreeable  in- 
telligence to  the  masters  of  American  vessels,  and 
others  interested,  who  may  come  within  the  limits  of 
your  Consulate. 

The  principal  minister  of  the  Bey  has  pledged 
himself  that  the  last  clause  of  the  12th  article  of  our 
treaty  w'Ah  this  Regency,  inserted  by  Joseph  Etien- 
ne  Famin,  shall  have  the  same  effect  with  respect  to 
American  merchant  vessels  as  the  custom  c«f  all  other 
nations  at  peace  with  Tunis  lias  established  with 
respect  to  their  own,  and  no  other.  There  is  there- 
fore now  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  Ameri- 
can vessels  visiting  this  coast  :  perfect  health  pre- 
vails here. 

I. am,  Sir,  with  esteem  and  regard, 
your  most  obedient  Servant 
WILLIAM  EATOX. 
Thomas  Appletox,  Esq.  ^ 

Jlmerican  Consul  at  Leirhorn. 
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May  7th,  iSOO. 

After  the  storm  was  directed  from  the  United 
States,  it  lowered  over  Naples — passed  over  Spain^ 
and  broke  upon  Denmark.         *         *         *         * 

In  October  1797^  the  Bey  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
king  of  Denmark,  containing  the  following  modest 
article.  ^^  On  account  of  ih^  \on^  friendshijJ  ^y\\mh 
has  subsisted  between  us,  I  take  the  liberty  to  give 
you  a  commission  for  sundry  articles  of  naval  and 
military  stores,  as  per  note  subjoined,  which  I  find 
indispensable,  to  assist  me  in  certain  public  works 
now  in  operation.  I  give  you  six  months  to  answer 
this  letter,  and  one  year  to  forward  the  commission  : 
and,  remember,  if  we  do  not  receive  the  answer  and 
the  articles  in  the  time  limited,  we  know  what  steps 
to  take.'^ 

The  king  of  Denmark  did  not  give  this  commission 
the  prompt  attention  it  required.  He  however  order- 
ed out  a  ship,  laden  with  timber,  which  arrived  in 
the  summer  of  1798  ;  but  it  was  so  far  short  of  the 
Bey's  expectations,  that  he  rejected  the  compliment 
altogether,  even  after  it  was  unladen,  and  the  articles 
have  since  lain,  in  a  perishing  condition,  exposed  to 
the  open  elements. 

The  projects  the  Bey  has  been  meditating,  and 
which  were  actually  on  the  point  of  execution,  a- 
gainst  Americans,  directed  his  tlioiights  from  the 
Danes.  The  arrival  of  the  Hero  filled  his  eye  f 
(never  were  such  naval  stores  seen  in  Tunis,)  The 
Neapolitan  humility  suspended  his  operations  against 
that  kingdom  ;  Spain,  about  the  same  time  sent  him 
a  douceur,  and  a  number  of  ship  builders  to  w  ork  in 
his  dock  yard  at  Porto  Farina  :  and  the  cruisers  are 
consequently  let  loose  upon  Denmaik.  Here  is  a 
demonstration  of  two  facts  I  have  before  stated  :  that 
the  cruisers  cannot  be  restrained  ;  and  that  treaties 
are  dead  languages  here.  Hence  also  may  be  infer- 
ed,  that  my  appreliensions  have  been  none  too  lively. 
If  the  Hero  had  miscarried,  no  document  could  have 
saved  us  until  the  arrival  of  the  spring  shipments. 

18 
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The  stars  are  beginning  to  acquire  gravity  herCc 
I  wish  they  may  be  permited  to  receive  some  lustre. 
It  is  not  enough  to  tell  that  we  are  the  descendants 
of  the  English  :  conviction  of  some  kind^  if  it  be  oa* 
ly  the  construction  of  a  ship,  should  be  added,  that 
we  are  worthy  of  such  ancestors.  Notwithstanding 
our  present  flattering  prospect  of  our  affairs^  I  am 
still  of  opinion  it  would  be  well  to  show  one  or  two 
of  our  best  frigates  here.  It  would  be  better  if  they 
should  have  one  or  more  Frenchmen  in  tow.  This 
display  would  at  least  convince  the  cruisers  of  our 
ability  to  meet  them  on  their  own  ground  :  and  it 
would  confirm  what  I  have  uniformly  declared  at 
court,  and  what  has  been  as  uniformly  denied  by 
Famin,  that  it  is  not  our  weakness  hut  our  love  of 
j)eace  ivkicli  inditces  the  concessions  we  make.  It 
cannot  be  attended  with  great  extraordinary  expence, 
because,  it  is  presumed,  the  government  will  not 
risque  the  residue  of  the  regalia,  upon  which  so 
much  depends,  to  the  laws  ofivar,  I  say  laws  of  war^ 
because,  if  at  peace  ourselves  with  France,  Tunis  is 
not ;  though  it  is  a  truth  beyond  a  doubt  that  these 
terrible  pirates  dare  not  cruise  against  the  terrible 
republic. 

If  the  residue  come  forward  safely  and  seasona- 
bly, and  the  jewels,  for  which  I  have  commissioned, 
we  may  calculate  on  twenty  or  thirty  years  tranquil- 
ity here.  A  trifling  defect  would  be  made  a  pretext 
for  a  rupture,  if  no  impressions  of  fear  be  made  with 
all  our  evidence  of  generosity.       ^       ^       i^       ^ 

May  iOth.  Last  evening  his  Britanic  Majesty's 
Consul  General,  Peckins  Magra,  Esq.  at  the  Ameri- 
can house,  desired  me  to  consent  tliat  he  might  men- 
tion me  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  as  charge  des  af- 
fairs of  the  British  nation  in  case  of  accident  which 
shouhl  render  the  oflice  vacant.  ^Slajor  Magra's  de- 
clining  state  of  health,  probably,  induced  this  step. 
I  consented,  on  condition  that  the  confidence  should 
be  reciprocal  between  us.  To  this  he  agreed.  I 
hope  the  relation  of  the  two  governments  is  such  as 
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10  admit  the  propriety  of  the  measure.  This  geutle- 
mau  has  heeii  between  thirty  and  forty  years  in  the 
king's  service,  twelve  in  this  regency  ;  a  man  of  ex- 
tensive information  and  strict  good  faith.  He  has 
an  English  head,  and  an  American  heart. 

May  nth,  1800. 

Yesterday  morning  a  Danish  merchantman  from 
Leghorn,  unapprised  and  unsuspicious  of  danger, 
anchored  at  the  (roulette.  No  sooner  was  the  flag 
distinguished,  tlian  Famin  wrote  express  to  Bardo, 
(the  palace)  that  a  Banish  ship  had  entered.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  early  information,  the  Bey  caused  to 
be  arrested,  the  Master  and  people,  before  they  conld 
weigh  anchor  and  escape. 

Same  day  a  Danish  ship,  laden  with  coifee,  sugar 
and  other  West  India  produce,  was  sent  into  Biserte. 

Last  evening  his  Danish  Majesty's  Consul  Gener- 
al, Lewis  Hammekin,  Esq.  at  the  American  house, 
intimated  his  expectation  of  being  compelled,  by  im- 
perious circumstances,  to  leave  the  kingdom  ;  and 
desired  me,  in  such  case,  to  take  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Danish  nation  here.  To  this  1  consented,  so 
far  as  to  be  the  medium  of  communication  for  his 
court.  I  know  no  contrasting  interests  between  the 
two  courts  which  render  this  compliance  improper. 

P.  S.  i%tk  May.  At  Bardo,  to  day,  the  demand  of 
a  cruiser  was  revived  ;  and  a  fixed  time  insisted  on 
for  the  arrival  of  the  residue  of  the  regalia.  The 
former  was  rejected  without  debate  ;  the  latter  sus- 
pended on  hope. 

June  2^thy  1800. 
To  Mr.  Pickering. 

It  is  doubtless,  and  with  reason,  considered  as 
whimsical  as  absurd,  that  Barbary  Consuls^  boys 
whose  minds  have  been  formed  in  camps  and  pris- 
ons, should  intrude  counsel  to  men  full  of  years  and 
wisdom.     Facts  demonstrate  the  position.     But,  if  it 
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be  admitted  that  moderate  capacities,  on  the  spot, 
may  discover  projects,  plots  and  intrigues,  hidden 
by  intermediate  space  from  the  eye  of  keen  penetra- 
tion ;  and  if  it  be  admitted  that  these  discoveries 
nfay  excite  a  restlessness  as  much  the  emotion  of 
patriotism  as  presumption,  it  may  be  also  hoped  that 
even  our  clamor  as  well  as  importunity,  may  be 
viewed  with  an  eye  of  grace,  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

It  is  presumed,  Volney's  Travels  in  Egypt  and 
Assyria  have  been  read.  The  general  character 
there  given  the  Turks,  exactly  fit  them  liere^  with 
this  addition,  that  the  insolence  of  the  Pachas  of  the 
Barbary  Regencies,  are  in  an  increased  ratio  to  tiieir 
independence  on  the  Porte.  Ignorance,  exalted  to 
a  station  of  receiving  tribute  from  ever^^  slave  below 
him,  from  the  wandering  Beduoin  to  the  sedentary 
Monarch  of  Spain,  feels  none  of  those  manly  re- 
straints of  justice,  which  the  balance  and  the  sword 
are  calculated  to  inspire  between  beings  mutually  a- 
fraid  of  each  other  Refusal  of  a  favor  produces  in 
him  the  same  effect  as  in  an  ungoverned  brat  of  an 
indulgent  mother  :  he  will  tear  the  breasts  which 
have  nursed  him.  This  figure  is  far  fetched  ;  it  is 
nevertheless  in  point;  correction  is  as  feasible  in  one 
case  as  tlie  other  ;  and  correction  alone  will  reduce 
the  churl  to  decency. 

The  Danes  are  running  on  a  lee  shore  here. 
The^y  have  gone  aground  at  Algiers  and  Tripoli ; 
and  Sweden  keeps  company.  The  United  States 
have  been  beating  off  and  on,  ever  since  their  treaty 
ofamitif  with  France  ;  and  tlie  harbor  of  safety 
seems  as  distant  as  at  the  moment  of  their  departure 
from  tlieir  own — dignity  !  Can  avarice  and  the 
srave  be  satisfied  ?  Give  !  Give  !  is  the  eternal  crv  ! 
Every  breeze  will  waft  it  to  America  ;  and  as  often 
as  it  is  not  responded  with  accord  will  be  brandish- 
ed over  our  heads  the  ottagan  of  a  contemptible  pi- 
yate  I 
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^^   We  know  what  steps  to  calce,^^  says  the  Gener- 
al* of  16,000  ragged,  uiuliseipliued  Turks  to  a  king 
of  Denmark  !  and  "  we  know  what  steps  to  take/'' 
says  the  Captainf  of  an  undisciplined  squad  of  sun- 
burnt cavalry,   to   the   government   of  the   United 
States  !  Denmark,  like  a  proverbial  domestic  bird  of 
our  poultry  yards,  spreads   his  feathers,  swells  the 
magnitude  of  his  terrors,  swaggers   and  yields.     A- 
merica  yields  implicitly  !  If  there  were  a   rational 
hope  that  ihese  indignities  would  of  themselves  come 
to  a  crisis,  they  might  be  more  tolerable  :  but  if  it  be 
just  to  reason  from  analogy,  this  hope  is  abortive. 
When  has  a  tyrant  ever  been  knoAvn  to  lift  his  foot 
from  the  neck  of  a  voluntary  slave  ?  Where  is  the 
evidence  of  Barbary's  being  satisfied  w  ith  the  gen- 
erosity of  its  friends  f  Does   Spain,  Italy,  Holland, 
Denmark,    Sweden,   exhibit  it  ?  Will   the  United 
States  ever  exhibit  it  ?  Never,  so  long  as  they  have 
pow^der  to  give,  and  want  the  energy  to  burn  it  ! 

"  Do   you  not  give  money  to  Algiers  ?''  says  the 
Organ  of  a   nation,   to  an  American  Envoy  !   "  Are 
you  not  tributary  to  the  pitiful  sandbank  of  Tripoli  ?'' 
says  the   %vorld  :  and  tlie  answer  is  affirmative  with- 
out a  blush  !    Habit   reconciles   mankind  to   everj'^ 
thing,  even  humiliation  ;  and  custom  veils   disgrace. 
But  what  would  the  world  sav  if  Rhodeisland  should 
arm  two  old  merchantmen  ;  put  an  Irish  renegade  in 
one,  and  a  Metliodist  preacher  in  the  other,  and  send 
them   to  demand  a  tribute  of  the    Grand    Siguier  ? 
Tlie  idea  is  rcdiculous  ;  l)ut  only  so  because  novel  : 
it  is  exactly  as  consistent  as  that  Tripoli  should  say 
to  the  American  nation,  "  Give  me  tribute,  or  trem- 
ble under  the  chastisement  of  my  navy  P^  {On^   old 
clump  from  Boston,  and  a  polacre  or  two  from  some 
other  complaisant  christian  capitals,)  and  that  my 
yankee   adventurers  should  succeed,  would  not  be 
more  unaccountable,  than  that  these  wretched  hordes 
of  sea  robbers  should  have  so  gotten  the  ascendancy 
of  the  enterprizing  world  ! 

*  I^ashaw  of  Tunis.  f  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
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Consul  Cathcart  is  undoubtedly  correct  when  he 
states  that  ''  two  of  our  frigates  and  four  gun  boats 
would  bring  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  to  terms  :'^  but 
the  propriety  of  his  ojpinion,  that  it  ivould  be  best  to 
make  him  a  voluntary  present,  may  be  questioned. 
If  Malta  should  revert  again  to  its  ancient  form  of 
government,  what  could  it  avail  us  ?  what  benefit 
have  we  ever  expected  from  its  Constitutional  hatred 
to  Mussulmen  ? 

Genoa  has  received  a  new  master  sufficiently  ma- 
jesterial,  it  is  presumed,  to  protect  her  from  Barbary 
insolence.  This  deprives  them  of  a  very  considera- 
ble resource.  All  their  booty  in  the  Mediterranean 
is  falling  into  the  hands  of  abler  freebooters.  They 
must  seek  it  then  in  foreign  markets.  It  is  no  less 
the  interest  of  all  commercial  Europe  to  point  them 
to  America,  than  it  is  theirs  to  take  that  direction. 
We  must  either  bribe  their  avarice  or  chastise  their 
audacity.  Giving  only  increases  their  avidity  for 
more.  We  have  the  only  alternative  then  to  yield 
unconditional  accord  to  their  claims,  or  straighten 
ourselves  up  a  little,  and  look  them  out  of  counte- 
nance. This  position  must  at  some  period  be  taken. 
Does  the  present  moment  forbid  it  ?  or  shall  we 
wait  a  little  longer  till  we  shall  have  reinforced  their 
navy  by  our  navpJ  and  military  regalia,  until  they 
become  formidable  to  us  ?  When  we  are  unlading 
these  legalia  in  their  ports.  Are  we  not  shedding 
the  blood  of  our  countrymen  ?  It  is  devoutly  to  be 
hoped  Wiat  the  United  State  may  have  the  honor 
(very  easily  obtained)  of  setting  the  first  example,  a- 
mong  the  tributaries,  of  chastising  the  insolence  of 
their  lords.  If  Tripoli  persist,  does  not  Tripoli  in- 
vite the  experiment ;  and  is  not  the  occasion  a  good 
one  ?  Show  him  two  or  three  of  our  strongest,  best 
built  frigates.  Set  life  and  death  before  him.  Leave 
to  him  the  choice.  If  he  prefer  the  latter,  give  it 
him.  There  is  nothing  impracticable  in  the  thing. 
The  Turks  are  a  contemptible  military,  and  at  sea, 
luhbers,     I  have,  by  accident,  been  three  days  and 
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two  nights  in  one  of  their  corsairs  at  sea.  Our  sea- 
men of  the  north  may  give  them  cent  per  cent,  in 
numbers,  odds,  and  meet  them  on  any  ground  of  war, 
boarding  excepted. 

It  would  be  well,  on  their  return  or  passage  out, 
that  the  frigates  visit  Tunis.  I  will  invite  the  Sapi- 
tapa  and  a  brace  of  the  Bey's  governors  to  dine  in 
the  Commodore.  I  will  point  them  to  his  guns  and 
say,  "  See  there  our  executive  power  commissioned 
to  keep  treaties."  Do  these  sentiments  look  hostile  ? 
They  are  the  only  sure  guarantee  of  peace  !  All  ra- 
tional nature  may  be  adduced  to  evidence  it  ;  and 
France  besides.  It  is  more  strikingly  true  in  a 
country  where  all  respect  is  denied  to  every  thing 
but  arms. 

Consistently  with  these  sentiments  therefore,  the 
questions  submitted  by  Consul  Cathcart  to  the  Con- 
sul General,  O'Brien,  and  on  which  the  opinion  of 
this  consulate  is  demanded,  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing answers. 

Q^ues.  "^  ist.  Wliether  it  would  not  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  make  the  Bashaw  a  present, 
to  content  him  at  least  till  some  of  our  frigates  come 
into  the  Mediterranean  ?  if  in  the  affirmative,  to  what 
amount  ought  the  present  to  be  made,  that  is,  sup- 
posing there  is  no  alternative  ?" 

•Sins,  I  should  not  have  intruded  my  counsel  in 
any  matters  relative  to  your  administration,  had  you 
not  desired  it. 

The  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  given  written  docu- 
ment as  evidence  of  his  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
presents  he  has  received  from  the  United  States  as 
the  condition  of  a  perpetual  peace.  Whence  then 
arise  these  claims  ?  It  is  not  sufficient  that  he  asserts 
a  right  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  with  the  other 
Regencies.  He  may  be  informed  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  treachery  of  French  agents  that  the  latter  have 
been  so  liberally  paid.  Were  this  otherwise,  his 
claim  is  nevertheless  inadmissible,  being  barred  by 
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his  own  voluntary  act.     A  demand,  therefore,  of  this 
sort  is  at  least  an  infringement  upon  the  treaty. 

But  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  any  extension  of 
the  President's  instructions  may  be  construed  to  a 
discretion  of  giving  or  even  stipulating  additional 
presents.  It  is  a  latitude  which  seems  not  to  have 
been  intended,  even  in  cases  more  pressing  than  the 
present.  It  is  a  happy  circumstance  for  us,  and 
ought  to  satisfy  the  Bashaw,  that  we  are  thus  circum- 
scribed. That  the  "  Basliaiv  has  condescended  to 
beg  a  present/^  will  not  warrant  us  the  discretion  of 
giving. 

To  revert  to  your  figure  to  Captain  O'Brien,  that 
*^  we  are  sentinels  of  an  advanced  ficquet.^^  It  is 
our  duty  to  give  the  alarm  on  an  enemy's  approach  ; 
but  by  no  means  to  concede  one  inch  of  ground 
which  we  are  stationed  to  defend. 

From  these  premises  my  opinion  may  be  easily  in- 
ferred ;  that  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  must  wait  the 
answer  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  his 
demands.  And  my  opinion  may  be  also  as  easily 
inferred,  that  the  President  will  highly  approve  of 
your  conduct  in  the  mode  you  have  adopted  to  resist, 
or  at  least  to  delay  his  claims,  until  such  answer  be 
received. 

''  2d.  Should  any  of  our  vessels  be  sent  in  here  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  and  their  cargoes  condemn- 
ed, how  would  you  advise  me  to  act  ?  After  such  a 
violation  of  onr  treaty  shall  I  refuse  the  Corsairs  of 
Tripoli  American  passports,  or  shall  I  issue  them  as 
if  nothing  had  happened  ?" 

>Should  an  event  of  this  kind  happen,  which  does 
not,  from  any  thing  to  be  gathered  from  your  commu- 
nications, seem  immediately  to  menace  us,  imperious 
circumstances  must  be  yielded  to,  and  the  best  pro- 
visions possible,  made  for  the  crews,  until  the  result 
of  the  government  be  known  :  but,  passports,  being 
evidence  of  the  good  understanding  subsisting  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Bashaw,  cannot,   in  iruih  nor  propriety   be  granted 
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after  that  good  understanding  shall  be  interrupted. 
Besides,  this  concession  Avould  furnish  the  enemy  a 
decoy  to  entrap  our  merchantmen,  and  even  our  ves» 
sels  of  war,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  shield  the 
corsaires  against  reprisal  from  our  ships  of  war 
which  might  be  detached  on  this  very  duty.  Pass- 
ports therefore,  cannot  be  grauted  after  an  overt  in- 
fraction, in  fact,  of  the  treaty,  on  the  part  of  the  Bash- 
aw of  Tripoli  or  his  subjects. 

"  Sd»  Do  you  imagine  that  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
would  send  four  or  five  of  his  cruisers  to  demand  any 
American  vessels  that  might  be  captured  ?  And  if  he 
would,  would  it  not  cost  more  to  fee  him  than  to  con- 
tent the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that  if 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  would  take  the  above  step,  lie 
would  succeed  ;  but  all  the  letters  in  the  world 
would  at  most  produce  only  a  civil  answer,  mixed 
with  lies  and  prevarications. 

I  do  not  know  how  these  conclusions,  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Cathcart^s  questions,  may  correspond  with 
the  feelings  and  decisions  of  government.  If  they 
betray  some  alkali^  it  is  because  the  intemperance  of 
the  climate  forces  it. 

The  plague  is  every  day  becoming  more  serious. 
Our  hope  is  in  the  approaching  heat  of  summer. 
The  last  spring  and  present  month  of  June,  have 
been  unusually  cold  and  humid. 

No  precautions  whatever  are  used  by  the  ordina- 
ry Moors  to  prevent  the  malady  communicating. 
Ask  a  Mussulman  the  cause  of  this  neglect :  "  What'^ 
says  he,  '*  do  you  suppose  I  have  lost  confidence  in 

God  r' 

I  have  the  honot,  Sj^c, 
WILLIAM  EATON 

Honorable  Secretary 
of  the  United  States. 

19 
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To  Mr.  Smith,  Minister  at  Lisbok. 

Tunis,  June  27tJi,  1800, 
TO  meet  the  extraordinary  demands  of  tlie  Bey  of 
Tunis,  I  stated  to  government  in  terms  which  I  sup- 
posed would  attract  some  consideration,  that  a  dis- 
play of  force  would  be  the  only  eifectual  argument. 
The  President  has  done  me  the  honor  of  approving 
of  my  stile  of  conduct  and  communication,  but  has 
permitted  the  Hero,  an  old  ship  of  between  five  and 
six  hundred  tons,  navigated  by  twenty  men,  (only 
one  of  them  a  native  of  America,)  mounting  two  four 
jpounderSf  and  but  one  barrel  of  powder,  charged  with 
a  cargo  upon  which  nothing  less  depended  here  than 
our  peace,  to  leave  New  York  without  convoy  for 
Tunis.  Happily,  she  arrived  ;  and  the  desired  ef- 
fect is  secured,  at  least  until  the  residue  of  the  rega- 
lia arrive.  But  the  weak,  the  crazy  situation  of 
the  vessel  and  equipage  tended  to  confirm  an  opinion, 
long  since  conceived,  and  never  fairly  controverted 
among  the  Tunissians,  that  the  Americans  are  a 
feeble  sect  of  Christians,  and  that  their  Independence 
was  the  gift  of  France,  This  opinion  has  been  cul- 
tivated by  our  cidevant  agent,  a  base  slave  of  the 
projects  of  this  court,  and  a  remorseless  traitor  to  his 
trusts.  He  has  never  ceased  to  thwart  me  ;  till  at 
length  his  projects  of  injury  against  our  citizens,  and 
his  personal  riisults  to  myself,  became  so  glaring  and 
insufferable,  that,  finding  myself  without  support,  at 
once  to  convince  Tunis  and  its  slaves  that  Ameri- 
cans are  not  entirely  devoid  of  resentment,  nor  oblig- 
ed to  Frenchmen  for  independence,  I  gave  him,  (tell 
it  not  in  Gath)  at  the  marine  gate,  among  an  hundred 
people,  the  discipline  of  my  horsewhip.  This  kin- 
dled the  flame  I  intended  it  should.  He  summoned 
me  to  the  tribunal  of  a  pirate.  I  met  him  there  : 
joined  issue  and  proceeded  to  argument.  The  court, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  was  manifestly 
prepossessed  in  favor  of  the  much  injured  Famin. 
My   reasons  to  the  Bey  were  laconically  these.     I 
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have  found  the  man  at  all  points  a  traitor  and  a  vil. 
lain  ;  not  less  so  in  his  personal  treatment  towards 
the  representative  the  President  of  the  United 
States  bad  placed  near  him^  the  Bey,  than  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  public  trusts  himself  had  once  the  hon- 
or to  hold  under  tbe  same  autliority.  That  I  did  not 
present  myself  there  to  answer  to  the  allegations  of 
the  traitor,  as  I  held  myself  in  no  respect  responsi- 
ble to  the  government  of  Tunis,  but  to  denounce  the 
man  as  such,  and  to  withdraw  from  him  that  protec- 
tion which  he  had  never  merited,  but  had  shamefully 
dishonored. 

'^  I  will  send  you  out  of  the  country  !''  said  the 
Bey — You  will  do  me  an  honor  which  I  will  take 
care  to  appreciate, 

"  How  dare  you  lift  your  liand  against  a  subject 
of  mine  in  my  Icins^dom  .^" 

If  your  renegade  had  been  in  the  kingdom  of  lieav^ 
cw,  and  had  given  me  the  same  provocation,  I  would 
have  given  him  the  same  discipline.  But  the  Bey  of 
Tunis  has  too  much  penetration  to  believe  that  abject 
yvreicli  faithful,  even  to  his  patron.  If  he  Avere  such ; 
if  he  were  a  true  Frenchman,  I  would  respect  him  as 
such  ;  if  an  American,  I  would  protect  him  a«j  such ; 
if  a  good  Mussulman,  I  would  honor  him  as  such  5 
or,  if  a  Christian,  he  should  be  duly  respected.  He 
is  neither  one  nor  the  other.  I  have  document  to 
convince  you  that  he  would  sell  your  head  for  carou- 
bes,  and  barter  away  the  reputation  of  your  court  for 
piasters.  See  here  his  statement  io  an  American, 
who  by  this  means  has  been  entrapped  into  his 
hands.  Hear  him  call  vour  prime  minister  and  his 
mercantile  agents  a  set  of  thieves  and  robbers, 
"  How  !"  Yes,  thieves  and  robbers,  "  Mercy — for- 
bearance !"  cried  Famin.  Yes,  thieves  and  rob- 
bers !  !  This  is  the  man  of  your  confidence  !  This 
is  the  man  of  mediation  between  your  Excellency 
and  my  master  the  President,  (adopting  my  language 
to  the  occasion,)  and  these  are  the  measures  he  uses 
ito  maintain  the  good  understanding  subsisting  be 


148  '  LIFE    OP- 

tween  us.  Had  lie  been  faithful^  either  in  his  repre- 
sentations of  your  Excellency's  character  to  the 
President,  or  in  that  of  my  nation  to  you,  you  would 
long  since  have  received,  whatever  it  might  have 
been,  the  regalia  stipulated  as  the  tokens  of  friend- 
ship. It  is  his  treachery,  his  falsehood,  his  sleek 
and  plausible  misrepresentations,  which  has  generat- 
ed the  misintelligence  between  us.  Do  not  suppose 
I  am  ignora?it  of  his  intrigues.  Full  well  I  know  he 
labored  three  days^  incessantly,  after  ray  arrival  at 
Biserte,  to  prevail  on  your  Excellency  to  refuse  mc 
an  audience.  Full  well  I  know,  that,  during  our  ne- 
gociation,  he  was  playing  a  double  game  with  us. 
And  full  well  I  know  that  he  has  uniformly  insinu- 
ated that  my  government  were  flattering  you  with  de- 
lusive expectations  and  insincere  promises,  and  that 
1,  myself,  am  sent  here  to  be  the  instrument  of  this 
hypocricy. 

"  But,  how  do  vou  know  these  thini^s  ?  Whatever 
passed  between  him  and  me  on  these  subjects  was 
testa  a  testa „  insieme  !'' 

Yes,  but  tlie  fcUow  had  not  prudence  enough  to 
keep  your  contichMice.  Elated  with  the  prospect  of 
success,  he  blahhed  every  thing  to  the  woman  he 
keeps  :  she  to  l;er  neighbors  :  so  that  it  has  been 
the  topic  of  conversation  in  JiaU'the  Christian  taverns 
in  Tunis,  '*  tliat  liis  Excellency  the  Bey  was  going 
(o  send  away  the  American  Consul,'^  to  accommo- 
date an  apostate  Frenchman  !  as  if  the  Bey  of  Tunis 
had  not  independence  of  mind  nor  discernment  to 
discrimiiiate  between  the  event  of  insultini:  a  iiatiov 
and  disobliging  a  slave.  Permit  me  to  suggest  to 
your  Excellency,  your  reputation  has  been  brought 
into  disrespect  in  the  event. 

The  IU\y  listened  to  me.  Famin  trembled  as  if 
in  a  paralytic  tit,  and  began  an  address  in  Arabic. 

''  S[)eak  French,'"  said  the  Bey,  looking  him 
frowningly  in  the  face.  He  denied  my  charges.  I 
{i^lduced  facts  in  evidence. 
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The  Bey  was  convinced.  Famin  stood  convicted. 
On  leaving  the  palace  I  told  the  Bey,  tomorrow  I 
would  announce  to  the  world  what  1  had  on  that 
ground.  Parting,  he  gave  my  hand  a  cordial 
squeeze  :  and,  when  1  was  out,  turning  to  his  c(mrt, 
said,  "  the  American  Consul  has  been  heated  :  hut 
truly  he  has  had  reason.  I  have  always  found  him 
a  very  plain  candid  man  ;  and  his  concern  for  his 
fellow  citizens  is  not  a  crime.'' 

Since  this  event,  wliich  happened  ?J)out  four 
weeks  ago,  more  hats  have  been  oil*  than  had  been 
observed  for  fourteen  months  before.  1  detail  this 
adventure,  (which  I  am  sensible  will  not  sliow  much 
to  my  advantage  in  the  civilized  world,)  to  demon- 
strate, what  has  before  been  asserted,  that  the  best 
way  to  treat  these  savages  is  to  meet  them  on  their 
own  ground.  They  began  by  bullying ;  I  have 
paid  them  ofl'in  kind. 

To  the  Secketary  of  State. 

Tunis  June  28th,  1800. 
This  morning  the  Danish  flagstalf  was  cut  down, 
and  war  declared  bv  the  Bey  of  Tunis  airainst  the 
king  of  Denmark.  Upwards  of  seventy  people,  the 
equipage  of  seven  vessels,  condemned  to  slavery, 
and  the  Consul  confined  to  his  house. 

Tunis,  July  M,  1800. 

S[R, 

THE  Danish  Consul  and  family  have  been  order- 
ed  to  quit  the  kingdom  of  Tunis  :  he  departs  tomor-: 
row,  and,  as  I  have  before  had  the  honor  to  intimate 
to  the  department  of  state,  has  desired  me  to  be  the 
medium  between  the  king  of  Denmark  and  Bey  of 
Tunis,  during  the  war. 

Yesterday  I  had  an  interview  with  the  Bey  and 
his  confidential  minister.  The  latter  went  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  causes  of  the  war,  wherein  he  clearhj  dem- 
onstrated that  the  Danes  were  the  aggressors.     This 
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inferrence  he  drew  from  the  taken  for  granted  prem- 
ises "  that  the  Bey  had  a  right  to  demand  regalia^ 
and  that  the  king  of  Denmark  had  violated  his  good 
faith  by  treating  that  demand  contemptuously  / 

During  the  conversation  he  said,  ^^  To  speak  tru- 
ly and  candidly,  the  war  was  intended  against  the 
Americans :  but  the  letter  from  your  Prince  resolved 
the  Bey  to  suspend  the  operation  a  reasonable  time 
for  the  arrival  of  the  ship.  It  did  arrive,  as  you 
told  us  it  would  ;  and,  to  deal  ingenuously,  we  must 
acknowledge  to  you  that  we  have  never  received  ar- 
ticles of  the  kind  of  so  excellent  a  quality  from  any 
Christian  nation.  Had  those  sent  by  the  king  of 
Denmark  (in  1798)  Jbeen/; a(f  as  good,  we  should  now 
be  at  peace  with  him." 

1  remarked  to  him,  that  if  he  had  given  me  the 
credit  which  he  was  now  convinced  he  ought,  he 
might  have  saved  himself  and  the  Bey  much  impa- 
tience and  <he  entire  trouble  of  arming  his  navy  a- 
gainst  us  :  but  I  had  observed  with  some  concern, 
that  he  chose  rather  to  hear  meddling  fellows,  who 
would  as  deliberately  betray  him  as  me,  if  the  occa- 
sion suited. 

^^  That  is  past,^'  said  he,  '^  and  you  have  had  your 
own  way  of  revenge.  We  are  convinced  you  have 
dealt  candidly  with  us,  though  we  sometimes  thought 
you  a  little  hard  bitted  :  but  you  are  a  sort  of  Eng- 
lishmen, you  Americans,  are  you  not  ?''  We  are 
not  Italians.  ^'  Have  you  no  Pope  in  America  ?'' 
Yes  :  once  a  year  our  boys  and  girls  of  the  streets,  ac- 
companied by  our  sailors  and  fiddlers,  make  a  Pope 
and  a  Devil  of  old  cast  clothes  '^  mount  them  both 
on  a  Borreco,  (Jack-ass,)  and  after  driving  them  a- 
bout  till  they  are  wearied,  tar  and  feather  and  burn 
them  together  by  way  of  amusement.  He  laughed 
heartily,  and  said  :  "  I  believe  you  arc  just  such  an- 
other hard  headed  race  as  the  English  :  but,  thank 
God,  v/e  are  friends.  The  Bev  exhibited  marks  oi* 
perfect  satisfaction  with  us,  and,  to  demonstrate  h-S 
sincerity,  gave  me  a  house  in  Biserte,  eight   hou)* 
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ride  from  this,  by  the  sea  side,  where  I  am  to  spend 
the  summer.        *       ^       *       ^       *       *       ^ 

The  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  has  in  a  very  gracious 
and  polite  manner  demanded  of  the  President  addi- 
tional evidence  of  his  friendship  ;  something  else  than 
^'flattering  words  and  delusive  promises. ^^  Hope 
the  President  will  accommodate  him.  Mr.  Cath- 
cart  is  of  opinion  that  a  present  should  be  given  to 
content  his  Excellenoy  a  year  or  so.  L  have  had  but 
one  opinion  on  the  subject  of  regalia,  since  1  have 
seen  the  contemptible  navy  and  military  of  the  regen- 
cies. If  the  demand  of  Tripoli  be  acceeded  to,  un- 
doubtedly it  will  furnish  pretext  for  similar  demands 
from  the  other  Regencies.  "  You  give  Tripoli  ex- 
traordinary presents  not  stipulated  by  treaty.  Are 
we  less  your  friends  than  Tripoli  ?  If  not  it  will  re- 
quire other  evidence  than  flattering  words  and  delu- 
sive promises.^'  Where  will  these  humiliations  end  ? 
The  time  must  come,  when  by  solid  argument  we 
must  convince  our  friends  here  of  our  warm  attach- 
ment. Why  not  show  Tripoli  a  sample  of  it  ?  I 
should  fear  that  my  reiterated,  perhaps  too  familiar, 
©bservations  would  excite  apprehensions  that  my  a- 
gency  here  might  tend  to  embroil  our  affairs,  if  facts 
did  not  establish  the  contrary. 

I  have  the  honor,  ^c. 
WILPAM  EATON. 

Honorable  Secretary 
of  the  United  States, 
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Having  brought  the  more  imjjortant  official  corves- 
fondence  and  transactions  to  this  date,  it  will 'per- 
hajis  he  now  proper  to  revert  to  some  qf  Eaton^s 
familiar  letters  and  private  affairs. 


To  Mrs.  Eaton. 

Tunis,  Spril  Cith,  1790. 
SINCE  I  arrived  in  this  citv,  which  was 
on  the  14th  ultimo,  I  have  been  constantly  employ- 
ed in   negociating  alterations   in  tlie  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Bey  and  Divan  of  this  Re- 
gency.   I  have  tlierefore  had  but  little  opportunity  to 
acquaint  myself  with  any  tiling   wliirli    can   aflbrA 
you  entertainment  or  instruction.     On  landing  at  the 
marine,  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  front  gate  of 
the  city,  the  flags  were   hoisted  on  all  the   Euroj>eaii 
consular  houses,  and   on  arriving  to   the   American 
house,  the  consuls  of  the  dilierent  nations   welcomed 
me  to   the  place.     The  day  following  was  assigned 
for  an  introduction  to  the  king.     I  sat  off  nt  ten    in 
tlie  morning,   in   a  Carriage  drawn  by  two  mules,  at- 
tended by  a  I'urk,   two   Moors  and   an  interpreter. 
The  palace  is  four  miles  from  the  city.     At  this  I  ar- 
rived about  eleven  ;  and,  after  waiting  a  while  in  the 
area  of  the  court,  was  admitted  to  the   apartment  of 
the  Bey*     He    was  sealed  with  his   legs  under  him 
like  a  taylor,  on  a  sopha  covered  with  a  velvet  cano- 
py richly   embroidered  with  gold,  with  a  tur])au   a- 
l)out  his  head,  and  a  very  rich  kind  of  surplice  flow- 
ing loosely  about  his  shoulders.     After  having  pass- 
ed the  formality  of  introduction,  a  seat  was  present- 
ed on  his   right  hand,   his  principal  Minister   and 
Secretary  of  State  sitting  on  a  carpet  on  his  left.     In 
a   few   minuter   three  Cln-istiai\    slaves   entered   the 
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chaiTiber,  one  of  tliem  with  a  salver  of  coffee,  in 
beautiful  china  cn])s  set  in  gold,  richly  ornament- 
ed with  diamonds  ;  another  held  over  his  shoul- 
der a  napkin  ;  and  the  third  brought  a  kind  of 
embroidered  canopy,  wliich  he  spread  in  the 
Bey^s  lap.  Coffee  being  served,  we  entered  into 
a  discourse  upon  the  voyage  ;  and  this  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  subject  of  our  negociation.  This 
formality  and  bushiess  continued  fifteen  days,  when 
at  lengtli,  by  the  agency  of  bribes  and  presents 
to  a  considerable  amount,  the  object  of  the  negocia- 
tion was  obtained,  and  I  took  half  a  day's  leisure  to 
uide  into  the  country.  I  found  the  king  a  man  of 
shrewdness,  understanding  and  great  ingenuity. 
His  terms,  in  consideration  of  his  accession  to  the 
terras  we  proposed,  were  enormous  ;  and  we  are  aot 
yet  perfectly  on  good  terms  respecting  them.  I  have 
uniformly  resisted  them  ;  and  the  last  time  I  was  at 
the  palace,  he  threatened  us  with  war  in  case  I  did 
not  come  to  an  unequivocal  agreement  to  his  terms, 
I  told  him  we  were  not  at  this  period  to  be  alarmed 
by  menaces  ;  we  were  prepared  for  war  ;  and  if  he 
chose  to  commence  it  on  so  triflins;  an  occasion,  he 
might  have  cause  to  regret  his  temerity.  He  left  me 
without  ceremony,  saying,  if  I  would  not  accede  to  Ms 
demand  I  might  pull  doivn  the  •^mei'ican' flag,  em- 
hark  in  the  brig  and  go  home.  If  I  do  not  find  some 
means  to  soften  his  temper  or  moderate  his  demand, 
I  may  possibly  ]iand  you  this  letter  myself. 

This  country  is  indeed  beautiful  ;  but  the  people 
are  superlatively  wretclied.  They  are  humbled  by 
the  double  oppression  of  civil  and  religious  tyranny  ; 
seem  to  have  but  little  enterprize,  and  are  grossly  ig- 
norant. The  houses  of  the  city  are  built  of  stone^ 
cemented  with  lime,  one  story  high,  without  cliim- 
neys,  the  roofs  flat,  and  so  closely  joined  together 
thatlhe  whole  light  is  admitted  through  an  aperture 
in  the  top  of  the  house.  They  sit  always  on  the 
floor,  which  is  generally  the  eartli  covered  with  tileS; 
tv  with  mats  made  of  reeds  :  feed  principally  on  veg- 

20 
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stable  diet  made  of  grain,  olives  and  fruit  ;  and 
drink  nothing  but  water.  The  women  are  never  seen 
abroad;,  except  the  poorer  classes^  and  these  not  with- 
out being  wrapped  about  in  blankets  and  handker- 
chiefs from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  ancles  :  they 
are  always  barefoot^  or  in  slippers  only.  The  in- 
habitants ha  ve  exactly  the  complexion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Indians  ;  excepting  those  of  foreign  countries 
who  have  l)ecome  naturalized.  fThe  city  contains 
about  three  hundred  thousand  souls  ;  ten  thousand  of 
them  Jews,  two  thousand  Christians,  six  or  seven 
hundred  renegades,  beside  three  thousand  Christian 
slaves.  These  are  parcelled  out  at  different  public 
employments,  and  in  priv^ate  service  of  their  masters. 
[The  situation  of  the  9-20  Sardinian  slaves  is  here 
described.] 

Many  of  them  have  died  of  grief,  and  the   others 
linger  out  a  life  less  tolerable  tlian  death.     Alas,  re- 
morse seizes  my  whole  soul  when  I  reflect  that  this 
is  indeed  but  a  copy  of  the  very  barbarity  which  my 
eyes  have  seen  in  my  own  native  country.     And  yet 
we  boast  of  liberty  and   national  justice.     How  fre- 
(^uently,  in  tlie  southern  stites  of  my   own  country, 
have  I  seen  weeping  mothers   leading  the   guiltless 
infant  to  tlie  sales,   with  as  deep   anguish  as  if  they 
led  them  to  the  slaughter ;  and  yet  felt  my  bosom 
tranquil   in  the  view    of  these  aggressions  upon  de- 
fenceless humanity.     J^ut  when  I  see  the  same  enor- 
mities practiced  upon  beings  whose  complexio?i  and 
blood  claim  kindred  with  my  own,  I  curse  the  perpe- 
trators and  weep  over  the  wretciicd  victims  of  their 
rapacity.     Indeed  truth  and  justice  demand  from  ma 
the   confession   tlwit  the  chrislian  slaves  among  the 
])arbarians  of  Africa  are  treated  willi  more  humanity 
than  the  African  slaves  among  the  ])rofes&ing  Chris- 
tians of  civilized  America  ;  and  yet  here   sensibility 
bleeds  at  every  ])ore  for  the  wretches  whom  fate  has 
doomed  to  slavery, 

I  have  once  passed  over  the  ruins  of  Cartha2;e  and 
IJtica,  but  this  moment  is  too  contracted  to  afibrd  mc 
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Jeisure  to  describe  to  you  my  discoveries  or  feelings 
on  that  occasion.  Another  time  shall  be  devoted  to 
this  subject ;  the  present  is  consumed  in  preparing 
necessary  dispatches  to  our  government^  and  in  writ- 
ing letters  of  business. 

Tunis  at   present,  oflPers  no  advantage  from  com- 
merce.    The  Barbary  States  are  involved  in  the  war 
with  the  French  Republic.     This  excludes  all  inter- 
course with  the  States  of  Italy,  the  coasts  of  France 
and  Spain,  and  indeed  with  almost  all  the  ports   of 
her  usual  commerce.     I  cannot,  tlierefore,  promise 
myself  many  commercial  advantages  from  my  pres- 
ent situation.     I  hope  liowever,  by  dint  of  economy, 
to  be  able  to  save  half  the  amount  of  my  salary.     In 
less  than  two  years  from  tliis  moment,  by  the  leave 
of  Heaven,  I  will  again  embrace  my  friends  in  Brim- 
field  and  ©ther  parts  of  America.     My  arrangements 
are  already  made  for  this  purpose  ;  and  I  look  for- 
ward with  an  anxiety,  which  indeed  does  not  become 
my  years,  for  the  moment  which  shall  again  restore 
to  me  the  homely  felicity  of  my  native  country.     But 
before  this  period   elapses   I  am  resolved  to   visit 
Rome,  J^nd  if  possible  the  Holy  Land  :  but  must  a- 
bandon  the  idea   of  visiting  Egypt   so  long  as  the 
French  hold  possession  of  it.     The  plague  rages   at 
this  moment  in  that  devoted  country  :  ])ut,  thank  di- 
vine goodness,  no  symptom  of  it  has  yet  shewn  itself 
in  this  city  the  present  season. 

I  was  never  before  so  thoroughly  convinced  that 
infinite  wisdom  never  hit  on  a  more  rational  discov- 
ery than  when  he  "  saw  it  ivas  not  g^odfor  man  to  be 
alone J^  Do  not  suppose  I  would  be  willing  to  lose 
a  rib  fpr  the  manufacture  of  an  help  meet  for  me  here. 
No  such  thing  I  assure  you  :  but  I  should  feel  not 
the  least  objection  to  undergo  the  experiment  of  hav- 
ing the  one  already  lost  restored  to  its  place  agaiuc 
Goodnight  :  it  is  twelve  o'clock,  and  nothing  but 
solitude  and  dulness  to  solace  the  bosom  of 

Yours,  ^c. 
N.  B.  Take  care,  Eliza,  not  to  let  our  good  o 
parents  die  till  I  return. 
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To  Stephen  Pynchon,  Esq.  Brimfielp. 

Tunis,  April  Stli,  1799. 

^  Give  me  whatcvcr*s  pretty,  nice  and  new  ; 
"  All  ugly,  odd,  old  things  I  leave  to  you." 


^ 


i  ON  the  fourth  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year  we  put  to  sea  from  the  capes  of  the  Dela- 
ware :  and  by  the  bluster  of  winter  w  ere  hurried 
through  the  Atlantic  over  head  and  ears  in  brine  and 
suds,  without  a  dry  tliread  about  us  :  and  in  thirty 
six  d^ys  arrived  at  Algiers.  One  of  our  vessels,  a 
ship  of  between  two  and  three  liundred  tons  and 
thirty  people,  broached  to  in  a  storm,  and  went 
down,  poor  fellows,  in  a  moment.  This  happened 
on  the  American  coast.  Another  of  our  company  • 
fell  in  with  a  Heet  of  gun  boats  at  the  month  of  the 
streights,  and  fought  her  passage.  This  was  a 
schooner  commanded  by  Captain  Maley,  who  told 
me  he  expended  four  hundred  balls  on  the  occasion, 
and  received  as  manv  :  but  this  must  have  been  at  a 
very  respectful  distance,  for  no  blood  was  lost  on 
our  side  !  Tliat  thev  hail  skirmishins;  is  true. 

Algiers  is  an  immense  pile  of  brick  and  lime,  ce- 
mented in  a  mass,  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  resemb- 
ling a  marble  fjuarry  v.ith  excavated  cells.  This 
figure  you  will  more  easily  understand,  when  I  tell 
you  that  the  roofs,  or  rather  toj)s  of  the  houses,  are 
flat,  and  connected  with  each  other  in  such  a  manner 
that  a  man  might  walk  from  wall  to  wall  without 
touchine:  i^^i  to  the  irround  in  almost  any  direction 
in  the  city.  The  streets,  or  rather  covert  ways,  are, 
in  general,  not  more  than  six  feet  broad  :  the  broad- 
est will  admit,  with  much  difficulty,  a  loaded  camel 
in  tlie  centre,  and  a  footman  on  each  side.  They 
are  almost  unilormly  covered  with  projected  stories 
of  thii  houses,  forming  in  some  places  arches  and  in 
nthcrs  planes,  and  hiding  the  sun  at  mid-day. 
There  is  not  a  yard  in  the  w  hol^  city  :  eve  ry  convc 
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iiieucc  is  placed  witlihi  the  Avails  of  the  houses,  even 
the  commou  vaults  and  reservoirs  of  water  ;  and 
they  have  no  light  but  what  is  received  at  an  aper- 
ture in  the  centre  of  the  house  ;  generally  a  square, 
extending  from  the  top  to  the  ground  in  every  house, 
from  thirty  to  eight  or  ten  feet  in  proportion  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  house,  forming  at  once  the  court 
and  galleries.  On  each  side  of  this  area  from  two 
to  four  stories  are  rooms  I'or  every  purpose. 

The  city  is  croiided  with  imperious  Turks,  beg- 
garly Moors,  and  savage  Arabs,  distinguised  from 
each  other  by  their  dress,  or  rather  undress.  The 
Turks  in  short  jackets,  something  like  those  of  our 
seamen,  without  sleeves,  embroidered  w  ith  spangles 
of  gold,  wrought  in  a  variety  of  figures  on  the  edges 
and  sides  :  a  species  of  open  trousers  of  dillerent 
cloths,  fine  linen  or  muslin,  descending  to  the  calf 
and  tied  around  each  leg  :  a  sash  of  a  red  or  varie- 
gated silk  interwoven  with  gold  tinsel  wound  around 
^  the  small  of  the  body,  in  which  are  w  orn  a  sword 
'  and  brace  of  long  pistols  :  scpiare  toed  shoes,  naked 
legs  ;  head  shaved  and  bound  about  with  a  turban, 
lialf  a  dozen  yards  of  white  muslin  coiled  about  a 
small  red  cap,  wiiich  just  apjiears  at  top  :  the  beard 
suspended  upon  the  Ijreast.  The  Moorish  dress  dif- 
fers from  this  only  in  quality,  except  t];at  these  wear 
no  arms,  the  Turks  only  forming  the  military  of  the 
country.  The  Avabs  in  every  respect  resemble  the 
savages  of  America,  except  that  they  are  less  enter- 
prizing,  and  have  nothing  of  that  w  ild  magnanimity 
which  invigorates  the  free  born  sons  of  our  forests. 
The  ladies  of  Barbarv  seen  in  the  streets,  look 
like  walking  ghosts  swaddled  in  rags.  These  wear 
square  toed  shoes,  generally  without  quarters  or  very 
low  ones.  Above  tliese,  half  way  up  the  leg  they 
are  uncovered :  then  commence  writhes  of  muslin  like 
sailors'  trousers,  looselv  twisted  about  each  les:,  tied 
at  the  bottom,  and  in  this  kind  of  coil  ascending  a- 
bout  tw  o  spans  from  the  first  joint  above  the  ancle, 
and  forming  a  junction  ;  now  becoming  an  immen<^e 
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bag,  it  ascends  iu  irregular  plaits  till  it  gatiiei's  round 
the  waist  and  divides  the  upper  from  the  nether  re- 
gions of  the  body.  Over  this,  suspended  like  cur- 
tains from  the  head  to  the  ground,  roll  huge  dirty 
folds  of  flannel  or  muslin  blankets.  Around  the 
mouth,  chin  and  forehead,  are  handkerchiefs,  close- 
ly svrathed,  Jiiding  the  whole  face  except  a  necessa- 
ry aperture  for  the  admission  of  light.  Thus  rig- 
ged, nothing  can  be  seen  of  them  abroad  but  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye. 

Not  so  the  daughters  of  Abraham.  Their  bare, 
Ziroad,  brown  faces,  form  a  contrast  to  the  Turkish 
women  as  much  on  the  other  extreme.  They  ap- 
pear dirty  as  brutes  and  as  brazen  as  impudence. 
Common  fame  slanders  them  as  accessible.  It  may 
be  so  ;  but  of  this  I  shall  never  Iiave  other  demonstra- 
tion than  the  scandal  of  common  fame :  for,  beside  the 
prohibition  imposed  on  my — curiosity  by  a  TJnion^ 
magistrate,  I  have  a  moral  disgust  to  every  thing  of 
this  kind  which  is  dirty.  All  the  ladies  1  have  seen, 
if  their  beauties  were  consolidated,  would  not  create 
^sensibility  enough  in  my  heart  to  produce  a  ballad 
from  my  brain,  even  if  I  possessed  the  skill  and  feel- 
ings of  the  royal  grandson  of  Jesse.  The  description 
of  Algerine  habits  may,  with  very  little  exception,  ap- 
ply to  Tunis.  It  is  an  abominable  falshood  recorded 
by  geographers,  that  the  women  of  Tiiins  are  hand- 
some. Those  I  have  seen  in  the  streets,  and  more 
exposed  from  the  tops  of  their  lunises,  are  ill  shaped, 
short  and  dirty.  They  are  all  brown.  I  can  say 
little  of  their  manners  and  customs  :  cannot  howev- 
er but  take  notice  of  one  very  remarkable  custom, 
which  I  consider  a  very  laudable  one;  this  is  a  habit 
the  widows  liave  of  repairing  at  least  once  a  week  to, 
and  weepiug  over,  the  graves  of  (heir — husbands,  c- 
ven  after  they  have  been  a  month  dead  !  ! 

Of  the   streui^th.    commcico,    manufactures    and 
eneral  manners  of  these  Ilegeiicies,  it  is  hoped  a  fu- 


A  pun  :  he  having  been  married  in  Unioriy  (Ct.) 
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ture  opportunity  will  afford  some  entertainment  and 
information.  I  will  now  only  remark,  (for  this  is 
something  remarkable f)  that  there  are  no  lawyers  in 
the  country  :   but  it  is  cursedly  infested  Avith  priests, 

Apropos  :  this  brings  me  to  a  general  religious 
subject.  I  once  formed  a  resolution  to  dispute  with 
no  man  on  religious  subjects.  The  resolution  was 
well  formed  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  regret  having 
ever  in  any  instance  departed  from  it.  I  here  re- 
new it.  Religion  is  a  necessary  guide  to  human  ac- 
tions, an  anchor  of  hope,  a  dernier  resort  from  the 
evils  of  this  illusive  life  ;  and  both  humanity  and 
good  manners  forbid  an  attempt  to  deprive  a  bewil- 
dered mortal  of  a  sanctuary  so  hospitable,  let  vision 
shape  it  in  what  manner  it  will. 

There  are  perhaps  but  few  among  the  vast  mass 
of  men,  who  are  void  of  religions  principles^  wiio 
have  philosophy  or  resolution  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tions which  the  sensations  of  every  day  convey  to 
the  mind  :  hence  most  men,  who  have  not  a  sacred 
regard  for  religion  of  some  kind,  are  dissolute  in  their 
manners  ;  and  those,  who  effect  to  despise  it,  are  a- 
bandoned  to  every  vice  which  sense  invites  and 
which  darkness  can  hide  from  the  penetration  of  jus- 
tice. 

I  w  as  once  a  Christian,  and  believed  in  miracles  : 
became  a  deist  from  the  absurdity  introduced  to  that 
system  b-y  the  hypocricy,  bigotry  and  ignorance  of 
priestcraft  :  am  now  again  a  Christian,  from  a  con- 
viction of  the  simplicity  and  excellence  of  its  morali- 
ty, its  manly  iiidep€ndence,  and  its  immortal  Jiope. 
I  have  also  political  reasons.  In  a  country  where 
Christianity  is  the  prevailing  religion,  every  honest 
patriot  should  be  a  Christian,  to  prevent  that  mischief 
which  hypocrites  and  knaves,  both  political  and  di- 
vine,  are  capable  of  committing  under  the  garb  of 
.Christianity. 

The  common  mass  of  mankind  are  always  more 
or  less  influenced  by  that  blind/azY/t  which  they  are 
willing  to  pass  for  religion,  and  which,  perhaps,  they 
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believe  so^,  for  ignorance  lias  less  hijjwcricy  tlian  tt'i^- 
dom  :  and  to  wliatever  form  of  faith  their  zeal  or  cap- 
rice may  induce  them  to  incline^  they  pay  homage  to 
it  in  their  superiors. 

An  additional  argument  is,  that  every  good  man 
and  lover  of  his  country,  oit^es  it  as  a  duty  to  his 
country f  to  conform  to  its  religion  in  so  great  a 
measure  as  not  to  lose  his  influence,  even  if  he  sacri- 
fice to  ignorance  :  because  the  balance  of  influence 
should  always  be  held  by  honest  men,  and  this  tends 
to  secure  it. 

If  a  designing  hypocrite  finds  a  necessity  of  blast- 
ing the  influence  of  an  honest  man,  of  wliose  integri- 
ty he  is  afraid,  he  can  no  way  do  it  more  eftectually 
than  by  denouncing  him  an  infidel. 

It  seems  to  be  a  principle  attached  to  the  coward- 
ice of  guilt  and  error  of  ign (nance,  to  approach  its 
judge  through  an  intermediate  being.  All  experi- 
ence demonstrates  this  fact  :  and  all  ages  of  men 
have  differed  on  this  principle  only,  in  the  being  they 
have  chosen  for  the  mediator.  Some  have  fixed  on 
an  ox  and  some  a  corpse  .•  some  have  considered  the 
sun  and  stars  the  representative  of  God,  and  some 
the  whirlwind  and  the  storm.  But  whatever  it  be,  if 
there  l)e  nothing  of  political  fraud  nor  corruption  in 
its  constitution,  it  should  so  far  have  the  countenance 
of  good  men  as  to  secure  to  society  the  benefit  of 
their  influence  :  and  I  believe  God  will  forgive  the 
idolatry  for  hiunanity^s  sake. 

Christianity  is  undoubtedly  the  most  pure  and 
simple  of  any  created  religion,  which  has  hitherto 
been  introduced  by  man.  I  say  created^  because 
truth,  and  of  course  true  veliglon,  must  liave  been 
more  ancient  than  the  existence  of  God  :  must  have 
governed  him  in  creation,  and  not  have  been  created 
by  him  :  Or  they  are  more  properly  nniqiie> 

I  find  no  potitical  reason  in  this  country  for  be- 
coming a  Mussulman  :  but  I  will  be  a  Christij^n  if 
ever  I  return  to  my  dear,  native  wilds. 
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You  will  object  to  my  system  because  it  comite* 
nances  liypocricy — Granted  :  but  is  it  not  a  refined 
hypocricy  which  shall  control  liypocricy  of  the 
grosser  sort,  to  subserve  mankind  ? 

I  have  spun  this  subject  far  beyond  my  intentions 
and  the  bounds  of  modesty  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  be- 
lieve I  am  not  aiming  at  preceptorial  consequence  :  I 
am  submitting  my  indigested  thoughts  for  your  crit- 
icism, correction,  or  sympathy. 

1  have  said  in  my  letter  to  Mrs.  Eaton,  which 
accompanies  this,  that  the  houses  of  Tunis  are  loWo 
The  consular  houses  are  exceptions.  These  are 
from  three  to  four  stories,  large  and  w  ell  built. 
The  American  house  is  the  largest  in  the  city  and  by 
far  the  handsomest.  It  is  four  stories  from  the  mag- 
azine ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  by  fifty  ;  built 
of  stone  and  lime,  and  well  finished,  upon  the  Euro- 
pean construction  :  but  it  has  no  chimney  nor  fire 
place,  except  in  the  kitchen.  It  has  one  and  twenty 
rooms  and  closets  on  the  floor  of  the  second  story, 
eight  of  them  large,  the  others  convenient  and  neces- 
sary. My  family  consists  of  a  young  gentleman 
from  Baltimore,  a  physician  and  a  philosopher,  who 
has  agreed  to  tarry  with  me  two  years  ;  an  interpret- 
er and  three  servants. 

Silence  and  solitude  reign  among  us.  From 
morning  till  midnight  here  is  nothing  to  interrupt 
study  and  rational  contemplation,  for  we  have  not  a 
"woman  in  the  house. 

It  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  got  through  w  ith  the 
business  of  my  negociation  with  the  Bey  and  Divan  : 
in  a  few  days  more  shall  close  my  dispatches.  Af- 
ter w^hich  I  promise  myself  much  satisfaction  in 
ranging  among  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  cities  in  this 
vicinitv. 

WIJ.LIAM  E<i 
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Extracts,  to  O'Brien. 

July  20th,  1791). 

THE  Bey's  Physician  dined  with  me  to  day,  and 
confidentially  told  me  that  the  Regency  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  declare  war  agtjinst  Spain ;  and 
only  Avaited  the  return  of  two  merchant  Tessels, 
which  had  gone  thither.  Speed  to  the  measure  !  It 
will  give  us  relief.  Pity  it  is,  that  the  Italians  were 
not  included  in  the  j^^^^'sonae  Iramatis,  .Mussulmen, 
catholics,  assassins,  thieves,  heggars,  pimps.  In 
Heaven's  name,  let  them  devour  each  other.  The 
w^orld  is  afflicted  with  their  abominations.  I  wish  I 
could  tliunder  with  a  voice  like  Jove  :  I  would  pro- 
ject electric  bolts,  omnipotent  among  them,  thicker 
than  the  stars  of  heaven  :  more  irregular  than  the 
dreams  of  guilt ;  pointed  with  blue  wrath,  terrible  as 
hell  :  and,  in  one  permiscuous  labyrinth  of  conta- 
geous  vengeance,  ingulf  them  :  and  would  then  peo- 
ple the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  with  a  new  race 
of  men,  upon  a  construction  of  my  own,  who  should 
never  suffer  lust,  nor  avarice,  nor  the  cholic. 

I  am  sorry  tliat  the  request  of  the  "  female  Bo- 
cris'^^  is  inadmissible,  being  much  disposed  to  serve 
them.  But,  I  have  already  employed  a  "  hack  san- 
saF'  from  among  the  dispersed^  who  serves  me  as  a 
drogoman,  broker,  footpa.'^e,  groom,  scullian,  bottle- 
washer,  aid  du  corps  and  physician  :  who  w  as  born 
in  Gibraltor,  is  free  of  London,  a  convict  from  Ire- 
land, a  burgomaster  of  Holland  :  was  circumcised  in 
Barbary  ;  was  a  spy  for  tlie  Devil  among  the  Apos- 
tles at  the  feast  of  Penticost,  and  has  the  gift  of 
tongues  :  has  travelled  in  all  Europe,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  hung  in  America,  for  I  intend  to  take 
him  there.  He  is  the  most  useful  scoundrel  in  thr 
Avorld.     He  interprets,  trades,   runs,  holds  a  horse. 

*  Two  ladies  in  Algiers,  who  •wished  E^ton  to  take   one  of 
tkeii' men  servants. 
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scrubs^  makes  punch,  intrigues,  iiglits  and  prescribes 
for  me,  for  the  moderate  sum  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  and  the  perquisite  of  purloining  every  thing 
which  I  cannot  miss.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  oblige 
the  ladies. 

Extracts  ;  to  Hon.   S.  Lyman,  Esq.  Spring fieUL 

April  26thy  1799. 

A  mind  accustomed,  in  a  country  like  ours,  to  feast 
on  the  calm  and  manly  happiness  of  contemplating,  on 
every  point,  his  fellow  men  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
equal  rights  and  equal  protection,  must  liere  be  al- 
most transported  to  madness  in  viewing  the  extremes 
of  intolerable  insoknce  and  of  the  basest  abjection 
which  every  where  exhibit  themselves.  ' 

Blindness  seems  peculiar   to  this   country.     The 
streets  are  crowded  with  blind  beggars,  sitting  wrap- 
ped about  with  miserable  blankets,  crying  for  chari- 
ty for  the  love  of  Mahomet.     I  believe  I  have  pass- 
ed an  hundred   of  these    wretches  in  half  a  mile's 
walk.     I  think  this   malady  may  be  imputed  to  the 
stimulating  effect  of  tobacco  smoke,  which  is   taken 
incessantly  among  the  men,    without  a  sufficient  use 
of  animal  food  to  restore  the   fluids  which  are  dissi- 
pated by  this  unnatural  stimulus.     The  use  of  tobac- 
co in  any  shape  I  believe  pernicious  to  the  human 
system.     Experience  has  taught  me  it  is  so  to  habits 
like  mine  :  and  observation  has   persuaded  me  it  is 
so  to  all  habits.     Yet  it  seems  to  fascinate  half  the 
world  of  mankind  :  but  in  no  place  arc  men  so  tobac- 
co-mad as  in  the  Turkish  dominions.     It  is  as  un- 
common to  meet  a  Turk  here  without  a  pipe   as  it  is 
to  meet  a  stripling  in  our  fashionable  towns  in  Amer^ 
ica  without  a  segar. 

To  George  Hough,  Esq« 

September  15ft,  1799. 
TIME  was,  friend  Hough,  when  you  and  I  laugh- 
^A  away   an  hour  as   happily  as  poor  men  could» 
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But  no  more  !  That  however  is  a  portion  of  the 
foMy  on  which  I  frequently  seize^  and  in  a  kind  of 
retrospective  pleasure  act  over  and  over  again,  to  fill 
the  vacuity  of  the  present. 

This  place  of  my  exile  furnishes  much  material 
for  contemplation,  but  very  little  of  enjoyment  ;  it  is 
therefore  among  the  ruins  of  departed  pleasures  that 
my  mind  retrogrades  for  subsistence  :  few  periods 
furnish  more  than  that  of  our  early  acquaintance. 

This  country  is  indeed  l^eautiful  and  naturally 
productive  of  every  thing  wlijcli  any  soil  or  climate 
on  earth  can  be  made  to  produce  ;  but  it  is  badly 
cultivated,  because  the  wretched  subjects  Avho  are 
parched  upon  its  surface  have  so  precarious  a  title 
to  the  produce  of  their  labor,  ihat  they  find  no  stim- 
ulus to  industry  and  enterprize.  A  naked  subsist- 
ence therefore  bounds  th^r  ambition,  and  a  confirm- 
e<l  state  of  oppression  has  settled  them  into  habitual 
indolence  and  contentment.  U|)on  the  vast  surface 
of  this  extensive  coast,  naturally  as  fertile  and  as 
generous  as  tlie  bosom  of  youth,  little  else  is  to  be 
seen  than  wandering  families  of  sunburnt  Moors, 
whose  only  houses  are  tents  of  camels  hair,  and 
whose  only  property  is  a  few  herds  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  a  little  poultry  and  a  patch  of  corn.  A  hand- 
ful of  olives  and  a  morsel  of  bread  serve  them  for 
tlieir  dailv  subsistence.  A  mat  of  reeds  furnishes 
their  bed,iheir  scat  and  tiieir  table  :  and  a  flannel 
blanket,  throv,  ii  loosely  about  them,  their  whole 
wardrobe.  The  simplicity  of  their  living  is  a  strik- 
ing proof  how  little  may  suffice  to  support  life  ;  and 
when  contrasted  with  the  tables  of  the  affluent, 
proves  also  hoAV  much  is  devoured  there  without 
ztst  and  without  cheer,  which  might  otherwise  re- 
lieve distress  and  gladden  the  Jieart  of  sorrow. 
They  seem  to  have  enough  and  to  be  happy.  They 
enjoy  perfect  health  ;  live  to  great  old  age,  and  then 
gradually  decline  away,  like  old  trees,  without  paii^ 
and  Avithout  even  a  consciousness  of  decay.  Such 
are  the  nativrs  of  tl^e  coimtry.     The  Turks  are   en- 
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tirely  a  different  species  of  men.     So  indeed  are  the 
inhabitants  of  tlitir  cities  and  walled  towns.     The 
city  of  Tunis  is  inhabited  by  a  morty  herd  of  ani- 
mals.    Here  within  the  circumference  of  about   sev- 
en miles,  three  hundred   thousand  souls  are  cram- 
ed  into  subterraneous  cells,  Jews,  Moors,   Italians 
and   Turks,  like    moles,  bats,   vipers  and  wolves. 
The   houses  are   generally   low,   built  of  brick   or 
mud  ;  their   walls   contiguous  to  each  other,  admit- 
ting the  light  only  through  an  aperture  in  the  top ; 
and,  tiie  narrow  streets  are  so  filled  by  the  otM  of 
two  or  three  thousand  years,  that  the  descent  to  the 
floor  in   many  of  them  is  from  one  to  two  or  three 
feet.     The  middling  and  poorer  people  have  but  one 
apartment,  an  oblong  square  arched  over,   about  fif- 
teen  feet  long  and  from  ten  to   twelve  broad.     The 
better   sort  have  square  houses,  with  an  open  space 
in  the  centre,  on  each  side  of  which  is  a  room    with 
necessary  apartments.     Here  and  there  are  elevated, 
among  these  dens,   spacious   stone  buildings  of  rich 
Turks  and  foreign  ministers  ;  huge   piles  of  castles 
and  enormous  mosques.     The  tops  of  the  houses  arc 
all  flat,  and  in  the  wet  season  of  the  year  are  covered 
with  vegetation,  which,  viewed  from  the   terrace  of 
the  American  house,  which  has  an  elevation  of  three 
story  above  the  ordinary  houses,  present  a  very  gro- 
tesque appearance.     Of  the  great  number  of  souls, 
who   inhabit  this  small  space,    one    half,  the   wo- 
men,   never   but   once,  during    their    whole    lives, 
go  without  the  walls  of  their  wretched  prisons  ;  and 
then  only  to  be  transplanted  into  a  confinement  which 
has  undoubtedly  more  allurements  but  stricter  vigils, 
the  house  of  a  husband  ;  and  never  without  the  walls 
of  the    city.     Add  to  this,  one   third  of  the  whole 
number,  the  mechanics,   who  never  during  life  go 
three  leagues  from  the   spot  of  their  birth.     Here 
then  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  animals,  in 
the  shape  of  human  beings,  who  vegetate  and  set  in 
the  same  sink.     The  small  number  who  venture  out 
r^oafine  their  travels  to  privateering  and  «ommercial 
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voyages,  within  the  confines  of  the  Mediterranean, 
or  to  the  semiannual  revolution  of  the  camp,  to  gath-' 
er  tithes  from  the  poor  natives. 

They  have  no  books  but  the  Alcoran,  which,  not 
one  in  a  hundred  can  read,  and  of  course  no  light  but 
divine  lights  which,  all  experience  teaches  us,  when 
admitted  in  exclusion  of  the  light  of  common  sense, 
guides  men  to  palpable  darkness.  From  these  prem- 
ises you  will  conclude  that  superstition  and  fanati- 
cism have  their  rankest  growth  here.  No — They 
are  ranker  in  Italy  and  Spain,  because  speculators  in 
divinity  have  more  influence  there  ;  but  here  they 
are  rank.  In  the  twilight,  (this  is  the  time  of 
prayers.)  when  parting  day  and  solitude  shed  a  kind 
of  solemnity  over  the  mind,  I  frequently  walk  upon 
my  house  top  and  view  the  animal  world  below. 
1  behold  at  the  same  instant  hundreds  of  souls  upon 
their  terraces  prostrating  themselves  at  the  shrine  of 
their  tutelar  deity,  while  in  the  cells  below  and 
mosques  is  heard  the  din  of  incessant  prayer.  With 
their  faces  (owards  Mecca,  tliey  kneel,  they  pray  ; 
fall  prostrate  on  the  ground  and  kiss  the  dust.  They 
continue  long  at  these  devotions.  IVith  sad  distor- 
tions of  countenance,  souls  a2;itated  with  holy  zeal, 
and  hearts  religiously  distended  with  hatred  towards 
the  unbelieving  dogs  who  are  not  blinded  with  their 
light,  tlu  y  bless  God  that  they  were  born  under  the 
influence  of  the  true  religion,  and  were  not  left  to  per- 
ish under  Christian  delusion.*  A  thousand  ideas, 
faster  tlian  I  can  digest  them,  rush  upon  my  mind  on 
these  solemn  occasions  :  and,  whether  from  pity  or 
from  sympathy  I  know  not,  my  soul  joins  the  torrent 
(;f  j)rayer.  '^  Incomprehensible  source  of  being  and 
perfection  !  Can  these  devotions  of  thy  creatures,  so 
sensible  of  tlieir  dependence,  however  darkly  ignor- 
ant they  are,    and   however  erroneous  they  may  be, 

*  I  asked  a  Turk  who  frequents  my  house  ifhe  would  go 
to  America  uiid  turn  Christian  ?  He  said  he  should  like  to  go 
there  ;  but  lor  a  thousand  worldi  he  would  not  turn  Christirin 
j*r.d  lose  his  swil. 


GEN.    EATON.  167 

eaa  they  be  less  acceptable  to  thee  than  the  sacrifices 
of  souls  more  refined,  offered  with  less  simplicity  and 
equal  arrogance  ?  Or  art  thou  moved  like  a  sec- 
tarian and  wrought  upon  by  a  rite  ?  Do  I  not  at  this 
moment  conceive  thee  addressed  through  a  million 
different  channels  ;  and  may  they  not  all  direct  their 
course  to  the  vast  ocean  of  thy  goodness  ?'^  But  these 
are  ejaculatory  enquiries  too  sacred  to  be  explained 
to  a  natural  man  :  I  leave  them  therefore  to  the  so- 
lution of  those  distinguished  ministers  of  light  who 
have  penetrated  the  arcana  of  God,  and  pursue  my 
observations  as  a  layman^  only  begging  the  iudul- 
gence  to  turn  the  period  of  my  prayer  with? 

"  Let  not  this  weak,  unknowing  hand 

Presume  tliy  bolts  to  throw  ; 
Nor  (leal  damnation  round  the  land 

On  each  I  judge  thy  foe." 

I  said  they  pray  with  their  faces  towards  Mecca. 
Can  you  be  persuaded  that  the  more  enlightened  of 
these  favorites  of  heaven  are  so  particular  in  this 
poiut  that  they  shape  their  position  with  a  compass  P 
It  is  true  !  The  tomb  of  our  savior  has  a  variation 
from  this  point  of  only  eighteen  degrees  from  that  of 
3Iahomet^  which  is  imperceptible  to  the  eye.  Should 
accident  or  ignorance,  on  these  occasions,  point  a 
Mussulman's  nose  towards  Jerusalem,  iealousv  misrht 
induce  the  prophet  to  consider  it  as  a  breach  of  good 
faith^  a  compliment  meant  to  his  rival,  and  an  insult 
offered  to  his  dignity^  whicli  would  incense  the  father 
of  gods  and  men  to  rain  wrath  upon  the  hapless 
subject  of  this  error.  In  Italy  this  same  equal  God 
would  pour  equal  wrath  upon  the  blasphemous 
scoundrel,  who  to  the  prejudice  of  the  true  Messiah 
should  pay  a  civility  to  the  memory  of  Mahomet  ! 
Man  !  Tliou  paragon  of  rational  inconsistency  ! 
How  grateful  ought  thou  to  be  to  thy  common  Fa- 
ther for  pitying  thy  weakness^  suffering  thy  absurdi- 
ties;, pardoning  thy  pride  and  withholding  from  ther 
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bis  bolts  of  vengeance  with  which  thou  wouldst 
reciprocally  destroy  and  reciprocally  damn  thy 
whole  race  ! 

The  ignorance,  superstitious  tradition  and  civil 
and  religious  tyrranny,  which  depress  the  human 
mind  here,  exclude  improvement  of  every  kind  ; 
consequently  the  same  habits,  customs  and  manners, 
which  were  observed  in  the  east  tliree  thousand  years 
ago,  are  still  prevalent  here.  Every  thing  is  done 
to  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage. 

The  Turks  are  the  lords  of  the  country.  They 
form  the  government  and  the  regular  military,  and 
although  they  bear  a  very  small  portion  to  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants,  every  thing  yields  to  their 
convenience  and  pleasure.  They  are  consequently 
imperious,  overbearing  and  insolent ;  regardless  of 
human  right  and  unmoved  by  human  misery.  They 
subsist  generally  by  plunder  of  some  kind  ;  either 
indirectly  upon  the  natives  of  tlie  country,  or  directly 
upon  the  effeminate  Christian  powers  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, with  some  one  of  wliom,  for  this  sole  pur- 
pose, they  are  perpetually  at  war.  The  government 
draws  its  support  from  the  same  sources  ;  and,  to 
the  shame  of  Christendom  and  humanity,  has  so  es- 
tablished the  system,  that  Europe  and  America  stip* 
ulate  its  guarantee  by  treaty  compact.  The  general 
principle  of  the  Barbary  Regencies  is  ihe  same. 

Algiers  has  seven  kings  of  Europe  and  two  repub- 
lics, besides  the  American  empire,  held  in  direct  or 
indirect  tribute.  Yet  1  consider  Algiers  far  from  be- 
ing invulnerable  from  the  mof-t  inconsiderable  of 
those  powers.  Tunis  is  but  little  less  arrogant, 
though  far  less  formidable.  What  can  induce  these 
submissions  ?  A  groveling  policy  in  the  more  north- 
ern states  of  Europe,  founded  on  commercial  rival- 
ship,  of  feeing  these  pirates  to  raise  impediments  to 
each  other,  and  a  cowardly  cileminacy  which  has 
long  since  unmanned  Spain,  Italy  and  the  Islands  in 
their  dependencies,  and  which  has  cultivated  a  spir- 
it of  tame  submission.     What  should  have  brought 


GEN.    EATON.  l69 

America  into  the  measure  ?  Covetousnesk,  jealousy 
of  their  own  government  and  illfounded  credulity  in 
foreign  intervention.     Had  the  government  of  the  U- 
nited  States   persevered  in  their  first  resolutions  of 
showing  a  force  in  this  sea,  we  might  have  held  our 
own   terms  :  but,   to  save  the  expense  of  that  arma- 
ment, we  have  expended  as  much  cash  in  negocia- 
tion  as  its  equipment  would  have  cost  :  we  have  en- 
tailed on  ourselves  and  posterity  the  payment  of  a 
tribute,  which,   with  freiglit  and  insurance,    will  a- 
mount  annually  to  forty  thousand  dollars  ;  and  we 
have  obtained,  with  two  of  these  regencies,  a  preca- 
rious peace.     I  say  jjrecamons,  because  all  experi- 
ence teaches   us  that  no  peace  between  nations    can 
be  permanent,  which  is  not  guaranteed  by  mutual  in- 
terests or  equal  force,  longer  than  wliile  the  imposing 
power  is  paid  an  equivalent  to  the  probable  advanta- 
ges of  breaking  it.     These  Kegencies  will  fabricate 
pretexts   for  accumulating  their  claims  upon  us,  so 
long  as  we  shall  have  a  commerce  in  this  sea   worth 
these  sacrifices  to  their  avarice  for  its  protection,  and 
we  remain  apparently  in  a  situation  to  give  it  no  oth- 
er more   eftectual   protection.     We  have,  therefore, 
only  this  choice  of  measures,  to  concede  uncondition- 
ally to  their  demands,  or  to  effectuate  different   hab^ 
its  of  feeling  among  them  towards  us   from  the  pres- 
ent, by  showing  a  force   here.     We  have  no   other 
alternative.     It  is  indeed  an  erroneous  calculation  to 
seek  to  save  the  expense  of  this  kind  of  protection  by 
stipulating  payments  to  a  gang  of  fearless  robbers, 
whose  avidity  for  plunder  is  as  insatiable  as  death  5 
not  to  say  any  thing  of  the   national  degradation  col- 
lateral to  this   measure.     My   fellow  citizens   then 
may  reconcile  themselves  to  open  their  purses  to  buy 
otto  of  roses  to   perfume  Mussulmen's  beards,  or  to 
open  their  gun  ports  to  protect  their  purses  and  re- 
deem  their  reputation.     For  my  own  part  it  grates 
me  mortally,  w  hen  I  see  a  lazy  Turk  reclining  at  his 
ease  upon  an  embroidered  sopha,  with  one  christian 
slave  to  fan  away  the  flies,  another  to  hand  his  oof- 
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fee,  and  a  third  to  hold  his  pipe  ;  and  when  1  reflect 
that  the  sweat  of  my  countrymen  contributes  to  pro- 
cure him  this  ease.  It  is  still  more  grating  to  per- 
ceive that  the  Turk  believes  he  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand this  contribution,  and  that  we,  like  Italians, 
have  not  fortitude  to  resist  it.  England,  at  present, 
seems  to  be  the  only  nation  of  Europe  suitably  re- 
spected by  these  Regencies  !  The  lion  of  England 
shows  them  his  teeth.  Algiers  feigns  a  friendship 
for  the  United  State,  for  the  same  reason  that  an  old 
bawd  falls  violently  in  love  with  a  young  factor  ; 
she  has  got  hold  of  liis  purse  strings  and  is  determin- 
ed to  pick  his  pockets.  It  is  but  justice  to  say  of 
Tunis  that  it  has  a  wise  and  an  amiable  prince,  but 
he  entertains  no  adequate  ideas  of  the  importance  of 
the  United  States  :  he  cannot  discriminate  between 
Mediterranean  and  transatlantic  Christians.  When 
I  talk  to  him  of  the  strength,  independence  and  en- 
terprise of  my  country,  he  leers  at  it  :  I  hope  he  may 
be  taught  to  think  more  justly  of  us. 

Were  I  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  insults,  aggres- 
sions and  barbarities  which  these  pirates  are  every 
day  practising  upon  their  tame  Christian  neighbors, 
you  would  be  astonished.  It  is  a  common  thing  a- 
mong  them  to  take  masters  and  seamen  out  of  the 
merchant  vessels  in  their  harbors,  and  unmercifully 
bastinade  them  for  refusing  any  thing  required  of 
them  iiowever  trilling  or  howevei*  extravagant.  I 
think  it  would  throw  me  into  a  perspiraticm  to  see  an 
American  treated  in  this  manner.  Yet,  if  found 
here,  they  are  as  subject  to  it  under  existing  circum- 
stances as  any  other  Christians. 

I  can  iix  no  period  to  the  probable  time  of  my   se- 
clusion from  society  and  happiness.     Please  to  men- 
tion me  agreeably  to  your  lady  ;  and  believe  me  to 
be,  my  dear  sir,  as  cordially  and  as  sincerely  as  ever, 
Four  friend  and  humble  servant^ 

WILLIAM  EATON. 
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Extract  :  To  Mr.  Pickering.  ("Private, J 

FROM  the  similarity  of  soil  and  cli- 
Hiate  between  this  country  and  some  parts  of  the 
United  States,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  datey 
fig  and  olive  tree,  may  be  successfully  cultivated  iu 
our  country. 

The  date  seeks  a  dry,  hot  bed  of  sand  :  it  grows 
where  no  other  vegetation  is  seen.  The  pine  bar- 
rens of  Georgia  would  be  peculiarly  friendly  to  this 
tree.  It  is  produced  from  the  seed ;  is  slow  in 
growth,  but  very  durable.  It  very  much  resembles 
in  appearance  tlie  cabbage  tree«  The  fruit  is  very 
nutritive  :  many  people  upon  the  borders  of  the 
desert  subsist  almost  entirely  upon  it.  It  is  used  as 
a  dessert  at  many  tables.  I  send  a  few  seeds  by 
Mr.  Shaw  ;  and  could  wish  that  an  experiment 
might  be  made  with  them  by  putting  them  into  the 
hands  of  a  Georgian,  who  extends  his  ideas  of  agri- 
cultural improvement  to  the  Yazoo  grants,  and  a 
hundred  years  into  futurity.  The  tree  requires  wa- 
tering in  the  hot  seasons.  The  fig  also  fiourishes  in 
a  sandy  soil  :  it  requires  less  moisture  than  the  date. 
,The  wild  fig  grows  spontaneously  upon  the  islands 
on  the  coasts  of  Georgia  ;  which  is  a  sufficient  proof 
that  the  true  may  be  cultivated  there.  If  the  scion 
can  be  grafted  I  intend  trying  the  experiment  of  in- 
troducing it  to  America.  The  healthy  properties  of 
this  fruit  are  known  to  every  body.  When  green,  as 
well  as  dry,  it  forms  an  agreeable  dessert. 

The  olive  requires  a  tenaceous  soil ;  but  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  plains  of  this  country  being  ver- 
dant with  them,  when  there  has  not  fallen  a  drop  of 
rain  for  more  that  fifteen  weeks,  proves  that  the  tree 
can  subsist  with  very  little  moisture.  The  marly 
soil  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  and  the  clay 
bottoms  of  the  Southern  States,  would  be  most  prob- 
;ably  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  the  olive.     It  ji€ 
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produced  from  the  slip  :  it  is  of  slow  growth  ;  bat  it 
lives  to  aa  amazing  age.  We  see  olive  groves  here 
which  from  the  ruins  of  walls  that  enclosed  them, 
appear  to  have  been  planted  by  Europeans  ;  and 
which  are  yet  fruitful.  There  is  no  need  that  any 
thing  should  be  said  of  the  produce  of  this  tree 
neither  as  it  respects  the  sustenance  of  life  nor  as  a 
source  of  wealth.  I  contemplate  attempting  to  in- 
troduce this  tree  also  to  America  if  circumstances 
should  operate  to  favor  the  project.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  project  has  been  assayed.  Whatever  may 
be  the  success  of  it,  the  anticipation  that  future  gener- 
ations may  see  sources  of  life  and  wepJth  covering 
the  immense  sand  and  clay  barrens  of  our  country, 
which  now  present  a  discouraging  surface,  is  an 
agreeable  subject  of  contemplation. 

To  Mrs.  Eaton. 

Tiinisy  April  iSth^  1800. 
I  AM  at  this  moment  exceedingly  press- 
ed with  business,  having  with  me  two  ships  loading 
for  Europe,  and  having  communications  to  make  to 
government  of  the  ultimate  result  of  my  exertions 
the  last  year.  Every  tJiiug  is  well  with  me,  both 
public  and  personal.  I  have  received  the  full  ap- 
probation of  the  President  on  tlie  manner  in  which  I 
have  conducted  tlie  aflairs  of  the  United  States  in  a 
very  critical  moment  ;  and  the  warm  expressions  of 
friendship  of  Mr.  Pickering  in  a  private  letter  from 
him  on  the  sul)ject.  I  should  not  mention  these 
things,  but  I  suppose  a  man  may  be  a  little /a7w?7mr 
with  his  wife  without  being  charged  with  vanity. 
Besides,  I  know  you  feel  every  thing  which  touches 
me.  My  prospects  of  commerce  are  truly  flatter- 
ing ;  and  my  health,  thank  God,  was  never  better. 
You  have  wept  for  me,  Eliza.  God  will  let  us  re- 
joice together.  1  am  more  and  more  persuaded 
f  jiat  th?ve  is   a   superintendant  power,    a  Being  of 
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justice,  who  regards  human  affairs,  and  who  maketh 
the  upright  exertions  of  a  man  to  prosper. 

To  Mr.  Pjckering.  C  Private  J 

Tunis,  May  iSth,  1800. 
I  READ   your  friendly  letter  of  iMh 
January,  with  infinite  satisfaction  and  a  due  sense  of 
gratitude.     I  am  not  less  sensible  to  the  honor  done 
me  by  the  approbation  the  President  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  confer  on  my  conduct  here. 

I  am  happy  the  discretion  I  used  in  drawing  an  out- 
fit* did  not  incur  censure.  The  situation  in  which  I 
found  myself  on  arriving  here  rendered  some  such 
expedient  necessary.  It  was  not  without  hesita- 
tion I  adopted  it,  not  feeling  confident  that  my  de- 
ductions from  your  comments  would  be  admitted  ; 
knowing  however,  that,  if  not  finally  alloAved,  it 
might  be  placed  to  my  debt  on  account  of  salary. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  note  here,  what  I  do  not 
cliuse  should  appear  in  my  official  communications, 
unless  a  question  be  made  on  the  subject,  that  the 
British  consul's  stated  salary  is  800/.  sterling  per  an. 
9.nd  perquisites  of  office,  last  year,  nearly  12001, 
The  Dutch  consul's,  who  is  charge  des  affairs  for  the 
Emperor  and  Repu1)lic  of  Ragusa,  about  3000  dol- 
lars ;  perquisites  of  office  more  than  three  times  this 
sum  last  year  ;  Ragusa  being  the  principal  carrier 
for  Tunis  ;  and  the  consul  receiving  five  per  cent  on 
the  freight  of  their  vessels  :  (the  British  Consul  als<> 
takes  five  per  cent :)  the  Danish  Consul  about  3000 
dollars  :  the  Spanish  Consul  4000  dollars  and  all 
expenses  defrayed  by  government,  even  his  ward 
robe  :  the  Swede  about  3000  dollars. 

From  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  my  table  the 
last  year,  I  find  its  amount  D. 1,970  48  cts.  exclusive 
of  clothing,  horsekeeping  and  domestics'  salaries, 
^ly  house,  however,  the  last  year,  has  been  a  cara- 
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vansary.  Every  body,  who  had  the  ear  of  the  Bey, 
whether  Christian  (Famin  excepted)  or  Mussulman, 
(the  latter  have  no  scruples  to  a  glass  of  wine  under 
a  christian  flag,)  have  been  my  "  good  friends.'^ 
For  this  sum  a  family  might  have  been  subsisted. 

Market  provisions  are  much  dearer  here  than  in 
Algiers  ;  say  83  1-3  per  cent.  Ought  not  the  sala- 
ry to  be  in  proportion  ?  The  consular  houses  are 
much  more  in  stile.  If  the  American  be  singular  in 
his  resourses  this  will  not  be  admitted  as  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  his  being  so  in  his  expenses.  The  ovd^t 
helped  me.  The  surplus  of  furnishing  the  house 
and  what  cash  I  brought  out,  I  embarked,  incog, 
in  trade  with  an  English  gentleman  :  and  it  has  suc- 
ceeded beyond  my  calculation.  I  was  compelled  to 
do  this  or  go  into  debt. 

To  Mr.  Pynchon. 

Tunis ^  May  2Sd,  1800. 
IT  was  not  my  intention  to  write  you  by 
this  opportunity,  because  my  vacant  head  could  in- 
dict nothiug  worth  your  reading.  But,  rummaging 
this  morning,  among  old  passports,  bills  of  health, 
manifests,  protests,  okl  letters  and  manuscript  chaos 
of  my  own,  I  found,  in  a  mutilated  state,  the  original 
of  the  enclosed  scrap.  They  are  rhapsodies  which 
occurred  at  the  instant  of  hearing  of  tlje  death  of  the 
best  and  greatest  mere  man  who  ever  died.  On  a 
review  of  it  I  like  it  ;  not  because  it  is  poetical  or 
elegant ;  but  ])ecause  it  is  a  strong  expression  of  the 
impression  the  intelligence  made  on  my  mind.  I 
send  it  to  you  that  it  may  be  printed,  under  your  in- 
spection, in  the  waste  Corner  of  a  Newspaper.  It 
savors  a  little  of  heathenism^  but  not  in  the  least  of 
atheism  nor  democracy. 
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WASHINGTON'S  Reception   in   Elysium. 

IT  was  a  glad  morn  when  great  Jove  announced, 
4<  Our  glorious  Washington  arrives  to  day." 
A  thousand  suns,  to  grace  the  arch  of  heaven, 
Were  lighted  into  lustre  on  the  occasion  ; 
And  stars,  that  twinkled  through  the  beams  of  day, 
Were  ranged  to  add  a  brilliance  to  the  grandeur. 

A  barge,  constructed  of  the  deals  of  life. 
Manned  by  eight  heroes*  spirits  ;  antient  half. 
Half  modern  ;  David,  Israel's  royal  warrior  ; 
Cyrus  the  Persian  Conqueror  ;  Philip's  son  ; 
And  Rome's  first  Emperor,  rnighty  Julius  C.^sar  ; 
Alfred  the  Great ;  Lewis  the  boast  of  France  ; 
Peter  the  Czar,  and  Prussia's  deathless  Frederic  j 
Drake  at  the  helm  ;  bore  him  across  the  Styx. 
Phocion  and  Fabius,  Charlemagne  and  Warren, 
Stood  and  received  him  on  the  other  si  ^e  ; 
And  led  him  through  Avcrnus.     On  the  fields 
Of  fair  Elysium,  ranged  in  open  order. 
With  arms  presented,  stood  the  host  of  heaven. 

As  he  approached  the  right,  a  signal  given, 
The  park  celestial  thundered  a  salute. 

Once  more  were  seen  his  loved  comp>atriots, 
Heroes  who  bled  on  young  Columbia's  plain?,  ' 

Proceeding  joyful  in  their  General's  train. 

As  he  drew  near  the  city,  every  gate 
Was  thrown  wide  open.     On  the  lofty  rampai-ts, 
Celestial  myriads  crouded,  gazed  and  shouted. 
While  all  heaven's  batteries  thundered  a  salute.. 

A  million  virgins  o'er  the  gilded  pavements 
Spread  laurel,  cassia,  aromatic  flowers  ; 
And  sang,  once  more,  "   The  conquering  Hero  coiwes." 

Great  nature's  monarch  from  his  pearly  throne 
Rose  gracious  ;  and,  all  affable,  half  bending. 
Half  did  him  homage,  while  he  bade  him  wellcome  : 
And  all  the  court  of  Jove  respectful  bowed. 

All  night  old  Franklin,  seated  on  a  cloud, 
Displayed  illuminations  through  the  realm. 

Such  the  respect  the  great  accord  to  goodness. 
And  such  the  joy  which  filled  the  etherial  courts. 
When  WASHINGTON  received  a  crown  immortal. 

But,  o'er  the  Western  hemisphere  of  earth, 
That  day  was  veiled  in  sadness  ;  poignant  grief, 
Unknown  till  then,  oppressed  a  nation's  breast ; 
And  half  a  world  o'erw  helmed  in  mighty  sorrow. 


176  LIFE    OF 

Weep  not,  Columbia,  that  thy  Son  and  Soldier/ 
Ascends  to  glory  unalloyed,  eternal.  V 

Wouldst  thou  confine  a  soul  like  his  to  earth,         \ 
Where  black  ingratitude  and  envy  reign 
In  half  the  hearts  of  men  I  Perhaps  lie  still 
Remains  thy  Guardian  Genius  and  thy  Friend. 
Most  sure  1  am  heaven  can  bestow  no  gift, 
No  honors  grant,  confer  no  dignity, 
So  grateful  half  as  this  ;  reward  so  am^le 
For  all  his  toils  and  virtues  as  a  man, 
And  sure  I  am,  there's  no  competitor, 
In  heaven  or  earth,  that  can  with  him  contest 
The  claim  to  chis  distinction  and  deposit. 

Weep  not,  Columbia,  Washington  is  still 
Thy  Guardian  Genius  thy  immortal  Guide.* 

Barbartj,  March  \sty  1800. 

To  Mr.  Harris. 

Tunis,  June  iSth,  1800. 
THE  death  of  our  Patriarch  had  been 
told  through  this  region,  before  your  letter  announc- 
ed it.  You  have  wept  in  America.  You  have  had 
cause  .  The  world  should  weep.  Man  has  lost  a 
friend  !  As  a  man  and  as  an  American^  I  feel  a  deep 
impression  of  manly  sorrow.  Eut  as  a  christian,  and 
an  admirer  of  that  extraordinary  man,  I  am  glad  he 
has  ascended.  He  lived  enough  to  glory  !  enough 
to  usefulness.  It  were  unkind  to  wish  him  longer 
from  home  :  we  owe  infinite  gratitude  to  heaven  for 
lending  him  so  long.  He  has  left  us  the  immortal 
monumenis  of  his  virtue.  He  has  left  us  his  exam- 
ples. Hii  has  left  us  a  country.  Long  as  America 
retains  a  single  symptom  of  patriotism,    honor,  or 

*  See  his  valedictory  address  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  1796.  Bead  ii  in  thy  holy  filaccs.  Hind  it  about  thy 
ne(k.  Print  it  on  the  tablet  of  thy  heart.  It  shall  keep  thee 
from  the  strani^e  ivoman.i  It  shall  deliver  thcc  from  the  I/ar- 
lot\  that  lieth  in  wait  for  thy  solil. 

t  Sister  France  I 

t  Mother  Biitain  I 
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truth,  SO  long  her  citizens,  oft  as  the  name  of  Wash- 
ingtoii  occurs,  shall  feel  their  own  virtues  reinforced, 
and  blush  at  corruption  :  even  depravity  itself  shall 
feel  a  dignified  pride  from  the  reflected  honor  to 
have  been  born  in  a  country  which  bore  such  a  son. 

Treachery  and  fraud  will  be  repulsed  at  the 
idea  that  the  spirit  of  Washington  witnesses  their 
intrigues.  America  has  lost  b.  friend  and  a  father. 
Heaven  has  acquired  an  ornament  and  a  son. 

N.  B.  Do  not  forget  to  send  me  a  register.  The 
object  is  not  so  much  to  know  the  ^^  new  moons  and 
appointed  feasts,''  as  the  departments  of  State,  war, 
navy,  members  of  Congress,  promotions,  depressions, 
bills  of  mortality,  births,  marriages,  revivals  of  re- 
ligion, extraordinary  instances  of  conversions  to  fed- 
eralism, epigrams  anecdotes,  recipes  to  cure  the  bite  of 
mad  dogs,  mad  politicians,  and  rattle  snakes,  (they  are 
all  a  bite,)  the  sting  of  scorpions,  plague  and  hypo  ; 
and  such  other  useful  and  wise  matters  as  "  the  gen- 
tleman^s  annual  pocket  remembrancer^^  generally 
contains. 

To  Mr.  Pickering.  {^Private,  J 

Tunis,  July  21  st,  1800. 
THE  morning  next  succeeding  the  de- 
parture of  his  Danish  Majesty's  Consul  General,  the 
Danish  Masters  of  vessels,  then  captured,  six  in 
number,  came  in  a  body  and  desired  me  to  redeem 
their  vessels.  It  was  untlerstood  that  they  could 
opon  a  credit  iu  Leghorn.  I  accordingly  went  to 
the  minister,  and  proposed,  in  my  own  name,  to 
purchase  the  Dauish  vessels.  He  closed  with  the 
proposal  and  appointed  his  agent.  I  examined  the 
vessels  ;  (they  had  not  been  then  plundered  ;)  and 
made  an  offer.  He  demanded  time  to  deliberate. 
In  the  interim  the  Danish  Captains  discovered  ap^ 
prehensions  of  danger  in  pursuing  the  project. 
My  word  was  passed  ;  and  my  only  hope  rested  in 
refusal  of  my  bid  on  the   part   of  the   Crovernment- 
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Famin  overbid  rae.  Grovernment  reported,  by  their 
agent^  his  bid.  To  which  I  replied  that  I  consider- 
ed the  business  at  an  end  on  my  part,  because  I  was 
fixed  in  my  first  bid  The  next  day  I  departed  for 
Biserte  :  bat  had  been  but  twelve  hours  there  when  a 
message  arrived  expressing  the  astonishment  of  the 
government  at  my  departure,  because  their  agent 
had  received  orders  to  close  loith  my  offer,  I  re- 
turned immediately  ;  finished  the  bargain,  and  fixed 
on  the  mode  of  payment.  I  now  reported  the  busi- 
ness to  the  Danish  Captains  ;  but  they  failed  alto- 
gether. I  now  found  myself  in  possession  of  six 
vessels,  purchased  on  credit,  in  a  situation  by  no 
means  eligible. 

To  Mrs.  EatOxN. 

Tunis,  August  i5th,  1800. 
YOU  will  probably  feel  anxious  to  know  by 
every  occasion,  the  situation  of  my  health  and  affairs, 
particularly  as  you  may  have  heard  tliat  the  plague 
is  in  this  city.  With  satisfaction  I  announce  to  you 
that  we  are  no  longer  alarmed  by  that  destroyer.  It 
is  now  six  days  since  any  accident  Ims  happened  ; 
and  we  have  a  flattering  hope  that  the  malady  has 
subsided  altogether.  I  am,  thank  God,  in  perfect 
health.  My  affairs  are  on  a  good  footing  :  my 
prospects  flattering.  My  resolutions  to  return  to  A- 
raerica  next  spring  fixed. 

Being  charged  with  the  affairs  of  the  Danish  u(^ 
tion,  I  redeemed  six  prise  vessels  for  their  Captains  ; 
but  they,  failing  in  payment,  have  abandoned  the 
vessels  to  me.  If  no  unforeseen  accident  befal  me, 
w?  may  count  on  a  speculation  here  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  on  a  moderate  calculation  :  and  the  business 
conducted  on  the  broadest  ])rinciples  of  equity  and 
honor.  I  purchased  on  credit,  of  the  Government  of 
Tunis.  No  man  has,  at  tliis  moment,  more  credit  nor 
influence  here  than  the  American  Consul.  After  a 
year  of  the   most  anxious   perplexity  and  concern, 
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fortune  began  to  play  into  my  hands,  and  the  fickle 
Goddess  has  almost  persuaded  me  that  she  will  not 
immediately  change  sides.  I  shall  be  careful  to  add 
my  exertions  to  hers  ;  and  without  some  unforeseen 
impediment ,  I  know  not  why  we  may  not  keep 
company  till  I  may  have  the  felicity  to  consign  the 
product  of  our  enterprises  to  a  Lady  of  a  much 
more  stable  and  constant  character  than  Dame  For- 
tune. In  short,  if  I  should  happen  to  make  a  hand- 
some property  here,  I  trust  no  candid  commentator 
will  say  I  have  not  merited  it. 

Does  any  body  know  in  America  what  lias  caused 
the  removal  of  my  respected,  loved,  honored /rie?i6^ 
Mr.  Pickering  ?  It  is  impossible,  if  any  thing  is  im- 
possible, that  he  should  be  capable  of  malfeasance 
of  office.  Pray  let  me  know  what  common  fame 
says  on  the  subject.  I  lament  his  disgrace  ;  for  I 
cannot,  without  strong  reasons,  ])elieve  he  has  merit- 
ed it.  If  that  man  be  not  faithful  and  just,  I  will  no 
more  hope  to  find  an  honest  man  among  the  race  of 
beings   on   whom   God  is  said  to  have   stamped  his 
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To  Mr.  Pickering. 

Tunis,  JSTovemher  ^th,  1800. 
MY  conjecture  has  been  on  the  rack 
and  turned  bankrupt  on  the  subject  of  your  removal. 
A  suspicion  of  delinquency  cannot  have  a  moment's 
existence  :  for,  if  this  were  true,  the  chief  Magis- 
trate would  not  lose  a  moment  in  justifying  himself 
to  the  public  by  exposing  facts.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  such  a  sacrifice  may  have  been  thought  necessa- 
ry to  the  security  of  an  impending  election.  Gen. 
Marshal,  it  is  presumed,  has  more  influence  to  the 
southward  than  his  predecessor.  And  who  can  say 
that  this  election  may  not  be  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  the  state  ?  And  if  so  "  it  is  exjiediejit  that  one  man 
should  die  fur  the  people  ;  and  that  the  whole  nation 
perish  not  V'  But  however  n^tcefiSSLry  such  an  election 
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may  be  to  the  safety  of  the  state,  I  am  apprehensive 
the  measure,  resorted  to  in  order  to  secure  it,  will  de- 
feat its  own  object.  Aristides  will  be  Aristides 
still ;  and  the  very  faction  who  wxre  tired  of  hearing 
him  called  the  just  will  honor  in  exile  whom  they 
dreaded  in  office ;  and  detest  the  hand  that  has 
wronged  him  ;  for  however  fond  men  are  of  pushing 
their  resentments  and  carrying  their  measures  by  all 
means,  they  cannot  but  hate  the  instrument  of  injus- 
tice which  favors  them.  The  chief  magistrate,  how- 
ever upright  may  have  been  his  motives,  will  add 
nothing  to  his  interest  from  opposition  ;  while  he 
hazards  to  alienate  his  supporters  by  an  act  which 
admits  a  suspicion  of  sinister  rather  than  patriotic 
views. 

To  Mrs.  Eatox. 

TurASf  JSToveinber  6th ,  1800. 
MY  last  letter  was  dated  15th  August. 
In  that  I  mentioned  tliati  had  redeemed  six  Danish 
prize  vessels.  But  I  have  restored  them  again  to 
their  original  proprietors.  Ask  you  why  ?  Because 
there  is  more  pleasure  in  being  generous  than  rich. 
I  could  undoubtedly  have  saved  eight  or  ten  thous- 
and dollars  by  the  speculation.  But,  "  man  ivants 
hut  little,  nor  that  little  long.'^  I  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  eighty  six  unhappy  captives  embark  in 
these  vessels  and  shape  their  course  for  their  native 
country. 

After  I  had  resigned  the  Danish  affairs  into  the 
hands  of  their  proper  Agent,  I  received  from  the  Ad- 
miral, charged  with  a  commission  to  arrange  exist- 
ing difficulties,  the  following  letter,  viz. 

^*  On  hoard  the  Factor  in  the  Road  of  Tunis. 

September  27th,  1800. 

BiR, 

I  shonlu  neglect  my  duty  if,  before  leav- 
JDg  this  Road,  I  should  refuse  myself  the  honor  and 
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the  pleasure  to  repeat  to  you  how  grateful  I  am  for 
the  services  you  have  had  the  goodness   to  render 
my  king  and  country,  both  at  the  time  of  our  misin- 
telligenee  with  Tunis  and  at  the   instant  of  negocia- 
ting  a  truce  ;  in  the  first  case  by  regarding  with  sin- 
gular  care  his  subjects  in   chains  here  ;  in  the  sec- 
ond by  aiding  with  your  light  the  measures  necessary 
to  produce  the  desired   accommodation.      I  am  here 
but  the  organ  of  my  sovereign,  to   whom  I   have  al- 
ready, by  my  first  reports,    communicated  what  you 
have  done  for  us.     The  multitude  of  objects  to  him 
then  submitted  did  not  allow  me  to  extend  this  sub- 
j  ect  to  the  extent  of  my  wishes  ;  but   certainly  I 
shall  not  fail  by  the  first  occasion  to  finish  the  agree- 
able part  I  have  begun.     And  I  flatter  myself,  Sir, 
on  my  return  here   to  be  specially   charged  by  his 
Majesty  to  give  you  assurances  of  his  sense  of  obli- 
gation.    Have  the  goodness  in  the  mean  time.  Sir, 
to  accept  the  particular  assurance   of  my  personal 
gratitude,  as  well   for  the  influence  you   have  been 
pleased  to  use  during  the  course  of  the  negociation 
of  which  a  happy  issue  is  the  eflTect,  as   also  for  the 
great  politeness  you  have  shown  myself  and  gentle- 
men under  my  orders  attached  to  the  service   of  his 
Danish  Majesty. 

With  perfect  esteem  and  consideration ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  he, 
Sir,  your  most  humble 

and  very  obliged  servant. 
rSignedJ     KOEFAED. 
To  Mr.  William  Eaton, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Tunis. ^^ 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cathcart 
to  Mr.  Eaton,  unfolds  a  curious  trait  of  Mahome- 
tan intolerance  and  swperstition. 

Tripoli,  Feb.  i^th,  1800. 
Capt.  Marco   being   detained  here  by 
contrary  winds,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  informing 
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you  of  the  following  facts,  by  which  yoa  will  be  eu* 
abled  in  some  measure  to  form  an  opinion  of  our 
Monarch's  character.  We  not  having  had  any  rain 
since  the  20th  of  last  April,  except  a  very  small 
shower  on  the  8th  of  December,  the  Bo%  the  ISth 
inst.  gave  the  following  ridiculous  order  :  that  all 
the  youth  of  the  city,  should  assemble,  and  each  take 
a  stone,  and  repair  to  tlie  Cadi's  seat,  where  he  ad- 
ministers justice  to  the  populace  ;  and  then  and 
there  heave  a  stone  at  him,  as  a  mark  of  the  just  de- 
testation the  Bashaw  has  for  all  acts  of  injustice  : 
and  although  he  could  not  prove  any  thing  against 
said  civil  magistrate,  he  >vas  led  to  believe  that  he 
must  have  committed  several  acts  of  the  most  flagrant 
injustice,  as  -nothing  less  could  have  incensed  the 
great  and  ouly  Allah  to  that  degree  as  to  cause  him 
to  withhold  his  bounty  from  this  great,  populous  and 
antient  Pachalic,  the  abode  of  the  faithful  and  ter- 
ror of  its  enemicF.  He  farther  ordered  that,  if  the 
Cadi  was  not  present,  they  should  cast  the  stones  at 
his  seat ;  which  would  be  sufficient,  as  the  prophet 
would  intercede  for  them  in  virtue  of  their  just  in- 
tention, without  insisting  on  the  rigor  of  the  act. 
The  boys,  through  ignorance  of  the  order,  or  malice, 
1  know  not  which,  proceeded  to  his  worship's  seat  ; 
and,  not  finding  him  tliere,  demolished  it,  and  filled 
>t  with  stones  :  and  then  went  in  a  body  to  his  dwell- 
ing house.  TJie  servants  being  apprized  of  their 
ooming,  barricaded  the  doors,  so  that  they  could 
jiot  get  in.  They  liowever  filled  tlie  door  with 
>itones,  until  it  was  rendered  unserviceable,  and  then 
retired  Avith  exultation.  This  happened  on  a  very 
cloudy  day,  wind  about  S.  S.  hi.  AvJiich  is  aland 
wind,  and  extremely  warm,  tlie  air  im|)regnated  with 
small  sand  from  the  desert  ;  the  whole  indicating  a 
thunder  storm  and  rain.  The  projdiet,  however, 
this  time  was  inexorable.  Tlie  wind  came  round  to 
the  N.  W,  and  fine  clear  weather  ensued.  On  the 
1 3lh,  wind  to  the  southward  as  before,  the  sun  obscur- 
ed wirJi  clouds  and  sand  indicated  rain.     The  Ba«h- 
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aw,  in  order  to  ensure  success  beyond  all  probability 
of  doubt,  ordered  the  boys  to  destroy  the  apparatus 
of  the  synagogue.  This  was  a  feast  for  them. 
They  went  in  a  body  around  with  stones.  The 
lamp  with  seven  branches  was  destroyed  :  the  holy 
oil  was  spilt :  the  tabernacle  was  polluted  :  the  holy 
writings  were  thrown  down  and  torn  :  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent  in  twain  ;  and  they  played  the  very 
devil  in  the  sanctum  sanctorum. 

When  the  populace  in  any  country  finds  them- 
selves vested  with  power,  they  generally  are  either 
ignorant  of  the  extent  delegated  to  them,  or  malicious- 
ly surpass  its  bounds.  The  boys,  not  content  with 
their  atehievment  at  the  synagogue,  went  into  sever- 
al of  the  Jews  houses,  and  broke  their  moveables, 
and  hove  stones  at  the  poor  creatures,  who  had  no 
other  alternative  but  a  precipitate  flight.  The  mar- 
aboots  paraded  the  streets,  and  marine,  and  threw 
stones  at  the  Jews  and  Christians,  in  sign  of  iheir  de- 
testation and  enmity  for  all  orders  of  men  but  those 
that  profess  the  true  Mussulman  faith.  An  impe- 
rial Captain  was  wounded  on  the  eye  brow  by  one 
of  those  holy  missile  weapons,  which  was  the  only 
Christian  that  was  corporally  hurt  by  this  ceremony  : 
but  our  feelings  must  have  been  callous  not  to  have 
sensibly  felt  the  horrors  of  our  humiliating  situation. 
Does  not  humanity  recoil,  my  dear  sir,  at  the  indig- 
nity these  poor  Jews  continually  suffer,  and  yet  they 
content  themselves  at  the  very  instant  of  receiving 
them,  by  planning  clandestine  schemes  of  retalia- 
tion ;  and  are,  or  seem,  perfectly  happy,  when  they 
have,  (by  the  practice  of  the  most  consummate  decep- 
tion, which  they  study  from  their  infancy)  over 
reached  or  taken  advantage  of  an  enemy  of  their  re- 
ligion, be  the  acquisition  ever  so  trifling,  they  retire 
to  their  dwellings  with  their  ill  acquired  gains,  and 
exult  in  an  atehievment,  the  perpetration  of  which 
Avith  us  would  be  branded  with  infamy. 

The  prophet,  who  had  been  in  the  dumps  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  Ramadan,  and  had  not  paid 
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the  least  regard  to  the  fasting  and  prostration  of  the 
true  believers,  was  now  so  pleased  with  the  persecu* 
tions  of  his  fellow  men,  that  he  interceded  so  effectu- 
ally with  the  immortal  Allah  !  that  the  windows  of 
heaven  were  opened  on  the  14th  inst.  and  the  rain 
descended  in  torrents,  accompanied  with  thunder 
and  lightning,  which  lasted  until  the  night  of  the 
I6th,  when  the  wind  coming  to  the  N.  W.  it  cleared, 
and  we  have  now  fine  weather.  The  Jews  are  of  o- 
pinion  that  their  holy  things  will  share  a  similar  fate 
every  dry  season,  and  that  this  will  be  quoted  as  a 
precedent. 
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EXTRACTS, 

"^ro  Gen.  Marshall^  Secretary  of  State. 

Tunis,  Sei^temher  2d,  1800. 
AT  the  sacrifice  of  eight  vessels  and 
cargoes^  and  61^440  Spanish  dollars  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  eighty  six  captives,  the  Danes  have  obtained 
n,  trace  with  the  Regency  of  Tunis  for  four  monthso 
A  liistory  of  this  two  month's  bloodless  v/ar  would 
exhibit  a  picture  worthy  of — Danes  ! 

France  on  the  other  hand  without  a  sacrifice  has 
obtained  a  truce  during  the  war  with  Europe,  and  a 
release  of  all  her  citizens  without  redemption. 

It  is  a  maxim  of  the  Barbary  States,  that  ^^  The 
Christians  who  would  be  on  good  terms  with  them 
mn^i  fight  ic ell  or  pay  well.^^  France  and  Denmark 
bear  testimony  to  this  maxim. 

The  six  Danish  vessels,  mentioned  in  a  former 
communication,  whicli  I  purchased  of  this  Regency 
for  the  owners,  I  have  restored  to  their  respective 
masters  on  condition  of  the  Commodore  redeeming 
mv  credit  and  reimbursius;  actual  disbursements. 

To  THE  Secretary  of  State. 

Tunis,  JVoveinher  isf,  1800, 
I  WAS  at  the  palace  this  morning  and 
yesterday.  Says  the  Bey  ;  ''  What  am  I  to  de- 
duce from  all  your  assurances  of  punctuality  on  the 
part  of  your  government  ?''  I  answered  :  your  Ex= 
cellency  will  have  the  good?\ess  to  believe  that  when 
information  of  oiir  definitive  arrangements  was  re- 
ceived in  the  United  States,  the  stores,  Avhich  we 
have  stipulated  as  tlie  condition  of  peace  with  you* 
were  sro wins;  on  our  mountpans,  at  the  sources  of 
our  rivers.  "  Am  I  to  suppose  then,^^  said  he  ! 
"*  your  guns  and  your  powder,  comprised  in  that 
stipulation,  Vi^ere  growing  on  your  mountains  ?  yoti 
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iind   no   difficulty  in  discharging  your  obligatiians* 
with  Algiers.     Do  you   suppose   me  less   able  thao? 
Algiers  to  compel  the    punctual  observance  of  trea- 
ties ?'^  By  no  means,  said  I  ;  if  we  have  been  more 
attentive  to  Algiers  then  to  you^  it  is  not  because  we 
consider  you  less   respectable,   but  more  just  than 
Algiers.     "  We  must  make  an  end  of  compliment  ;'^ 
said  he.     ''  It  would  give  me  pain  to   affront  you  ; 
but  facts  justify  the  conclusion,   that  if  you  suppose 
me  just,  you  study  to  amuse   my  justice.     Denmark 
may  furnish  you  a  caution  against  such   a  reliance.'' 
I  suppose^  said  I,  your  Excellency  can  have  no  doubt 
that  the   residue   of  our   peace   presents  have  long 
since  been  at  sea  :  but    the   winds  have  been  many 
days  against  us.    '*  They  have  been  against  ns  three 
years  ;'^  said  he.     Your  Excellency  will  recollect 
they  were  very  favorable  last  spring.     "  Not  so  fa^ 
vorable  as  I,  had  been  flattered  to  believe  they  would 
have  been;''  said  he.     What  can  be  done  ?  I  asked, 
shall  we  make  war  upon  the   elements  ?  ''  You  can 
chuse  your  measures  :  and  you  need  not  be  surprised 
if  I  reserve   to  myself  the  same   privilege;*'  he  an- 
swered.    Permit  me,  said  I,  to  demand  an  explana- 
tion of  this  entendre.     '•  Events    will   explain   it  y^ 
said  he.     I  observed  :  if  this  manner  of  evasion  cov- 
er a  menace  I  ought  to  know  it  for  my    government 
in  giving  passports  to   your   cruisers.     ''  In  this,'* 
said  he,   "  you   will   use  your  own  discretion.     If 
you  give  them  it  is    an   evidence   that   you   are   at 
peace  with  me.     If  you  refuse  them,  1  have  aotldng 
serious  to  apprehend   from   it."     Cutting  reply  !  to 
which  I  made  no  rejoindre.     I   could   draw  nothing 
direct  from  him.     1  do  not  know    whether   to  sound 
an  alarm  or  still  to  say,  all  is  well,     Dut  I   Vv^-nture 
to  repeat,  if  something  do  not  appear  soon  to  my  re- 
lief, I  shall  shortly  be  compelled,  instead  of  ordinary 
communications,  to  make  my   monthly  reports  of  A- 
merican  Slaves.     And  if  government  will   take  the 
trouble  to  review  my  letters  they  cannot  but  be  sensi- 
Me  that  this  event  has  less  resulted  from  any  delio.. 
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quency  of  my  communications  than  from  want  of 
suitable  respect  to  them.  I  pray  Heaven  for  the  spee- 
dy arrival  of  fhe  Ship  expected  from  New  York. 
Mean  time  I  am  at  loss  for  projects  to  amuse  the  Re- 
gency. Sidi  Joseph,  Sapitapa,  now  prime,  as  he 
has  long  been  principal,  minister  (Sidi  Mustapha 
Coggea  the  old  minister  having  died  the  10th  ulti- 
mo, aged  83)  has  a  large  Danish  prise  ship  spoiling 
at  Porto  Farina,  which  he  has  been  a  long  time  by 
his  commercial  agent,  teasing  me  to  buy.  I  am  re- 
solved to  enter  on  a  negociation  to  this  eifect.  j^nd 
if  I  can  obtain  a  credit  three  or  four  months  for  the 
amount  of  its  value,  which  cannot  exceed  four  or  live 
thousand  dollars,  it  may  divert  his  attention  from 
greater  objects.  And  if  1  should  make  a  sacrifice  in 
the  speculation  it  is  presumed  the  important  object  it 
aims  to  secure  will  induce  tlie  government  of  thf 
United  States  to  indemnify  me. 

To  THE  Secretary  of  Stat2:. 

Tunis,  December  StJiy  1800. 
ON  the  25th  ult.  it  was  intimated  to  me 
that  there  was  an  American  ship  in  the  road  of  Porto 
Farina.  Instantly  I  sent  off  an  express  to  enquire 
for  facts.  On  the  27th,  receired  a  note  from  Cap- 
tain Coffin  of  the  Anna  Maria,  informing  me  that  he 
had  been  ten  days  in  the  road  without  being  able  to 
communicate  witb  the  shore,  by  reason  of  the  weath- 
er, which  was  extremely  bad.  On  the  38th,  I  asked  a 
boat  of  the  Bey  to  board  her,  which  he  said  should  be 
ready  on  the  30th,  accordingly  on  the  30th,  I  embark- 
ed at  Tunis  in  an  open  boat,  and  arrived  on  board,  ten 
leagues,  at  eight  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  On 
the  morning  following,  1st  Decembei^  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  your  letter  of  30th  August,  covering  an 
invoice  and  bill  of  the  ship's  lading.  Yesterday  I 
returned  to  Tunis.  Such  part  of  the  cargo  as  was  be« 
tween  decks  was  chiefly  discharged  before  I  left  the 
f  hip.     The  quality  of  the  articles  aie  acknowledge^ 
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to  be  good  ;  but  it  is  objected  that  the  plank  and  tlie 
oars  are  too  short ;  and  the  government  affects  to  be 
dissatisfied  tiiat  the  keels,  guns,  and  pom^der  are  not 
come  forward.  I  believe  the  facts  to  be,  the  govern- 
ment are  dissatisfied  that  any  thing  has  come  for- 
ward. If  this  opinion  require  evidence,  I  consider  it 
sufficient  to  state  that  the  United  States  are  the  only 
nation  which  have,  at  this  moment,  a  rich  unguarded 
commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  that  the  Barba- 
ra Regencies  are  Pirates. 

I  take  to  myself  the  merit  of  having  once  more  at 
least  suspended  an  expedition  which  was  prepared 
for  us.  But  we  are  yet  deficient  ;  and  I  am  not 
without  apprehension  tiiat  tliis  deficiency  will  be  re- 
sorted to  as  a  pretext  for  surprising  our  merchantmen. 
In  which  case  they  might  do  us  incalculable  mis- 
chief. These  are  considerations  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, should  compel  exertions  to  fulfil  our  obliga- 
tions with  this  Regency.  I  have  very  little  prospect 
of  reducing  the  Bey's  claim  for  the  jewels,  although 
he  is  not  yet  informed  that  I  have  commissioned  for 
them.  The  immence  concessions  he  has  received 
the  summer  past  from  Spain.  Denmark,  Sicily,  and 
Sweden  have  so  dimiuishcd  the  condition  of  our 
peace  in  his  eye  that  he  says  it  is  a  trijiefor  so  great 
a  commercial  nation  in  consideration  for  the  advan- 
tages af  a  free  trade  in  this  sea.  Tiiis  government 
atfect  great  personal  respect  and  even  friendship 
forme  ;  it  is  the  assassins  decoy.  In  return  hoM- 
cver,  I  make  their  civilities  reciprocal.  But,  again 
I  repeat,  unless  our  government  change  their  mode 
of  intercourse  with  thes^  Regencies,  especially  with 
this  so  far  as  to  be  punctual,  I  have  no  means  of 
maintaining  the  peace  ;  audit  would  be  criminal  in 
me  to  amuse  the  government  with  such  a  confidence. 
The  Anna  Maria  will  probably  be  dischar2;ed  wilhip 
lier  lav  davs. 
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O'Brien  to  Eaton. 

Algiers,  October  idthf  1800. 
Sir, 

I  WROTE  you,  and  for \v aided youv  let- 
tersj  announcing  the  amval  of  the  V\^ashington  the 
17th  September.  On  the  9th  instant  said  ship  was 
ready  for  sea,  and  would  sail  on  the  10th,  for  the 
United  States  ;  but  the  Dey,  in  a  great  fury,  de- 
clared to  me,  that  if  said  ship  did  not  proceed  with 
his  ambassador  and  vegalia  for  Constantinojde,  he 
no  longer  held  to  his  friendship  witii  the  United 
States.  We  had  no  alternative  but  to  acquiesce;  or 
war  would  be  the  result,  and,  I  am  convinced,  de- 
tention of  the  ship  and  crew,  besides  every  other  lo5s 
from  a  sudden  surprise.  It  is  a  forced  business. 
The  ship  is  under  sail  and  is  to  return,  God  knows 
when  ;  but,  sir,  if  any  accident  hap])ens,  depend,  on 
the  first  news,  said  Potent  Dey  will  send  out  his 
corsaires  and  take  all  Americans  in  order  to  repay 
himself.  Tiie  ship  is  the  peace  of  the  United  States 
with  Algiers'^'  I  have  Iiad  a  severe  squall. 

On  the  1 1th  instant  arrived  the  ship  Ikutus,  Cap- 
tain  Browu.  The  Dey  will  insist  that  said  ship 
will  proceed  to  Rhodes  to  bring  him  a  cargo  of 
Turks.  Observe  said  ship  has  1056  cases  oil  and 
soap  on  board.  The  Dey  told  me  if  said  ship  did 
not  go  he  would  oblige  her  per  force.  No  pay. — No 
consideration  for  tlie  cargo.  Nothing  to  be  consid 
ered  but  the  Dey's  own  despotic  will. 

Crew  of  the  Washington,  131,       ) 
Ambassador  and    Suit,     100,      C  331, 
Negro  women  and  children,  100,   j 
4  horses;    150    sheep;  25   horned  cattle  ;  4i 
iyons  ;  4  tygers  ;  4    antilopes  ;  12  parrots:   funds 
and  regalia  amount  to  nearly  one  million   of  dollars. 
&c.  &c.     We  want  six  frigates  in   ihw  sea  to  waii 

^  I  do  not  believe  it.     Note  by  Eaton. 
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the   event  of  the   Washmgton  making  the  voya^ 
.safe  or  not. 

Notes  of  Eaton. 

Genius  of  my  country  !  How  art  thou  prostrate  1 
Hast  thou  not  yet  one  son  whose  soul  revolts  : 
whose  nerves  convulse,  bloodvessels  burst,  and  heart 
indignant  swells,  at  thought  of  such  debasement  ; 

Shade  of  Washington  I  Behold  thy  orphaned 
sword  hung  on  a  slave,  a  voluntary  slave,  and  serve 
a  pirate  !  I  never  thought  to  find  a  corner  of  this 
slanderous  world  where  baseness  and  American 
were  wedded.  But  here  we  are  the  byeword  of  de- 
rision ;  quoted  as  precedents  of  baseness,  even  by 
Danes  ! 

Shall  Tunis  also  lift  his  thievish  arm,  smite  our 
scarred  cheek,  then  bid  us  kiss  the  rod  !  This  is  the 
frlce  ofj)eace  !  But  if  we  will  have  peace  at  such  a 
price,  recal  me,  and  send  a  slave,  accustomed  to  a- 
basemeut,  to  represent  the  nation.  And  furnish 
ships  of  war,  ?im\  funds,  and  slaves  to  his  support, 
and  our  immortal  sliame.  History  siiall  tell  that  tlie 
United  States  first  volunteered  a  ship  of  war,  equipt, 
a  carrier  for  a  jwrate.  It  is  written.  Nothing  but 
blood  can  blot  the  impression  out.  I  frankly  own,  I 
would  liave  lost  the  peace,  and  been  myself  empaled 
rather  than  yielded  tliis  concession.  Will  nothing 
rouse  my  country  ? 

To  Mr.  Smith. 

Tunis,  March  9th,  1801. 
THE  present  position  I  liold  with  Tunis 
seems  to  promise  tranquility,  at  least  until  the  issue 
of  mv  adventure  in  the  Anna  Maria  be  known  :  but 
perliaps  this  prospect  should  not  induce  a  relaxation 
in  the  measures  of  government  relative  to  fulfilling 
our  treaty  stipulations.  No  longer  ago  than  yester- 
day, the  Bey's  Prime  Minister  asked  me  when  I  ex- 
pected the  Jptvels   the  Bey  had  demanded  P  I   tol4 
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Ilim,  never,  according  to  ike  list  he  had  ordered  :  hui^ 
that  our  Minister  in  England  had  received  the  Pres= 
ident's  instructions  to  procure  a  present  in  London^, 
as  a  testimony  of  the  respectful  and  friendly  senti- 
ments he  entertained  for  the  talents  and  character  of 
the  Bashaw  of  Tunis,  which  would  probably  be  out 
next  summer  ;  but  I  had  no  authority  to  say  it  Avould 
correspond  with  the  note  forwarded  ;  on  the  contra- 
ry was  pretty  c&i'tain  it  would  be  something  short  of 
it.  The  Minister  replied  with  some  agitation  ;  '^  If 
the  President  does  not  send  the  whole^  the  Bey  will 
receive  none.^'  Tell  the  President  so,  said  1,  and 
he  will  send  none.  He  is  a  plain,  upright  man,  who 
loves  his  friends,  and  is  obliging  ;  but  very  much  in 
the  habit  of  doing  as  he  pleases  :  and  if  you  affront 
him  yoii  will  find  him  as  hard  headed  as  an  En- 
glishman.^ Here  the  subject  ended  :  but  I  could 
not  discern  that  the  Minister  felt  himself  afironted  at 
this  frankness.     *      *     *       *        * 


To  THE  Secretary  of  State. 

Tunis^  dpril  iOtJu  1801, 
Sir, 

THE  dispatches  herewith  inclosed  froiu 
the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tripoli  sttm  to 
me  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  safety  and  interest 
of  our  maritime  and  commercial  citizens,  and,  in  the 
event,  to  the  revenue  of  the  government,  that  I  not 
only  feel  myself  justifiable,  but  constrained  by  duty, 
to  use  extraordinary  means  to  communicate  them  to 
the  department  of  state  ;  I  have  therefore  chartered 
a  Ragusa  brig,  to  proceed  directly  with  them  to  the 
United  States,  on  conditions  expressed  in  a  translat- 
ed copy  of  the  charter  party  herewith  inclosed.  I 
prefer  this  flag  as  least  liable  to  be  turned  out  of  its 
course,  and  I  dispatch  the  vessel  in  ballast  to  pre- 
vent all  possible  annoyance.  The  expense  of  this 
oxpedient  bears  so  small  a  proportion  to  the  interests 
it  aims  to  secure,  that  I  cannot  doubt  it  will   receive 

*  A  proverbial  saying  among  the  Turks, 
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the  President's  approbation.  It  is  now  tnore  than 
nine  months  sisice  the  alarm  passed  through  this  of- 
fice from  Mr.  Cathcart ;  it  would  seem  some  fatality 
had  intercepted  it  in  its  passage  to  America  :  possi- 
bly Mr.  O'Brien's  construction  of  the  cause  of  the 
Bashaw's  demand  may  have  betrayed  government  in- 
to a  security.  Facts  are  now  indubitable.  The 
Bashaw's  corsairs  are  actually  out  and  fitting  out  a- 
gainst  Americans  ;  and  the  agent  of  our  government 
at  Tripoli  is  taking  measures  for  the  safety  of  him- 
self and  family.  1  have  advised  him  not  to  give  his 
passports  to  the  corsairs  except  the  Bashaw  will  ex- 
plicitly declare  tliey  are  not  destined  against  iimeri- 
cans  ;  and,  in  case  of  refusal  of  sucli  explicit  decla- 
ration, to  make  haste  to  get  himself  and  family  to 
Tunis.  1  advance  this  counsel  because  it  is  become 
a  stratagem  in  these  Basliaws  to  decoy  their  game 
with  Consular  passports  ;  and  because,  in  case  of 
war,  Mr.  Cathcart's  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Tripo- 
li would  tend  rather  to  embarrass  than  to  assist  any 
measures  government  should  take  to  reestablish  the 
peace.  The  Bashaw  demands,  as  a  condition  of 
sparing  United  States,  tico  hundred  and  ticentij  Jive 
*  thousand  Sjjanish  dollars^  prompt  payment,  and 
twenty  jivp  thousand  annually.  Terms  to  which  the 
Swedes  have  agreed,  and  which  will  be  demanded 
of  the  Danes.  But  if  our  government  yield  these 
terms  to  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  provisions  for  a  reouisition  of 
double  the  amount  for  the  Bey  of  Tunis.  Algiers 
also  will  be  to  be  respected  according  to  rank.  If 
the  United  States  will  have  a  free  commerce  in  this 
sea  they  must  defend  it.  There  is  no  alternative. 
The  restless  spirit  of  these  marauders  cannot  be  re- 
strained. 

Iremain  with  great  esteem^ 

Sir^  your  wast  obedient  servant, 
and  cordial  friend, 

V^UIAAM  EATOX. 
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War  was  declared  by  the  Bashaw  of  Trijmli  against 
the  United  States,  May  iithy  1801.  The  folio w- 
ing  Protest  of  Mr.  Cathcart,  and  extracts  of  let- 
ter s^  will  unfold  the  causes  of  this  war. 

To  ALL  WHOM  IT  DOTH  OR  MAY  CONCERN. 

KNOW  ye,  by  these  presents,  that  L 
James  Leander  Cathcart,  Agent  and  Consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  and  for  the  City  and 
Regency  of  Tripoli  in  Barbary,  finding  just  cause 
to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  Jusef  Bashaw,  Su- 
preme Commandant  of  the  said  City  and  Regency 
of  Tripoli,  and  his  Ministers,  towards  the  govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  of  A- 
raerica,  and  conceiving  it  my  duty  to  protest  against 
said  conduct :  Now  know  ye,  that  I  do  hereby  protest 
against  said  Jusef  Bashaw,  Supreme  Commandant  of 
said  City  and  Regency,  and  against  his  Ministers 
and  Counsellors,  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  myself  and  fellow  citi- 
zens, for  the  following  reasons. — to  wit. 

First.  Be  it  known  that  on  the  17th  of  August 
1799,  said  Jusef  Bashaw,  Supreme  Commandant  of 
the  Regency  of  Tripoli,  at  the  instigation  of  Morad 
Raiz,  Admiral  of  the  Cruisers  of  this  Regency,  re- 
fused to  receive  the  printed  passports  issued  by  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  Amierica  in  this  Re^ 
gency,  in  obedience  to  his  orders  from  governments* 
thereby  claiming  a  superiority,  a  preference  to  the 
Regencies  of  Algiers  and  Tunis,  he  being  duly  in- 
formed that  the  said  passports  were  accepted  in  the 
same  form  by  the  chiefs  of  the  said  Regencies,  and  in 
order,  as  in  ray  firm  belief,  to  have  a  pretext  to  send 
the  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  into  this  port  for  examination,  said 
Admiral  Morad  having  publicly  declared  that  he 
would  go  to  sea  Avith  the  vessels  under  his  command, 
without  any  passport  from  this  office,  if  they  werei^o^ 
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modified  to  liis  liking  and  worded  similar  to  the^ 
]^assports  of  the  British.  And  the  said  Jusef  Basils 
aw,  on  application  being  made  by  the  Consul  of  the 
United  States,  refusiHs:  to  exert  his,  authority,  is  a 
clear  and  sufficient  evidence  that  he  was  accessory 
to  the  insolent  demand  of  said  Morad,  or,  more  prop- 
erly speaking,  that  said  Morad  acted,  if  not  by  his 
orders,  at  least  with  his  consent,  thereby  forcing 
the  said  Consul  of  the  United  States  to  deviate  from 
his  instructions,  and  to  submit  from  imperious  neces- 
sity to  a  humiliation  incompatible  with  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  nation  he  has  the  honor  to  represent. 

Second.  Be  it  known  that  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber 1799,  said  James  Leander  Cathcart,  Consul 
for  the  United  States  in  this- Regency,  having  receiv- 
ed several  bales  of  cloth  to  dispose  of,  said  Ju- 
sef Bashaw  sent  the  broker  Leon  Farfara,  to  the 
Consular  house,  requesting  said  Consul  to  give  him 
the  preference  in  the  sale  of  said  cloth,  promising  to 
pay  for  the  same  like  any  other  individual,  and  as 
cloths  were  scld  of  the  same  quality.  1,  knowing 
liow  he  had  served  the  late  Venitian  and  Swedish 
Consuls  on  a  similar  occasion,  sent  said  Leon  Far- 
fara to  inform  him  that  the  cloth  was  not  mine,  and 
that  I  expected  to  be  paid  immediately,  in  order  to 
be  enabled  to  make  a  remittance  to  my  correspond- 
ent, which  he  the  said  Basliaw  promised  to  do. 
I  therefore  confiding  in  his  promise,  which  I  was 
taught  to  believe  was  sacred  to  all  true  Mussulmen, 
and  more  particularly  to  a  Prince  of  the  august 
family  of  Caramanly,  did  deliver  unto  him  suinlry 
pieces  of  cloth,  to  the  value  of  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  seven  yti*;licks,  current  coin  of 
this  Regency,  whicli  at  the  ?ame  was  worth  Spanisli 
dollars,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  to  cents,  two  yuslicks  and  one  luilf  being  then 
equal  to  one  Didlar  silver,  but  at  present  the  coin  of 
this  Regency  having  dejjreciatcd,  owing  to  the  great 
quantity  of  alloy  mixed  in  the  coinage,  a  dollar  pass- 
es for  three  yuslicks    which    makes   a   difference  of 
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one  fifth  part,  or  twenty  per  eent.  That  I  have  re- 
peatedly demanded  the  above  sum,  and  have  always 
been  put  off*  from  time  to  time  with  promises,  until 
the  S3d  day  of  September  1800,  when  some  oil  be- 
longing to  said  Bashaw  being  selling  at  public  ven- 
due, I  sent  my  drogoman  to  purchase  a  barrel  for  the 
use  of  my  house,  vaUie  about  eighteen  dollars,  which 
the  Hasnadar  refused  to  give  unto  him  unless  I  sent 
the  money  to  pay  for  it  first.  I  sent  the  drogoman 
immediately  to  the  Bashaw  to  know  tlie  reason,  wlio 
repeated  the  same  words,  saying  the  oil  was  not  his, 
but  belonged  to  the  crew  of  the  Cruisers  ;  that  if  1 
wanted  oil  I  must  first  send  the  cash.  I  immediate- 
ly sent  for  Farfara,  who  had  acted  as  broker  in  the 
sale  of  the  cloth,  and  desired  him  to  demand  a  posi- 
tive answer  from  the  Bashaw,  whether  he  intended 
to  pay  me  or  not,  that  I  was  resolved  to  be  kept  no 
longer  in  suspense,  and  offered  to  take  the  money  at 
the  present  value,  wliich  is  only  1929,  dollars  in  full 
of  all  demands  :  the  Bashaw  sent  the  same  answer 
which  he  had  sent  above  fifty  times  before,  tliat  he 
w  ould  pay  me,  but  that  at  present  it  was  not  conve- 
nient, and  desired  Leon  Farfara  to  inform  me  that  if 
I  had  a  mind  I  might  take  one  of  the  Swedish  pri- 
zes for  the  money,  which  I  declined,  knowing  that 
he,  having  a  quantity  of  prize  and  other  goods  on 
hand  for  exportation,  would  probably  force  me 
to  take  a  cargo  of  said  goods  to  Leghorn  or  else- 
where, thereby  exposing  the  United  States  to  be- 
come responsible  for  said  goods  or  their  value,  should 
any  accident  happen  to  said  vessel,  in  t!ie  same  man- 
ner as  the  claim  originated  upon  Sweden  ;  which 
was  the  first  and  principal  cause  of  the  present  war. 
I  therefore  deemed  it  more  expedient  to  entirely 
lose  the  forementioned  sum,  than  to  run  a  risque 
which  probably  might  involve  my  nation  in  a  war. 
And  as  it  appears  from  the  above  detail  that  said 
Bashaw  never  intends  to  pay  the  above  sum  in  cask 
according  to  agreement,  notwithstanding  I  have  his 
rreeeipt  or  proniisory  note  under  the  great  seal  of  this 
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Regency,  and  I  having  waited  above  one  year  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum  without  effect,  I  thei^- 
fore  debit  the  United  States  the  said  sum  in  my  ac- 
count current,  leaving  the  government  of  the  said 
United  States  to  make  the  claim  a  national  claim  ; 
no  individual  being  bound  to  be  responsible  for  the 
arbitrary  acts  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Barbary  States^ 
at  the  same  time  making  myself  responsible  to  the 
United  States  for  said  sum  or  any  part  thereof  which 
may  be  reco\  ercd  from  said  Jusef  Bashaw  hereafter. 
Third.  Be  it  known,  that  in  the  months  of  May 
3,nd  October  1800.  the  said  Jusef  Bashaw.  Su- 
preme Commandant  of  the  said  Regency  of  Trip- 
oli, having  made  certain  demands  upon  the  United 
States  in  direct  violation  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
treaty  existing  between  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca and  the  Regency  of  Tripoli,  which  the  Consul  of 
the  United  States  resident  here  found  incompatible 
with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  nation  he  repre- 
sents, to  comply  with,  that  said  Jusef  Bashaw,  in  di- 
rect violation  of  the  ISth  article  of  the  said  existing 
treaty,  did  publicly  declare  that  he  would  only  wait 
until  he  received  answers  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States^)f  America,  which  if  not  satisfactory, 
that  he  would  th(M\  declare  war  .against  said  United 
States,  as  is  more  fully  explained  in  my  dispatches  to 
government,  copies  of  which  were  forwarded  to  our 
Consuls  at  Algiers  and  Tunis  :  and  whereas  it  is 
particularly  specilied  in  the  10th  article  of  said 
treaty  ,that  tlie  money  and  presents  demanded  by  the 
Bey  or  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  is  a  full  and  satisfactory 
consideration  on  his  part  and  on  the  part  of  his  sub- 
jects  for  said  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friend- 
ship, and  tliat  no  pretence  of  any  periodical  tribute 
orfurtiier  payment  is  ever  to  be  made  by  either  par- 
ly, and  said  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  having  acknowledg- 
ed the  recipt  of  the  money  and  presents  stipulated 
by  said  trealy.  1  find  myself  jnstiiiable  both  to  God 
and  my  Country,  in  refusing  to  compl>  with  the  said 
Ras»iaw's  unjust  demands  upon  said    United    States^ 
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of  America.  And  >yhereas  it  is  stipulated  in  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  aforesaid  treaty,  tliat  in  case,  of 
any  dispute  arising  from  a  violation  of  any  of  the 
articles  of  said  treaty  no  appeal  to  arms  sliall  he 
made,  nor  shall  war  be  declared,  on  any  pretence 
whatever:  hut  if  the  Consul,  residing  at  the  place 
where  the  dispute  shall  happen,  shall  not  be  able  to 
settle  the  same,  an  amicable  reference  shall  be 
made  to  the  mutual  friend  of  both  parties,  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  ;  the  parties  thereby  engaging  to  abide  by 
bis  decision ;  and  he  by  virtue  of  his  signature  to 
the  said  treaty  having  engaged  for  himself  and  his 
successors  to  declare  the  justice  of  the  case  accord- 
ing to  the  true  interpretation  of  tiie  said  treaty  and  to 
use  all  the  measures  in  his  power  to  inforce  the  ob- 
servance of  the  same. 

Now  know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  James 
Leander  Cathcart,  Consul  for  tlie  United   States 
of  America,  in  said  Regency  of  Tripoli,  do    protest 
and  declare  that  the  demands   made  bv  the  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli  upon  the    United   States   of  America  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  I  cannot  settle  the  dispute  aris- 
ing therefrom  ;  and  that  I    conceive   that  I  should 
not  only  be  deviciting  from  my  official  duty  but   like- 
wise acting  as    an   accomjdice   and   in    conjunction 
with  said  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  to  treat  our  good  friends 
the  Dey  and  Divan  of   Algiers  with  indignity   and 
disrespect  ,was  I  to  refrain  from  making  the  foresaid 
amicable  reference.     I  therefore,  in  virtue   of  these 
presents,  do  make   the  foresaid   amicable  reference^, 
transmitting  tlie  whole  to  the  Consul  General  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Algiers,  who  is  possess^ 
ed   of  every  informfition  relative  to  the  state    of  cui 
affairs  in  this  Regency,  having  received  duplicates  of 
my  dispatches  for  the   Government  of  the   United 
States,  at  the  same  time  leaving  it  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Consul  General  of  the   United   States  at  Algiers 
to  take  such  measures   as    he   in    his  judgment  may 
think  most  likely   to   promote   the  interests   of  the 
United  States  and  to  maintain  the  peace  of  our  Coun 


19^  LIFE    OF 

try  with  this  Regency  upon  honorable  and  equitable 
terms. 

Fourths  Be  it  known  that  on  the  25tli  of  Septem- 
ber 1800,  Raiz  Amor  Shelli,  commanded  of  a 
Tripoline  corsair  of  18  guns,  captured  the  American 
brig  Catherine,  James  Carpenter  master,A  of  and 
from  New  York,  and  bound  to  Leghorn,  valued  at 
50,000  dollars  or  thereabouts  ;  that  said  vessel  was 
kept  in  possession  of  the  subjects  of  Tripoli  until 
the  15th  of  October  in  the  evening,  and  was  then  de- 
livered up  to  th<i  Consul  of  the  United  States,  in 
consequence  of  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  having  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  President  of  tlte  United  States,  the  pur- 
port of  whicii  being  ah-eady  known  needs  no  repeti- 
tion, and  that  said  vessel  was  exposed  to  much  loss 
and  peril,  as  appears  by  the  said  master  of  the  brig, 
his  protest  already  forwarded  to  the  Consul  General 
at  Algiers,  and  tliat  said  brig  Avas  plundered  of  eft'ectg 
valued  by  said  master,  James  Carpenter,  at  397 
dollars,  whereof  was  recovered  to  the  value  of  186 
dollars,  the  value  217  dollars  being  irrecoverably  lost, 
notwithstanding  the  Bashaw  had  given  positive  or- 
ders to  Hamet  Raiz,  Minister  of  the  marine,  to 
cause  every  arllcle  that  could  be  found  to  be  restored 
to  their  lawful  owner  :  yet  said  Raiz  of  the  ma- 
rine did  not  comply  with  the  Bashaw's  orders  (and 
lie  being  the  Bashaw's  brother  in  law  it  was  out  of 
my  power  to  compel  him)  but  on  the  contrary  preva- 
ricated from  day  to  day  from  the  l6th  to  the  31st  of 
October,  with  an  intent  no  doubt  to  share  the  spoils 
with  the  aforesaid  Raiz  Amor  S belli,  and  on  the 
r.ight  of  the  3ist  instant  sent  Abr^am  Farfara  to  in- 
form me  that  if  the  brig  did  not  sail  by  day  light  in 
the  morning,  the  port  would  be  embargoed  ;  and 
gave  me  to  understand  that  if  I  did  not  promise  to 
pay  him  anchorage  for  said  brig  slve  would  be 
detained  until  the  embargo  should  be  taken  off. 
This  command  I  al)solutely  re  fused  to  comply  with. 
On  the  :22d  at  day  light  I  ordered  the  brig  to  s:<iii  un- 
(]ttv  W(iy;,  and  could  not  get  the  pilot  to  go  on  board 
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Tintil  said  Abram  Farfara  paid  the  Raiz  of  the  maiv 
ine  five  dollars  and  7^  cents  anchorage,  which  not- 
withstanding it  being  an  unjust  demand  I  complied 
with  sooner  than  have  the  brig  detained  one  day  long- 
er. I  therefore  for  the  aforesaid  reasons,  and  for 
each  of  the  aforementioned  arbitrary  acts,  do  protest 
against  the  aforesaid  Jusef  Bashaw,  supreme  com- 
mandant of  the  Regency  of  Tripoli  in  Barbary,  and 
against  his  ministers  and  Counsellors.  But  more  es- 
pecially against  said  Morad  Raiz,  Admiral  of  the 
cruisers  of  this  Regency,  for  being  the  cause  of  my 
altering  the  national  passports  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  against  Hamet  Raiz,  minister 
of  the  marine,  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned  as 
well  as  for  falsly,  insidiously  and  slanderously  as- 
serting in  ray  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  Capt, 
Carpenter,  that  the  Consul  General  of  the  United 
States,  Richard  O'Brien,  and  the  broker  or  banker 
of  the  United  States  Micaiah  Cohen  Bocri,  had  in- 
formed him,  when  he  was  last  at  Algiers,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had  alone  paid 
to  the  house  of  Bocri  and  Co.  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  their  influence ;  thereby  irritating 
the  said  Jusef  Bashaw  against  the  government  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  ttie  said 
Jusef  Bashaw  seeming  to  give  credit  to  the  fals- 
hood  of  said  Hamet  Raiz  and  emphatically  said  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  had  treated 
an  Algerine  Jew  better,  and  with  more  liberality,  than 
they  had  the  said  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  ISotwith- 
standing  T  gave  the  direct  lie  without  ceremony  or 
hesitation  to  the  said  Hamet  Raiz,  and  told  the 
Bashaw  that  I  wondered  how  he  could  give  credit  to 
so  barefaced  a  falshood  :  for  even  had  the  United 
States  given  the  above  mentioned  sum,  the  party  con- 
cerned would  be  the  last  people  in  the  world  to  di- 
vulge the  same,  it  not  only  comporting  neither  with 
their  honor  nor  interest,  especially  to  Hamet  Raiz^ 
who  was  not  only  an  enemy  to  the  United  States,  but 
likewise  to  his  Excellency  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  be 
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having  by  bis  false  insinuations  endeavored  to  per- 
suade the  Bashaw  to  annul  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  at  present  subsistinj^  between  the  said  United 
States  and  this  Regency,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  char- 
acter, honor  and  dignity,  whose  word  and  signature  I 
had  always  supposed  inviolably  sacred :  and  that  said 
Jusef  Bashaw,  in  answer  to  the  above,  said,  ^'  You 
say  that  Hamet  Raiz  lies,  and  I  say  he  tells  the  truth,'^ 
thereby  discrediting  all  I  had  said  and  giving  full 
credit  to  the  imposition  of  said  Hamet  Raiz,  or 
minister  of  the  marine. 

Now  all  men,  know  that  for  the  reasons  afore  as- 
signed, I,  James  Leandkr  Cathcart,  Agent 
and  Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the 
Regency  of  Tripoli,  having  shewn  sufficient  cause  to 
enter  this  protest  against  the  said  Jusef  Bashaw,  his 
aforesaid  ministers  and  counsellors  ;  that  I  do  by 
these  presents  most  solemnly  protest  against  tlie  con- 
duct of  the  said  Jusef  Bashaw,  his  aforesaid  minis- 
ters  and  counsellors  as  being  unjust  and  in  direct  vi- 
olation of  the  J  0th  and  12th  articles  of  the  existing 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Ihe  said  Regency  of  Tripoli. 

And  I,  Jamks  Leanuek  Cathcart  do  further 
declare  that  the  dispute  arising  from  the  violation 
of  said  treaty  is  of  such  a  nature  that  I  cannot  adjust 
the  same  before  I  receive  express  instructions  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  un- 
til our  good  friends  the  Dey  and  Divan  of  Algiers 
shall  decide  upon  the  justice  of  the  cause  according 
to  the  true  interpretation  of  the  existing  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  Ameiica  and  this  Regen- 
cy :  and  that  I  do  hereby  make  an  amicable  refer- 
ence to  our  good  friends  the  Bey  and  Divan  of  the 
Regency  of  Algiers,  promising  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  abide  by  their  decision, 
iigreeably  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  concluded  between  said  United  States  of  A- 
merica  and  the  Resiency  of  Tri])oli,  bv  the  interveu 
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lion  of  tlic  late  Hassan  Bashaw,  Dey  of  Algiers  and 
under  the  immediate  guarantee  of  said  Regency,  the 
said  treaty  having  been  duly  ratified  by  the  reigning 
Dey  of  Algiers,  Mustafa  Bashaw,  whom  God  pre- 
serve. 

Now  I,  James  Leander  Cathcart,  Agent  and 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  couceiviug^^ 
it  my  duty  so  to  do,  do  now  transmit  this  said  pro- 
test to  the  Chancery  of  the  United  States  at  Tunis, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  there  duly  registered,  and 
from  thence  forwarded  to  the  Consul  General  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Algiers,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  as  depends  upon  me,  aiiy  appeal  being 
made  to  arms,  leaving  the  conducting  of  the  whole 
affair  entirely  to  tlie  Consul  General  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  time  being,  as  before  men- 
tinned,  not  doubting  but  he  will  take  such  measures 
as  he  in  his  judgment  may  think  most  likely  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  to  maintain  the  peace  of  our  Country  with  this 
Regency  upon  honorable  and  equitable  terms. 

hi  testimony  of  tkeabove^  I  have  here - 

unto  subscribed  mji   name^  and  affixed 

the   seal  of  my   office ^  at  the  chancery 

^i^^v^v^         of  ^/^e  United  States  of  America,  in  the 

^L.  b..         CityofTrijjollJn  Barbary,  this  29th. 

vr.^<^^         f?az/  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  in  the 

twenty  fifth  year  of  the  indejiendei 

of  the  United  States  of  America, 

CS^gnedJ    JA  VIES  LEANDER  CATHCART 

Extracts   fro.,i  Cathcart  to  Eaton. 

Tripoli,  February  20th,  1801. 

I  HAVE  only  time   by   this  courier  to 

give  you   the   following  extract    from   my  journal^ 

which  you  shall  have  in  full  by  the  next  conveyance* 

Saturday,  7th  Febuary   arrived  Hadgi'  Mahamiid 

La  Kaed,    witfi  Mr*  O'Brien's   letter  in  duplicateer 


61.  • 


ifr< 


2Qt^  LIFE   OF 

the  one  enclosed  to  Leon  Farfara  and  the  other  to 
Siddi  Mohammed  Daguize. 

It  I)eiu^  Saturday  the  letters  were  not  brought 
to  ray  house  until  nine  P.  M.  and  after  Siddi  Mo- 
hammed Daguize  and  Farfara  had  been  at  the  cas- 
tle :  the  letters  were  dated  at  Algiers^  December  the 
3ist,  1800. 

Sunday  Sth.  Waited  upon  Siddi  Mohammed 
Daguize  :  requested  him  to  inform  the  Bashaw  that 
I  had  a  present  to  deliver  to  his  Excellency^  and 
would  be  glad  to  know  when  I  was  permitted  to 
wait  upon  him  with  it. 

Siddi  DaguV.e  answeiedj  that  the  Bashaw  knew 
there  was  a  present  arrived  from  Algiers,  and  thai 
his  I^xcellency  liad  ordered  him  to  inform  me  that 
hd  would  neither  receive  me  nor  the  present ;  that 
he  was  determined  to  let  the  whole  world  see  that  he 
respected  not  the  interferance  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers^ 
and  that  he  would  (kclare  war  in  form  against  the 
United  States  of  America  in  forty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  arrival  of  the  presents.  I  made  use  of  eve- 
ry argument  to  dissuade  the  Bashaw  from  putting  his 
menace  into  execution,  knowin:^  that  Daguize  would 
report  the  whole  conversation  to  tiie  Basliaw.  Da- 
guize answered,  that  he  knew  the  Bashaw  had  no 
reason  to  declare  war  against  us,  and  that  he  had 
informed  him  several  times  that,  in  the  piesent  state^ 
of  his  affairs,  it  was  not  his  interest  to  displease  the 
Dey  of  Algiers  :  that  he  advised  the  Bashaw  to  re- 
spect the  request  of  the  Dey,  from  a  conviction  ihat 
it  was  his  master's  interest  so  to  do,  and  not  with  any 
%  intention  to  befriend  the  United  States  ;  but  that  he 
was  sorry  to  find  the  Bashaw  paid  but  very  little  re^- 
spect  to  his  advice,  btins;  surrounded  hy  a  set  of  mer^ 
cenaries,  who  had  hardly  common  sense,  and  wh()> 
where  continually  persundins:  him  to  declare  war  a-* 
i;;ainst  the  United  States,  and  assuring  him  that  tlie' 
Dey  of  xVlgiers  would  ojily  be  angry  for  a  few  days  : 
that  by  capturing  the  ships  and  enslaving  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  the  government  would  be 
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obliged  to  come,  cap  in  liand^  and  sue  for  peace,  np- 
on  the  same  terms  Sweden  has  :  and  that  America 
was  at  too  great  a  distance  to  send  a  considerble  force 
into  this  sea. 

I  combated  these  ideas  but  with  little  success,  and 
Siddi  Mohammed  Daguize  informed  me  that  I  might 
depend  the  Bashaw  would  put  his  scheme  into  exe- 
cution ;  was  it  only  to  try  the  experiment  ;  tliat  the 
only  service  he  could  do  me  was  to  procure  me  an 
audience  next  day,  when  I  Avould  hear  from  the 
Bashaw  himself  his  determination. 

On  the  9tli  inst.  at  3  P.  M.  I  procured  an  audi- 
ence, which  lasted  for  about  three  hour-;,  the  Bash- 
aw broke  silence  in  a  blunt  manner  and  asked  me 
what  I  wanted.  I  have  come  to  ask  permission 
to  present  your  Kxcellency  with  some  jRegalia,  as  a 
token  of  the  friendly  intention  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  know  when  you  will  be  at 
leisure  to  receive  it.  "Never, by  God,  never  !''  said 
he.     For  what  reason  ? 

"  Because  it  was  not  intended  for  me.''  It  nev- 
er can  be  supposed  that  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
has  occasion  for  such  trifles.  Tripoli  is  diffei-ent 
from  what  it  was  some  years  ago. 

I  observed  that  probably  his  Excellency  did 
not  know  what  the  Regalia  consisted  of.  "'  Yes  I 
tie,"  said  he,  "  better  than  you  do  ;  and  if  it  was  ten 
times  as  valuable  I  would  not  receive  it.  You  may 
send  it  from  whence  it  came. 

I  now  swear  by  God,  my  religion,  the  head  of  my 
Son  Siddi  Aly,  (who  was  sitting  by  him,)  and,  by 
this  right  hand,  that  I  will  never  be  at  peace  with 
your  nation  until  your  President  appoints  a  person 
to  negociate  a  treaty  with  me  witliout  the  interfer- 
ence of  Algiers  or  any  other  nation.  I  now  declare 
your  treaty  no  longer  binding,  and  that  I  will  de- 
clare war  against  America  immediately  if  you  do  not 
give  me  assurance  that  your  President  will  alter 
the  said  treaty  to  my  liking,  and  give  me  S50,000 
dollai's  as  the  price  of  the  said  new  treaty  :  and  that 
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your  nation  will  annually  pay  me  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand,  to  continue  the  said  new  peace  after  it  is 
made," 

I  made  use  of  every  argument  in  my  power, 
which  produced  no  effect  whatever.  These  terms 
the  Bashaw  said  were  the  only  ones  he  had  to 
propose,  that  the  alteration  in  the  treaty  he  insisted 
on  above  every  thing  else,  and  swore  he  would  never 
enter  into  any  negociation  with  an  agent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  upon  any  other  terms,  even  was  he  sure 
to  lose  his  kingdom,  and  with  it  his  head.  With 
this  lie  drew  his  hand  horizontally  across  his  gul- 
let. After  three  hours  litigation,  he  said  he  would 
give  us  time,  if  we  would  pay  him  well  for  it y  and 
demanded  100,000  dollars  for  six  months.  At  last, 
the  result  was,  that  he  would  wait  eighteen  months, 
if  I  would  give  him  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  and 
assurance  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  comply  with  the  rest  of  his  unjust  demands, 
I  negatived  tlie  whole,  as  you  may  well  suppose. 
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To  THE  Secretary  of  State, 

Tunis.  June  2Sth,  1801. 
ON  the  night  of  the  eighteenth,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  i\\Q  Hey's  palace,  which  in  its  progress, 
consumed  fiftv  tiionsaud  stands  of  arms.  Tlie  sec- 
ond  day  following  I  received  a  message  to  Avait  on 
the  Eey  ;  but  was  at  that  moment  confined  to  my 
Itcd  with  a  billions  fever,  so  tliat  it  was  not  till  this 
morning  that  I  have  been  able  to  go  to  the  palace  in 
my  carriage.  The  Boy^s  object  in  calling  me  was, 
to  demand  of  tlie  United  States  ten  thousand  stands 
of  arms.  I  refused  to  state  his  demand.  ^^  I  have 
.'Apportioned  my  loss,''  said  he,  "  among  my  friends  ; 
iiud  this  quota  falls  lo  you  (o  furnish  :  tell  your  gov- 
ernment to  send  tliem  witliout  delay. '^  It  is  im{)os- 
sible,  said  J,  to  state  this  claim  to  my  government. 
We  liave  no  magazines  of  small  arms.  The  organ- 
izati^iji  of  our  mifional  sticngth  is  different  from  thai 
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of  every  other  nation  on  earth.  Each  citizen  carries 
his  own  arms,  always  ready  for  battle.  When 
threatened  with  invasion,  or  actually  invaded,  de- 
tachments from  the  whole  national  body  are  sent  by 
rotation  to  serve  in  tlie  field  :  so  that  we  have  no 
need  of  standing  armies  nor  depositories  of  arms.  It 
would  be  an  affront  to  my  government,  and  an  im- 
position on  the  Bey,  to  state  to  them  tliis  demand, 
or  to  flatter  him  with  a  prospect  of  receiving  it, 
'^  Send  for  them  from  France  or  England,^^  said  the 
Minister.  You,  said  I,  are  in  a  much  more  eligible 
position  to  make  this  commission  from  Europe  than 
we  are.  "  If  the  Bey  had  any  intejitions  of  jiur- 
chasing  the  arms  from  Europe,'^  said  the  Minister, 
^^  he  could  do  it  without  your  agency.  He  did  not 
send  for  you  to  ask  your  advice,  but  to  order  you  to 
communicate  his  demands  to  your  government." 
But  I  come  liere,  said  I,  to  assure  you  that  I  will 
make  no  such  communication  to  my  government. 
'^  The  Bey  will  write  himself,''  said  he.  If  so,  it 
will  become  my  duty  to  forward  his  letter  :  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  equally  obligatory  on  me,  to  let 
tjie  Bey  be  beforeliand  apprized,  that  he  will  nev- 
er receive  a  single  musket  from  the  Fnited  States. 
I  should  suppose  a  respect  to  decency,  if  not  a  sense 
of  gratitude,  would  dissuade  the  Bey  from  this  new 
and  extraordinary  claim.  Has  he  not,  within  eigh- 
teen months,  received  two  large  ships'  cargoes  in  re- 
galia ?  Have  we  not  now  another  ship  laden  for  him 
on  its  passage ;  and  has  he  not,  witliin  sixty  days, 
demanded  cannon  extraordinary  of  the  United 
States  ?  At  this  rate,  w^hen  are  our  payments  to  have 
an  end  ?  ^*  Never  !"  said  the  Minister.  ^"  As  to  the 
ships,  you  talk  of,  they  are  but  the  past  payment  of 
regalia  you  have  long  since  ovred  us  as  the  condition 
of  peace.  The  other  claims  we  make  are  such  as 
we  receive  from  all  friendly  nations  once  every  two 
or  three  years  :  it  is  an  established  custom ;  and 
you,  like  other  Christians,  will  be  obliged  to  con 
form   to  it/*'     When  we  shall  have  completed  th,§ 
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payment  of  our  peace  stipulations  you  may  never 
calculate  on  further  donations.  It  is  by  treaty  stip- 
ulated^ as  the  condition  of  a  perpetual  peacC;,  and  a- 
ny  new  claims  on  your  i)art  will  be  an  infraction  of 
that  treaty,  and  will  be  so  considered  by  us.  You 
may  therefore,  at  once,  and  forever,  abandon  the  idea 
of  future  regalia  ;  for  I  again  assure  you,  in  the 
name  of  my  government  and  country,  that  the  dis- 
charge of  our  treaty  obligations  will  put  an  end  to 
our  contributions  here. 

"  Your  contributions  here,  as  you  think  proper  to 
call  them,''  repeated  the  Minister,  "  will  never  have 
an  end  :  if  this  be  the  language  you  think  of  holding 
at  this  court  you  may  prepare  yourself  to  leave  the 
kingdom,  and  that  very  soon.''  If  change  of  stile  on 
my  part,  said  I,  be  the  condition  of  residence  here,  1 
will  leave  the  Bey's  kingdom  tomorrow  morning. 
^'  We  will  give  you  a  month,"  said  the  Minister. 
I  ask  but  six  hours,  I  replied.  ''  But  you  will 
write  ?"  JVo  .'  "  It  is  your  duty  to  wfite  !"  For  de- 
linquency in  duty,  this  is  not  the  place  where  I  am 
to  be  questioned.  "  I  tell  you  again,"  continued 
he, ''  your  peace  depends  on  your  compliance  with 
this  demand  3f  my  master."  If  so,  said  I,  on  me  be 
the  responsibility  of  breaking  the  peace.  I  wish 
you  a  good  morning ! 

Leaving  the  palace,  I  heard  the  Minister  say  to 
one  of  his  colleagues,  "  By  God,  that  man  is  mad  ! 
But  we  shall  bring  him  to  terms  ;  never  fear  !" 

I  do  not  know  how  this  aftair  will  end.  I  shall 
not  change  ijoy  position. 

Extracts  :  Mr.  Madison  (Secretary  of  State) 

TO  Eaton. 

Department  of  State  : 

Washington,  May  20th,  1801. 
THE  proofs  whicli  have  been  given   by 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  of  hostile  designs  against  the 
^Jnited  States,  have,  as  you  will  learn  from  Commo^ 
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dore  Dale,  determined  the  President  to  send  into  the 
Mediterranean  a  squadron  of  three  Frigates  and  a 
sloop  of  war,  under  the  command  of  that  officer. 
Should  war  have  been  declared  or  hostilities  com- 
menced, this  force  will  be  immediately  employed  in 
the  defence  and  protection  of  our  commerce  against 
the  piracies  of  that  Regency.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
contagion  will  not  have  spread  either  to  Tunis  or 
Algiers  ;  but  should  one  or  both  of  them  have  fol- 
lowed the  perfidious  example,  their  corsairs  will  be 
equally  repelled  and  punished. 

The  policy  of  exhibiting  a  naval  force  on  the  coast 
of  Barbary,  has  long  been  urged  by  yourself  and  the 
other  Consuls.  The  present  moment  is  peculiarly 
favorable  for  the  experiment,  not  only  as  it  is  a  pro- 
vision against  an  immediate  danger,  but  as  we  are 
now  at  peace  and  amity  with  all  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  as  the  force  employed  would,  if  at  home, 
be  at  nearly  the  same  expense,  with  less  advantage 
to  our  mariners.  The  President  has  therefore  everv 
reason  to  expect  the  utmost  exertions  of  your  pru- 
dence and  address,  in  giving  the  measure  an  impres- 
sion most  advantageous  to  the  character  and  interests 
of  the  United  States.  In  eifecting  this  object,  the 
means  must  be  left  in  a  great  degree  to  your  know! 
edge  of  the  local  and  other  circumstances,  which 
cannot  be  understood  at  this  distance.  You  will  ot* 
course  take  due  pains  to  satisfy  the  Bey,  that  the  U- 
nited  States  are  desirous  of  maintaining  peace  with 
all  nations,  who  are  willing  to  live  in  peace,  that 
they  have  given  abundant  evidence  of  their  disposi- 
tion to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Barbary  Re- 
gencies and  of  himself  in  particular,  and  that  if  the 
flas:  of  the  United  States  should  be  ens:a£:ed  in  war 
with  either  of  them,  it  will  be  a  war  of  defence  and 
necessity,  not  of  cJioice  or  provocation.  You  will 
also  giVj(3  every  friendly  explanation  and  assurance, 
on  this  occasion,  which  may  be  requisite  for  the 
Consuls  and  Agents  of  other  powers  residing  at  Tu- 
nis. 
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You  are  authorised  to  inform  the  Bey  of  Tuiiisf 
that  a  vessel  is  now  preparing  to  take  in  the  cargoy 
which  will  complete  the  regalia  due  to  him;  and  that 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  getting  her  on  her  voyage. 
The  jewels,  to  the  amount  of  S  10,000,  have,  as  you 
know,  been  ordered  to  be  prepared  in  London.  On 
the  S8th  December  last,  Mr.  King  wrote  :  ^'  I  have 
concluded  to  take  immediate  measures  to  provide  the 
jewels  enumerated  in  the  list  furnished  by  Mr.  Ea- 
ton. Some  of  the  articles  can  be  soon  prepared 
and  sent  :  others,  including  tlie  arms  and  almost  all 
the  jewelry,  will  require  a  long  time  to  be  prepar- 
ed." If  they  are  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
peace  and  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  with  the  Bey, 
they  must  be  yielded  to  him.  The  demand  is  nev- 
ertheless deemed  so  extortionate,  that  the  President 
expects  from  you  every  practicable  exertion  to  get 
rid  of  it,  or  as  much  as  circumstances  will  permit 
you  to  withhold.  The  articles,  witlidrawn  from  the* 
present,  may  be  preserved,  to  be  applied  on  some 
future  occasion,  which  mav  demand  them. 

To  Mil.  Madison. 

Tunis,  September  ^)th,  1801. 
THE  inclosures,  which  I  have  the  hon- 
or herewith  to  forward,  will  inform  government,  as 
accurately  as  I  have  the  means,  of  our  Jictual  posi- 
tion and  future  prosj)ects  in  regard  to  Tripoli,  one 
circumstance  only  omitted,  which  is,  a  project  in 
concert  between  the  rightful  Basliaw  of  Tripoli,  now 
an  exile  in  T'lnis,  and  myself,  to  aUack>the  usurper 
by  land,  while  our  operations  are  going  on  by  sea. 
These  two  men  are  brothers  ;  the  younger  is  on  tlie 
throne  ;  having  expelled  the  elder  about  eight  or 
nine  years  ago.  Tlie  subjects  in  general  of  (lie 
reigning  Bashaw  are  very  discontented,  and  ripe  for 
revolt  ;  they  want  nothing  but  conridencc  in  the 
prospect  of  success.  This  coniidcnce  may  lie  in- 
spired by   assurances  of  our  determination  to   chas- 
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tise  this  Bashaw  for  his  outrages  against  the  United 
States.  The  Eey  of  Tunis,  though  prudence  will 
keep  him  behind  the  curtain,  I  have  strong  reasons 
to  believe,  will  cheerfully  promote  the  scheme.  He 
is  in  favor  of  the  elder  brother.  The  idea  of  de- 
throning our  enemy,  and  placing  a  rightful  Sovereign 
in  his  seat,  makes  a  deeper  impression  ori  account  of 
the  lasting  peace  it  will  produce  with  that  Regency, 
and  the  lesson  of  caution  it  will  teach  the  other  Bar- 
bary  States,  These  are  objects  which,  to  me  seem 
so  clearly  in  our  power  that  they  ought  to  command 
exertions. 

To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tuvis.JSTov.  i7t]i,  1801. 
THE  manner  in  Avhich  the  King  of  Den- 
mark has  been  pleased  to  recognize  my  services  the 
*  last  summer,  (inclosure  B.)  places  me  in  somewhat  of 
an  embarrassed  situation.  I  do  not  know,  all  things 
considered,  wliether  the  token  of  satisfaction  his 
Majesty  tenders  me  comes  within  the  interdict  of  tlie 
construction  of  the  constitution  :  I  submit  the  ques- 
tion to  government  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  have 
answered  the  board,  (inclosure  C.) 

f  Inclosure  B,  of  the  j}rc ceding  letter.  J 

CoiJenhagev.j  July  iith^  1801. 
Sir, 

HIS  Majesty,  the  King,  having  been  in- 
formed of  your  kind  proceedings  towards  his  sub- 
jects, who  last  year  had  the  misfortune  of  being  made 
slaves  by  the  Tuiiissiaus  ;  as  also  of  the  service  you 
have  rendered  the  owners  of  six  of  the  captured 
ships,  by  venturing  to  purchase  them  at  the  instances 
of  the  masters,  and  restoring  since  to  the  said  own- 
ers, tlioui^h  upon  a  somewhat  precarious  security  for 
gettifig  reimbursed  your  expences  :  and  of  the 
iVicndly  assistance  which  vou  have  lent  Commodore 
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Koefoed  as  he  addressed  himself  to  you  ;  has  been 
most  graciously  pleased  to  order  us  to  trausmit  you 
the  gold  box  ornamented  with  the  initials  of  his 
Royal  name,  which  will  be  delivered  to  you  along 
with  this  letter,  and  which  you  will  please  to  accept, 
as  a  token  of  his  Majesty's  most  high  satisfaction 
with  regard  to  the  services  you  liave  rendered  the 
nation. 

It  is  peculiarly  pleasing  for  us,  sir,  to  fulfil  his 
Majesty's  orders  on  this  subject,  as  we  entertain  the 
highest  sense  of  your  very  liberal  and  meritorious 
conduct  ;  which  suits  entirely  those  relations  of 
friendship  and  intimacy  which  subsist,  and,  we  trust, 
will  continue  still  increasing  between  both  govern- 
ments :  and  it  shall  be  our  particular  care  to  give 
orders  to  the  Danish  Consuls  on  the  coast  of  Barba- 
ry  that  they  siiall  avail  themselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  may  occur  for  being  of  any  service  to  the 
interests  of  tlib  government  of  the  United  States  and 
of  individuals  of  tlie  American  nation  :  which  we 
are  happy  to  learn  lias  already  been  done  by  his 
Majesty's  Consul  at  "IVipoli. 

Captain  Hoick,  of  the  navy,  has  l)ecn  appointed 
Ids  Majesty's  Consul  at  Tunis  ;  we  beg  leave,  Sir, 
to  recommend  him  to  your  friendly  attentions,  whicli 
he  most  assuredly  will  endeavor  to  secure  by  the 
ties  of  mutual  esteem  and  confidence  :  and  we  must 
particularly  request  for  Iiim,  that  you.  Sir,  might  be 
pleased  to  give  him  the  advice  and  directions  which 
a  newly  arrived  stranger  always,  and  especially  in 
the  country  where  vou  live,  stands  so  much  in  need 
of. 

IVe  ar(%  with  jmrticnlar  esteem^ 
Sir,  your  verj/  ubedicnt  Servants^ 
The    Members  of  the  Board  for  the   affairs 

relatins;  to  the  states  on  the  coast  of  Barhary. 
fSlgnedJ  E.  SCHIMELMAN  STIEN  J3ILLE  ' 
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Clnclosiire  C.J 

American  house  at  Tunis, 

J\*ovember  i7th,  1801. 
Oentlemen, 

THE  expression  by  which  his  13aiiish 
Majesty  has  been  most  graciously  pleased  to  signify 
his  approbation  of  my  conduct,  during  the  short  pe- 
riod I  acted  as  his  medium  of  communication  with 
this  Regency,  and  which  was  last  evening  put  into 
my  hands  by  his  Consul  Capt.  Hoick,  does  me  dis- 
tinguished honor  ;  and  impresses  at  the  same  time  a 
deep  sense  of  obligation  :  ])ut,  as  an  article  of  tlie 
constitution  of  the  United  States  ordains  that,  "  np 
person  liolding  an  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them, 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  of  any 
present,  emolument,  office  or  title  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, from  any  king,  prince  or  foreign  state^'  it  is  be- 
lieved his  Danish  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  allow  me  to  submit  for  the  decision  of  that  body 
wiiether  I  may  be  permitted  to  hold  this  honorable 
testimonial  of  his  satisfaction  ? 

If  in  exercising  tlie  duties  of  a  Christian  and  a 
man,  I  may  have  been  serviceable  to  some  of  his 
Danish  Majesty's  subjects,  who  had  unfortunately 
fallen  into  slavery  here,  the  simplest  evidence  of  his 
contentment  would  liave  been  an  ample  gratification  : 
I  certainly  acted  with   no  other  view  of  recompense. 

I  feel  myself  bound  no  less  by  the  ties  of  sympatliy 
-and  gratitude  than  by  a  consideration  of  the  happy 
intelligence  which  subsists  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, to  tender  Consul  Hoick,  as  well  as  every  in- 
dividual of  the  Danish  nation,  mv  best  offices  when- 
ever  they  may  be  useful  \  the  [Jnited  States  at  this 
moment  receive  essential  services  from  the  friendly 
and  judicious  agency  of  his  Danish  Majesty's  Con- 
sul, Mr.  Nissen,  at  Tripoli. 

I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  had  the 
Jjonor  to  receivp-  from  you  to  the  government  of  the 
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United  States  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  iliat  tliey  will 
Reciprocate  the  benevolent  orders  you  have  given 
your  Consuls  oji  the  Barbary  coast. 

With  perfect  consideration 

Four  most  obedient  and 
inS^t  Jiumhle  Servant ^ 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
To  the  honorable  Members  afthe  Board 
relating  to  the  States  on  the  Barbary  coast, 

Copenhagen. 

To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tunis ^  December  i^th,  1801. 
I  HiVVE  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  Peace  and  Plenty,  Capt.  Richard  Woods,  under 
the  convoy  of  the  George  Washington,  arrived  hero 
on  the  evening  of  the  first  instant.  She  has  already 
delivered  her  powder,  (which,  although  somewhat 
damaged,  has  passed,  with  a  bribe,  to  the  surveyor,) 
and  a  small  quantity  of  hcv  plank.  The  rest  of  her 
cargo,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  it,  ap- 
pears in  good  order,  and  will  be  delivered,  it  is 
hoped,  within  her  lay  days.  I  have  not  the  smallest 
doubt  but  that  it  will  be  well  accepted. 

PiXTRAc T,  to  Doctor   William    Turner,  of   the 
United  States  Navy,  at  Tunis. 

December  iStk,  1801. 
THE  invalid  state  of  my  health  compels- 
me  to  take  a  sliort  voyage  at  sea  to  try  the  efficacy 
of  change  of  air  and  climate  :  and  the  George  Wash- 
ington, Capt,  Shaw,  ollering  me  a  passage  <o  Lcg- 
liorn,  I  have  obtained  the  consent  of  this  Bey  that 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States  shall  be  conducted 
by  yon  during  my  absence,  and  I  have  resolved  to 
prollt  of  this  occasion  to  go  thither  :  some  instruc- 
tions therefore  to  assist  your  agency  seem  not  only 
oroper  ])nt  jiecessary  ;  &c. 
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To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tunis,  Dec.  iSlh,  1801. 
ON  the  mori»ing  of  the  Sd  J\*oi\  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  Sidi  Mahomet  Bashaw,  the 
exile  from  Tripoli,  informing  me  that  the  usurpci^ 
his  hrother,  had  addressed  the  I)ey  of  Algiers  and 
begged  his  mediation  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation 
with  the  American  government ;  and  expressed  great 
solicitude  to  know,  whether,  in  my  opinion,  the  A- 
mericans  would  admit  such  an  intervention  ?  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  my  govern- 
ment, having  been  once  deceived  by  that  Dey, 
would  now  seek  to  establish  their  peace  on  a  surer 
base.  He  then  desired  to  be  advised  whether  he  might 
place  any  reliance  on  the  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  his  behalf.  I  recommended  to  him  patience 
and  silence  ;  at  the  same  time  gave  him  leave  to  en- 
tertain the  hope  (may  it  not  be  illusive)  that  the  next 
summer's  operations  would  favor  liis  views. 

To  Mr.  Madison. 

Leghorn,  Feb,  22d,  ISOS. 
INFORMATION  from  Tripoli  up  to 
Qth  January,  stales  that  no  captures  had  been  raadc- 
The  Basliaw  is  sending  away  his  corsaires  to  differ- 
ent ports  in  the  Morea  for  fear  of  assault  from  tliq 
Americans.  Discontentment  in  his  interioi  has  aris- 
en to  insurrection.  Famine  distresses  his  capital  | 
and  he  is  destitute  of  resources.  He  has  actually 
made  overtures  of  reconciliation  to  his  brother  at 
Tunis.  I  shall  defeat  this  project  if  I  arrive  at  my 
post  in  season  :  shall  depart  hence  in  three  days 
have  waited  hitherto  for  a  passage. 
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To  Mr-  Madison. 


Tunis ,  March  iSth,  1802. 
ON  arriving  at  Tunis  I  find  Sidi  Mahom- 
et Bashaw  yielding  to  his  brother's  instances,  and 
on  the  point  of  departing  for  Derne,  a  province  of 
Tripoli,  the  government  of  which  is  promised  him  ; 
for  which  purpose  he  begged  my  passport.  I  not 
only  refused  it,  but  told  him  very  candidly  that  if  he 
departed  we  must  consider  him  in  the  light  of  an 
enemy,  and  that,  instead  of  my  influence  to  assist 
his  passage  to  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  I  should  give 
it  to  have  him  and  his  retinue  carried  prisoners  of 
war  to  the  United  States  ;  but  if  he  would  adhere  to 
his  former  arrangements  I  did  not  doubt  but  that  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  four  months  he  might  be  offer- 
ed to  his  people  by  an  American  squadron.  I  tell 
him  the  sole  object  of  his  brother  is  to  cut  his  throat. 
He  is  sufficient! V  alarmed  and  too  much  distressed, 
this  Bey  having  refused  him  any  further  supplies  of 
provisions.  He  proposes  going  to  Malta  and  wait- 
ing the  issue  there.  I  will  only  consent  to  his  going 
to  Leghorn  or  Sardinia.  If  he  departs  on  other 
terms  I  shall  send  an  armed  ship  after  Jiim,  and,  if 
possible,  carry  him  and  retinue  to  some  Italian  port. 

To  Mr.  Cathcart. 

Tunis,  Jlpril  2m.  1802. 
AT  Bardo  last  Wednesday,  mutually 
accusing  each  other  of  unaccommoding  dispositions, 
the  altercation  grew  so  warm  that  the  Bey  ordered 
me  to  quit  the  court,  and  hold  myself  in  readiness  to 
embark  in  the  first  ship  of  war  of  my  own  country 
which  should  arrive  in  port.  1  turned  short  on  my 
heels  :  came  to  my  office  ;  and  forbade  my  seci^etary 
filling  any  more  passports  for  Tunissian  cruisers. 
Tiiis  i)rohibition  was  immediately  reported  to  the 
l^pv  :  and  had  the  effect  aimed  at.     TJie  same  even- 
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iiig  his  commercial  agent  come  to  my  house  and 
begged^  in  God's  name,  that  I  would  countermand 
that  order  :  said  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Bey 
to  provoke  a  war  by  sending  me  away,  but  rather  to 
obtain  another  Consul  more  capable  of  cherishing 
peace  than  myself.  I  replied,  that  I  should  not  con- 
descend to  consider  the  Bey's  objects  nor  views  in 
oifering  an  affront  to  my  government  in  the  person  of 
their  agent.  He  had  taken  liis  position  :  1  had  tak- 
en mine,  which  I  should  hold  till  he  retracted  his. 
Saturday  morning  I  went  to  Bardo  on  the  invitation 
of  the  Bey.  The  first  motion  was  to  resolve  the  past 
into  oblivion ;  of  course  an  act  of  mutual  amnesty 
was  passed.  We  then  discussed  the  relative  ad- 
vantages of  peace  and  war.  Tlie  result  was,  as  con- 
cluded by  this  court,  "  That,  tliough  they  could  not 
pretend  to  the  ability  of  fighting  our  ships  of  war,  we 
could  not  do  them  any  hurt  :  they  won  hi  lay  up 
their  large  cruisers,  and  send  out  their  small  ones  to 
vex  our  commerce.  And,  said  the  Minister,  though 
a  fly  in  a  viands  throat  cannot  kill  him,  it  ivill  make 
him  vomit.  Yet  they  should  always  be  willing  to 
maintain  the  peace  with  the  Americans  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  small  Chrisfian  nations,  but  they 
must  have  a  Consul  with  less  fantasia,  and  more 
friendly  to  the  Barbary  interests.''  I  stated  that  I 
daily  expected  permission  to  return  to  my  country,, 
and  to  be  succeedeil  by  Mr.  Cathcart,  my  colleague 
at  Tripoli.  The  Bey  expressed  astonishment :  ask- 
ed if  I  recollected  what  he  said  last  year  to  this  prop- 
osition ;  and  repeated  that  you  should  never  come  in- 
to his  country  on  any  pretext  whatever  ;  even  if  you 
were  a  good  man  it  would  be  improper,  after  having 
made  war  with  Tripoli.— But,  erabroglione,  (troub- 
lesome, litigious,  trifler)  as  he  knew  you  to  be,  hi^*^ 
desire  of  peace  alone  would  exclude  you  from  his 
court  and  kin2;dom. 
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To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tunis,  May  25th,  180S. 
YEBtERDAY  I  received  a  note  from 
the  Bey's  Prime  Minister^  ileiuanding  au  interview/ 
I  rendered  myself  at  the  palace^  to  encounter,  as  I 
supposed,  new  perplexities  :  but,  on  passing  the  us- 
ual ceremony  with  the  Bey,  I  discovered  on  liis  coun- 
tenance an  unusnal  air  of  complaisance.  He  signifi- 
ed to  me  tliat,  after  uniting  a  little,  I  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  object  of  calling  me  to  the  ])alace. 
Accordingly,  in  about  an  hour  after,  I  accompanied 
the  Minister  Avith  the  commercial  Agent  of  the  Re- 
gency into  a  private  ^chamber  :  where,  after  a  great 
deal  of  circiimlocutivin,  he  came  to  the  subject  in 
view  ;  which  was  nothing  rnoremor  less  than  uprojj- 
^isition  of  jjpace  jn  the  part  a^ihc  Bashaic  of  Trip^ 
oil,  through  the  mediation  and  uvder  the  s^uaraiitee 
of  the  Bcji  of  Tunis.  Here  foUoAVs  the  substance  of 
our  conference. 

*^  Have  y(>u  done  any  ihing'^  said  tlie  Minister^ 
"  on  the  su])ject  of  a  peace  with  Tripoli  ?'' 

Nothing. 

^'  You  are  carrying  <m  a  war,  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance, at  very  great  expense,  without  a  prospect  of 
gaining  any  tiling.'' 

That  we  are  very  sensible  of. 

'^  Would  vou  be  v\  illing  to  negociate  a  peace  witJi 
Tripoli?" 

Are  you  authorized  to  propose  this  question  ? 

''  I  am.- 

Well,  then  I  tell  you  very  franldy,  v,  e  have  no 
inducements  whatever  to  desire  a  war  with  any  na- 
tion on  earth  ;  much  less  with  that  v.inch  is  now  tlie 
subject  of  it.  If  Tripoli  should  make  suitable  re- 
tractions, she  may  think  of  peace.  But,  even  then, 
we  sliould  think  it  hazardous  to  treat  with  tlie  reign- 
ing Basliaw  after  having  seen  such  flagi ant  viola 
tions  ot  his  failh. 
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''  If  the  Bey  of  Tunis  would  act  as  mediator  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  take  upon  himself  the  guaran- 
tee of  the  peace  on  the  part  of  Tripoli,  would  it  re- 
move this  difficulty  ?'' 

We  have  great  reliance  on  the  good  faith,  equity 
and  magnanimity  of  his  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tu- 
nis ;  and  should  be  very  secure  in  his  responsibili- 
ty :  but  is  it  certain  that  this  Bey  would  take  upon 
liimself  the  guarantee  of  a  peace  in  behalf  of  Trip- 
oli ? 

"  Yes.  But  if  you  talk  of  retractions  and  indem 
nities,  it  would  be  idle  to  talk  of  peace.  On  tlie 
contrary,  according  to  all  custom,  you  must  make 
the  Bashaw  a  small  present :  though  he  would  be 
willing  to  put  up  with  something  less  than  what  he 
at  first  demanded/' 

We  were  not  the  first  to  violate  the  peace  :  we  are 
not  the  first  to  demand  it.  If  Tripoli  be  solicitous 
for  it,  she  must  abandon  the  idea  of  imposing  condi- 
tions. She  will  most  certainly  never  receive  a  ca- 
roube*  in  consideration  of  her  friendship  :  we  do 
not  set  any  value  upon  it. 

"  Nay  ;  but  if  you  place  no  value  on  her  friend- 
ship, the  security  of  your  commerce  iu  this  sea,  and 
the  saving  of  the  expense  of  armaments,  are  objects 
of  consideration,  in  wltich  you  consult  your  own  in- 
terest.^' 

We  nevei"  supposed  our  commerce  in  this  sea 
more  secure  than  at  present :  notwithstaading  the 
war  with  Tripoli ;  and  as  to  tlie  expense  of  arma- 
ments we  accumulate  nothing  on  that  score  from 
making  the  Mediterranean  the  manouveriug  ground 
of  our  seamen.  We  shall  probably  always  have  a 
squadix)n  in  this  sea. 

"  But  Tripoli  is  very  poor  :  she  cannot  su])sist 
without  the  generosity  of  hev  friends  :  give  something 
then  on  the  score  of  charitv.*'' 

^  52  caroubes  make  a  dollar. 
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Tripoli  has  forfeited  her  title  oi friend.  Besides, 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  beggar  who 
seizes  my  horse  by  t)ie  bit,  and.  with  a  pistol  at  my 
breast^  demands  my  purse,  and  him  who,  with  one 
hand  pressed  to  his  heart,  and  the  other  hanging 
with  his  hat,  asks  charity  for  the  love  of  God.  The 
former  merits  chastisement  ;  the  latter  excites  com- 
miseration.    I   leave  you  to  apply  the  figure. 

'^  1  feel  it.  But  the  Barbary  Regencies  never 
make  peace  without  presents.'' 

It  is  high  time  then  that  there  should  be  a  prece- 
dent. 

"  But  you  say  you  are  disposed  for  peace.'' 

Yes  ;  but  you  are  not  to  understand  me  that  we 
either  wish  or  will  accept  it  on  dishonorable  terms. 

"  There  can  be  nothing  dishonorable  in  making  a 
small  voluntary  present  to  Tripoli." 

Drop  this  subject,  if  you  please.  Tripoli  is  not 
in  a  right  po!«ition  to  receive  expressions  of  our  hos- 
pitality. Nor  am  I  vested  with  powers  to  negoci- 
ate.  I  can  only  express  to  you  the  general,  but  fix- 
ed sentiment  of  my  government  and  country,  that  we 
prefer  jjeace  to  war^  if  ice  can  hai^e  it  on  honorable 
terms  :  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  express  this  senti- 
ment to  Tripoli.  She  may  profit  of  it  if  she  think 
proper.  Otherwise,  four  or  five  years  of  warfare 
with  that  stale  will  be  but  a  pastime  to  our  young 
waiTiors.  / 

'^  I  shall  send  ofi*  a  courier,"  said  the  minister, 
*■'*  with  the  result  of  this  iiiterview." 

At  evening  the  commercial  agent  was  at  my  house. 
Went  over  the  same  ground.  Was  sure  that  we 
should  never  have  a  peace  without  paying  some- 
thing:  it  would  disgrace  the  Regency  :  but  he  seem- 
ed extremely  solicitous  to  have  permission  to  write 
something  promising  to  Tripoli  on  the  subject  of  a 
iiegociation.  He  ?aid,  what  the  Minister  had  as 
gerted  in  the  morning,  that  the  only  pretext  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli  had   for  breaking  faith  with   th.o 
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tJuited  States  was  that  the  peace  was  not  voluntary 
on  his  part ;  but  forced  on  him  by  Algiers. 

These.overlures  go  to  prove  the  embarrassed  situ- 
atiou  of  our  enemy  ;  and  promise,  if  suitable  advan- 
tage is  taken  of  it;  a  peace  on  our  own  terms.  We 
hold  the  high  grounds  of  him  at  all  points.  I  am  par» 
tial  to  my  original  plan  of  restoring  the  rightful 
Bashaw,  thougli  nothing  was  said  on  the  subject  at 
'  the  palace  to  day.  I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
the  reigning  Bashaw  has  oifered  more  powerful  ar- 
guments to  engage  this  Minister  in  his  interest  than 
either  his  brother  had  the  means  or  myself  the  dis- 
cretion of  offering.  Besides,  the  Bey  of  Tunis  is  ig- 
norant of  that  project.  It  will  be  reasonable  enough 
to  inform  him  of  it  after  having  ensured  its  success. 
In  the  mean  time  let  us  amuse  the  usurper  with  his 
own  propositions. 

To  Mr  King. 

Tunis,  June  6th,  180g. 
ON  the  28th  ult.  arrived  the  United 
States  frigate  Constellation,  Capt.  Alexander  Mur- 
ray, last  from  Gibraltar.  He  delivered  me  the  arrai^ 
prepared  in  London  for  this  Bey,  which  I  have  pre- 
sented, saving  the  sword,  and  which  were  highly 
acceptable  ;  but,  in  the  uniform  spirit  of  insolence 
which  Christians  tolerate  in  these  Regencies,  the 
Bey,  through  his  Minister,  after  receiving  these  val- 
uable articles,  revived  a  former  demand  for  a  corvette 
or  brig  of  war,  such  as  we  had  given  Algiers.  I 
referred  him  to  treaty  stipulations  ;  and  thus  silenc- 
ed this  claim,  at  least  for  the  present  :  it  will  be  re- 
vived the  instant  that  we  consent  to  pay  Tripoli  for 
a  peace  ;  Avhich  must  be  the  result  of  that  war  unless 
more  ener2;y  be  throw  n  into  our  operations. 
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To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tiniis,  June  Sth,  180S. 
MY  measures  with  Mahamet  Bashaw^ 
the  rightful  sovereign  of  Tripoli/  which  I  liave  had 
the  honor  to  detail  to  government  by  different  routs 
and  various  occasions^  have  undergone  very  severe 
criticism  by  Captains  S.  Barron  and  Bainbridge  ;  by 
them  reprobated  in  a  stile  of  most  illiberal  censure  ; 
and  under  their  iniluence  rejected  by  Capt.  Murray, 
in  an  air  of  authority  and  reprimand  which  I  should 
not  expect  even  from  the  highest  departments  of  gov- 
ernment. 

I  am  aware  that  the  expression  found  in  my  com- 
munication  on  the  subject,  ice  are  abandoned  by  our 
ships  of  tear,  may  have  touched  the  feelings  of  gen- 
tlemen commanding  them.  I  am  not  in  fault  for 
I  hat.  Tt  is  my  duty,  at  least  I  consider  it  so,  to  re- 
port facts  as  they  present  themselves  to  me  :  no  con 
sideration  will  divert  me  from  that  duty. 

The  Philadelphia  sailed  from  this  port  the  33d. 
September  last  for  Tripoli  ;  and  returned  the  2(1. 
October  following  :  slie  has  not  been  seen  here 
since  :  and  one  of  her  midshipmen,  now  acting  in 
the  Constellation,  whose  name  I  forget,  aillrms  that 
she  has  but  once  since  shewn  herself  before  Tripoli ; 
and  then  remained  on  the  station  only  six  lu)urs- 
This  is  the  only  United  States  ship  of  war*  which 
has  appeared  at  all  on  this  coast  since  October,  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Boston,  Capt.  M'Nicll,  2cho  has 
kept  his  'post.  The  extremity  of  the  winter  com- 
pelled the  commander  of  the  Philadelphia  to  taki' 
house  and  lodgings  at  Saragosa,  exce[)t  thirty  or  for 
ty  (lays  he  has  been  on  shore  at  Leghorn.  The  Es- 
sex has  been  stationed  offOibralier  to  Avatcli  the  hull 

*  Except  ihc  George  Washington  in  the  tripple  cli:tr?xter  of 
warrior,  transport,  and  merchunt num. 


GEN.    EATON.  ^gl 

of  a  dismantled  ship  ;  but  that  post  she  has  left  oc- 
casionally^ ten^  twelve^  or  fifteen  days  at  different 
periods  :  she  may  have  had  special  calls  at  Malaga 
and  Cadiz.  This  is  a  singularly  economical  mode 
of  carrying  on  the  war  ;  and  it  is  not  extraordinary 
if  gentlemen /ee/m^;"/?^  attached  to  it  should  take  of- 
fence at  a  vigilance  which  should  go  to  put  an  end 
to  it. 

There  may  be  another  source  of  grievance  be- 
tween one  of  those  gentlemen  and  myself,  whicJi 
takes  its  rise  at  Algiers.  I  have  exercised  the  liber- 
ty, in  terms  a,s  pointed  as  every  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  should  feel  the  abasement,  to  express  my 
concern  that  a  United  States  ship  ofiaar  should  have 
been  exposed  to  the  ridicule  of  nations,  navigating 
the  sea  under  Algerine  colors  !  And,  though  1  never 
aimed  to  reflect  any  censure  on  the  commander,  who 
acted  under,  perhaps,  inevitable  compulsion,  it  is 
nevertheless  possible,  nay  probable,  that  the  turn 
Mr.  O^Brien  may  have  given  to  my  expressions 
should  have  wounded  his  sensibility  ;  for  whoever 
is  acquainted  with  the  emotions  of  the  human  heart 
will  be  at  no  loss  to  imagine  what  kind  of  sensations 
my  disapprobation  of  that  disgraceful  concession 
would  excite  in  the  temper  of  individuals  who  really 
are,  or  who  seem  to  think  themselves  implicated  :  it 
is  very  certain  that  Capt.  Murray  has  been  influenc- 
ed by  Captains  S.  Barron  and  Bainbridge.  When 
I  had  the  pleasure  to  wait  on  those  gentlemen  in 
this  port,  last  summer,  they  expressed  their  entire 
concurrence  in  all  my  measures  ;  and  seemed,  with 
me,  fully  persuaded  that  the  most  energetic  opera- 
tions would  alone  stamp  the  impression  on  these 
powers  which  our  nation  are  desirous  to  impress  of 
our  strength  and  abilities.  Why  they  should  so 
suddenly  depart  from  that  sentiment  ;  or  why  Capt, 
Murrav  should  arro2;ate  to  himself  the  discretion  to 
put  SO  prompt,  so  rigorous  a  check  to  measures  tend- 
ing to  that  effect,  I  cannot  well  comprehend  :  it  is  a 
strange  notion  of  economy  which  should  induce  him 
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to  reject  a  project  which  promises  a  saving  to  the  IJ- 
iiited  States  hundreds  of  thousands^  under  a  pretext 
of  curtailing;  an  expeuce  of  10  or  20  thousand  dol- 
lars. If  he  acted  from  want  of  confidence  in  the 
success  of  the  project,  he  was  moved  hy  a  zeal  ivith" 
cut  knowledge.  Information  he  may  have  received 
from  Captains  S.  Barron  and  Bainbridge  must  have 
been  presumptive  ;  for  those  commanders,  not  hav- 
ing been  for  the  eight  months  last  past  in  this  quar- 
ter, can  be  but  very  imperfectly  informed  of  the 
whole  facts  and  entire  object  which  those  arrange- 
ments embrace.  They  can,  in  fact,  have  no  infor- 
mation on  tlie  subject,  except  by  mere  intimation, 
other  than  wiiat  they  derive  from  my  dispatches,  a- 
bove  alluded  to,  passed  open  through  their  hands  ; 
to  which,  however,  it  is  manifest,  they  paid  no  re- 
spect ;  except  such  parts  of  them  as  may  have  been 
construed  to  have  reference  to  individual  delinquen- 
cy. But  to  whom  are  gentlemen,  intrusted  with,  and 
fresh  in,  command  here,  to  look  for  information  ?  To 
the  local  and  proper  Agents  of  the  government  sta- 
tioned here  to  watch  for  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  ;  or  to  the  theatres  of  Saragosa,  Leghorn  and 
Malaga  ?         *         -Ne         *         *-         ^         *         ^ 

To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tunis,  Aug.  5th,  180S, 
ON  the  33d  nit.  I  fell  in  with  a  Tripo- 
]ine  merchant  at  the  Swedish  house,  who  informed 
me  that  the  circumstance  of  ^tlahamet  Bashaw  being 
at  Malta,  had  excited  great  emotion  at  T'ripoli  ;  that 
the  reigning  Bashaw  was  much  alarmed  ;  and  that 
to  prevoiit  an  insurrection  in  the  interior  in  favor  of 
the  brother,  the  Bashaw  had  seized  and  confined 
several  chiefs  of  principal  villages.  On  the  contra- 
ry, that  his  subjects  build  on  this  circumstance  a 
hope  of  returning  peace  and  a  milder  administration. 
That  a  spirit  of  universal  discontentment  and  revolt 
pervade  all    classes  of  the   subjects,   except  a   few 
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personally  attached  to  tlie  reigning  Basliaw  :  and 
that  they  generally  think  it  ihe  interpoi?ition  of  heav- 
en that  their  rightful  sovereign  is  to  be  restored  to 
them  and  their  oppressor  punished.  I  do  not  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  these  facts  ;  though  tliey  correspond 
with  every  thing  wJiieh  has  come,  to  my  knowledge 
on  the  subject. 

To  his  Excellency  Mahamet  Caramellt^  Bash, 

AW  of  Tripoli. 

Tu72isy  Aug.  QtJi,  180S. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  l6th  ult.  and  I  improve  this 
first  opportunity  to  request  Mr.  Pulis  to  furnish  you 
with  two  thousand  hard  dollars  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  which,  I  hope  will  be  a  relief  to  your 
situation  until  the  arrival  of  our  Commodore,  who  is 
hourly  expected  here.  He  arrived  at  Gibraltar  ear- 
ly in  June  ;  but  has  been  detained  in  that  quarter  for 
the  arrangement  of  public  affairs  with  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco.  I  hope  your  Excellency's  patience 
will  not  be  exhausted.  Remember  that  your  broth- 
er thirsts  for  your  Idood.  I  have  learned  from  ii 
certain  source  that  his  project  of  getting  you  to 
Derne  was  to  murder  you.  He  is  now  more  deter- 
mined tlian  ever  ;  because  lie  has  intercepted  some 
of  your  letters  to  your  friends  in  Tripoli.  You  cim- 
notbe  safe  therefore,  in  any  part  of  your  Regency, 
unless  you  enter  it  in  your  true  character  of  sover- 
eign. I  believe  in  God,  the  mighty  and  tlie  just,  thai 
this  event  is  not  far  distant.  In  the  mean  time,  per^ 
mit  me  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  keep  up 
a  correspondence  with  those  of  your  party  in  Tripoli, 
and  with  vour  subiects  of  the  countrv.  Let  them  be 
persuaded  that  your  friends  will  not  abandon  you 
until,  by  the  help  of  God,  they  shall  see  you  restored 
to  your  faithful  people.     Give  them   assurances  to 
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redress  their  grievances   and  to  treat   them  like  a 
mild  and  just  prince.     And  do  every  thing  to  detach 
them  from  the  interest  of  the  usurper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he, 

Sir,  with  the  most  profound  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  EATON, 


rn 


To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tunis,  Jlng,  Qth,  1802. 
WHATEVER  may  he  Capt.  Murray^s 
opinion  of  my  measures,  he  ought  not  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  service  to  individual  resentments.  Gov- 
ernment may  as  well  send  out  quaJcer  meeting-houses 
to  float  ahout  this  sea  as  frigates  with  Murrays  in 
command  :  the  friendly  salutes  he  may  receive  and 
return  at  Gibraltar  produce  nothing  at  Tripoli. 
Have  we  but  one  Truxton  and  one  Sterret  in  the 
United  States  ? 

The  Arab  camp,  called  to  the  defence  of  Tripoli, 
has  undoubtedly  been  collected  to  defeat  the  project 
of  Mahamet  Bashaw,   the  exiled  brother.     What 
other  internal  enemy  can  the  usurper  fear  ?  If  so, 
this   amounts  to   unquestionable   evidence  of  the  in- 
fluence that  measure  might  have  had  in  the  war  with 
Tripoli  if  pushed  to  eflect.     But,  perhaps,  the  proj. 
ect  is  not  lost.     Let  the   reigning   Bashaw  exhaust 
his  resources  in  useless  defensive  preparations,  and 
i'atigue    his   subjects    witli  fruitless    campaigning ; 
while  the  project  in  view,  on  the  part  of  his  enemy,  is 
maturing  for  operation,     I  have  communicated  noth- 
ing of  this  project  to  Mr.  Nissen,   he  not  having  a 
cypher  corresponding  with  mine,  and  it  being  danger- 
ous to  commit  it  to  an  intelligible   character  :  he    ap- 
pears totally  uninformed  of  it. 

This  Regency  is  creating  new  demands  on  us.  I 
shall  detail  tliem  seasonably,  if  necessary.  Among 
Tihem  the  original  demand  for  a  vessel  of  >var. 
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Extract  ;  To  Gen.   S.  Smith,  Battimore^  Mem- 
ber of  Congress. 

Tunis f  Aug.  i^th^  1802. 
ABOUT  the  time  the  Bashaw  of  Tripo- 
li  had  fixed  his  resolution  to  declare  war  against  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Catheart,  our  Consul  near  that 
Regency,  suggested  to  me,  that  Mahamet  Bashaw, 
brother  of  thq  reigning  Bashaw,  to  whom  the  sub- 
jects of  that  Regency  were  very  much  attached,  be- 
ing the  rightful  sovereign  and  then  in  Tunis,  having 
been  treacherously  driven  from  the  throne  some 
years  ago,  might  be  used  as  an  instrument  in  the 
bands  of  the  United  States,  to  chastise  the  temerity 
of  the  usurper,  reestablish  himself,  and  effect  a 
cheap,  honorable,  and  permanent  peace  to  our  coun- 
try. I  immediately  entered  into  a  concertation  with 
the  exiled  Bashaw  to  this  effect :  and  he  gave  me 
such  assurances  of  the  feasibility  of  the  measure,  to- 
gether with  such  collateral  information  collected 
from  other  quarters,  as  left  scarcely  a  doubt  of  its 
success,  if  managed  with  suitable  address.  Mr. 
Cathcart  suggested  the  same  project  to  government, 
and  I  reported  to  the  proper  department  the  steps  I 
had  taken  in  the  measure.  Last  winter,  being  in 
an  infirm  state  of  health  from  the  convalescence  of  a 
fever  which  had  reduced  me  very  low  during  the 
summer,  I  wa^  advised  by  physicians  to  take  a  voy- 
age at  sea.  Accordingly  I  embarked  in  the  United 
States  transport,  the  George  Washington,  oh  the  13th 
December,  for  Leghorn.  Late  in  February,  infor- 
mation came  to  me  that  Mahamet  Bashaw  was  about 
to  return  to  Tripoli,  on  overtures  made  to  him  by 
the  reigning  Bashaw  ;  who,  it  seems,  had  become 
jealous  of  him  in  his  actual  situation.  1  immediate- 
ly embarked  for  Tunis,  in  a  Banish  built  ship  of 
mine,  called  the  Gloria,  aiTned  with  fourteen  twelve 
and  six  pounders  ;  navigated  by  thirty  seven  men« 
chleily  Americans  ;  and  commanded   by   Cant  Jo" 
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sepli  Bounds  of  Baltimore  ;  wliere,  on  my  arrival,  I 
found  the  Bashaw  on  the  point  of  departure,  under 
the  escort  of  about  forty  Tripoline  soldiers,  for  the 
province   of  Derne  in  the  Regency  of  Tripoli,  the 
government  of  which  the  usurper  had  promised  him 
as  an  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  his  throne.     My  re- 
turn to  Tunis  and   arguments  which  I  used,  deter- 
mined the   Basliaw  to  change  his  resolution,    and 
seek  some  secure   asylum  until  the  arrival  of  the  A- 
merican  squadron.     But  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  whether 
suspicious  of  what  was  on  foot,  or  fi'on>  what-  other 
motives  I  know  not,    had  refused  hira  further  sup- 
plies in  his  Regency.     His  departure  therefore,  had 
become  a  matter  of  necessity,     I  wished  him  to  go 
to  Leghorn    and  put   himself  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Cathcart  :  but,  surrounded  with  Turkish  subjects   of 
his  brother,  as  he  was,  left  it  not  optional  with  him  : 
and,  though  apprehensive  of  treachery  on  the  part  of 
his  brother,  he  seemed  to  have  no  i^lternative  but  to 
submit  to  his  destiny.     Yet  he   expressed   a  desire 
by  some  means  to  ])e  thrown  into  the  hands   of  the 
Americans.     Here  being   none  of  our  ships  of  war 
in  the  vicinity,  I  disp^itched  Capt.   Bounds  to  the 
Boston  frigate,  Capt,  M'Niell,  being  the  only   com- 
mander on  the  coast,  with  a  statement  of  facts  ;  who 
embraced  the  project  and   sent  Capt.    Bounds   back 
to  me  witli  instructions  to  hold  the  Gloiia  in  service, 
at   my  dispv)sition,    until  the  arrival  of  the  Commo- 
dore.     In  the  mean  time,  before  the  Bashaw  sailed,. 
I  obtained  secret  intelligence  from  this  Bey's  Prime 
Minister  that   the   object  of  the  usurper  was   to  get 
possession  of  his  brother  in  order  to  destroy  him.     I 
immediately    communicated  tliis   intellisrcnce   to  i\m 
Bashaw,  who  liad   now  already  embarked   for   his 
passage,  and   brought  hira  to    a  resolution  to  go  tcv 
Malta,  and  there  wait  tlie  arrival  of  our  Commodore, 
with  whom  he  might  proceed  before  Tripoli  and  de 
mand  tlie  restitution  of  his  llegency  ;  as  he  had  as 
surances  that,  in  such  case,  ilie  subjects   in   general- 
who  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the  war,  would  revolt 
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ill  his  favor  and  deliver  the  usurper  into  his  hand§. 
Accordingly,  under  a  pretext  of  evading  the  Swede 
and  American  frigates,  he  prevailed  on  his  attend- 
ants to  touch  at  Malta.  This  plan  being  arranged, 
I  ordei-ed  Capt.  Bounds  to  Gibraltar,  with  dispatch- 
es to  the  government  and  Commodore,  stating  this 
position  of  affairs.  He  there  fell  in  with  the  Con- 
stellation, Capt.  Murray  ;  wJio,  after  having  previ- 
ously read  my  communications,  and  consulted  with 
Captains  S.  Barron  and  Bainbridge,  discarded  the 
project,  and  dismissed  my  ship  with  marks  of  point- 
ed disapprobation.  Maharaet  Bashaw,  faithful  to 
iiis  engagements,  discharged  his  ship  at  JMalta,  un- 
der the  same  pretext  which  took  him  to  that  port  ; 
and  has  remained  there  ever  since.  Bni,  thou2:h  he 
has  had  an  interview  with  Capt.  M'Niell  who  coun- 
selled him  to  pei^evere  in  the  project,  he  lias  receiv- 
ed no  succour,  nor  even  countenance  from  tlie  gen 
tleman  now  hi  command  (Capt.  Murray.)  The  cir- 
cumstance of  his  secure  position,  however,  has  excit- 
ed such  alarm  in  the  apprehensions  of  the  reigning 
Bashaw,  that  he  has  actually  called  to  the  defence 
of  hi«  city  such  of  the  Arabs  of  his  kingdom  as  are 
attached  to  his  interest,  and,  to  insure  their  fidelity, 
confined  their  chiefs  within  his  walls.  This  facl« 
together  with  the  solicitude  of  the  usurper  to  get  pos 
session  of  his  brother's  person,  go  to  demonstrate 
the  correctness  of  our  calculations  on  this  project,  if 
suitable  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  position  ii 
offered.     I  hope  the  occasion  is  not  lost. 

To  Mr,  Madison, 

Tunis,  Jlugust  2Bd,  ISOS. 
OUR  operations  of  the  last  and  preseni 
year  produce  nothing  in  effect  but  additional  enemies 
and  national  contempt.  Ifihe  same  system  of  op^ 
erations  continue,  so  will  the  same  consequences. 
The  obstinate  posture  and  affected  indifference  to 
jaenaee,  which    have   hitherto  been  my  talismen  m 
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lieu  of  solid  argument  here,  no  longer  avail.  Thb 
Minister  puffs  a  whistle  in  my  face,  and  says ; 
''  We  find  it  is  all  a  puff  !  We  see  how  you  carry 
on  the  war  with  Tripoli  !" 

I  have  never  ceased  to  give  the  alarm  in  due  sea- 
son :  to  suggest  such  measures  as  seemed  to  me  in- 
dispensible  to  parry  serious  mischief ;  and  to  point 
out  what  I  believed  would  be  the  consequence  of 
neglecting  that  advice.  I  have  now  the  melancholy 
reflection  that  my  apprehensions  have  been  but  too 
well  founded,  and  my  predictions  but  too  accurate. 

My  exile  iis  become  insupportable  here.  Aban- 
doned by  ray  countrymen  in  command ;  no  advice 
from  government  to  regulate  my  conduct  ;  and  my 
own  exertions  failing  of  effect ;  I  am  left  subject, 
though  not  yet  submissive,  to  the  most  intolerable 
abuse  and  personal  vexation.  Anxiety,  perplexity 
and  a  climate  unfavorable  to  my  constitution,  waste 
my  health.  The  position  I  have  taken  and  held  with 
this  Bey  in  regard  to  passports  for  his  merchantmen 
for  Tripoli,  has  excited  a  temper  and  disposition  in 
this  court  to  distress  me  in  my  personal  concerns 
I  have  frequently  stated  that  my  salary  is  an  inade- 
quate support.  The  check  which  Capt.  Murray 
thought  proper  to  put  on  my  public  measures  has 
not  less  affected  my  public  character.  Thus  situat- 
ed, I  am  consuming  life,  property,  and,  perhaps, 
public  re[)uta,tion  liere,  without  the  consoling  pros- 
pect of  having  the  merit  of  being  useful  to  my  coun- 
try. Why  should  I  remain  at  a  post  which  is  no 
longer  tenable  ?  Again,  I  repeat,  my  individual  re- 
sources are  insufficient  barriers  against  the  avarice  of 
this  Regency.  From  the  first  moment  of  my  agency 
here  it  was  apparent  to  me  that  submission  to  the  de- 
mands of  this  Bey  would  only  sharpen  avidity. 
I  stated  this  apprehension  in  my  communications  to 
government :  it  was  tliought  too  lively  !  My  meas- 
ures to  chastise  a  perfidious  enemy  are  now  branded, 
by  commanders,  as  speculative;  the  effusions  of  a 
disordered  fane  n  !  Is  it  not  enough  that  1  have  sacri 
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flced  almost  four  years  to  the  service  ol'  my  country 
in  a  state  of  painful   sequestration   from  all  rational 
enjoyment  ?  Will  any  body  alledge  that  I  have  not 
discharged  my  duty  with  an  upright  zeal  ?  And  are 
such  the  rewards  of  my  services  ?  To  be   branded 
unheard  in  my  own  defence,  and  by  a  solitary  Capt. 
0^  a  frigate,  with  sjjeculation^  and  insanity  !  This  is 
too  much  !  I  have  the  native  rights,  and  I  trust  the 
feelings  of  an  American  citizen.     Let  Murray  leave 
to  me  my  liberty   and  my  honor  :  he  may  filch  from 
me  all  the  other  appendages  of  life  which  can  be  use- 
ful to  him.     But  blasted  as  is   my  honor  iiere  by  the 
weight  of  his  authority  and  the  ])reath  of  his  scandal, 
my  very  existence  is  insupportable.     It  were  impos- 
sible to   keep   these  things  concealed  here,  even   if 
they  had  been  transacted  with  less  publicity.     The 
Bey  says  ;  "  I  always  told  the  American  Consul  he 
was  a  mad  man/^  (because  1  have  not  been  his  obse- 
quious slave,    as  are    half  the  Consuls    near   him,) 
''  and  it  appears  the  commanders  of  his  nation  are  of 
the  same  opinion  I'^    Gentle  commanders  !    Ye  have 
hitherto  exhibited  no  s^^mptoms  of  madness  to  these 
Regencies  !    They   are  perfectly  satisfied  with  your 
moderation  !    Equally   so   with   the  blast,    in  cool 
blood,  you  have  stamped  on   the    character  of  a  fel- 
low citizen  and  a  fellow  servant  of  your  country. 

I  am  constrained  therefore,  not  less  by  a  regard  to 
the  interest  and  honor  of  my  country  than  to  my  own 
individual  interest  and  honor,  to  request  tlic  Presi- 
dent will  permit  me  to  resign  the  trust  I  have  the 
honor  to  hold  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States  ;  unless  more  active  operations  shall  be  re 
solved  on  against  the  enemy  ;  in  which  case  it  would 
gratify  me  to  remain  on  this  coast  till  the  issue  be 
determined. 

P.  S.     .lug.  28. 

Yesterday  I  was  called  to  the  palace.     The  Min- 
ister formally  demanded  of  me  a  frigate  of  38  guns. 
It  need  not  be  thought  strange  to  see  me  in  America 
this   winter.     I  can  neither  yield  to  nor  get  rid   of 
the  demand. 
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To  Mr.  Madison. 


Tunis,  Sept,  i2th,  180g. 
IN  former  communications  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  suggest  to  the  department  of  state,  that 
when  these  Hegeneies  prevail  on  a  tributary  nation- 
al Agent  to  state  a  demand  to  his  government,  they 
raise  aa  assumpsit  on  this  compliance.  I  have  con- 
sequently been  uniform  in  refusing  to  state  their  de- 
mands. Steady  to  this  resolution,  I  now  refuse  to 
write  for  a  thirtysix  gun  frigate.  The  Bey  has 
therefore  condescended  to  write  himself ;  but  he 
conceived  a  project,  entirely  original,  to  finesse  me 
into  his  views  :  which  was,  that  I  should  make  a 
form  of  the  letter,  which  he  would  send  the  Presi- 
dent, under  his  signature.  It  would  thus  become 
my  act ;  and  of  course,  on  their  mode  of  reasoning, 
a  promise.     This  I  refused. 

At  the  y)aiace  on  the  29tli  ult.  argument  was  drawn 
from  treaty  compact,  and  our  late  delivery  of  rega- 
lia, to  discourage  this  demand.  I  asked  the  Minis- 
ter, if  he  was  not  ashamed  to  make  the  demand  after 
having  received  such  valuable  presents  from  the  U- 
nited  States,  and  so  lately  ?  He  answered  in  sub- 
stance. ''  The  presents  already  received  were  mere 
peace  stipulation^  which  ought  to  have  been  deliver- 
ed yeai\s  ago.  We  have  forborne  with  yon  on  ac- 
count of  assurance  of  the  Agents  of  your  government 
that  they  were  always  on  tiie  way.  It  is  six  years 
f^ince  youv  peace  negociation  was  begun,  ^^e  ex- 
pected full  psiyment  in  a  year.  You  came  out  with 
.nothing.  More  than  three  years  have  elapsed  since 
you.  finished  the  negociation.  We  Allowed  you  six 
months  to  bring  forward  the  regalia.  We  have 
waited  more  than  tliirty  six.  After  so  long  delay 
v/e  have  received  payment  for  your  peace.  But  you 
have  made  us  no  consideration  for  this  forbearance  : 
nor  have  we  hitherto  received  any  evidence  of  the 
I'^ritaMc  friendship  of  the  Prince  of  America  ;  not- 
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withstauding  the  repeated  amicable  intimations  we 
have  given  him  that  such  an  expression  of  his  sin- 
cerity would  be  agreeable  to  us.  We  shall  expect 
a  different  answer  to  this  request.  His  Excellency, 
my  master,  is  a  man  of  great  forbearance  ;  but  he 
knows  what  steps  to  take  with  the  nations  who  ex- 
haust his  patience  with  illusive  expressions  of  friend- 
ship ;  as  you  have  learnt  from  the  Danes,  Spaniards 
and  others.  Do  not  you  see  the  Spanish  king  has 
changed  his  Consul  at  the  deman<l  of  my  master  ? 
You  may  experience  the  same  disgrace.  We  shall 
expect  therefore,  that  you  will  give  us  your  influence 
to  obtain  us  a  frigate  ;  tliough  we  have  much  reason 
to  believe  you  rather  discourage  your  Prince  from 
listening  to  our  solicitations.  And,  should  a  rupture 
happen,  and  he  be  made  acquainted  with  your  neg- 
lect of  duty,  he  must  impute  the  cause  to  you  alone.'' 

To  which  I  answered.  Let  the  Bey  write  the 
President.  He  can  undoubtedly  state  his  preten- 
sions with  more  perspicuity  than  I  can.  I  shall  take 
care  to  give  his  letter  conveyance. 

On  the  2d  instant,  my  drogomaii  was  at  the  pal- 
ace. The  demand  that  I  should  form  the  project  of 
a  letter  was  reiterated.  I  had  directed  him,  in  case 
this  subject  should  be  revived,  to  tell  the  Bey  decid- 
edly, I  would  not  write,  neither  directly  nor  indirect- 
ly. He  did  so.  The  Minister  said  :  ''  It  is  what 
all  the  tributary  Consuls  do.  And  the  American  is 
in  an  error  if  he  tliinks  to  break  over  established 
customs  !''  He  directed  the  drogoman  to  tell  me  the 
Bey  would  see  me  at  the  paloxe  on  the  4th.  Ac- 
cordi!i2:lv  on  the  fourth  I  rendered  myself  there. 
The  Bey  referred  me  to  the  Minister.  1  waited  on 
him  in  his  private  chamber.  After  some  interlocu- 
tion, he  demanded,  in  an  imperious  tone,  a  form  of  a 
letter  tj^  the  President.  I  asked  again,  on  what  pre- 
text he  founded  his  claim  for  a  frigate  ;  and  why  he 
so  strenuously  insisted  on  my  forming  the  letter  ?  ^'1 
have  already  explained  the  grounds  of  our  claim,'' 
s\aid  he,     '^  We  must  have  this  expression  of  friend^ 
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sJiip^  as  you  have  given  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  My 
master  is  afflicted  that  your  Prince  does  not  show 
him  as  much  friendship  as  he  does  the  Dey.  And 
he  will  have  you  write^  because  it  is  customary,  (u- 
sanza.)  Besides,  he  does  not  know  what  stile  would 
be  agreeable  to  your  master.  You  therefore  must 
form  the  letter  in  a  stile  to  please  him  and  to  ensure 
our  object.^' 

I  said  1  thought  the  idea  somewhat  singular  that 
the  Bey  of  Tunis,  who  corresponded  with  all  the 
Princes  of  Europe,  should  find  any  difficulty  in  fram- 
ing a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ! 
Besides,  this  would  not  be  the  first  time  he  had  writ- 
ten him. — "  To  no  purpose,'^  interrupted  the  Minis- 
ter ;  "  and  we  will  now  try  the  efficacy  of  your  com- 
position.^'  Not  on  this  occasion,  said  I  :  if  the  Bey 
writes  I  shall  send  the  letter  ;  if  not,  it  will  spare 
me  the  trouble.  "  He  will  write,^^  said  the  Minis- 
ter, irritated,  ^'  and  in  the  English  language,  that  we 
may  be  understood.  We  fancy  you  do  not  under- 
stand our  letters  in  a  foreign  language  !"  He  or- 
dered the  drogoraan  to  come  on  the  7th,  and  receive 
the  letter,  ^*  ^\hich,"  said  he  to  me,  ^^you  will  send 
off  by  your  ship  express  !" 

On  the  7th,  the  drogoman  was  at  the  palace  :  the 
letter  was  written  :  but,  being  read  to  the  Bey,  did 
not  please  him.  The  drogoman  was  ordered  to  call 
on  the  9th :  called  on  the  9th,  ordered  to  call  tlie  10th : 
called  the  10th,  and  at  half  past  eleven,  A.  M.  re- 
turned Avith  the  Bey's  letter,  (inclosure  I).)  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  this  demand  of  the  Bey  has 
for  its  object  a  pretext  of  rupture,  in  case  circum- 
stances should .  encourage  his  hope  of  plunder  or  of 
greater  concessions.  He  certainly  cannot  be  stupid 
enough  to  suppose  it  will  be  yielded  him.  He  is 
penetrating  and  subtle  as  he  is  avaricious  ;  and  has 
generally  the  address  to  cover  his  designs  till  the  mo- 
ment of  aiming  Iiis  blow  :  witness  the  surprize  of  the 
Danes  in  1800. 
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He  certainly  starved  Mahamet  Bashaw  out  of  his 
kingdom  to  force  him  into  the  hands  of  his  brother. 
I  once  thought  him  partial  to  the  exile  ;  and  still  be- 
lieve him  personally  so  ;  but  state  policy  has  out= 
weighed  individual  attachment. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  Bashaw,  Bey  of  Tunis,  to  the  President   of 
the   Republic  of  the  United  States  of  Amer, 

ICA. 

Sir,  President. 

Tunis^  Sept,  Sth,  ISOS. 
WITH  equal  pleasure  and  satisfaction  I 
have  seen  arrive,  and  have  received  successively,  all 
the  military  and  naval  stores,  as  well  as  the  superb 
jewels,  which  your  government  Las  sent  forward  for 
ray  Regency  and  myself,  in  execution  of  our  condi- 
tions for  fciie  confirming  and  coneoliilating  of  the  good 
harmony  and  alliance  whicli,  thank  Grod,  have  been 
established,  and  actually  subsist  between  us. 

While  I  am  happy  to  give  you  this  assurance,  in- 
deed sincere,  of  my  full  contentment,  1  ought  not  to 
dissemble^  that  I  do  not,  at  the  same  time,  see  myself 
treated  with  the  same  distinction  and  the  same  re- 
gard that  you  have  had  for  your  other  friends,  and, 
since  I  am  equally  one,  I  avow  to  you,  with  frank- 
ness, as  I  have  already  declared  to  Mr.  EatOn,  your 
Consul,  that  it  would  have  been  infinitely  agreeable 
to  me,  if  you  had  also  made  me  a  present  of  a  vessel 
of  war. 

Mr.  Eaton  not  finding  it  convenient  to  charge 
himself  with  the  communication  of  this  demand  to 
you,  on  my  part,  I  am  dertermined  to  testify  to  you 
directly,  by  the  present^  that  it  would  be  very  agree- 
able to  me  that  you  should  send  me  a  good  frigate  of 
thirty  six  guns,  which  would  add  to  the  high  esteem 
I  have  for  your  nation,  and  would  more  and  more 
cement  the  ties  of  our  friendship,  which,  on  my  part  I 
shall  maintain  firm  and  itiviolable. 
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Convinced  as  I  am  before  liand^  Sir  President, 
that  this  demand^  taken  into  consideration^  will  ob- 
tain the  full  effect  which  I  expect  from  it^  T  rene\r 
to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  es- 
te^m^  and  I  pray  Almighty  God  (o  have  you  in  his 
holy  keeping. 

HAMOUDA  BASHAW,  Bey, 
Frince  of  the  princes  of  Tunis,  the  city  ivell  guard- 
edythe  abode  of  happiness. 

fBeifs  Seal  J  ' 
To  Mr,  Madison. 

Tunis,  Oct.  ^d,  1802. 
THE  indignities  I  have  suHered  at  this 
court  latterly,  are  insupportable.  On  the  first  appear- 
ance of  our  scpiadron,  this  Bey  behaved  respectful-' 
ly  :  he  has  groAvn  insolent  in  proportion  to  the  mod- 
eration of  their  movements  and  the  success  of  tiie 
enemy.  1  have  in  no  instance  yielded  to  his  exac- 
tions. But,  again  permit  me  to  repeat,  without  more 
energetic  support,  I  cannot  maintain  the  position  I 
have  taken  here  :  a  position  which  lias  liitherto  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  every  distinguished  oflScer 
of  the  general  government  witli  wliom  1  have  had  (he 
honor  to  correspond.  And,  suffer  me  to  add,  if  fur- 
ther concessions  arc  to  be  made  here,  I  desire  I  may 
not  he  the  medium  through  idiom  they  shall  be  pre- 
sented. The  rich  regalia,  I  have  already  given  this 
Bev,  in  the  name  of  the  chief  masiistrate  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  serve  only  to  show  him  our  wealth  and 
our  weakness,  and  to  prompt  i)is  avarice  to  new  de- 
mands :  Three  years  ago,  1  apprehended  this  conse- 
quence of  our  yielding  expressions  of  amity.  The 
same  effect  will  result  from  the  same  cause,  so  long 
as  the  latter  exist.         ^         *         *        ^         e^ 

I  am  indeed  wearv  of  this  state  of  exile  and  fruit- 
less  exertion  :  I  do  not,  however,  permit  myself  to 
^consider  any  privation  of  personal  enjoyment, 
(though  on  my  part  it  is  total,)  as  a  sacrifice,  if  it 
may  go  to  promote  the  honor  and  aid  the  interest  or 
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my  beloved  country.  Biit^  let  me  be  supported  or 
replaced.  It  is  a  proposition  equally  reasonable  as 
flesirable. 

To  Mr.  Madisok. 

Tunis^  J^ov.  9th^  iS02. 
IT  was  enjoined  on  me  to  forward  my 
account  by  the  return  of  the  squadron  :  but  it  mugt 
be  long  since  known  to  government  that  no  ship  of 
that  squadron  showed  itself  here  for^cven  or  eight 
nionthspreviously  to  leaving  tJiis  sea.     My  reasons 
for  not  forwarding  it  by  the  Washington,  were  stated 
ill  the  letter  of  13th  December  last.     It  would   have 
?)een  desirable  to  have  obtained  permission  to  present 
my  account  in  person.     Tliere  are   items  to  which  1 
liave  no  regular  vouchers,   and  others  whose   vouch- 
ers   require  explanation.     These  people  never  give 
receipts  for   presents.     I  could  not  prevail  on  the 
Bey,  nor  his  Minister,  to  receipt  the  articles  deliver- 
ed him  as    the    conditions  of  pe?tce  ;  and   I  should 
forever  have  remained  destitute  oT  such  a  vouclier,  if 
he  had   not   committed   liimself  in  his  letter   to  tlic 
President,  of  September   8th.     I  shall  forward  the 
account  by  the  fii'st  direct  conveyance.     In  the  mean 
time  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  advise  government  that 
the  incidents  of  my  measures  with  Mahamet  Bash- 
aw, have  involved  an  expense  of  about  twenty  three 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  defraying  of  which  I   have 
obtained    ca^sh  on  credit  here  ;  and  foi'   the   reim- 
bursement of  which,  immediate  provisions  must  be 
made.     I  lament  having  been  the  principal  agent  in 
measures  which  have  incurred  this  useless   expense 
to  my   country  :  useless  it   would  not  have  heeiiy  if 
tliose  measures  bad  received  timdy  support.     The 
failure  of  the  project  will  not  be  fellov/ed  by  any  oth- 
er inconveniences  to  our   affairs  liei-e  ;  thougli,    I 
confess,  I  had  apprehensions  of  more  serious  conse 
quences  from   it.     Chagrin  would  forbid   me   ever 
jiresenting  this  statement,  if  I  were  in  cash  to  reiaia- 
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burse  the  sum  ;  but  I  have  suffered  every  species  of 
personal  vexation  the  season  past  which  barbarity 
could  inflict,  to  compel  me  into  the  views  of  this  Re- 
gency :  every  thing  which  took  the  appearance  of  a 
promise  has  been  exacted  of;,  and  extorted  from  me. 
I  have  been  literally  robbed  ;  and  am  consequently 
destitute  of  resources  here.  If  this  expense  should 
not  be  admitted  in  account  on  final  settlement,  my 
property  iu  America  must  go  to  indemnify  the  Unit 
ed  States,  so  far  as  it  will  extend  to  that  object.  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  I  bave  yielded  no 
national  points  here  ;  on  the  contrary,  though  it 
threatened  and  may  perhaps  eventually  effect  my 
personal  ruin,  have  steadfastly  resisted  the  Bey's  in- 
stances and  exactions  :  but,  though  he  menaced  me 
in  all  shapes  to  compel  concessions,  I  find  this  obsti- 
nacy (as  he  is  pleased  to  term  it)  will  produce  no 
public  mischief  here. 

To  Mr.  Madison. 

Tunis,  Dec.  20fh,  1803. 
MY  means  and  my  resources  of  resist- 
ance are  totally  exliausted  at  this  place.  The  oper- 
ations of  our  squadron  this  season  have  done  less 
than  the  last  to  aid  my  efforts.  Only  one  frigate  of 
this  squadron  has  been  hitherto  seen  on  the  enemy's 
coast.  I  can  no  longer  talk  of  resistance  and  coer- 
cion without  exciting  a  grimace  of  contempt  and  rid- 
icule. I  am  neither  permitted  nor  inclined  to  talk 
of  concessions.  And,  of  course,  my  personal  servi- 
ces can  no  longer  be  useful  here  under  actual  cir- 
cumstances. Any  body  whose  fideHty  may  be  de- 
pended on,  and  who  is  capable  of  writing  an  intelli-, 
gihle  letter,  may  be  of  equal  service  and  less  expos- 
ed. This  Regency  view  me  with  a  jealous  and  sus- 
picions eye.  They  say,  '*  the  American  Consul  is 
an  enemy  to  the  Barbary  interests.*'  (God  forbid 
that  he  should  be  a  friend  to  them.)  And,  in  case 
pf  a  rupture,  I  have  not  tlie  least  reason   to  suppose 
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the  Bey  would  consent  to  my  departure.  When  the 
commodore  and  Mr.  Ciithcart  arrive  I  shall  consult 
with  them,  and  if  they  concur  in  the  measure,  ehall 
endeavor  hy  stratagem  to  get  out  of  this  country 
and  repair  to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United 
.  States.         -5^         ******        * 

Notes  from  the  Journal. 
PICKPOCKETS. 

Tunis,  Dec,  27tJi,  1803. 
THE   superintendent  of  the    Sapitapa^s 
public  buildings  sent  to  demand  a  winter's  provisions 
of  suscar  and  coiFee. 

I  sent  the  messenger  away  with  this  answer. 

^'  Tell  Sidi  Hagi  Sala  Bougdier,  that  I  have  no 
sugar  ;  and,  if  he  wants  coffee,  to  treat  with  ray  bro- 
ker.^' 

I  am  weary  and   exhausted  by  this   kind  of  beg- 
gary.    The  Bey,   the  Sapitapa,  both   their  physi- 
ciansy  their  chamberlains,  the  Caii  of  Porto  Farina, 
the  ►^chaik  Medina,  (mayor  of  the  city)  and  Aga, 
(Commandant  or  Colonel)  of  the  Goulette,  have  been 
supplied  with  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  pepper,  spices,   and 
indeed,    clothing,   from  the  iVmerican   house,  more 
than  three  years  :  and  in  a  manner  which  excludes 
the  possibility,  in  most  instances,   of  my  making  it  jj, 
public  charge.     Even  the  Bey's   commercial  agent 
refuses  payment  for  coffee  and  loaf  sugar  ;  (he  is  a- 
bove  using  brown  :)  whicli   he,  at   different  times, 
lias  received  on  credit,  to  the  amount  of  900  piasters. 
Whatever   these  pickpockets  fix  their  eyes  upon  in 
my  house  is  good  jirize.     They  will  not  be  refused  • 
Let  me  get  away  from  this  den  of  thieves  !  The  sal- 
ary  of  the   President  of  the  United   States  would 
hardly  be  adequate  to  the  support  of  this  house,   on 
the  present  moderate   system  of  our  economy,  with 
these  Regencies, 
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To -Mr.  Madison. 


Tunis,  March  5th^  1803. 
YESTERDAY  nioining,  about  nine  o- 
clock,    Commodore  Morri?  left  the  American  house 
to  go  on  board.     Some  altercations    between    him 
and  the   Bey's   commercial   agent,  who  had  three 
times  come  to,  and  as  often   fallen  from,   an  agree- 
ment  relative   to  the  reclamations  for  the  prize   in 
question  with  this  Regency,*  had  determined  him  to 
depart  without  making  a  visit  of  congee  to  the  Bey. 
He  was  met  at  the  marine  by  the  commercial  agent, 
and  detained  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  of  a  loan, 
amounting  to  twenty  two  thousand  dollars,  which  I 
had  obtained  of  said  agent,  as  reported   in   my  letter 
to  the  department  of  state   of  9th  November   last. 
This  act  of  violence   was  warmly  remonstrated  a- 
gaiust.     It  was  insisted  that  the  loan  was  a  transac- 
tion of  my  own,  for  which  I  was  solely  responsible 
in  my  representative  character.     I  repeated  to  the  a- 
gent  what  I  had  before   informed   him,  that  I   had 
nearly  four  months  since  communicated  this  aflaij*  to 
my  government,  and  should  probably  soon   receive 
some  assistance  ;  that  at  all  events  the  debt  was  se- 
cure, and,  in  order  to  obtain  his  forbearance,  I  offer- 
ed to  make  him  any  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
delay.     He  rejected  the    proposal  :  asserted  that  I 
had  promised  payment  on  the  arrival  of  the  Commo- 
dore ;  and   insisted   on  being  paid.     1   denied  ever 
liaving  given  him  any  assurance  of  payment  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Commodore  ;  but  confessed,  what  was' 
true,   that  I    had  said   to  him,  I  hoped  to    have   the 
means  of  payment  on  the  arrival  of  a  frigate  from  A- 
merica.     And  I  repea^ted  to  him  that  I  would   make 
liim  any  reasonable  sacrifice  by  way  of  compensa- 

*  Mr.  Eaton  had  declared  Tripoli  in  a  stute  of  blockade. 
The  American  squadron  had  taken  a  'f  unissian  vessel  bound  to 
Tripoli.  The  licy  of  Tunis  claimed  restitution,  declaring  the 
blockade  illegal. 
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iioUf  if  he  would  consent  to  suspend  the  settlement 
till  such  an  arrival.  All  was  in  vain. — Shylock 
must  have  his  pound  of  iiesh.  The  Commodore  re- 
turned to  the  American  house  ;  and  at  his  request  I 
presented  mjself  before  the  Bey  and  demanded  if 
this  detention  were  by  his  order.  He  did  not  give 
me  a  direct  answer  ;  l3ut  signified  that  it  was  uuder- 
standingly  done.  There  was  no  alternative  but  for 
the  Commodore  to  satisfy  this  demand  before  he 
could  obtain  permission  to  embark.  He  therefore 
addressed  himj^jolf  to  the  French  commissary  irener- 
al^  who  engaged  to  advance  the  money  on  his  bills 
on  Leghorn  :  but  in  order  to  indemnify  the  Commo- 
dore I  propose  to  put  into  his  hands  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  an  assignment  of  all  my  property  of 
every  nature^  whether  real^  personal  or  mixed,  to  be 
applied  to  the  reimbursement  of  this  sum  in  case 
my  contingent  charges,  which  occasioned  this  loan, 
should  not  be  admitted  on  final  settlement  ;  account 
of  which  accompanies  this  statement. 

It  were  desirable  that  I  miglit  render  myself  at 
the  seat  of  government  with  my  vouchers,  in  order 
to  make  such  explanations  as  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject may  require  :  but  the  Commodore  tJiinks  it 
would  be  too  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  here  at  this  crisis.  It  is  hoped  however,  this 
nidulgence  may  be  granted  as  soon  as  the  situation 
of  affairs  will  render  it  admissible.  I  am  now  total 
ly  destitute  of  funds  ;ind  credit  here  ;  and  do  not 
know  where  to  obtain  the  means  of  daily  subsist- 
ence. 

The  Commodore  and  other  gentlemen  of  rank  in 
the  squadron  have  expressed  to  me  their  entire  ap- 
probation of  my  public  agency  and  general  measures 
at  this  Hegeacy  :  but  the  events  of  yesterday  seem 
to  have  excited  some  unpleasant  sensations.  I  could 
have  no  apprehension  of  such  an  event.  It  was  im- 
possible to  apprehend  that  the  respect  attached  to 
the  person  of  the  Commodore  would  be  violated.  It 
is  unprecedented,  even  in  the  history  of  Barbary  out- 
jase. 
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P.  S.     March  6. 

This  morning  the  Commodore^  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Cathcart,  Capt.  Rogers  and  myself,  waited  on 
the  Bey  at  the  palace.  After  having  come  to  a  final 
arrangement  in  the  affair  of  the  prize,  by  the  Com- 
modore's engagement  to  cause  all  Tunissian  proper- 
ty to  be  restituted,  the  subject  t)f  the  loan  before 
mentioned  was  brought  forward.  The  question  was 
asked  the  Bey  whether  the  Commodore  was  arrested 
by  his  order  ?  He  answered  evasively  ;  by  saying  it 
was  not  customary  for  a  Commodore  ever  to  depart 
without  making  him  a  visit  of  congee  ;  and  that  he 
had  been  informed  carriages  were  ready  for  the  pur- 
pose the  morning  of  the  fourth. 

It  is  true  that,  the  evening  of  the  3d,  the  Commo- 
dore had  concluded  to  see  and  take  leave  of  tlie 
Bey  ;  and  that  the  morning  following,  carriages  were 
prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  commercial  agent 
had  said  to  him,  he  thought  the  affair  of  the  prize 
might  be  arranged  without  difficulty  at  the  palace  ; 
and  that  delay  might  be  obtained  for  the  payment  of 
this  balance  by  engaging  the  good  offices  of  tlie  Min- 
ister. But  the  equivocal  and  suspicious  behavior  of 
the  government  relative  to  the  prize  reclamations,  as 
stated  in  my  report  of  yesterday,  had  determined  the 
Commodore  to  go  on  board  ;  to  make  his  further 
communications  with  the  palace  through  the  medium 
of  the  consulate  ;  and  to  leave  to  me  the  adjustment 
of  this  balance.     His  detention  was  the  consequence. 

I  could  not  forbear  remonstrating  in  pointed  and 
animated  terms  witli  the  Bey  against  this  national 
indignity  and  breach  of  hospitality.  1  stated  to  iiini 
the  means  1  possessed  to  meet  this  deM.  That  1 
had  already  informed  my  government  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  :  and  that  answers  could  not  now , 
be  long  in  arriving.  That  I  had  reason  to  suppose 
the  confidence  always  manifested  on  his  part  towards 
me,  and  the  integrity  of  my  conduct  towards  him. 
would  have  shiehled  me  against  this  wound  to  my 
feelings  and  reputation.     That  this  loan,  as  lie  well 
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knew,  had  originated  in  measures  altogether  compiilr 
sory  ;  tluit  I  had  given  a  premium  of  two  thousand 
dollars  to  obtain  it ;  and  that  I  had  been  impeded 
from  a  more  seasonable  payment  by  reason  of  the  in- 
iquity I  had  experienced  at  his  court  ;  especially 
the  absolute  frauds  of  his  Minister,  who  had  literally 
robbed  me.  The  Sapitapa,  affecting  to  be  affronted 
at  this  charge,  as  usual  in  all  cases  w^hen  resisted  or 
reproached,  accused  me  of  being  mad.  And  the 
Bey,  taking  an  interest  in  his  cause,  oa^dered  me  im- 
mediately to  quit  his  court.  I  answered — It  is  well  ! 
I  am  not  dissatisfied  to  quit  a  court  ivhere  I  have  ex- 
yerienced  little  else  than  violence  and  indignitij. 
But  demanded  of  him  to  state  his  objections  to  my  Ur- 
gency ;  and,  if  he  had  found  me  unjust,  to  declare 
it.  Addressing  himself  to  tlie  Commodore,  he  an- 
swered.— "  The  Consul  is  a  man  of  a  good  heart, 
but  a  wrong  head.  He  is  too  obstinate  and  too  vio- 
lent for  me.  I  must  have  a  Consul  with  a  disposi- 
tion more  congenial  to  Barhary  interests  P^  When 
asked  in  what  I  liad  offended  ?  He  said,  I  had  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  his  country  by  bastinading  his  sub- 
jects I  and  named  Famin,  anotlier  Christian  and  a 
Jew.  I  acknowledged  that  1  had,  tJiree  years  ago, 
chastised  Famin.  But  I  denied  that  he  was  his 
subject ;  though  I  knew  hira  his  voluntary  slave  f 
His  contidct  towards  me  had  merited  chastisement  : 
it  had  b;*en  treacherous,  dislionest  and  base.  Find- 
ing no  other  means  of  justice  I  had  used  the  disci- 
pline which  I  would  again  use  in  similar  circumstau- 
ces.  As  to  the  Jew,  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  patiently 
taking  an  insult  in  my  own  house  from  any  man  ; 
much  less  from  an  Ai^erine  Jew.  The  other  affair 
had  been  misstated  to  him.  As  it  respected  my 
public  agency  I  was  conscious  of  not  Jiaving  been 
wanting  in  point  of  duty  nor  in  my  respect  to  him- 
self as  a  prince.  The  Bey  acknowledged  it.  I  reit- 
erated to  him  that  I  had  suffered  every  species  of  in- 
jury, outrage  and  indignity  in  his  Regency  ;  and  I 
thanked  hiui  uufeignediy  for  ordering  me  outofii. 
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I  should  at  least  le^vc  b^^.ad  me  the  impression  that' 
I  was  not  his  slave,  and  that  it  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  to  reduce  me  to  that  situation.  I  gave  him 
my  hand  and  wished  him  well.  He  reciprocated 
tlie  wish.  I  shall  embark  in  the  squadron.  Doc- 
tor George  Davis,  of  New  York,  will  remain  charged. 

March  Qth.  The  Commodore  embariied  the  sev- 
enth and  sent  the  balance  of  my  obligation  from  on 
board.  I  shall  quit  this  sink  of  treachery  tomorrow, 
and  repair  immediately  to  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  where  1  hope  to  render  a^ 
satisfactory  account  of  my  four  years  agency  here. 

I  think  it  worthy  remark,  that  yesterday  the  chiv- 
alier  de  Barthes  said  to  me  in  presence  of  Capt. 
Rodg^.vs,  he  had  discovered  that  the  Bey  had  medi- 
tated other  exactions,  which  he  intended  forcing  eu 
the  Commodore,  but  that  he  had  desisted  from  his 
projects  by  reason  of  being  informed  that  the  French 
commissary  general  had  interested  himself  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Americans.  That,  confounded  at  this 
information,  he  had  thouglit  it  prudent  to  change  his 
views. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  Mr.  Eaton  left  Tunis  ; 
and  on  the  20th,  arrived  at  Algiers.  The  next  day 
the  squadron  saikd  for  Gibralter,  Vvhere  it  arrived 
on  the  S3d.  On  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  Mk. 
Eaton  embarked  on  board  a  merchantman,  the  ship 
Perseverance,  bound  to  Boston,  where  he  arrived 
May  5th;  and  in  a  few  days  was  restored  to  the 
bosom  of  a  family  iVom  which  he  had  been  absent 
four  years  and  a  half. 

In  June  he  went  to  the  seat  of  government  in  order 
to  adjust  his  accounts  and  urge  the  administration 
to  the  adoption  of  more  vigorous  measures  against 
Tripoli,  as  well  as  to  induce  tliem  to  siwiction  and 
assist  the  plan  of  employing  Ilamet  Bashaw  in  op- 
posing the  I'cigniug  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  A  part  of 
his  accounts  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  demnnd 
the  interference  of  Congress  ;  a  settlement  was  there- 
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fore  postponed  till  the  ensuing  session.  Most  of  the 
summer  and  autumn  were  spent  in  the  management 
and  improvement  of  his  farm  in  Brimlield. 

In  January  1804,  Mr.  Eaton  repaired  to  Wash- 
ington to  adjust  his  accounts  under  the  sanction  of 
Congress,  the  Department  of  Sta.te  refusing  to  allow 
the  S  22,000  expended  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  the 
<!ooperation  of  the  Ex-Bashaw,  as  well  as  some 
minor  claims. 

The  followkis;  extracts  of  his  letter  to  the  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Representives  merit  perusal, 

HAVING-  gone  through  this  statement 
of  events  which  produced  the  items  of  my  claim  now 
before  this  honorable  house  ;  and  [)rought^  into  view 
the  most  considerable  transactions  of  niv  airencv  : 
both  as  they  relate  to  my  exertions  to  keep  the  peace 
at  Tunis  and  to  assist  the  operations  of  the  war  a- 
gainst  Tripoli ;  I  beg  it  ma^  be  considered  :  that, 
so  far  as  respects  the  latter,  I  have  been  but  the 
chief  acting  agent  of  a  measure  which  was  recom- 
mended and  urged  by  not  only  Mr.  Catbcart,  an  a- 
gent  of  the  government,  best  acquainted  with  the  prob- 
abilities of  its  success,  but  by  every  other  agent  and' 
citizen  of  tlie  United  States  with  whom  1  could  con 
suit,  and  who  were  entitled  to  my  confidence.  A 
measure  ultimately  adopted  by  every  commanding 
officer  who  has  appeared  on  that  station  since  it  took 
shape  ;  and  approved  by  the  Executive.  That  1 
have  taken  no  steps  in  the  measure  but  what  resulted 
from  the  position  on  which  I  was  placed  and  the  na- 
ture of  my  duty  ;  and  but  what  met  the  concurrence 
of  Mr.  Cathcart  and  sudi  other  officers  of  the  gov» 
ernment  as  were  on  the  ground.  That,  so  far  as  my  a<- 
gency  had  any  influence  on  the  measure,  it  succeed- 
ed :  and  that,  if  we  have  not  experienced  all  the^jene- 
fits  calculated  to  result  from  its  foil  effect,  it  ought  t<? 
be  attributed  to  the  inertia  of  a  commander  or  com- 
manders over  whose  conduct  I  had  no  control.  That 
vit-Wiis.Jiot  apprehended  any  expenses  to  the  United 
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States  would  accrue  from  the  measure.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  that  such  expenses  as  should  be  incident 
to  its  prosecution  would  be  defrayed  out  of  its  suc- 
cess ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  public  saving  both  of 
life  and  property  :  as  would  eventually  have  been 
the  case  if  it  had  been  prosecuted  with  suitable  en- 
ergy. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  recite,  tliat  my  ship  Glo- 
ria was  to  be  employed  on  this  emergency  only  till 
the  arrival  of  a  Commodore  on  the  coast.  But  it  was 
impossible  to  imagine  his  arrival  would  be  delayed 
eleven  months  after  the  plan  was  mature  for  execu- 
tion, or  that,  on  his  arrival  and  finding  it  in  that 
stage,  he  should  make  no  effort  to  give  it  effect.  He 
was  entreated  to  send  only  one  of  his  ships,  with  the 
agents  to  tiie  friendly  Bashaw  in  order  to  encourage 
his  perseverance  until  he  could  bring  the  whole 
squadron  to  cooperate  with  liim.  This  lie  refused  on 
a  pretext  that  the  ships  were  on  short  rations,  and 
must  all  accompany   him  to  Gibraltar  to  provision. 

This  may  have  been  the  case  ;  but,  it  is  neverthe- 
less true,  that  the  whole  squadron  lay  nine  days  after 
arriving  at  that  port  without  taking  in  even  a  biscuit 
or  a  bucket  of  water  :  tlie  Commodore  was  occupied 
with  his  lioyal  Highness,  the  duke  of  Kent,  solicit- 
ing a  court  of  admiralty  to  adjudicate  upon  David 
Yalenzin,  the  Jew,  whom  he  picked  out  of  an  impe- 
rial vessel,  near  Malta.  It  is  true  that  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  this  Commodore  before  Tripoli  was  not 
till  the  22d  May,  1803.  It  is  true  that  during  this 
term  of  a  year,  from  his  first  arrival  on  the  station,  he 
never  burnt  an  ounce  of  powder  ;  except  at  a  royal 
salute  fired  at  Gibraltar  in  celebration  of  the  birth 
day  of  his  Brit anic  Majesty  ;  or  on  similar  occa- 
siens.  And  it  is  equally  true,  that,  during  the  peri- 
od of  seventeen  months  he  commanded  the  whole 
force  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mediterranean,  he 
was  only  nineteen  days  before  the  enemy's  port  ! 

I  certainly  feel  no  inclination  to  act  the  informer  : 
iior  would  1  state   these  facts  were  it  not  that  those 
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(leliuqiiencies  have  most  deeply  affected  me  ;  irifled 
me  of  my  honor  ;  and,  for  ought  I  know,  reduced 
me  to  extreme  poverty.  Whereas,  had  I  been  sup» 
ported  with  that  energy,  nay,  with  that  integrity, 
which  was  due  to  the  confidence  of  the  government 
in  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  expedition,  I  should 
have  saved  both  my  honor  and  my  projierty.  I 
should  at  least  have  saved  myself  the  mortification 
of  this  appeal  to  the  equity  and  sensibility  of  the  na- 
tional legislature.  And,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
my  country  would  have  experienced  lasting  benefits 
from  my  exertions. 

It  is  presumed  the  project  with  Hamet  Bashaw  is 
still  feasible.  The  ver^^  circumstance  of  his  exist- 
ence is  evidence  of  liis  holding  a  position  formidable 
to  I  he  enemy  ;  for,  it  is  well  known,  a  Turkish  des- 
pot never  lets  a  rival  exist  v  honi  he  can  destroy. 
And,  I  must  be  permitted  still  to  adhere  to  the  opin- 
ion, whiclrhas  actuated  my  conduct  in  this  aft'air, 
that  it  is  the  most  eligible  way  of  securing  a  perma- 
nent peace  with  that  Regency  ;  for  there  is  no  faith 
in  treaties  icith  the  riding  Basliaiv  ! 

Besides  the  impression  to  be  made  on  the  worlds 
by  this  species  of  chastisement,  it  would  have  a  ben- 
eficial infiuence  on  the  other  Barbary  Regencies. 
To  them,  the  precedent  would  be  dreadful ;  for  it 
would  be  no  very  difficult  matter  in  case  of  war  to 
start  a  rival  in  either  of  those  Regencies  ;  i\\(^  gov- 
ernment of  Algiers  being  military  elective  ;  and  the 
Beylique  of  Tunis,  though  liereditary,  now  held  by 
usurpation.  Tiiis  may  account  perhaps,  for  the 
Sapitapa  having,  after  deliberation,  seceded  from 
his  engagements  with  me  in  favor  of  reestablishing 
the  legitimate  Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

But,  whether  the  project  be  yet  practicable  or  not, 
it  is  believed,  sufficient  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  convince  tine  understanding  of  every  one,  who  is 
willing  to  be  convinced,  that  the  object  which  that 
enterpiize  aimed  to  secure  was  worth  an  experi- 
ment.    W|th  the  discretionary  iustructions  I  held,  I 
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feliould  have  thought  myself  chargeable  with  a  ttiM 
inal  omission  liad  I  not  used  every  effort  to  secure 
it :  for  if  a  prominent  occasion  offers  which  might 
place  the  life  and  dominion  of  the  enemy  into  our 
hands,  would  it  not  have  been  treacherous  to  have 
neglected  it  ? 

It  may  be  asserted  Avithout  vanity  or  exageration, 
that  my  arrangements  with  the  rival  Bashaw  did 
more  to  harrass  the  enemy  in  180S  than  the  entire 
operations  of  our  squadron.  Yet  tlie  force  sent  into 
the  Mediterranean  that  season  was  adequate  to  all 
the  purposes  of  the  war  ;  and,  with  the.  favorable 
positions  which  had  been  secured,  might  have  put  an 
€nd  to  it  in  sixty  days  after  arriving  at  the  post,  had 
the  arrival  been  seasonable.  This  is  not  my  solita- 
ry opinion.  The  Bey  of  Tunis  hijnself,  when  hear- 
ing of  the  plan  concerted  between  the  Americans  and 
the  rival  Bashaw,  exclaimed  "  Said  Joseph  is  ruin- 
ed V  Meaning  the  ruling  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  But 
it  is  now  pretended  the  enterprise  was  abandoned  or 
the  score  of  economy  !  Oliver  Crorawd  searched  the 
Lordy  whenever  he  had  occasion  to  veil  his  sinister 
views  from  ?nen  !  ICconomi  seems  to  be  the  mask  of 
the  day  with  us  to  disguise  the  most  palpable  and 
inexcusable  neglects  of  duty  ;  for  it  is  hackneyed 
by  every  hypocrite  whose  baseness  wants  a  shield 
for  delinquency ;  or  whose  jealousy  seeks  to  blast 
the  merit  of  that  vigilance  and  energy  which  cannot 
I)ut  upbraid  his  remissness.  Hence  the  very  com- 
mander, who  recoils  at  the  prodigality  of  seeing  a 
•siugle  ship  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  a  meas- 
ure which  might  have  decided  the  fate  of  the  enemy; 
and  at  a  moment  when  no  alternative  existed,  seems 
wholly  unconcerned  at  having  employed  the  whole 
<^perative  naval  force  of  the  United  States  an  entire 
year,  in  the  Mediterranean,  attending  the — travele 
•of  a  woman  / 

Let  it  not  be  inferred  from  these  strictures  that 
your  petitioner  is  an  infidel  to  the  doctrine  of  econo- 
my 1  On  the  cuntrary,  he  believes,  but  not  in  a. mis- 


GEK.    EATON.  S47 

application  of  the  term  nor  a  perversion  of  the  prin- 
ciple.    Witliout  the  arrogance   of  believing  himself 
capable  of  advising,  may  he  not  be  permitted  to  ask  ? 
If  this  kind  of  concern  for   the  public  weal  should 
have  influence  to  circumscribe  the  provisions  which 
the  necessary  operations  of  the  present  moment  re- 
quire on  the  Barbary  coast,  will  it  not  betray  us  in- 
to degredations  and  sacrifices  which  will  be   felt  by 
the  latest  generations  of  posterity  ?  Can  there  be  a 
doubt  that  the  Resrencies  are  all  covertly  leagued  in 
the  war  ?  Is  not  the  question  at  issue  between  them 
and  us,  whether   we   will  yield  ourselves  trihutary 
and  subscribe  to  conditional  articles  of  slavery ;  or 
take  an  attitude  more  analogous  to  our  national  glo- 
ry and  i-flterest  ?  Is  there  a  citizen  in  America  who 
would  not  rather  contribute  somethins;  extraordinary 
for  an  eftectual  resistance  to  the  pretentions  of  these 
Beys,  than  by  an  illusive  calculation  of  gaining  by 
withholding  those  contributions,   take  the  yoke  of  a 
Barbary  pirate  ;  subscribe  to  voluntary  chains ;  and 
leave  the  blush  of  ages  inscribed  on  our  tombs  ! 

Let  my  fellow  citizen-e  be  persuaded,  that  then- 
is  no  borne  to  the  avarice  of  the  Barbary  princes  : 
like  the  insatiate  grave,  they  can  never  have  enough. 
Consign  them  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  as 
the  price  of  peace,  they  would  still  tax  our  labors 
for  more  veritable  expressions  of  our  friendship. 
But  it  is  a  humiliating  consideration  to  the  indus- 
trious citizen,  tlie  sweat  of  whose  brow  supports  him 
with  bread,  tliat  a  tithe  from  his  hard  earnings  must 
go  to  purchase  oil  of  roses  to  perfume  a  pii^te's 
beard  ! 

It  would  be  indeed  something  astonishing  that 
these  pitiful  hordes  of  sea  robbers  should  have  ac- 
quired such  an  aseeudency  over  the  small  and  even 
considerable  states  of  Christendom,  were  it  not  easily 
accounted  for  upon  commercial  principles.  It  is 
true  that  Denmark  ind  Sweden  (and  even  the  U- 
uited  States,  following  the  example)  gratuitously 
rarnish  almost  all  their  materials  for  ship  building 
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and  munitions  of  war  ;  besides  the  valuable  jewels 
^and  large  sums  of  money  we  are  continually  paying 
into  tiieir  hands  for  their  forbearance,  and  for  the 
occasional  ransom  of  captives.  Holland  and  Spain 
bring  them  cash,  naval  constructoi*s,  engineers,  and 
workmen  in  their  dock  yards.  Without  these  re- 
sources theywould  soon  sink  under  their  own  igno- 
rance and  want  of  means  to  become  mischievous. 
Why  this  humiliation  ?  Why  furnish  them  the  means 
to  cut  our  own  throats  ?  It  is  from  a  degrading  count- 
ing house  policy  in  the  cabinets  of  the  more  powerful 
nations  of  Europe  to  keep  tliese  marauders  in  exist- 
ence as  a  check  ui)on  the  conimercial  enterprise  of  their 
weak  neighbors.  And  from  a  principle  of  commercial 
rivalship  among  the  iributaries,  which  aims  to  sup- 
plant each  other  in  the  friendsliip  of  these  chiefs  by 
the  pre])onderance  of  bribes  :  a  principle,  however, 
■which  ultimately  defeats  its  own  object  : — for  tlie 
Beys,  like  apostate  lawyers,  take  fees  on  both  sides, 
and  by  a  rule  of  inversion,  turn  their  arguments  a- 
gainst  ihc  client  wJio  has  the  heaviest  purse. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  inducements  of  the 
Barbary  States  to  commit  piracies  on  our  commerce 
tliere  is  aTiollier  incentive  equally  powerful, 
which  may  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  yet  wiiicii  affects  only  us. 
We  are  the  rivals  of  Algiers  and  Tunis  in  one  prin- 
cipal article  of  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  ; 
which  h  bread  corn.  Immence  quantities  of  that 
cj^senlial  life  article  are  annually  sliipped  from  both 
those  Regencies  to  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Italy,  and 
occasionally  to  oiher  povts  of  Christendom  in  that 
^ea.  This  article  of  commerce  at  Algiers,  as  well 
as  all  Qthers,  is  farmed  by  the  Jew  house  of  Eocri 
and  Busnah  ;  who  are  v.  ell  known  to  have  a  pre- 
ponderating influence  in  all  the  aflairs  of  that  gov- 
ernment. 

At  Tunis,  the  government  i'self  monopolise  the 
entire  commerce  of  the  kin::;dom.  In  botli  llci^en- 
cies  that  rivalship  cannot  hut  excite  a  spirit  of  hog 
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tility  to  our  commerce  ;  more  particularly  so  as  this 
is  the  chief  article  of  exportation  in  botli  countries  ; 
from  which  the  governments  receive  their  principal 
I'evenue  ;  and  an  article  which  always  commands 
ready  sale  and  cash  payment^  or  advantageous  bar- 
ter. 

.  In  case  of  a  rupture  with  either,  or  both  those  Re- 
gencies, a  plentiful  supply  of  this  article  to  those 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  a  close  blockade  of 
the  enemy's  ports,  might  bring  them  to  their  senses. 
It  would  be,  next  to  an  invasion  of  their  country,  the 
most  wounding  blow  which  could  be  inflicted.  It 
would  convince  them  tliat  they  have  as  much  need 
of  our  friendship  as  we  have  of  theirs.  Are  not 
such  the  principles  of  reciprocity  we  should  wish  to 
establish  ? 

I  am  aware  that  these  remarks  may  be  deemed 
irrelative  to  the  subject  of  this  exposition.  They 
may  not  be  found,  however,  foreign  to  the  interest  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  They  are  the  re- 
sult of  observations  taken  on  the  spot  ;  and  will 
probable,  at  some  not  very  distant  period,  be  found 
to   contain  substance.         ^         ^         ^         ^         ¥^ 

I  believe  it  will  also  appear  manifest  that  tlie 
measures  pursued  by  me  with  Hamet  Bashaw, 
were  influenced  by  no  stronger  motives  than  an  ar- 
dent zeal  to  serve  my  country  by  chastising  an  ene- 
my, who  richly  merits  chastisement,  in  a  way  eco- 
nomical, eilectual  and  honorable  :  that  this  plan 
might  have  been  seasonably  elTectuated,  if  I  had  not 
been  abandoned  by  the  very  characters  on  whom  its 
execution  ultimately  depended  :  and  that  thus  all 
expen,ce  to  the  United  States  would  have  been 
saved. 

It  is  hoped  it  will  be  considered  that  in  any  event 
of  the  issue  of  this  project,  but  one  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  be  particularly  affected  hij  it. 
One  indeed  may  be  ruined  !  But  forgive  the  bold- 
ness of  the  appeal  :  would  it  become  the  honor  and 
the  magnanimity  of  my   country  to  pass  ao  severe  a 
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decision  on  upright  intentions  ?  Where  is  the  country 
which  ever  called  upon  a  general  to  reimburse  the 
expenses  of  a  battle  or  a  campaign  ?  If  the  expen- 
ses  of  the  measures  I  have  conducted,  and  for  which 
I  thought  myself  authorized  to  apply  public  funds, 
should  be  admitted  to  my  credit,  there  may  be  found 
a  small  balance  due  to  me  from  the  United  States, 
If  not,  I  am  at  once  a  bankrupt  and  a  beggar  !  Net 
product  of  the  earnings  of  almost  five  years  exile  ! 

I  very  well  know  that  there  is  one,  and  perhaps, 
two,  individuals,  who  have  been  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, who  would  be  Avilling  enough  to  see  this  ter- 
mination of  my  aifairs  :  Individuals  who,  with  a 
view  of  shrouding  positive  delinquency  in  the  im- 
agery of  malfeasance  of  office,  on  my  part,  have  an- 
onymously come  forward  and  stamped  my  conduct 
before  the  public  Avith  the  epithets  of  sjjeculative 
tLiiil  fraudulent !  Conscious  I  am  that  this  nameless^ 
blushless  accusing  spirit  merits  not  the  attention  of 
a  refutation.  It  is  nevertheless  due  to  my  country. 
If  at  any  period  of  my  agency  I  had  been  actuated 
by  motives  of  speculation,  means  have  not  been 
wanting  which  might  have  been  employed  in  a  man- 
ner not  to  have  been  detected  nor  evaded. 

If  I  had  received  a  tiskery  for  a  thousand  caffices 
of  wheat,  worth  ii^w  thousand  dollars,  which  the  Bey 
of  Tunis  tendered  me  as  an  exj)ression  of  his  per- 
sonal attachment,  when  he  was  intriiruins;  to  obtain  a 
promise  for  a  ship  of  war,  what  mortal  eye  could 
have  ferreted  out  the  fraud  ?  It  Avould  have  been  a 
transaction  between  hiui  and  me  altogether  secure 
from  penetration.  The  tacit  condition  of  receiving 
it  would  have  been,  on  my  part,  <mly  to  write  the 
government  slating  the  necessity  of  sending  out  the 
frigate  as  a  preventative  of  war.  This  would  have 
implied  an  assumpsit  which  could  not  have  been  e- 
vaded. — My  eountry  wcuild  have  sacrificed  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  ;  ten  per  cent  of  wliich  wouhl 
have  been  my  compensation  for  manifesting  a  disjw 
sition  congenial  to  the  Barharij  interests  / 
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When  the  bankruptcy  of  Jaume  and  Shwaiz  hap- 
pened at  Leghorn,  and  their  agent  at  Tunis^  Ju- 
lius  Cesar  Alberganty,  was  involved  in  the  sum  of 
SI 20,000,  had  I  acknowledged  him  an  American^ 
certificates  of  which  he  held  from  our  Consuls  in  Ita- 
ly, Sactoris  and  Appleton,  and  thus  given  counte- 
nance to  the  pretensions  against  the  United  States 
of  the  Algerine  Jews,  who  were  his  chief  crediiors, 
a  douceur  of  twenty  per  cent  on  this  sum  was  pro- 
posed as  my  commission  for  using  so  prudent  a  pre- 
caution against  affronting  the  ^' Potent  Dey  of  Al- 
giers,^^ 

When  six  Danish  vessels  were  abandoned  to  me 
by  their  masters  for  a  sum  which  the  negociator, 
Koefoed,  acknowledges  to  his  court  not  to  I)e  one 
third  their  value  ;  had  speculation  on  the  misfortune 
or  misery  of  men  influenced  my  conduct,  is  it  reason- 
able to  suppose  I  should  have  rendered  them  to 
their  proprietors  for  the  original  sum  paid  as  their 
ransom  ? 

If  this  principle  had  actuated  my  agency  in  1801, 
when  passports  for  the  Bey's  merchantmen  to  Tripo- 
li were  demanded  of  me,  in  which  1  might  have  tak- 
en an  interest,  and,  in  refusing  which,  I  put  my  life 
in  jeopardy,  is  it  not  natural  enough  to  suppose  I 
would  have  sought  some  pretext  to  justify  the  con- 
cession.  It  would  liave  been  very  easy  to  say,  this 
was  the  only  preservative  of  peace  ;  and  this  reason 
would  nave  been  valid  against  all  conjecture. 

And  when  this  demand  was  again  revived  in  1802, 
and  it  was  declared  to  me  that  a  refusal  on  my  part 
would  produce  a  proscription  from  the  court  against 
me  ;  do  the  sacrifices  I  made  in  adherence  to  my 
position  look  like  a  preference  of  my  own  interest  or 
gafety  to  that  of  the  public  ? 

Or,  finally,  when  the  Bey  of  Tunis  ordered  my 
ship  Gloria  to  America  with  his  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dent, demanding  a  frigate  ;  and  furnished  her  with 
his  passport  for  the  purpose  ;  if  I  had  consulted  ray 
particular  interest  in  the  affair,  is  it  reasonable  to 
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suppose  I  would  again  hazard  my  personal  safety 
and,  instead  of  obeying  the  Bey's  mandate,  profit  of 
the  protection  of  his  passport  to  get  the  ship  to  Leg- 
horn for  sale  at  a  certain  loss  ?  (I  sacrificed  )gi7?000 
in  the  sale  of  that  ship,  and  am  without  remedy.) 
If  I  had  yielded  to  the  Bey's  demand,  or  rather  pos- 
itive order  in  this  instance,  and  the  pretext  would 
have  been  a  good  one,  the  United  States  must  have 
indemnified  me  in  all  the  consequent  expenses.  Bu  t 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  has  never  been  seen 
floating  in  the  service  of  a  Barbary  pirate,  under 
my  agency. 

I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  any  peculiar  merit  in 
having  rejected  overtures  and  submitted  to  sacrifi- 
ces :  my  situation  rendered  it  incumbent  on  me.  But 
if  any  consideration  be  due  to  the  principles  of  anal- 
ogy,  or  parity  of  reasoning,  the  inference  will  be  nat- 
ural here,  that,  instead  of  abandoning  the  public  in- 
terest to  speculative  views,  I  have  sacrificed  my  own, 
as  well  as  my  personal  tranquility,  in  a  fixed  adher- 
ence to  the  duties  of  my  trust.  Stupidity  alone  could 
admit  the  idea  that  a  man,  in  the  exercise  of  reason, 
would  forego  so  many  secure  opportunities  to  enrich 
himself  by  an  indirect  speculation,  and  yet  create 
schemes  of  fraud  at  midday  and  in  the  face  of  the 
world.  I  have  a  right  to  feel  indignant  at  this  coic- 
ardlij  atiempt  to  assassinate  my  reputation  ! 

In  order  to  show  what  degree  of  respectability  at- 
tached itself  to  my  agency  in  the  opinion  of  respect- 
able Europeans  on  the  spot,  it  may  not  be  deemed 
vanity,  nor  improper,  to  subjoin  here  a  translated 
copy  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  rank  and  con- 
sideration, dictated  by  the  impulse  of  his  feelings  on 
hearing  of  the  events  which  occurred  the  day  next 
before  its  date  ;  and  also  of  a  certificate  from  ray  col- 
leagues  the  European  agents,  presented  me  through 
the  medium  of  the  Chevdicr  de  Barthes. 
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TRANSLATION  of  the  LETTER. 

SiRj  AND  MUCH  HONORED  FrIEND, 

Tunis ^  March  7th,  1803. 
WE  behold  you  then  finally  forced  out 
of  Tunis  after  having  for  years  endeavored  honora- 
bly to  support  the  interest  of  your  nation,  without 
one  moment  enjoying,  during  this  epock,  the  trifling 
consideration  vainly  attached  to  the  station  of  a  Con- 
sul in  Barbary  !  We  behold  you  at  length  the  vic- 
tim, 1  hope  momentary,  of  a  combination  of  events 
and  intrigues  the  origin  of  which,  I  venture  to  «ay, 
may  be  traced  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States  with 
these  Regencies  ;  whose  expedients,  nnliappily  for 
the  cause  of  humanity,  the  civilized  world  despise 
with  too  ranch  haughtiness  and  ignorance  ;  and 
whose  ridiculous  pretensions  they  flatter  with  too 
much  patience  and  baseness.  Your  peace  with  Tu- 
nis, above  all,  was  negociated  under  the  most  unfa- 
vorable auspices.  It  ought,  with  some  reason,  to 
shock  the  personal  pride  of  this  Bey,  that  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  or  rather  his  Jews,  assumed  an  air  of  being 
your  protectors,  calculated  tu  impress  a  notion  of  de- 
pendence on  the  Tunissian  prince.  This  impolitic 
step  gave  him  no  exalted  opinion  of  the  genius  of 
your  government.  And,  indeed,  your  inactive  war 
with  Tripoli  can  injpress  him  with  no  great  idea  of 
your  coercive  powers. 

Never  had  a  Consul  so  thorny  a  way  to  clear  as 
yourself ;  an  object  so  difficult  of  attainment.  He, 
who  had  the  honor  to  represent  your  nation  on  your 
arrival  here,  by  the  slavish  and  cringing  part  he  act- 
ed at  this  court,  had  the  means  and  the  baseness  to 
sell  your  interests  ;  the  chief  source,  in  my  opinion, 
to  which  you  may  ascribe  your  subsequent  political 
embarrassments. 
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is it  possible  to  doubt^  a  single  moment,  the  unfa- 
vorable opinion  this  man  impressed  on  the  Bey,  of 
your  government  ! 

I  will  not  conceal  what  I  observed  at  the  time  of  i, 
negociating  your  treaty,  that  the  Bey  of  Tunis  is  not 
establishing  a  peace  itnth  the   United  States  ;  it  is  a 
commercial  speculation  :  Famin  is  his  political  fac- 
tor ^  and  will  gain  the  commission  !  I  now  venture  to 
add  ;  the  Bey  had  reason,  tlie  error  was  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.     It  is  not  astonishing  that  the 
successor  of  Famin,  taking  a  position  firm  and  analo- 
gous to  the  station  he  came  here  to  fill,  should  sur- 
prise the  Bey  by  so  singular  a  contrast.     He  had  a 
right  to  doubt  whether  this  firmness  were  peculiar  to 
your  individual  character  ;  or  whether  it  was  that 
which   your  government  wislied   to   display  here. 
Ought  he  not  to  say,  a  nation  who  begins  their  rep- 
resentation by  one  of  ?ny  minions  have  not  the  ap- 
pearance  of  meaning  to  brave  my  pretensions  P  This 
inadvertence  in  the  clioice  of  the  first  individual,  who 
ought^  plainly  speaking,  to  fix  in  a  degree  the  consid- 
eration which  the  United  States  should  in  future  en- 
joy with  this  Regency,  is  a  fault  of  whicli  the  actual 
consequences  prove  the  magnitude,  and  the   injuri- 
ous irapiessions  of  which  will  with  difficulty  be  erad- 
icated ;  time  will  demonstrate  this. 

Pardon  these  reflections. — The  idea  of  your  de- 
parture force  them  from  me.  Friendship  founded 
in  esteem  participates  the  injuries  which  a  friend 
experiences.  I  do  not  offer  you  my  condolence. 
IDuty  discharged  inspires  not  such  a  sentiment. 

I  am^  Sir^ 

Your  devoted  and  faith  fid  friend. 


Marse^  two  leagues  from  Tunis. 


To  WiixiAM  Eaton,  Esq. 
Consul  of  the  United  States^  §*c. 
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TRANSLATION  of  the  CERTIFICATE. 

^^  WE  the  undersigned  Consuls  and  a- 
gents  of  the   European  governments^  at  the  Regency 
of  Tunis,  certify,  that  Mr.  William  Eaton,  Con- 
sul of  the   United  States  of  America,  has,  on  every 
occasion,  supported  the  rights  of  his  nation  with  dig- 
nity and  integrity.     It  is  with  pleasure  we  give  liim 
this  testimony  of  the  truth  and  of  our  friendship. 
Bone  at  Tunis,  the  iOth  March,  1803. 
Signed,   A.  NYSSEN,    Consul    General  of  the 
Batavian  Republic, 
DEVOISE,    Commissary  General  and 
charge  of  affairs  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, near  the  Bey. 
^         HENRY  CLARK,  British  cimrge  of 
§  affairs. 

^         JOSEPH  NODRIEZ,  Consul  Gener- 
al, and  charge  of  affairs  of  his  Cathol- 
ic Majesty. 
HOLCK,    His  Banish  Majesty^s   Con- 
sul General. 

I  ask  nothing  of  my  country  but  reciprocal  sup- 
port. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  profound  respect, 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
City  of  Washington,  Feb.  iGth,  1804. 

N.  B.  Touching  at  Algiers,  Consul  O'Brien 
came  on  board.  He  expressed  surprize  at  seeing  me, 
I  sketclied  to  him  the  event  of  my  congee  at  Tunis. 
He  said  he  had  apprehended  a  squall  :  and  express- 
ed his  reasons  :  which  he  reduced  to  writing,  as  fol- 
lows. 

'^  This  will  certify,  that,  in  October  180S,  a  re- 
spectable Jew  merchant  from  Tunis  declared  to  me, 
?md  in  the   presence   of  Bocri  and  Busnah  of  Al- 
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giers,  and  also  in  the  presence  of  Capt.  Morris'^ 
(Andrew)  ^^  that  the  Sapitapa,  or  Tunissian  Minis- 
ter^ had  declared  to  the  said  Jew^  that  he  would  work 
ihe  destruction  of  the  American  Consul  at  Tunis. 
The  Jew  further  added,  that  the  Sapitapa  said,  he 
was  determined  to  have  an  American  Consul  more 
pliable,  to  his  views. 

Given  under  my  handy  this20ih  day  of  Marclu 
1803. 

rSignedJ    RICHARD  O'BRIEN/^ 

Mr.  Eaton's  accounts,  howevei*,  were  not  wholly 
adjusted  this  session.  In  April  he  was  appointed 
navy  agent  of  the  United  States,  for  the  several 
Barbary  powers,  with  the  view  of  going  forward  to 
Hamet  Bashaw,  to  aid  the  operations  of  the  United 
States'  squadron  against  the  ruling  Bashaw  of  Trip- 
oli. 

In  June  he  embarked  on  board  the  frigate  John 
Adams,  in  company  with  the  President,  the  Con- 
gress, the  Essex  and  the  Constellation,  all  in  commis- 
sion for  the  Mediterranean  service,  under  Commo- 
dore Samuel  Barron,  and  Captains  Rodgers,  J.  Bar- 
ron, Campbell  and  Cliauncey. 

.If  sea  Mr.  Eaton   wrote    the  following  letter  to 
Col,  J) wight  of  Spring  f  eld. 


ri"^ 


To  Col.  Dwight. 

Extract  of  a  letter  f^of  instructions  J  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  James  Leander  Cathcart^  dated 
Jlliriimhy  1803. 

''  MY  last  to  you  was  of  August  S2d, 
1802.  It  was  then  hoped  you  would  have  been  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  making  peace  witli  Tripoli,  for 
which  the  crisis  was  peculiarly  favoi^able.  The 
course  of  circumstances  baving  deprived  us  of  thr 
advantages  of  tiu>?  crisis,  to  wiiicli  (lie    tenor  n}'  your 
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official  insti*uctioiis  was  adopted,  the  President  lias 
thought  proper   to  review   them  with  an  eye  to  the 
charge  in  the  state    of  things  under  which,  if  peace 
be  still  unmade,  the  negociations  for  it  must  still  be 
carried  on.     And  considering  that  the  Bashaw  is  no 
longer  under  the  domestic  distresses,   which,  at  one 
time,    humbled   his   pretensions  :  that  all  the  other 
nations  at  w^r  with  him,  have   yielded  to  the  cus- 
tomary terms    of  peace  ;  and  that  the  new  terms, 
which  the  concurrent   policy  of  all    civilized  nations 
ought  to  force   on  these  Barbarians,    would  now  be 
pursued   by  the   United   States  at  a  very  gre?a  ex- 
pense, not  only  without  the    cooperation,  of^a  single 
other  power,  but  in  opposition  to  the  .e^xample  of  all. 
and  at  a  period,  *n  different  resj)ec*^g'  critical  to  their 
affairs,  it  is  thought  best  that  y;^^  should  not  be  tied 
down  to  a  refusal  o/p'^*?6"(fj^\v]iether  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  peace,  or  to  h^^  ^^^Jj^  ^V(;//i  time    to   time 
durins;  its  caritiniiam^^  —Especially   as  in  the  latter 
case  the  title  to  the.  '  j^igsents    will  be  a  motive  to  its 
continuance ;  to  ^:jy^{^  ^hat  the  Bashaw  shall  receive, 
in  the  tirst  inst:^.^^^     including  the    consular  present, 
the  sum  ot  ?;y  QQQ  CuAXiix^  and  at  the  i^ate  afterwards 
ot  eight  oiig  ^;^^  thousand  dollars  a  year- 

./*''''^;e  sums  can  be  reduced,  you  will,  of  course, 
'''^'''r^^'jurselfofthe  opportunity.  But  no  enlarge- 
""•nV^Sf  them  towards  the  examples  of  other  nations 
I.  He  admissible;  especially  if,  at  the  date  of  the 
'    <' iciations,  none  of  our  citizens  should  be   in  cap^ 


tivii  (/^^^ 


,    lade  in  mofzsw,  and  not  in  stores  : 

\5iodical payments  are  to  be  hienaial  rather  than  anuu- 

A\  ;  and  the  arrangeimnt  of  i^^^K^'Pr^lr''!' ^''^'"^ 
^X()  PART  of  the  PUBLIC   TEl^:^^^^^ 
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ed  it  proper,  especially  under  present  circumstances^ 
to  contest  a  right  possessed  and  occasionally  exer- 
cised by  all  governments,  and  will  therefore  with- 
out delay,  send  another  successor  to  Mr.  O'Brien, 
He  reserves  to  you,  however,  the  Consulate  at  Tu- 
nis ;  which  was  your  fu-st  object,  and  which  Mil. 
Eaton  has  signilied  his  purpose  of  leaving.  Your 
commission  is  herewith  inclosed,  with  a  letter  from 
the  President  to  the  Bey. 

It  is  foi^eseen  that  the  Bey  of  Tunis  will  expect  to 
receive  periodical  presents,  in  like  manner  as  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli  ;  and  we  are  prepared  to  arrange 
them.  He  has  made  several  demands  of  presents 
from  the  Unii^d  States,  and  last  of  all  a  frigate. 
These  have  gene.^ally  been  decliiied  on  our  part, 
and  we  are  determined  to  withhold  tlie  latter  ;  but 
the  circumstance  may  hx^  glanced  at^  as  our  motive 
lor  proposing  the  perrodieai  ;)ayments,  by  which  Ave 
v/ish  at  once  to  manifest  our  goXod  will  and  liberali- 
ty to  the  Regency  ;  to  give  hini  an  i^iterest  in  pre- 
serving  peace  ;  and  to  regulate  at  j^^ fixed  rate  what 
is  now  so  uncertain  a?  to  its  demands.  ^ 

It  is  believed  also,  that  if  other  circunlistances  are 
propitious,  it  will  l>e  eligible  to  settle  the  i.'^cceptance 
of  them  by  Tunis,  at  a  moderate  rate,  as  a  p.velimina- 
ry  to  the  negociatiou  with  Tripoli,  since  it  -a  3^  ^^}^^ 
tlie  former  Regency  ;  afford  a  scale  for  seitlinbp  with 
the  latter  ;  andanlicipate  a  limit  to  the  propos\^^  ^^^^ 
Bey  might  otherwise  make  by  refering  to  the  pi  '^^^- 
derit  set  with  respect  to  Tripoli.  The  sum  U  >  ^^ 
allowed  Tunis  is  to  be  payable  in  cash,  and  no^^  }^* 
exceed  the  rate  of  S10,o6o  per  annum,  to  be  p^i^^^ 
biennially,  if  it  can  be  so  settled. '^  kc.  \ 

Mr.  Catlicart  proceeded  to  Tunis  with  these  term  ^^ 
and  a  consular  i)resent,  some  time  in  the  summer  od^ 
1803  ;  but  tlie  Consul  and  the  terms  were  [)oth  re  -. 
jected  by  the  Bey.  It  appears  Mr.  Catlicart  wrote  r 
the  Bey  fronj  on  board,  after  having  left  the  king-  > 
dom,  or  while  at  anclior  in  the  road  of  Tunis,  in 
terms  at  which  his  Excellency  felt  his  piratical  di:x 
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nity  insulted,  and  on  which  accoiuit  he  memorializ- 
ed the  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  consequence  of  which  the  President  wrote  the 
Bey. 

'^  Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  the  Most  Illustrious 
and  Most  Magnificent  Prince^  tiie  Bey  of 
Tunis. 

Great  and  good  Friend, 

I  RECEIVED  in  due  time  your  letter 
of  7th  of  September,  repeating  the  request  of  a  frig- 
ate  of  36  guns,  Avith  which,  on  a  former  occasion  I 
had  informed  you  that  circumstances  did  not  permit 
us  to  comply.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  stating 
that  these  circumstances  continue  ;  and  that  our  na- 
val force,  being  only  proportioned  to  our  exigencies, 
we  cannot  with  prudence  lesson  it  by  parting  with 
any  portion  of' it. 

I  should  regret  much  a  misconception  of  our  mo- 
tives on  tliis  occasion.  We  set  a  just  value  on  your 
friendship,  as  we  do  on  that  of  all  other  nations  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse,  and,  as  we  presume  they 
do  on  ours. 

These  mutual  friendships,  and  the  interests  aris- 
ing out  of  them,  are  equivalents,  the  one  for  the  oth- 
er ;  and  authorize  equal  claims  and  rights  on  both 
sides. 

Of  our  dispositions  towards  yourself  in  particular, 
we  have  not  been  wanting  in  proofs,  in  addition  to 
the  faithful  fulfilment  of  our  treaty  ;  nor  shall  we, 
on  proper  occasions,  fail  to  conttnue  reasonable  man- 
ifestations of  them,  according  to  the  rules  we  observe 
in  our  intercourse  with  nations. 

Such  being  our  regard  for  you,  it  is  with  peculiar 
concern  I  learn,  from  your  letter  of  14:th  September, 
that  Mr.  Cathcart,  whom  I  had  chosen  to  succeed  to 
the  place  of  Mr.  Eaton,  near  you,  and  chosen  from 
r  confidence   in  his  integrity,  experience,  and  good 
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dispositions^  has  so  conducted  himself  as  to  incur 
your  displeasure.  In  doing  this^  be  assured,  he  has 
gone  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of  his  instructions  : 
which  were>  that  his  deportment  should  be  such  as 
to  make  my  esteem  and  respect  for  your  character 
both  personal  and  public  ;  and  to  cultivate  your 
friendship  by  all  the  attentions  and  services  he  could 
render.  So  soon  as  he  went  out  of  this  ]ine  he  was 
out  of  the  line  of  his  duty  ;  and  his  acts  are  disclaim- 
ed as  in  oj)position  to  his  orders.  On  his  return  to 
the  United  States,  he  will  be  made  sensible  how  far, 
in  this,  he  departed  from  the  intention  of  his  employ- 
ers. 

Tlie  consideration  that  the  bonds  of  peace  between 
nations  ought  not  to  be  burst  asunder  by  the  hasty 
and  unauthorized  acts  of  a  public  agent,  was  worthy 
of  your  wisdom  and  justice.  And  the  acquiescence 
in  the  transaction  of  our  affairs  by  Mr.  Davis,  until 
an  agent  couhl  he  sent  with  formal  authorities,  mani- 
fested a  desire  of  maintaining  a  good  understanding, 
which,  being  reciprocal  is  auspicious  to  ojir  peace. 

In  selecting  another  character  to  take  the  place  of 
])tr.  Cathcart,  I  sliall  take  care  to  fix  on  one,  who,  I 
hope,  will  better  fulfil  the  duties  of  respect  and  es- 
teem for  you  :  and  who,  in  so  doing  only,  will  be 
the  faithful  representative  and  organ  of  our  earnest 
desire  that  the  peace  and  friendship  so  happily  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  countries  may  be  firm  and 
permanent.  And  I  pi  ay  Almighty  God,  great  and 
good  friend,  that  he  may  have  ^ou  under  his  holy 
keeping. 

Done  at  the  city  of  IVcishidgton^  in  the    U- 
nited  States  of  America^  this  twenty  sev- 
enth day  of  January y  one   thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four, 
(SignedJ     TI103IA8  .TEFFFJISON. 

Jamcs  jVJADisoX;  Secretary  of  state, 

lie  must  be  a  very  coward  who  can  receive  an  af- 
front and  beg  pardon  for  the  injury.     The    languagt 
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v3f  the  Bey's  letter,  demanding  a  frigate,  was  the  Ian- 
guage  of  a  lord  to  his  vassal.  The  spirit  which  dic- 
tated the  answer  betrays  more  the  inspiration  of 
Carter's  Mountain  than  Bunker's  Hill.  If  I  recol- 
lect ever  having  seen  the  effusions  of  so  much  mean- 
ness  of  spirit  flow  from  an  American  pen,  it  was  in 
Chancellor  Livingston's  letter  of  congraiiilation  to 
Talieyraiid  on  the  successful  murders  of  the  imperial 
highwayman,  Bonaparte  !  Who  can  any  longer  doubt 
that  our  exalted  philosopher  is  a  humble  Christian, 
after  liaving  seen,  in  so  many  instances,  his  ready 
obedience  to  one  of  the  most  mortifying  injunctions 
of  that  system  :  "  If  thine  enemy  smite  tliee  on  the 
one  cheek  turn  tliou  the  other  also  !"  But  if  *"  all 
liars  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  burns 
with  fire  and  brimstone,"  as  much  as  he  hates  the 
smell  of  gunpowder,  lie  stands  awfully  exposed  to 
that  of  sulphur  ! 

It  may  recur  to  some  of  my  friends  that,  on  my 
arrival  in  America,  May  5th,  1803, 1  stated,  in  a 
Boston  federal  paper,  that  the  Bey  of  Tunis  had  de- 
manded a  frigate  of  36  guns  of  the  President  ;  and 
that  s,hortly  after  an  article  appeared  under  the  offi- 
cial column  of  Smith's  paper  at  Washington,  deny- 
ing the  correctness  of  my  statement.  Tlie  tenor 
of  that  article  plainly  shewed  that  it  came  from  the 
department  of  state  ;  and  my  truth  sunk  under  the 
inliuencc  of  di£:ni(ied  fraud.  But  how  brazen  and 
blushless  must  have  been  that  hypocrisy,  which  dar- 
ed so  deliberately  to  pass  this  deception  on  the  pub- 
lic credulity,  and  thus  wrongfully  to  lay  jnc  under 
the  imputation  of  misrepresentation  ;  when  those 
instructions  to  Mr.  Catlicart  of  April  9th,  had  exist- 
ed in  the  office  more  than  a  month,  and  had  actually 
gone  forward,  with  tlie  acceptance  of  my  resigna- 
tion ! 

An  article  in  tliose  instructions  states  that  1  had 
signified  my  intention  to  leave  the  Consulate  at  Tu- 
ni*.  Accompanying  the  Bey's  letter,  demanding  a 
frigate,  went  forward  ^  fair  report  of  the  resistance  I 
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iiad  opposed  to  tlie  claim,  of  my  assurances  to  the 
Bey  that  he  would  never  receive  any  further  conces- 
sions from  the  United  States,  as  the  condition  of 
peace,  and  my  plain  declaration  that,  if  further  con- 
cessions were  made,  /  ifjould  not  be  the  piedium 
through  whom  they  should  he  communicated.  1  re- 
quested Mr.  Madison  lo  make  known  this  resolution 
to  the  President,  with  an  expression  of  my  further 
determination  that,  unless  supported  in  the  attitude 
1  had  taken  at  that  piratical  court,  and  taken  in  strict 
obedience  to  the  w^iole  tenor  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  in- 
^ivwdiioiL'^^  I  would  not  sprve  another  season  in  that 
station.  I  had  perceived  a  languor  in  the  measures 
of  government,  concerning  Barbary  affairs,  which 
foreboded  humiliations,  in  which,  not  having  bee-n 
accustomed  to  retraction,  I  liad  no  notion  of  acting 
a  part.  But  it  was  iiitended  these  late  instructions 
should  be  concealed  from  me  ;  as  it  was  also  that 
the  prostration  of  the  national  honor,  they  authoriz- 
ed, should  be  from  the  public  mind  ! 

The  dignity  of  the  United  States  was  laid  at  the 
feet  of  those  Chiefs  of  dog  kennels,  Tunis  and  Trip- 
oli, by  our  President's  prayers  that  they  w  ould  con- 
sent to  accept  the  homage  of  a  tribute,  which  sliould 
be  entailed  on  our  posterity  to  all  generations  ;  yet  so 
as  ''  to  form  no  part  of  the  public  treaty  if  a  private 
promise  and  understanding  could  be  substituted  V^ 

On  my  arrival  at  Washington,  I  remonstrated  with 
Mr.  Madison  against  the  imposition  passed  on  the 
public  and  the  injury  done  my  honor  by  the  contra- 
diction, ivhich  had  gone  from  Ijis  office  to  the  nation- 
al Intelligencer,  against  the  statement  I  had  commu- 
nicated to  tlie  pul)lic.  He  evaded  the  subject.  I 
waited  on  the  President  and  the  Attorney  General. 
One  of  them  ^vas  civile  and  tlse  otiier  grave  ;  but 
neither  disposed  to  give  me  the  satisfaction  I  de- 
manded, and  which  common  honesty  should  have 
induced  them  voluntarily  to  render.  It  was  very 
easy  to  be  perceived  that  changes  had  been  adopted 
in  our  system  of  intercourse  ^vith  the  Regency  I  had 
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left,  which  lendered  ray  opinions  nugatory  ;  and 
that,  though  all  acknowledged  my  zeal  and  decisiou 
agreeably  to  instructions,  all  seemed  indilFerent  a- 
bout  the  sacrifices  thence  resulting  to  myself,  and 
careful  to  conceal  from  me  what  those  changes  were. 
Notwithstanding  which,  I  endeavored  to  enforce 
conviction  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  meeting  the  aggressions  of  Barbary,  by  retali- 
ation. He  waved  the  subject ;  and  amused  me  witli 
predictions  of  a  political  millennium,  which  was  a- 
bout  to  happen  in  the  United  States.  The  millenni- 
um was  to  usher  in  upon  us  as  the  irresistible  conse- 
quence of  the  goodness  of  heart,  integrity  of  mind, 
and  correctness  of  disposition  of  Mr.  Jeiferson.  All 
nations,  even  pirates  and  savages,  were  to  be  moved 
by  the  influence  of  his  persuasive  virtue  and  master- 
ly skill  in  diplomacy.  Whatever  faith  I  might  oth- 
erwise have  been  prevailed  on  to  place  in  t!ie  proph- 
ecies of  that  old  elect  lady,  I  could  not  yield  the  as- 
sent of  my  mind  to  the  truth  of  the  data  on  which  she 
predicated  this.  But  though  I  did  not  presume  to 
contest  with  her  the  attributes  of  the  American  Baal, 
who  was  to  work  this  miracle  on  other  nations  for  the 
exclusive  good  of  our  own,  I  could  not  help  express- 
ing my  doubts  of  the  natural  temper  of  mankind,  as 
too  depraved  to  be  so  marvelously  influenced  by  re- 
flective goodness.  For,  though  the  depravity  was  to 
be  regretted,  it  is  a  truth  to  which  the  experience  of 
every  day  bore  testimony,  that  the  voluntary  acts  of 
benevolence  exercised  by  individuals  or  nations  to- 
wards others,  if  they  savored  of  weakness  or  pusil- 
animity,  generally  produced  contempt  rather  than 
respect ;  and  invited  insult  rather  than  inspired  grat- 
itude. 

No  acts  of  the  sublimest  goodness  would  shield  an 
individual  nor  a  nation,  from  violence  and  pillage, 
who  keep  no  locks  to  their  coffers  nor  guards  to 
their  magazines.  Men  yield  their  homage  rather  to 
the  objects  of  their  terror  than  of  their  gratitude. 
Jove   himself  would   receive   neither   sacrifices  nor 
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praytrs  at  liis  altars,  if  it  were  not  for  liis  thunders. 
And  no  man  ever  yielded  the  homage  of  respect  to 
man  till  first  laid  under  apprehensions  of  danger 
from  withholding  it. 

My  old  pupil  was  so  wrapped  up  in  faith  of  his 
idol  that  my  morality  had  no  more  effect  upon  him 
than  it  would  upon  a  young  Hopkintonian  candidate. 
He  did  not  tell  me^  however,  that  the  productive 
goodness  on  which  all  depended  was  to  exhibit  itself 
towards  other  nations  by  contributions  from  our  na- 
tional treasury,  and  by  a  shameless  prostitution  of 
the  national  honor  ! 

The  same  spirit  of  submission  which  dictated  the 
instructions  of  April  Otii,  1803,  pervades  the  body  of 
the  President's  letter  of  January  7th,  1804.  Both 
are  so  repugnant  to  the  system  urged  in  my  state- 
ment to  Congress  about  the  same  time,  that  I  now 
feel  the  full  force  of  an  observation  ma'de  to  me  by  a 
gentleman  belonging  to  that  body,  that  "  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  called  for  my  services  if  they 
could  do  without  them." 

The  proposition  of  S10,000  tribute  lias  been  vol- 
unteered by  Mr.  Cathcart  to  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
and  by  Mr.  0*Bi  ien  and  Davis  to  the  Key  of  Tunis  : 
and,  thank  God,  by  botli  rejected  as  too  trijiing  a  con- 
sideration for  their  friendship  ;  and  the  feelings  of 
the  nation  on  this  subject  have  <it  length  been  so 
clearly  expressed  that  the  President  will  not  presume 
to  renew  the  offer.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
chaste  philosopher  will,  after  all  that  is  past,  take  to 
liimself  the  merit  of  having  redeemed  the  honor  of 
his  country  by  resisting  those  dishonorable  terms  o4' 
peace  with  these  two  Regencies. 

Had  the  private  bargain  been  struck  according  to 
calculations  of  our  chief  Mairistrate,  the  navy,  before 
this,  would  have  been  removed  and  hauled  up  a  I 
jVIonticello.  He  will  now  have  the  merit  also  of 
reviving  the  navy,  and  restoring  the  credit  of  the 
national  ilag.  Ji  man  the  most  fortunate  in  contin- 
gency — the  most  base  in  calculation. 
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I  am  about  to  close  this  long,  and  already  too  te- 
dious letter  by  detailing  a  proof  of  this  conclusion, 
in  which  I  am  too  seriously  concerned;,  perhaps  to 
be  cool. 

When  on  the  30th  March  last^  at  Washington,  I 
engaged  to  take  the  management  of  an  enterprise  on 
the  coast  of  Barbary,  which  Imd  for  its  object  the 
recovery  of  our  captives  in  Tripoli,  and  imposing 
terms  of  peace  on  the  Regency,  by  bringing  a  rival 
and  ail  army  in  the  enemy^s  rear,  the  President  and 
his  cabinet  council  had  formed  sanguine  hopes  of 
its  success.  Hamet  Bashaw,  the  elder  brother  and 
legitimate  sovereign  of  the  enemy,  having  long  since 
been  gotten  out  of  his  exile  at  Tunis  by  my  man- 
agement, liad  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  an  army 
of  Arabs  at  Derne,  and  had  gained  some  considera- 
ble advantages  in  the  field  over  the  army  of  the  usurp- 
er. He  now  ofl'ered,  by  letters  to  the  President, 
to  share  the  benefits  of  those  advantages  w  ith  the 
United  States,  on  condition  of  an  effectual  coopera- 
tion with  him  on  our  jiart  against  the  common  ene 
my.  The  prospect  of  success  being  then  beyond  a 
doubt,  those  overtures  were  accepted,  and  the  Presi- 
dent concluded  to  send  out  to  him,  as  he  had  asked, 
tliose  supplies,  on  the  score  of  a  loan,  some  field  ar- 
tileryj  a  thousand  stands  of  arms,  and  forty  thousand 
dollars.  On  my  return  to  Washington,  May  10th, 
those  prospects  were  encouraged  by  information  of 
other  advantages  gained  by  the  troops  of  the  friend- 
ly Basliaw.  Two  months  were  consumed  while  the 
squadron  were  gettuig  in  readiness  to  take  its  depar- 
ture. These  supplies  were  to  have  been  taken  on 
board  at  Hampton  roads,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  na- 
vy informed  rae.  Mean  time  information  arrived 
that  tlie  Bashaw  had  retired  to  Alexandria /or  want 
of  snjrplies.  On  the  first  symptoms  of  a  reverse  in 
his  affairs,  discouragement  superceded  resolution 
with  our  executive,  and  economy  supplanted  good 
failh  and  honest  v.     The    auxiliary  supplies,   no\r 
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supposed  to  be  in  readiness,  are  withheld.  The 
President  becomes  reserved.  The  Secretary  of  war 
believes  ice  had  better  pay  tribute.  He  said  this  to 
me  in  his  own  office.  Gallatin,  like  a  cowardly  Jew, 
shrinks  behind  the  counter.  Mr.  Madison  leaves 
every  chiii^to  the  Secretary  of  the  navy  dejmrtment. 
And  I  am  ordered  on  tl*€  expedition  by  Secretary 
Smith,  who  by  the  bye,  is  as  much  of  a  gentleman 
and  a  soldier  a?,  his  relation  with  administration  will 
sufter,  without  any  special  instructions  to  regulate 
my  conduct  ;  without  even  a  letter  to  the  ally  to 
whom  I  am  directed  ;  without  any  tl)ing  wh«atever 
said  to  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  subject  of 
supplies  ;  notliing  but  a  general  and  vague  discre- 
tion concerning  tlie  cooperation,  and  nothing  more  to 
him  of  my  agency  in  the  affair  than  that,  '^  Mr.  Ea^ 
TON  is  our  agent  for  the  several  Barbary  llegencies^ 
and  ivill  be  extremely  useful."^  Thus  tacitly  refer- 
ring him  to  me  in  case  the  project  should  seem 
feasible. 

The  cautious  policy  of  the  President,  in  this  in- 
stance as  in  others,  is  calculated  to  evade  responsi- 
bilitv,  as  well  as  to  secure  to  himself  all  the  advan- 
tages  of  a  miracle  :  for,  as  I  have  before  stated,  he 
neither  sends  forward  supplies,  nor  even  makes  any 
reply  to  the  chief  of  whose  friendship  he  is  wiljing 
to  protit.  If,  therefore,  the  cooj)eration  fail  of  succifss, 
he  evades  the  imputation  of  haviug  embarked  ii^i  a 
speculative,  theoretical,  chimerical  project.  Tins 
will  fix  on  me.  Whereas,  if  it  succeeds,  the  glojiy 
of  the  enterprize  will  be  all  his  own  ;  ascrihed  to  his 
foresight  and  sagacity.  A  more  embarrassing  situc*]!- 
tion  therefore  than  that  in  which  this  pusilanimoii^s^ 
conduct  and  sly  policy  places  me,  can  hardly  be  con^ 
ceived.  I  carry  witii  me  no  evidence  Mhateverji 
from  our  government,  of  the  sincerity  of  their  inten-,^ 
tions  towards  the  friendly  Bashaw.  He  has  once  j 
been  disappointed  in  the  reliance  he  placed  in  the  . 
assurances  1  had  given  him  ;  because  those,  nssur-^ 
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ancesj  though  recognized  by  the  President   through 
Mr.  Madison^  were  not  supported  by  the  Command- 
er on  whom  the  execution  of  the   measure  was  in- 
cumbent.    1  have  no   alternative  but  to  p^ace  my 
breast  in  this  breach   of   confidence   and  good  faith. 
This  I  am  resolved  to  do,  and,  by  exposing  my  tem- 
poral salvation,  convince  the  ally  and  the  world  of  a 
consistency   and   fidelity   in    my    country    which,  1 
myself  am  convinced,  does  not  exist  with  our  admin- 
istration any  further  than  considerations   purely  in- 
dividual render  it  convenient.    In  these  resolutions,  1 
am  bound  to  Egy|:it.     But  what  must  be  done  when 
I  get  tliere  will  require  the  utmost  efforts  of  my  ca- 
pacity at  expedient.     Some  expectations  are  formed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  from   this   coali- 
tion.    Some  confidence,  I  am   persuaded,  is  placed 
by  my  friends  in  my  zeal  to  render  it  advantageous 
and  honorable  to  the  nation  ;    and  some   reliance  on 
my  agency  to  give  it  shape  and  eflect.     These  confi- 
dences shall  not  be  disappointed.     And  though  the 
adventure,  for  I  now  consider  it  as    such,  be  as  for- 
lorn, and,  perhaps,  as  hazardous  as   any   one   ever 
successfully  undertaken  by  an  individual,  I  will  car^ 
ry  it  into  execution  or  perish  in  tlie  endeavor.     I  am 
convinced  that  our  captives  cannot  otherwise  be  re- 
leased without  ransom  ;  and,   as  an  individual,  I 
would  rather  yield  my  person  to  the   danger  of  war 
in  almost  any  shape,  tlvan  my  pride  to  tl^e   humilia- 
tion of  ^reatin^  with  a  wretched  pirate   for  the  ran- 
som of  men  who  are  the  rightful  heirs  of  freedom. 

But  lest  this  expedition  should  fs,il  of  success,  and 
my  intentions  should  consequently  be  distorted  into 
a  mere  matter  of  speculation,  I  have  resolved  not  to 
accept  any  compensation  for  my  services,  except  a 
sufficiency  to  cover  my  actual  expences, 

I  can  say  therefore,  as  a  Spartan  Ambassador 
to  the  kins;  of  Persia's  Lieutenant,  when  asked 
^'  whether  he  came  with  a  public  commission  or  on 
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Ills  own  account  ?^' — ^^  If  successful^  for  the  public  : 
if  unsuccessful,  for  myself.'^ 

I  remain,  with  great  respect, 
Sir,  Your  Obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  EATON 

Hon.  Thomas  Dwight. 

From  the  Journal. 

July  2ist,  1804,  At  meridian.,  made  Pico,  one  of 
the  Western  Islands  or  Azores.  Wind*  had  been 
uniformly  fair  15  days. 

Sunday^  22d.  Winds  shifted  a  head.  Stood  in 
near  the  islands. 

Saturday,  ^StJu  Constant  head  winds.  At  Me- 
ridian, the  frigate  Congress  made  a  signal  discover- 
ing Madeira. 

Sunday,  29th.  Beating  with  ahead  wind,  came 
within  3  leagues  of  Funchal,  the  chief  Town  of  Ma- 
deira. 

Su7idoy,  ^lu^ust  Cith.  At  1-S  Past  11,  made  Mag- 
adore,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  bearing  S.  by  E.  wind« 
constantly  a  head. 

Sunday,  i2th.  At  9,  A.  M.  Made  cape  Spartel, 
bearing  S.  E.  six  leagues.  It  is  remarkable  that 
from  leaving  cape  Henry,  July  i3th,  till  making  the 
Western  Islands,  on  the  21st,  the  winds  were  con- 
stantly strong  and  fair  from  the  soutli  west  ;  and 
from  this  date  till  making  Cape  Spartel  on  the  ISth 
August,  they  were  as  constantly  strong  and  contrary, 
from  the  East,  varying  a  few  points  northerly  and 
southerly.  That  the  first  15  days  we  considered 
our  passage  more  than  two  thirds  made  ;  but  that 
the  other  third  was  gained  with  difficulty  in  SS  days. 
During  the  whole  passage  the  Aveather  was  extreme- 
ly line  :  not  a  day  but  a  ship's  barge  would  have 
lived  at  sea  without  danger. 

August  16///.  The  President  and  Constellation 
^Ot  under  way  for  Tripoli.     Captains  Kodgers  and 
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S.  Barron  with  the  Congress  and  Essex  ordered  to 
the  Morocco  coast  to  v>  atch  the  movements  of  the 
Emperor. 

Sunday y  iQth.  S,  A.  M.  Within  a  league  and  a  half 
of  the  island  of  Alboran, — Winds  ahead. 

20th.  Oft*  CapeDe  Gat,  becalmed.  Sunk  a  queen's 
ware  plate  over  the  strern,  suspended  to  a  bog  line, 
which  was  seen  at  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  eiglit  feet. 

2ist,  Delivered  my  opinion  to  Commodore  l^arraR 
concerning  the  apparent  advantages  of  cooperating 
with  Hamet  Bashaw  against  Tripoli  :  and  the  pro- 
bable disadvantages  of  acting  without  his  coopera- 
tion. 

If  this  plan  succeeds  (which  will  certainly  liave 
the  full  coincidence  of  the  Commodore)  and  a  treaty 
should  follow,  insert  some  clause  favora])le  to  the 
Danes  and  Swetles  ;  because  the  Consul  of  tlie  forra- 
er  nation  has  befriended  our  captives  in  Tripoli  ; 
and  because  the  latter  have  been  disappointed  in  the 
reliance  they  placed  in  our  alliance  with  them  in 
this  war  ;  and  because  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
is  our  rival  in  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Thursdaij^  Jlu^ust  2^d,  Half  past  3,  P.  M.  latitude 
N.  36  degrees  30  minutes  longitude  W.  %  degrees 
41  minutes  15  seconds,  17  miles  W.  off  cape  De  Gat, 
felt  a  violent  shock  of  an  earthquake,  which  lasted 
about  30  seconds.  It  had  the  exact  resemblance  of 
the  ship's  keel  grazing  hard  upon  a  rock.  We 
w^ere  at  dinner  in  tiie  cabin.  The  shock  was  gen- 
exal  through  the  ship  :  it  was  supposed  she  was 
aground — Consternation  seized  the  board—all  rail 
on  deck — the  ship  kept  iier  way  and  no  appearance 
of  rocks  or  shoals  could  be  discovered.  The  Con- 
stellation, whose  Captain  dined  aboard  of  us,  we  be. 
ing  becalmed,  soon  made  signal  to  speak  the  Com- 
modore :  and  coming  up,  reported  she  had  struck  a 
rock.  On  enquiry,  we  found  she  felt  the  shock  at 
the  same  instant  it  was  felt  in  the  President.  A 
Spanish  merchantman  being  at  that  time  about  one 
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league  on  the  Comnirulore/s  ituidboard  bow,  a  breeze 
sprung  up  :  we  bore  down  and  spoke  her  :  she  had 
felt  the  shock,  and  said  it  was  very  violent.  About 
5  o'clock  we  experienced  another  emotion  in  the  ship, 
less  violent,  but  more  tremulo^is,  than  the  first. 

Saturday^  25th,  Off  cape  De  Gat,  a  strong  gale  a- 
liead  ;  felt  a  violent  shock  of  an  earthquake. 

Sunday^  August  2Qth,     Made  Cape   Falcon,  on 
the  Barbary  coast. 

Monday^  27tlu     Made  Cape  Ivi,  on  the  Barbary 
coast. 

Friday,  Si st.  E.  wind,  veered  to  the  north  ;  and 
we  laid  our  course  forMa,lta.  It  is  remarkable  that 
since  the  21st  July,  the  day  we  made  Pico,  a  space 
of  forty  one  days,  the  wind  has  been  constantly  and 
directly  ahead  ;  excepting  about  12  hours  in 
/  enterina:  and  leavine;  Gibraltar,  durins:  which  time 
^  we  have  beat  to  windward  a  distance  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues. 

Sunday^  Septe?nber  2d.  6,  P.  M.     Made  the  isl- 
and of  Sardinia. 

5th.     Arrived  at   Malta.     Quarrantined  :  having 
spoke  a  Tunissian. 
.;J  6th.  Mr.  O'Brien,  under  the   stern,  said   he  had 

been  to  Tripoli  and  Tunis,  by  authority.  To  the 
Bey  of  the  latter  he  had  offered  an  annual  tribute  of 
eight  thousand  dollars  to  compromise  for  a  frigate  by 
him  demanded  of  the  United  States.  To  the  former 
one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  for  a  jjeace 
and  ransom  of  our  captives.  Terms  rejected  by 
both.  -51^  ^  *  ^         ^  •*  *■ 

To  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  th(^  Navy. 

Malta,  September  Qth,  1804. 
HAMET  BASHAAV  is  at  Alexandria, 
in  tlie  friendship  and  protection  of  a  Bey  of  Egypt  ; 
waiting,  as  Mr.  Pulis  informs  me,  for  auswers  to  his  ' 
proposals  offered  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  The  advantages  calculated  to  result  from 
a  cooperation  with  him  seem  not  to  have  diminished 
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ill  prospect  from  any  occurrences  which  have  hap- 
pened since  those  proposals  were  made.  The  leign- 
ivig  Bashaw  persists  in  his  demand  of  a  ransom  for 
oyr  captives.  But  the  distress,  which  must  he  oc- 
casioned by  the  means  he  is  obliged  to  use  in  sup- 
port of  these  pretentions,  cannot  but  increase  the 
discontentmentof  his  subjects^  and  ripen  tliem  for 
revolt.  For.  such  of  them  as  subsist^  (Ji'dinarily,  by 
cruising  or /commerce,  being  barred  those  resources 
by  a  liarrassing  blockade  ;  and  sivch  as  depend  on 
labor  for  subsistence,  being  compelled  to  serve  for  liis 
defence  without  pay,  will  be  very  apt  to  seize  an  op- 
portunity to  relieve  themselves  from  that  distress. 
when  it  offers,  on  principles  so  consistent  with  their 
proper  allegiance  and  religion.  Those  subjects^ 
who  weie  heretofore  in  the  interest  of  the  friendly 
Bashaw,  are  still  so.  Through  these  instruments, 
I  lirmly  believe,  the  enemy  may  be  taken  from  his 
sofa  at  the  same  instant  that  our  fellow  citizens  are 
rescued  from  chains.  The  only  obstacles  which 
seem  to  oppose  the  success  of  this  measure  are  want 
of  supplies  to  put  it  into  operation.  These  are  not 
in  the  fleet;  and  the  Commodore  is  not  decided 
Avhetherany  construction  of  the  President's  instruc- 
tions extends  to  a  discretion  of  procuring  and  fur- 
nishing them  :  he  will  probably  express  iiimsclf  ou 
this  subject  after  having  lixed  on  hi»  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 

Satardcuj,  September  ioth.  Went  on  board  the 
brig  Argus  for  Malta,  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Monday,  ijtlu  At  mid  nig!  it  arrived  at  Malta, 
Found  tlie  Constitution  there. 

Saturday,  22d.  Sailed  for  Syracuse.  Commo- 
dore Preble  on  board. 

Monday,  2-Wi.  Arrived  at  Syracuse.  The  John 
Adams  heie. 

Wednesday,  ^tJi.  Took  room  at  the  house  of 
George  llyson,  Esq.  navy  agent  of  the  United  States : 
a  plain,  fra^ik,  up  and  down,  hospitable  Yorkshire- 
man. 


^S  LIFE    OF 

TJiiirsdaij,  2yth,  The  President^  Commodor^', 
Barron^  arrived.  Col.  Lear  and  Lady  on  boarcj. 
The  Commodore  in  ill  health. 

Saturday^  '29th.  Sat  out  for  Messina  by  land,  ^n 
company  with  Commodore  Preble,  Capt.  Decatur, 
Mr.  Morris,  the  Commodore's  Purser,  and  Mr.  Ey- 
land  Randolph,  conducted  by  Lorenzo  Abbate,  » 
very  attentive  and  intelligent  Sicilian,  lodged  at  a 
villa2:e  called  Lentina,  near  the  lake  of  the  same 
name. 

Sunday y  Sej/tember  SOth.  Took  a  tour  in  boats 
upon  the  lake.  A  stagnant^  sickly  surface  exhaling 
a  foetid  atmosphere,  very  similar  to  that  between 
the  ruins  of  Carthage  and  the  city  of  Tunis  :  said  to 
have  been  created  by  an  earthquake  :  covered  with 
fowl,  and  full  of  fish,  both  of  a  wretcJied  qualify. 
Arrived  at  Catania,  foot  of  Mount  Etna,  and  took 
lodgings  at  the  tavern  of  Lorenzo  Abbates,  our  guide, 
the  only  tolerable  public  house  of  entertainment  in 
the  place. 

Monday^  October  ist.  Yisited  the  natural  and 
artificial  curiosities  of  Catania. 

Wednesday y  Sd.  Sat  oft*  An*  Messina,  lodged  at  a 
village  under  the  foot  of  the  Mountain,  20  miles 
from  Catania. 

Thursday y  "Ith.  Travelled  twenty  one  miles  and 
lodged  at  a  village  eighteen  miles  from  Messina. 

October  oth.  Arrived  at  Messinn,  at  9,  A.  M. 
Found  here  the  Ijrig  Argus  and  sciiooner  Enterprise, 
which  hr.d  come  in  the  day  before. 

Sunday,  7th.  Took  lodgings  with  Jonathan  Erad- 
bert,  Es(|.  navy  agent  of  the  United  States,  a  lich, 
intelligent,  respectable  Brit'sh  merchant,  of  ])lain 
manners  and  hospitable  dispositions.  Average  div- 
idend of  expence  from  Syracuse  to  Messina,  dollars 
36,30.  Gratifications — tjie  society  only  of  our  own 
party  ;  and  there  damped  by  a  continued  series  of 
melancholy  proofs  how  fatal  to  human  happiness  is 
the  hypocricy  of  religious  bigotry  in  the  hands  of  a 
privileged    priesthood.      Every    tUing  is   stamped 
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with  wretchedness  ;  which  nothing  short  of  an  en- 
tire revolution  or  the  resurrection  can  erase.  Bry- 
(lone  is  a  graceless  liar— so  is  general  description. 

Sunday^  Oct,  2otk,  Dined  with  the  Governor  of 
Messina.  .j:— - 

Thursday,  iSth.  Sailed  from  Messina.  Commo^ 
dore  Preble  and  Capt.  Decatur  passengers. 

Friday f  IQth.  2,  A.  M.  Arrived  at  Syi'acuse.  ' 

Monday,  22d.  Sailed  for  Malta. 

Tuesday,  2Sd,  9,  P.  M.  Arrived  at  Malta. 

In  portj  the  frigates  President,  Constitution,  John 
Adams  :  brigs  Argus,  now  arrived,  and  Vixen,  and 
schooner  Enterprize.  Commodore  Barron  sick  on 
shore. 

Friday,  S6tA.  At  evening  returned  on  board  the 
President. 

Saturday,  27th.  At  %  A.  M.  the  brig  Argus  sail- 
ed for  the  station  oif  Tripoli. 

Sunday,  2Sth.  Entered  the  Congress. 

Monday,  2Qth.  Entered  tke  Enterprise  and  Essex". 

Oct.  Sist.  Sailed  the  Essex. 

Thursday,  JSTov.  2d.  Sailed  the  President,  Con- 
stitution, and  Congress.  Took  in  convoy  a  stoie^ 
ship  for  Syracuse. 

Sd.  Arrived  at  Syracuse. 

'Mh.  Commodore  Barron  shifted  his  flas;  on  board 
the  Essex,  went  himself  on  shore  in  an  infirm  state 
6f  health,  and  the  President  Capt.  Cox,  command- 
er, put  to  sea  on  a  cruise.  Fell  in  with  the  Con- 
gress about  three  leagues  from  port,  cruising  along 
the  coast. 

8th.  Returned  into  port.  Found  the  Argus  at 
anchor  ;  having  returned  from  the  coast  on  account 
of  the  small  pox  breaking  out  in  her  crew.  She 
had  been  two  days  in  port. 

JSTov.  iOth.  Retiioved  with  baggage  on  board  the 
Argus  to  prosecute  the  expedition  to  Egypt.  About 
this  time  Capt.  Rodgers  took  command  in  the  Gon- 
stitution.     Cant.  Decatur  in  the  Congress. 

4  J  J 


:374!  LIFE   OF 

J\^oi\  i^th.  Argus  sailed  for  Malta  and  Alexan- 
dria. Left  in  port  at  Syracuse,  frigates,  Constitu-^ 
tion,  Congress,  Essex  and  John  Adams  :  brig 
Scourge. 

Commodore  Barron  sick  on  shore.  The  frigate 
President  gone  off  Tript)li  to  relieve  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

i5th.   Arrived  at  Malta,  midnight. 

i7th.  Sailed  for  Egypt. 

«yVor.  25th,  Arrived  at  Alexandria:  lay  off  for  a 
pilot. 

2(jth,  Entered  the  old  port.  In  port  a  Turkish 
Admiral  with  one  ship  of  the  line  and  six  frigates. 
The  Argus  saluted  the  Admiral's  flag  with  17  guns  ; 
salute  returned  with  13.  Samuel  Briggs,  Esq.  his 
Brittanic  Majesty's  Consul  on  board. 

27th.  Argus  saluted  the  castle  with  15  guns.  Sa- 
lute returned,  gun  for  gun. 

Waited,  on  the  Admiral,  Governor^^  and  supervis- 
or of  the  revenue.     Most  ho^pitablv  entertained. 

28tJi.  Embarked  for  Grand  Cairo  by  Rosetta. 
Lieut.  Blake  of  the  navy,  Lieut.  O'Bannon  of  the 
MarineSj  Midshipaien  Mann  and  Danielson,  Mr. 
Farquhar  and  Seid  Selim,  Alii,  a  drogoman,  and  six 
servants. 

J\*ov.  2[^th.  Detained  at  Alexandria  by  contrary 
winds. 

SOth.  Sailed  for  Jlosetta.  At  4,  P.  M.  anchored 
in  Abukir  Bay,  by  reason  of  the  day  beiiig  far  spent 
and  the  danger  of  passing  the  Bogliase  by  night- 
Took  the  occasion  of  visiting  the  battle  grounds  of 
8th  and  Slst  of  March  1801,  vet  covered  with  human 
skeletons. 

Dec,  ist.  Weighed  anchor  at  ;i,  A.  M.  at  1,  P.  M. 
entered  the  mouth  of  tlie  Nile.  At  half  past  2,  was 
met  by  the  English  barge  witli  the  drogoman  of  the 
..Consulate  at  liosetta  about  three  miles  from  the  citv. 
In  the  barge  was  Doctor  ^lendrici.  At  3,  arrived 
at  the  landing  where  we  were  met  by  Major  Misset, 
the  British  Jiesident  at  Grand  Cairo,  wlio  had  taken 
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refuge  liere  from  the  dangers  whicli  threatened  Eu- 
ropeans in  consequence  of  the  war  between  the 
Turks  and  Mamelukes,  which  raged  in  that  vicini- 
ty ;  and  were  by  him  conducted  to  Mr.  Patruci's^ 
the  Consular  house.     Fast  of  Ramadam  begins. 

Bee.  2d,  Impeded  from  proceeding  for  Cairo  on 
account  of  a  Skiak,  religious  chi^f,  having  siezed 
all  the  boats. 

3rf.  Engaged  a  boat,  (called  marches)  and  laid  in 
provision  for  the  passage. 

4f/i.  Embarked  for  Cairo.  Capt.  Vincengo,  Ma- 
jor Misset's  Secretary,  and  Doctor  Mendrici,  joined 
our  party.  Mr.  Blake  returned  to  Alexandria . 
Four  servants  with  those  gentlemen,  now  increased 
our  sfcrensith  to  eisihteen  able  bodied  men  well  armed 
and  provided.  Wind  coming  ahead,  came  too  near 
the  village  Deeby's  west  bank. 

dth.  Wind  contrary,  went  ashore  :  inhabitants  op- 
pressed and  miserable.  At  11,  A.  M.  made  sail. 
The  British  flag  displayed  on  Capt.  Vincent's  ves- 
sel ;  that  of  the  United  States  on  ours.  Dined  in  a 
garden  near  the  village  Fuor.  Astonished  the  in- 
habitants by  the  accuracy  of  the  rifle  shot,  having 
twice  split  an  orange,  in  three  shot,  at  the  distance  of 
S2  yards. 

JDec.  6th.  Went  on  shore  at  the  village  Sabour  : 
five  hundred  Albanian  deserters,  Arnout  Turks,  left 
this  wretched  village  on  the  4th,  after  having  de- 
stroyed every  thing  valuable  or  growing  within  and 
about  it.  The  inhabitants  apprised  us  of  a  camp  of 
wild  Arabs  about  four  miles  above,  of  which  tiiey 
manifested  great  fear.  They  prayed  for  the  return 
of  the  English.     It  is  the  universal  prayer  of  Egypt. 

Dec.  7th.  xit  eleven.  A,  M.  landed  near  a  village 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Nile.  Villagers  fled  at  our 
approach.  On  giving  tokens  of  friendship  some  of 
them  advanced  towards  us  :  when  told  we  were  En- 
glish they  flocked  around  with  demonstrations  of 
joy  ;  olTerediis  their  services,  and  raised  loud  ejacu- 
iations  for  our  establishment  in  tiie   country.     At  6, 
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P.  M.  arrlv  eil  at  the  town  of  Bulac  in  front  of 
Crrand  Cairo.  By  the  imprudent  behavior  of  my 
young  drogoman^  Alii,  and  of  my  Maltee  servant, 
Lewis,  firing  a  musket,  we  narrowly  escaped  an  as- 
sault from  the  Turks,  who  boarded  us  sword  in 
hand  ;  but  who  were  appeased  by  explanations. 

Saturday^  Dec.  Sth.  Entered  Grand  Cairo  on 
horseback,  accompanied  by  some  Turkish  officers  of 
distinction  ;  and  followed  by  an  innumerable  horde 
of  people  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  curious  to  see  Amer- 
icans !  Capt.  Vincents  assigned  us  apartments  in 
the  British  ministerial  house,  and  announced  us  to  the 
Vice  Roy  by  letter.  Doctor  Mendrici  waited  on 
his  highness  in  person,  and  informed  him  that  an  A- 
merican  General  accompanied  by  several  young  gen- 
tlemen of  the  navy,  who  visited  Cairo  during  the 
winter  suspence  of  (Iperations,  to  gratify  curiosity, 
had  arrived  and  would  pay  him  the  visit  of  respect 
at  such  time  as  would  l^e  agreeable.  The  Vice  Roy 
had  already  been  apprised  of  the  arrival,  and  had 
sent  horses  and  attendants  to  receive  us  on  shore, 
and  accompany  us  to   Cairo.     Visit  him   tomorrow. 

Five  o'clock,  visit  from  the  Vice  Roy's  interpret- 
er, welcoming  our  arrival  ;  offering  his  civilities  ; 
and  informing  that  tomorrow  evening  at  nine  o'clock 
he  would  receive  our  visit.  He  a])pointed  the  even- 
ing  because,  it  being  the  fast  of  Ramadam,  he  could 
offer  no  refreshment  by  day.         ^         ^^        ,^         * 

l)ec.  i9th.  Visited  the  island  Rhoda,  the  >iilom- 
eter,  and  the  village  Gizek  ;  all  a  pile  of  ruins. 
Palace  of  Murad  Bey  in  complete  ruins. 

20th.  \  isited  ancient  Cairo  ;  the  retreat  and  as- 
^yliim  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  her  son  Jesus. 

Passing  the  corn  market,  the  people  there  assem- 
bled, shouted  at  our  approach,  and  as  we  passed, 
raised  loud  acclamations  and  prayers  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  government  of  round  hats  in  the  coun- 
tnj,  that  the  price  oj  bread  might  fall  ;  supposing  v^ 
to  be  Englislimen. 
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Proceeded  to  the  village  Daerteen,  and  were  ad- 
mitted into  tlie  mosque  Atarenabee  ;  and  to  a  view 
of  all  the  ladies  of  the  village.  Omnia  vincit  ar- 
gent. 

Returned,     y  . 

Dec,  ^i;sh  B%aged  in  the  service  a  German  en- 
gineer, late  a  Colonel  in  the  Tyrol  battalions,  by 
name  Engine^  [alias  Leitensdorfer.]  Advanced 
him  fifty  dollars. 

At  evening  an  exhibition  at  the  English  house  of 
the  almee,  dancing  women.  Haggard  prostitutes, 
disgustful,  obscene  monsters,  who  exhibit  savage  na- 
ture in  jestures  of  studied  and  practised  depravity  : 
something  resembling  the  Spanish  balario^  from 
whicli  the  latter  probably  originated. 

tQth.  Visited  the  mountain  Catan  and  the  devil's 
coffeehouse. 

To  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Grand  Cairo,  December  iSth,  1804. 
LETTERS  of  recommendation  from 
Sir  Alexander  Ball,  to  his  Brittanic  Majesty's  Con- 
sul at  Alexandria  and  resident  at  Cairo  have  had  the 
effect  to  give  security,  and  perhaps  I  may  add  success 
to  this  expedition. 

On  the  30th  ult,  we  sailed  from  Alexandria  for 
Rosetta,  ai^d  arrived  the  day  following.  Found 
there  Major  Misset,  tlie  British  Resident,  who  had 
left  Cairo  in  consequence  of  the  war  which  rages  l>e- 
tvveen  the  Mamelukes  and  the  Turks  ;  and  which 
renders  a  residence  liere,  at  this  moment,  ])oih  dan 
gerous  and  disagreeable  ;  for  nothing  can  bo  more 
fluctuating  and  capricious  than  the  Government  in 
this  country,  except  the  disposition  of  tlie  slaves  over 
whom  it  dominates. 

The  attention  of  Major  Misset,  the  resident, 
though  it  cannot  exceed  my  gratitude,  far  exceeds 
any  means  I  have  of  expressing  it.  Finding  him  a 
frank,  open  hearted,  generous  soldier,  I  unreservedly 
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opened  to  him  the  ohject  of  my  voyage.  He  took 
every  stcp^  which  the  nature  of  his  situation  would 
justify,  to  facilitate  that  object.  And,  to  render  our 
passage  on  the  Nile  and  stay  at  Cairo  safe  and  a- 
greeable,  he  directed  his  Secretary,  Capt.  Vincents, 
to  accompany  us,  and  to  lodge  us  in  the  English 
house. 

I  also  fell  in  at  Rosetta,  with  Doctor  Mendriei,  of 
w^hom  honorabl©  mention  is  made  in  my  Communi- 
cations to  Government  from  Tunis  as  the  Bey's 
chief  Physician,  The  Doctor  was  sent  out  of  that 
Regency  ahout  a  year  before  me,  and  for  reasons,  if 
not  analogous,  equally  cogent  :  myself  for  wanting 
dispositions  congenial  to  the  interest  of  the  Bey  ;  he 
for  possessing  dispositions  congenial  to  the  interest 
of  the  Bey's  wife.  He  is  here  chief  Physician  to 
the  Vice  Roy,  Kourchek,  Ahmet  Pacha,  and  also  to 
the  British  commission. 

Having  chartered  a  marche,  species  of  schooner 
peculiar  to  the  river,  of  about  forty  tons  burthen,  on 
the  fourth  instant  we  embarked  for  this  place  ;  our 
strength  consisting  of  Lieutenant  O'Bannon  of  the 
Marine  Corps,  Midshipmen  George  Mann,  and  Eli 
Danielson,  [son  in  law  of  Gen.  Eaton]  Mr.  P^arqu- 
har,  Selim  a  Janisary,  Alii,  a  drogoman,  with  six  ser- 
vants, all  armed  :  Capt.  Vincents,  and  Doctor  Men- 
driei, in  another  boat  mounting  two  swivels,  besides 
muskets,  pistols,  and  sabres,  and  about  an  equal 
number  of  people  :  precautions  necessary  to  resist 
tlic  predatory  attacks  of  the  wild  Arabs,  wlio  infest 
the  river's  banks,  and,  during  this  general  suspence 
of  justice,  prey  upon  the  defenseless  ;  as  well  i»s  the 
outrage  of  the  Albanian  Turkish  soldiery,  wlio,  re- 
strained by  no  discipline,  ravage  and  murder  indis- 
criminately every  where.  The  English  and  Amer- 
ican Hags  Avere  displayed  upon  their  respective  ves- 
sels. 

At  3  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  without 
having  obtained  any  certain  intelligence  concerning 
the  oi)ject  in  pursuii,   Ave  disparted   from  Rosetta  ; 
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sailed  tranquilly  along  the  beautiful  banks  of  the 
Nile ;  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  arrived  at 
Bulac,  in  front  of  Cairo,  without  accident ;  thougk 
we  were  at  one  time  under  some  apprehensions  from 
a  troop  of  wild  Arabs,  which  we  saw  fall  furiously 
upon  a  herd  of  camels,  buffaloes  and  cattle,  neai*  the 
village  Sabour,  and  drive  several  of  them  off  uuan- 
noyed.  The  shrieks  of  the  villagers  demonstrated 
their  consternation  and  anxiety,  while  they  off'ered 
no  resistance  to  these  mounted  marauders  of  the  des- 
ert :  and  these,  on  the  other  hand,  appeared  to  aim  no 
mischief  towards  the  persons  of  their  inactive  breth- 
ren of  the  plain.  We  had  just  returned  on  board 
from  visiting  the  village  ;  the  Arab  camp  were  with- 
in half  a  league  ;  but  the  fire  we  raised  from  our  fowl- 
ing pieces  upon  the  vast  numbers  of  pigeons  and  oth- 
er small  fowl  in  its  environs  must  have  deterred  them 
from  attempting  to  examine  our  baggage.  They 
however  assailed  and  robbed  several  boats  just  after 
we  had  passed.  This  same  village  was  but  the  day 
before  plundered  by  five  hundred  Albanians,  Avho 
had  deserted  from  the  Vice  Roy^s  army  and  taken 
their  rout  to  Damietta.  Fortunate  for  us,  perhaps, 
that  they  had  not  stayed  a  day  longer ;  for  it  is 
doubtful  whether  our  appearance  would  have  been 
formidable  to  their  avarice  ;  or  our  resistance  to  their 
force.  I  make  this  digression  to  show  tlie  deplora- 
ble situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt.  Their 
prayer  for  the  return  of  the  English  is  universal  ; 
and  humanity  prays  with  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  horses  and  attend- 
ants were  sent  from  the  palace  to  convey  us  to  Cairo ; 
and  at  nine  o'clock  we  entered  the  city,  followed  by 
a  vast  concourse  of  people  of  all  ages  and  sexes 
whom  curiosity  or  want  had  collected  about  us  ;  but 
at  that  respectful  distance  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
the  east  towards  strangers  of  distinction.  We  pass- 
ed as  American  Officers  of  the  army  and  navy, 
whom  curiosity  had  brought  from  Malta  to  Egypt 
during  the  winter's  suspense  of  operations. 
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This  and  the  following  day  were  chiefly  consumed 
in  receiving  and  returning  visits.  Among  others  a 
visit  from  the  palace  by  the  Vice  Roy's  interpreter, 
welcoming  our  arrival,  and  signifying  that  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  his  Highness  to  wait  on  us  at  the  hall 
of  audience  in  the  Citadel  at  the  third  hour  of  the  night 
of  the  next  day.  This  unusual  hour  was  fixed  on  by 
reason  of  the  fast  of  Ramadam,  during  which  no  re^- 
freshmen ts  can  be  given  by  day. 
-  Mean  time  I  employed  all  prudent  means  to  put 
in  motion  the  real  objects  of  my  visit  here.  I  found 
the  secretary  of  State  and  two  Ex-Governors  of  Ham- 
et  Bashaw  on  the  spot  ;  destitute  of  every  thing  but 
resentment  ;  for  even  hope  had  abandoned  them. 
From  them  I  learned  that  their  Sovereign,  after  a 
series  of  vicissitudes  and  disasters  had  been  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  joining  the  Mamelukes;  and  that 
he  was  actually  with  them  in  command  of  a  few 
Tripolitans  and  the  Arab  auxiliaries,  besieged  with 
Elfi  and  the  other  Mamelukes  Beys  in  the  village  of 
Miniet  in  upper  Egypt. 

Though  glad  to  hear  that  the  Bashaw  Was  still 
active,  and  that  the  Arabs  were  still  attached  to  his 
interest,  the  embarrassments  which  have  hitherto  ac- 
cumulated to  impede  the  execution  of  our  plan  were 
now  heightened  by  the  impossihility  of  personal 
access  to  him ;  the  difficulty  of  communicatioli  ; 
and  the  uncertainty  of  obtaining  the  Vice  Roy's 
firman  for  his  departure,  in  case  of  succeeding  to 
detach  him  from  the  rebel  army,  as  the  Mamelukes 
are  here  stiled.  These  obstacles  overcome,  every 
thing  else  seemed  feasible.  I  resolved  therefore  to 
throw  myself  on  the  honor  and  liosj)itality  of  the 
Turkish  sovereign  of  the  country. 

At  eight  in  the  evening  of  the  ninth,  six  Arabian 
horses,  richly  caparisoned,  and  a  numerous  escort  of 
attendants,  waited  in  the  court  yard  of  the  British 
house  to  conduct  us  to  the  palace.  Capt.  Vincents 
and  Doctor  JMendrici  accompanied  us  in  their  nation- 
al uniform.     The  procession  was  preceded  by  an  il- 
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liiraination  of  flambeaux  and  torches  :  the  streets  for 
the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  were  margined  with 
spectators,  curious  to  see  the  men  tvho  had  come  from 
the  new  world.  Guards^  grooms  and  servants  were 
stationed  to  receive  us  at  the  gate  of  the  citadel. 
The  coiirhose  was  paraded  with  troops  regularly 
drawn  up.  The  flights  of  stairs  which  lead  to  the 
grand  saloon  were  flanked  with  young  men  superbly 
armed  and  in  rich  Turkish  uniform.  The  hall  was 
large  and  splendid  ;  and  the  court,  which  attended 
the  Vice  Roy,  surpassed  in  magnificence  evevy  thing 
I  have  ever  seen  of  the  kind.  His  Highness,  with 
a  dignified  air  of  affability,  rose  from  a  sofa  of  em- 
broidered purple  and  damask  cushions  ;  and,  taking 
me  by  the  hand,  seated  me  next  himself  and  the 
gentlemen  in  company  on  the  right  and  left. 

Coffee,  pipes  and  sherbet,  were  served  in  oriental 
stile.  The  customary  salutations  passed  and  repeat* 
ed.  Questions  on  indifferent  subjects  asked  and  an- 
swered :  news  of  the  day  concerning  the  European 
war  :  enquiries  relative  to  our  nation  ;  situation  and 
extent  of  our  territory  ;  date  of  our  independence  ; 
nations  v/ith  whom  v/e  were  at  peace  or  war  ;  pro^ 
ductions  and  commerce  of  the  country  ?  &c.  &c. 
At  length,  by  a  signal  of  his  hand,  the  court  retired, 
leavins;  the  Vice  Roy  and  liis  interpreter  alone  with 
us.  He  now  observed  that  it  seemed  to  him  our  visit 
to  this  country,  at  so  critical  a  moment,  must  have 
something  more  for  its  object  tiian  the  mere  gratifica- 
tion of  curiosity.  This  opened  the  occasion,  which 
I  was  determined  lo  seek,  of  malong  to  him  a  can- 
did explanation  of  my  business;. 

I  stated,  in  French,  which  he  seemed  well  to  un- 
derstand, but  which  was  formally  translated  into 
Turkish,  a  detail  of  our  intercourse  and  relation 
Vvith  Tripoli ;  negociations  of  peace  with  Joseph 
Bashaw  ;  violation  of  his  faith  ;  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  such  events  in  its  progress  as  honor  did 
not  dictate  to  conceal  :  then  drew  a  flattering  though 
jtist  contTast  between  the  habits  of  the  Barbary  Prin- 
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ces  and  those  of  other  provinces  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire.     He  listened  with  attention  and  evident  gratifi^ 
cation.     Varying  a  little  the  subject,  I  touched  upon 
the   affinity  of  principle  between  the  Islam  and  A- 
merican  religion.     Both  taught   the  existence   and 
supremacy  of  one  God  :  (let  not  Triune  Christians 
startle  at  the  emphasis  placed  on  this  numerical  ad- 
jective :  it  is  not  meant  to  imply  that  unity  may  not 
be   composed   of  congregate   numbers  to  suit  any 
faith;)  both  enjoined  the  universal  exercise  of  hu- 
manity :  and  both  forbade  unnecessary  bloodshed. 
He  acknowledged  these  to  be   maxims  of  his  relig- 
ion.    I  declared  that  we  sought  iu  his  province  a  le- 
gitimate sovereign  of  Tripoli  :  who  had  been  treach- 
erously driven  from  his  government  and  country  ;  in 
whose  good   faith  we  could   place   reliance,    and 
whom  we   intended  to  restore  to  his  throne  ;    and, 
so  doing,  stamp  conviction  on  the    world  that  we  do 
not  unsheath  the  sword  for  conquest   noi*  for   spoil, 
but  to  vindicate  our  rights';  and  that  we  were  ready 
to  seize  any  honorable  mean  to  prevent  the  further 
eifusious  of  blood  ;  and  more  especially  as  we  found 
that,  in  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  faithless  Jo- 
seph, the  severity  of  our  resentment    fell  rather  upon 
the  innocent  deluded  victims  of  his    avarice  and    hy- 
pocriey  than  upon  the  aggressor  himself. 

He  approved  our  resolution  ;  said  lie  knew  Ham- 
et  Bashaw  :  had  furnished  Ijim  witli  supplies  for 
temporary  purposes  of  subsistence  ;  but  knew  no( 
where  he  was  at  this  moment.  He  assured  us  how- 
ever, that,  if  within  his  influence,  he  would  by  ail 
means  aid  the  accomplishment  of  a  measure  so  man- 
ifestly liumane  ;  observing  that  liis  predecessor  had 
promised  auxiliaries  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  for  this  very 
purpose  as  soon  as  the  tvanquiliiy  of  this  country 
would  admit.  After  a  moment's  reilectiou,  he  added, 
that,  in  case  the  Bashaw  should  have  joined  the 
Mamelukes,  which  was  possible,  it  might  change 
the  dispositions  he  would  otherwise  make  concern- 
ing liim. 
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I  replied  that  an  object  of  distress  could  not  be  an 
object  of  resentment  to  an  exalted  mind  ;  and  that  it 
was  more  like  God  to   pardon  than  to  punish   a  re- 
penting enemy.     By  an   inclination   of  his  head,  he 
signified  assent ;  and  he  promised  to  send   couriers 
in  search  of  Hamet  Bashaw  ;  which    he    has  done. 
So    have  I  :  and,   throngli  the  iotervenlion   of  my 
friend  Doctor   Mendrici^    who   has    great   influence 
at  court,  and  of  the  Vice  Roy's   chief  interpreter, 
whom  we  have  gained^  there  is  no  doubt   of  obtain- 
ing his  permission  for  the  embarkation  of  the  Bashaw 
and  his  suit.     The  only  embarrassment  now  is,  how 
he  will  be  able  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  ca\ise  of 
the  Mamelukes  without  exciting  suspicions    of  trea- 
son which  might  prove   fatal  to    him.     If  he  can  do 
this,  we  may  think  the  most  difficult  part  of  our  plan 
accomplished  ;  for  I  have  the   fulest  assurance  and 
as  full  confidence  that  through  his  influence  we  may 
^bring  any  number  of  men  on  the   back   of  Tripoli 
which  may  be  deemed  requisite  to  its  entire  success. 
And,  this  done,  with   our   naval   force  in  front,  all 
supplies  will  be  eff'ectually  cut  off  from  the  enemy. 

Dec.  iytli.  Last  evening,  at  an  audience  with 
the  Vice  Roy,  after  reproaching  Hamet  Bashaw,  for 
taking  part  with  the  Mamelukes,  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  grant  him  a  letter  of  amnesty,  and  permis- 
sion to  him  to  pass  the  Turkish  army  and  k»tive 
Egypt  unmolested.  It  novv^  remains  to  detach  him 
:from  the  rebel  Bey's. 

Extracts  ;  to  Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith, 

Grand  Cairo ^  Becemher  2dth,  1804. 
CAN  you  expect,  me  to  say  any  thing  of 
Egypt  after  Volney,  and  Denon  ?  They  have  drawn 
from  life  ;  and  in  nothing  exagerated.  Egypt's 
physical  appearance  is  the  same  ;  and  its  political 
is  only  changed,  in  that  British  regulars  have  suc» 
ceeded  to  French  marauders,  and  Turkish  brigands 
te*  both.     The  domination  of  the  country  is  now  dis- 
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piited  wilh  these  by  the  Mamelukes  :  and  the  desart 
Arabs,  like  the  ravens  and  vultures  of  our  wilder- 
^ess^  hanging  on  the  rear  of  both  armies^  devour  ev- 
ery thing  which  is  left  defenceless  ;  the  consequent 
wretchedness  of  the  inhs^bitants  is  inconceivable  : 
danger  and  despair  stalk  every  where. 

Egypt  must  really  seek  a  deliverer  in  a  foreign 
conqueror.  Here  is  however  a  singular  tradition  a- 
mong  the  people  that  thi«  deliverance  must  be  effect- 
ed by  Mamelukes,  another  name  for  slaves  ;  because 
God  hath  ordained,  that,  since  its  salvation  by  Jo- 
sepli,  a  Mameluke,  the  country  must  be  saved  by 
slaves  /  They  admit  that  the  English  rendered  them 
much  service  by  expelling  the  French  ;  and  pray  for 
their  return  to  drive  out  the  Turks  :  but  then*  all 
must  be  ascribed  to  Josepli^s  spirit. 

Whatever  events  may  take  place  to  regulate  its 
.government,  and  ameliorate  the  situation  of  its  in- 
habitants, Egypt,  like  Carthage  and  Syracuse,  will 
no  more  see  its  ancient  splendor.  It  was  the  com- 
merce of  India  and  tlie  borders  of  the  red  sea,  flow- 
ing through  these  plains,  more  than  inherent  resources, 
which  gave  wealtli  and  grandeur  to  ancient  Egypt : 
these  sources  bavins;  found  new  channels,  wealth 
and  grandeur  liave  llovvn  with  them.  I  can  see 
no  thins;  therefore  on  the   celebrated  Nile  which  the 

....  V 

Ohio,  Mississippi,  Altamaha,  Savannah,  and  Ches- 
apeake, do  not  offer  us  :  even  her  crocodiles  and  her 
cajal  would  have  nothing  to  boast  side  and  side  by 
our  al legators  and  catfish  ;  they  are  precisely  the 
aame  ;  and  her  half  grown  mice  of  geography  can 
certainly  be  nothing  more  than  abortions.  But  when 
I  contrast  the  pure  cuiTents,  healthful  margins,  and 
delightsome  landscapes  of  our  Susqnehannab,  Del- 
aware, Hudson,  and  Connecticut,  with  the  muddy 
waters,  miry  or  parched  banks  and  eternal  desarts 
of  this  river  ;  and  the  iutelligence,  freedom  and  felic- 
ity of  the  citizens  there,  with  ilio,  stupid  ignorance, 
rivited  vassalage  and  hopeless  misery  of  the  pen,sant*= 
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i^ere,  I  almost  lose  the  sensibility  of  pity  in  the  glad 
reflection  that  I  am  a  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Kuined  temples^  pyramids,  and  catacombs^  monu- 
ments of  the  superstition,  pride  and  folly  of  their 
founders,  disgust  my  sight ;  for  with  then-  magnifi- 
cence I  cannot  but  coup^le  the  idea  of  the  slaves  who 
must  have  groaned  under  the  oppressive  folly  of 
their  fabrication. 

Private  Letter  to  Commodore  Preble. 

Egypt,  Province  ofBehera,  village  of  Bemanhour, 

Janiiaru  25th,  1805. 
AFTER  touching  at  Malta,  the  Argus 
arrived  at  iVlexandria  on  the  26th  November. 
Your  letter  to  Governor  Ball  produced  letters  of  in- 
troduction from  him  to  the  British  resident  at  Cairo 
and  Consul  at  Alexandria  ;  and  those  Gentlemen 
have  consequently  rendered  us  every  assistance 
which  the  nature  of  our  aifairs  and  their  duty  could 
require  and  admit.  At  Alexandria  it  was  intimated  to 
me  that  Hamet  Bashaw  was  not  to  be  Jiad  without 
application  to  Elfi  Bey,  t(>  whom  he  had  attached 
himself,  both  of  whom  were  in  upper  Egypt,  acting 
with  the  Mameluke  Bey's  agaius  t  the  Ottoriian  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  whom  access  was  barred  hy  the 
Turkish  army. 

Under  these  discouraging  circumstances,  and  con- 
trary to  the  advice  of  every  body  on  the  sea  coast, 
on  the  30th  November  I  left  Alexandria,  for 
Grand  Cairo  with  three  officers,  Liutenant  O'Ban- 
non,  Mr.  Mann,  and  Mr.  Danielson,  and  a  few  men 
from  the  Brig  ;  who,  together  with  some  others  re- 
cruited on  the  spot,  and  at  Rosetta.  made  an  escort 
of  eighteen.  This  precaution  was  necessary  on  ac- 
count of  the  banks  of  the  Nile  being  infested  by  (he 
wild  Arabs  of  the  desart  and  by  straggling  ^^rnaut 
deserters  from  the  Grand  Seignior's  army :  the  former 
subsist  by  plunder ;  the  latter  rob  and  murder  in- 
discriminately every   defenceless  beings  whose   ap- 
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pearance  denotes  property  :  both  move  in  bodies  and 
have  rendered  themselves  terrible  throughout  Egypt. 
On  the  8th  Dec.  we   arrived,  without   accident,  at 
Grand  Cairo.     There   I  found  the  Prime  Minister 
and   one   of  the  confidential  Governors  of  Hamet 
Bashaw,  who  confirmed  th&  intimations  I  received 
at  Alexandria,  that  the  Bashaw  was  actually  with 
the  Mameluke  Beys  and  considered  as  an  enemy  to 
the  government  of  this  country.     I  had  already  dis- 
patched to  him  seci*et  couriers  from  Alexandria  and 
Ilosetta,  and  now  sent  off  a  third  and  a  fourth  from 
the  capital.     But  I  had  not  yet  had  audience   with 
the  Vice  Boy,  and  not  knowing  his  accessible  point, 
the  difficulty  I  apprehended  of  getting  the  Bashaw 
out  of  the  country  exceeded  that  of  access  to  him  ; 
for  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  it  privately,  and  to  at- 
tempt it  might  not  only  defeat  our  main  object  but  en- 
danger our  own  personal  safety.     Wherefore,  at  my 
first  interview,  finding  the  Vice  Roy  a  man  of  much 
more  frankness  aftd  liberality  than  generally  falls  to 
the  character  of  a  Turk,  I  unreservedly    opened  to 
liim  the  object  of  my  visit  to  his  country,  and  receiv- 
ed his   proffer  of  friendly   offices.     This   cleared  a 
little  my  prospects  while  it  created  new    el^ibarrass- 
ments  ;  for  the  interferance,  or  even  the   amnesty,  of 
the  Vice  Roy,  in  behalf  of  Hamet   Bashaw,  might 
excite  the  jealousy  of  the  Mameluke  Beys,  and  have 
the  effect  to  bar  his  departure.     But  a  new  difficulty 
beset  me  which  I  little  expected,    and  less  from   the 
quarter  it  came.     The  French    Consul,  a  Piedmon- 
tese,  at  Alexandria,  Mr.  Drouette,  had  insinuated  tiiat 
we  were  British  spies  in  American  masks  ;  and  that 
our  pretext  of  friendship  for  Hamet  Bashaw  aimed 
at  nothing  but  au  intercourse  with  the   Mamelukes, 
who  are  suspected  of  being  in    British   subsidy  ;  of 
course   an  insinuation   as  injurious  as  it  was  malig- 
nant.    I  am  yet  totally  at  loss  to  account   for  this 
strange  conduct  of  Mr.  Drouette,  as  I  am  equally  so 
at  the  indignity  of  our  flag  being  refused,  by  that  of 
the  Frciich  tluoughout  this  country,  those  marks  of 
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civility  never  refused  to  a  foieign  flag  iu  ordinary 
cases^  and  vi  hich  we  received  from  every  other  na- 
tion represented  liere  ;  except  that,  informed  of  our 
object,  and  pursuing  the  same  line  of  conduct  with 
his  colleague  at  Tripoli,  he  thought  by  these  means 
to  defeat  that  object.  I  found  means  however,  the 
means  that  move  every  thing  in  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  to  remove  this  difficulty  ;  and  finally  obtained 
the  Vice  Roy's  letter  of  amnesty  and  "passport  of 
safe  conduct  to  Hamet  Bashxivv,  which  were  dis- 
patched to  him  on  the  15th,  in  quadruplicates  and  by 
difterent  conveyaaices.  I  now  patiently  waited  the 
issue  of  measures  thus  fav  pursued.  Mean  time  I 
busied  myself  in  finding  out  the  Tripolitan  emigrants 
in  this  country  ;  their  attachments  to  the  rival  broth- 
ers and  their  feelings  towards  the  Americans.  A- 
mong  these,  one  appeared  who  was  only  ninety  days 
from  Tripoli ;  an  Arnaut  Turk  who  had  been  in  the 
service  of  Joseph  Basliaw  during  the  blockade  of 
last  summer,  whom  I  had  under  particular  examina- 
tion. Supposing  himself  conversing^  with  Engiish.1. 
men,  he  was  very  unreserved  in  his  confessions,  and 
being  decidedly  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy  (he  was 
enthusiastic  in  his  cause  thougii  willing  to  dispense 
with  his  honors)  his  story  deserves  the  more  credit. 
He  said,  '•  Tripoli  had  lost  many  men  in  the  differ- 
ent attacks  of  the  Americans  lost  summer :  the  town 
was  much  damaged  :  and  the  inhabitants  under  such 
a  state  of  consternation  that  no  body  slept  in  the  cityy 
and  that  no  business  teas  done  there.  He  confirmed 
Mie  account  of  the  fire  ship,  Infernal,  being  blown  up 
by  Capt.  Somers,  after  having  been  boarded  by  two 
vow  gallies.  Stating  this  fact  the  fellow  wept.  He 
observed  tiiat  the  war  had  been  unfortunate  to  the 
cruizers.  They  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the  A- 
mericans  were  all  merchantmen,  and  that  they  should 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  out  and  bring  them  in  : 
but  they  found  them  devils,  from  whom  nothing  was 
to  *be  gained  in  war,  and  therefore  he  quitted  tne  ser- 
vice of  Joseph   Bashaw.     The  Bashaw  was  never» 
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theless  determined  not  to  make  peace  with  these  in- 
fidels until  he  shall  have  humbled  them  and  made 
them  pay  for  the  damages  they  liad  done  to  his  navy 
and  city/'  He  acknowledged  (hat  Hamet  Bashaw 
had  many  friends  in  Tripoli  ;  but  said,  Joseph  Bask- 
mv  had  talcen  care  of  hi?n  !  It  is  ascertained  that  the 
latter  has  employed  assassins  to  poison  the  former. 
These  undoubtedly  have  reported  that  they  had  exe- 
cuted their  commlission  :  and  hence  we  account  for 
the  report  of  Hamet  Bashaw's  death. 

On  the  8th  instant,  I  received  from  the  Bashaw 
an  answer  to  my  letter  from  Cairo,   dated  the  28th, 
of  the  month  Ramadam,  corresponding  with  the  3(1 
January,  stating  that  he  should  that  day   depart  for 
this  province  and  take  lodgings  at   the   house  of  an 
Arab  chief,   by  name   Jlb^d^el  gavir  el  be   Kourchiy 
where  he  should  wait  to  meet  me.    But  as  my  letters 
io  him,  dated  after  the  Vice  Roy's    amnesty,  all  ad- 
vised him  to  repair  to  the  Engllsii  house  at   Rosetta, 
under  the  guarantee  of  the  Vice  Roy's  passport,  and 
believing  he  itiight   push   his  march  thither,  Ileft 
Cairo  for  that  place  on  tlie  13th  instant,   and  arrived 
in  three  days.     Notliing  addition.il  appearing  there, 
I  proceeded  to    Alexandria   on   the    19th.     On  the 
20th,  received  the  Bashaw's  answer  to    my  letter  of 
28th  November,  of  the   same   tenor  with  that  I  re- 
ceived  from    him  at  Cai?'o.     It  appeared   that  not 
confiding  in  the  Vice  Roy's  dif-jpositions  concerning 
him,  or  perhaps  not  havisig  received  his  letter  of  am- 
nesty before  leaving  the  Miimeluke  camp,  the  Bash- 
aw had  determined   to   expect  an   interview  at  the 
place  he  had  first  named  near  the  lake  Fiaum^  on  the 
border  of  the  desert,  a])out  one  hundred   and  ninetv 

miles  from  the  sea  coast.     Notliinu;  can  be  more  in- 
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credulous  than  a  Tork  of  a  Turk's  honor  ;  und  for 
a  good  reason  :  nothing  can  be  more  equivocal  than 
their  plighted  faith. 

Though  travelling  in  the  interior  of  this  country 
lias  become  unusually  hazardous  on  account  of  the 
j'calousy  of  the  Turkish  chief ;  of  the  reins  given  to 
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licentiousness  by  the  barbarity  of  civil  war  ;  and  of 
the  strong  grounds  the  wild  Arabs  hold  by  reason  of 
all  restraint  being  relaxed  on  the  part  of  the  Turks 
and  Mamelukes  who  are  too  seriously  occupied  with 
each  other  ;  I  determined  to  attempt  a  passage  to 
Fiaum.  Accordingly,  on  the  S2d  instant,  I  left  Alex- 
andria with  two  officers  from  the  Argus,  Lieutenant 
Blake  and  Mr.  Mann,  and  an  escort  of  S3  men  in« 
differently  mounted,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  23d, 
found  myself  arrested  at  the  Turkish  lines,  between 
s  eventy  and  eighty  miles  on  my  rout,  by  the  Ker- 
chief of  Damanhour,  commanding  a  detachment  of  a- 
bout  live  hundred  Ottoman  troops  on  the  frontier. 
No  argument  I  could  devise  could  at  all  mollify  the 
severity  of  his  first  resolution,  not  to  let  mepass  Jiis 
lines ^  though  in  every  thing  else  he  treated  us  with 
distinction  and  great  hospitality.  However  mortify- 
ing the  confession.  I  cannot  but  applaud  the  correct 
military  conduct  of  this  chief  ;  for  it  was,  in  itself,  a 
suspicious  circumstance,  that  a  body  of  armed,  un- 
known foreigners,  should  be  found  shaping  a  course 
for  his  enemy's  rendesvous,  with  no  other  pretext 
than  to  search  for  a  Refugee  Bashaw  /  But  tliis 
suspicious  circumstance  was  strengthened  and  aggra- 
vated by  tlie  insinuation  gone  out  from  the  French 
Coiisul,  that  7ce  came  into  this  country  ivith  secret 
views  hostile  to  the  Turks.  Our  situation  here  was 
somewhat  j)erplexing,  and  vastly  unpleasant.  I  do 
not  recollect  ever  having  found  myself  on  a  ground 
more  critical.  To  the  natural  jealousy  of  a  Turk 
this  Goneral  added  a  fierce  and  savage  temper  ;  of 
course  proud  and  vain.  Here  was  my  point  of  ap- 
proach. I  passed  high  compliments  on  the  correct- 
ness of  his  military  couduct  and  vigilance.  Said  it 
was  what  I  apprehended  ;  and  what  I  certainly 
Avould  have  done  myself  in  similar  circumstances. 
But  knowing  from  character  the  magnanimity  of  his 
soul,  I  was  determined  to  have  an  interview  with 
him,  in  full  confidence  that  he  would  aid  a  measure 
so  purely  humane,  and  so  manifestly  favorable  to  the 
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Turkish  interest  iii  Egypt,  m  case  lie  could  not  per- 
rait  me  to  pursue  my  object  personally.  At  the 
srame  time,  recurrins;  tothe  example  of  the  Vice  Roy, 
whose  letter  T  had  showed  him,  and  signifying  that 
I  had  it  in  charge  to  tender  him  a  douceur  in  tes- 
timon^v  of  our  exalted  opinion  of  his  name  and  merit : 
he  was  moved  :  said  my  confidence  should  not  be 
disappointed ;  and  called  into  his  tent  a  chief  of  the 
Arao  tribes  called  Ou  ad  MliSy  a  wandering  host 
who  Jiave  from  time  to  time  been  driven  or  emigrated 
from  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli  since  the  usurpation  of 
Joseph  Bashaw,  to  whom  he  stated  my  business,  and 
asked  if  he  could  give  any  account  of  Hamet  Bash- 
aw. The  young  chief,  in  an  extacy,  exclaimed  that 
iie  knew  everji  thing  !  I  requested  him  to  declare 
himself  :  for  I  had  no  secret  in  my  relation  with  that 
Bashaw. 

You  liave,  Sir,  already  anticipated  his  story  in  the 
statement  I  have  given  of  the  Bashaw's  actual  posi- 
tion. He  added  that  twenty  thousand  men,  Barba 
ry  Arabs,  were  ready  to  march  with  him  from  this 
border  to  recover  their  native  country  and  inheri 
tance  :  repeated  that  /?e  knew  our  plon  /  and,  now 
that  he  liad  seen  me,  he  would  pledge  .his  head  to 
the  Turkish  General  to  bring  me  Hamet  Bashaw  in 
ten  days.  The  Turk  accordingly  dispatched  him 
the  next  morning  on  tliis  message. 

I  could  yet  perceive  some  symptoms  of  s^ispicion 
and  apprehension  on  the  brow  of  my  newly  acquired 
and  military  friend.  Wherefore,  without  seeming  to 
have  any  other  view  than  a  solicitude  to  meet  the 
man  I  soui;ht,  but  reailv  with  a  view  of  removing: 
his  suspicions,  1  proposed  to  him  io  return  to  his 
Jiead  quarters,  this  village  ;  send  oft*  my  escort  to 
Alexandria  ;  and  to  w^ait  myself,  with  only  the  Gen- 
tlemen in  company  and  our  servants,  until  our  Arab 
chief  should  return  from  Fiaum  with  the  Bashaw. 
This  proposal  liad  its  desired  eirert.  We  left  him 
and  retired  to  a  handsome  pavillion  prepared  for  tlie 
purpose  ;  took  refreshments  he  had  ordered  to  he  in 
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readiness  ;  aud  the  next  morning  retarned,  with  an 
additional  escort  froj^pk  his  camp,  to  thig  place  : 
where  we  found  liandsome  lodgings  in  Turkish 
stUe  prepared  for  us. 

Thus  far  I  have  sketched  an  abstract  «f  my  jour- 
nal since  we  parted.  Do  you  expect  something  of 
JSgJjpt ;  its  antiquities  ;  curiosities  ;  its  wonders? 
You  must  be  disappointed.  I  am  too  much  occupi- 
ed with  modern  affairs  to  ransack  catacombs  or 
climb  pyramids  ;  for  the  same  reason  I  liave  not  time 
to  gratify  curiosity  ;  and  as  to  iconders  can  only  no- 
tice what  I  cannot  help  being  impressed  with,  the 
wonderful  ignorance,  wonderful  stupidity,  wonderful 
tyranny  and  tconderful  ivretchedness  whicli  so 
stroQigly  mark  the  features  of  a  country  once  the 
W(:ilser  of  the  world  for  science,  wisdom,  wliolesome 
police  and  rational  happiness.  Here  is  matter  for  a 
volume.  I  can  only  devote  six  lines  to  the  subject. 
Not  a  man  reads  here  ;  yet  none  but  thinks  himself 
divinely  taught.  The  Kerchief  of  whom  I  Jiave 
spoke  above,  in  a  little  excursion  to  gather  contribu- 
tion,  has  cut  off  between  fifty  and  sixty  peasant's 
heads  for  no  other  crime  than  poi^erfy.  And  just 
witkout  the  eastern  gate  of  this  village  a  gallows  is 
now  erecting  to  hang  a  child  of  twelve  years,  the 
only  son  of  a  chief  of  the  village  Rahmania,  because 
his  father  cannot  pay  the  contribution  levied  on  him  ! 
GOD  !  I  thank  thee  that  my  children  are  Ameri- 
cans ! 

January  Sist.  Since  i  began  this  lett€r  circum- 
stances have  accumulated  to  render  our  situation 
more  aukward,  and  I  may  well  say  ridiculous. 
The  next  day  after  entering  the  liouse,  where  we 
quarter,  a  markee  was  raised  upon  the  terrace  of  an 
adjoining  house,  and  a  Turkish  guard  mounted  tbisre 
under  pretext  of  fresh  air.  Armed  Turks  were  sent 
into  the  house  to  remain  with  us,  for  tJie  purpose  of 
accompanying  us  as  a  lifeguard  in  our  walks  :  and 
a  sentinel  was  placed  at  our  door  in  the  low  er  court 
ro  prevent   intruders.     Though  these  arrangements 
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'were  vastly  polite  1  should  have  been  very  willing 
to  have  dispensed  with  them.  That  gallows  has 
not  appeared  so  childish  a  thing  of  late  !  Yet,  by  ap- 
pearing frank  and  easy  with  the  Turkish  general,  his 
suspicions  seem  to  have  subsided.  I  receive  all 
these  evidences  of  vigilance  as  marks  of  attention  ; 
thank  him  for  his  civilities  ;  and  assure  him  that  I 
shall  be  careful  to  make  suitable  mention  of  them 
to  the  President,  my  master.  By  this  kind  of  adu- 
lation yesterday  I  so  much  drew  him  from  his  guard, 
that  he  opened  his  heart  and  unequivocally  confess- 
ed  that,  ^^  in  the  present  convulsive  state  of  this 
country  the  Turks  ought  to  suspect  every  body,  es- 
pecially the  Fnglish  :  but  they  had  peculiar  reasons 
for  suspecting  us,  as  the  French.  Consul  had  d«5clar- 
ed  us  British  spies  /''  What  does  not  that  si  ttge 
merit  for  this  wanton  and  base  manner  of  exposing 
our  lives  to  the  infamy  of  a  gibbet !  I  hope  not  to 
meet  him  at  Alexandria. 

Feb.  i6thy  at  Alexandria.  We  arrived  with  the 
Basliaw  and  Suit  at  the  English  cut  between  Aboukir 
bay  and  lake  Mceriotis,  a  week  ago  last  Wednesday. 
There  we  had  new  difficulties  to  encounter.  The 
French  Consul  had  been  before  hand  of  me  in  gain- 
ing the  Admhal  of  this  port  and  Governor  of  the  ci- 
ty ;  and  they,  consequently,  came  to  a  resolution  not 
to  permit  the  jBasliaw  to  enter  the  city,  nor  to  embark. 
Argument  was  useless  ;  for  we  were  too  late  in  the 
application  of  it. 

The  Bashaw  had  before  come  to  a  resolution  to 
marcli  by  land  to  Derne  and  Bengazi  :  and  he  now 
moved  round  the  lake  to  form  his  camp  at  Arab's 
Tower,  about  thirty  miles  west  of  the  old  port  of 
Alexandria.  In  the  mean  time  I  stated  to  the  Vice 
Hoy  (he  contempt  his  letter  of  amnesty  suffered  from 
his  subalterns  in  this  place.  In  consequence  of 
which  he  addressed  a  firman  by  a  Chaux  to  the 
Governor,  commanding  immediate  compliance  with 
the  intention  of  his  letter  of  amnesty,  and  imposing 
:i  line  on  him  of  twenty  five  thousand  piasters.     Thie 
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gives  us  a  final  triumph  in  Egypt ;  though  I  confess, 
I  couhl  have  wished  tiie  Vice  Roy's  resentment  had 
not  fallen  so  heavily  on  his  disobedient  Governor. 
I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  advise  the  Bashaw  to  en- 
ter the  city,  least  vengeance  sliould  retaliate  on  him 
the  chastisement  he  has  brought  upoi|  his  Turkish 
brother  of  this  place.  We  shall  therefore  take  up 
our  line  of  march  through  the  desart  of  Lybia  towards 
Derne  next  Wednesday. 

Our  party  consists  of  ^\g,  hundred  men.  One 
hundred  of  whom  are  Christians  recruited  on  the  spot, 
and  employed  in  our  service.  We  shall  make  a 
stand  at  Bomba,  and  wait  the  return  of  Capt.  Hull 
with  supplies  and  reinforcements  to  seize  the  prov- 
inces of  Derne  and  Bengazi,  for  which  purpose  he 
sails  for  the  rendezvous  day  after  tomorrow. 

Here  is  a  ketch  from  Tripoli  ;  sent  up  by  the  en- 
emy with  an  envoy  to  prevent  Hamet  Bashaw  being 
permitted  to  leave  Egypt.  But,  not  having  with 
him  the  only  agent  which  carries  all  causes  here,  the 
poor  devil  must  go  back  in  season  only  to  give 
Joseph  Bashaw  imformation  of  the  fate  that  awaits 
-him.  If  our  measures  are  supported  he  must  ily  his 
kingdom  or  die. 

How  glorious   would  be  the  exhibition  to  see  our 
fellow  citizens  in  captivity  in  Tripoli  march   in  tri- 
umph from  a  dungeon  to  their  Tyrant's  palace,   and 
display  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

most  respectfully  and  with 

cordial  attachment^ 
Dear  Sir^ 

your  obliged  and  obedient  servant^ 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
Commodore  Preble. 
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To  Capt.  Isaac  Hull,  of  the  Argus. 

Bemanhour,  Saturday  Feb,  2d^  180^. 
Sir, 

LAST  evening  I  received  advice  from 
Doctor  Mendrici  at  Rosetta,  that  two  of  Hamet 
Bashaw^s  miniters,  his  Secretary  of  state  and  Gov- 
ernor of  police,  have  arrived  thither  from  Grand  Ca- 
iro. I  dispatched  the  courier  in  return  and  request- 
ed them  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  and  place  them- 
selves under  your  protection.  They  will  probably 
be  on  board  of  you  Monday  evening  if  not  sooner. 
Mr.  O'Bannon  will  recognize  them.  To  day  we 
expect  the  arrival  of  Hamet.  Possibly  he  may  be 
delayed  a  day  or  two  longer.  At  all  events  you 
may  expect  us  Wednesday  evening  or  Thursday 
morning.  Every  thing  is  tranquil  with  us.  It  will 
be  so  with  you  when  the  truth  of  facts  shall  have 
dispelled  the  mist  of  misrepresentation. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Capt.  Hull. 


^Signed J  WILLIAM  EATON. 

To  THE  SAME. 

Demanhour,  Feb,  ^^th,  1805. 
Bear  Sir, 

BY  express  of  tlie  2d,  I  stated  to  you 
my  arrangements  concerning  the  two  Ministers  of 
Hamet  Bashaw  at  Rosetta. 

Altlvough  1  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  to 
my  letter  from  this  place  by  tlie  Arab  chief,  I  am  as- 
sured in  positive  terms  by  the  Kerchief  of  this  vil- 
lage tliat  an  answer  cannot  be  delayed  more  than 
two  days  longer.  It  would  seem  hardly  possible 
that  the  Bashaw  would  loose  this  opportunity  of  an 
interview,  but  should  it  so  happen,  and  my  messen- 
ger returns  without  him,  I  am  entirely  Avith  you  in 
opinion  of  tbi'.  Brig's  retttrnlng  with  you  to  the  rendes- 
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V0U6.  I  have  anticipated  your  ideas  concerning  the 
impropriety  of  the  Bashaw^s  approaching  the  Turk- 
ish frontiers  with  a  force,  and  liave  given  instruct- 
tions  to  my  messenger  to  signify  to  him  that  he  can 
advance  with  his  sitz^  01?/^,  which  are  not  to  consist 
of  more  than  eight  men  :  am  not  confident  he  will 
yield  to  these  terms,  for  it  appears  his  jealousy  and 
suspicion,  with  those  of  his  Turkish  brethren  are 
reciprocal.         *         ^         *         *         ^         ^ 

3  o'clock  P.  M.  I  had  just  turned  this  period  in 
answer  io  your  last,  when  a  messenger  from  Hamet 
Bashaw  entered  my  apartment,  and,  to  convince  me 
that  he  was  not  an  imposter,  he  put  into  ray  hands 
my  first  letter  to  the  Bashaw  from  Alexandria  of 
30th  November.  This  was  a  fortunate  occurrence;^ 
because  it  assured  the  Bashaw  of  our  high  respect 
for  the  Grand  Seignior  ;  and  cautioned  him  against 
any  steps  which  might  go  to  compromit  uur  good  in- 
telligence witli  that  Sovereign  :  and  it  having  an 
Arabac  translation  on  the  back,  I  went  with  it  to  the 
Kerchief,  who  by  the  bye,  is  a  fierce  savage  Turk, 
but  a  good  General.  This  at  once  did  away  all  sus- 
picions. He  took  me  by  tlie  hand  for  the  first  time, 
complimented  my  candour,  and  invited  me  to  ridft 
out,  and  dine  with  him  at  his  Camp.  This  mes- 
senger was  followed  by  several  Arabs,  who  had 
kept  in  the  back  ground  till  they  should  know  wheth- 
er they  might  enter  with  safely,  accompanied  by  the 
two  Maltese,  whom  1  dispatched  secretly  from  Cai- 
ro. One  of  the  Arabs  is  a  servant  of  the  Bashaw, 
and  accompanied  him  on  his  rout  towards  this  place, 
as  far  as  Ferene.  He  w  ill  be  in  Demanhour  tpmor- 
row,  and  Wednesday  morning  we  shall  setofi'for 
Alexandria.  The  Bashaw  has  only  his  suit  with 
him,  consisting  of  about  forty  persons,  which  gives 
no  uneasiness  to  the  Kerchief  ;  on  the  contrary  he 
has  voluntarily  offered  us  an  escort  to  secure  our 
passage  to  Alexandria,  and  will  go  out  himself  v»'ith 
me  tomorrow  to  accompany  our  friend  into  Deman- 
hour. 
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Extracts  ;    to  Mr.   Smith,  Secretary  of  the 

Navy. 

Alexandria,  February  iSth^  1805. 
WE  left  Dcrraanhour  last  Thursday  and 
arrived  at  the  English  Cut,  between  Aboukir  Bay 
and  lake  Moeriotis,  the  day  following ;  where  we 
were  arrested  by  a  Turkish  Guard/and  forbid  to  en- 
ter the  City.  This  comes  from  the  French  Consul. 
He  had  been  before  me  in  gaining  the  Turkish  Ad- 
miral :  (there  is  but  one  way  of  access  to  these  peo- 
pie  :)  w4io,  considering  himself  chiefly  charged  with 
the  safety  of  the  city  and  harbor,  and  not  admitting 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Vice  Roy  to  extend  beyond 
low  water  mark,  absolutely  refused  admission  into 
the  city  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  or  permission  to  us  to 
embark  him  at  this  place.  The  French  Consul  ex- 
cuses himself  for  this  intrigue,  by  saying  his  zeal  for 
the  interest  of  the  Emperor,  will  justify  his  conduct 
and  save  him  from  reproach. 

This  goes  in  support  of  an  opinion  Commodore 
Preble  iiad  formed  from  his  intercourse  with  the 
French  Consul  of  Tripoli,  that  ^'  the  intervention  of 
the  Emperor  in  our  behalf,  covers  a  design  ;  or  that 
his  agents  on  this  coast  liave  used  an  unwarrantable 
discretion''.  Bat  this  impediment  does  not  stop  our 
progress.  The  Bashaw  had  pJready  determined  to 
take  the  desert  of  Xybia  to  Dcrne  ;  giving  for  his 
reason,  which  I  think  a  sound  one,  tliat  by  taking 
shipping  and  separating  himself  from  the  Arabs,  they 
would  lose  patience  if  not  confidence  also,  and  a- 
bandon  his  cause.  He  lias  consequently  moved 
round  the  lake  ;  and  will  tomorrow  take  his  station 
at  Arab's  Tour,  thirty  miles  westward  of  the  old 
post  of  Alexandria  ;  where  I  am  to  join  him  with  a 
detachment  from  the  city  next  Sunday,  aiid  proceed 
with  him  to  Bombaat  the  head  of  five  hundred  men, 
and  there  take  post.  Mean  time  Capt.  Hull  repairs 
to  the  rcndesvous  for  suitable  reinforcements  and 
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supplies,  to  secure  an  establishment  at  Derne  and 
Bengazi.  Those  provinces  in  our  possession  will 
cut  off*  from  the  enemy  and  turn  into  our  own  chan- 
nel, a  source  of  provisions  5  and  will  open  a  free 
intercourse  with  the  interior  of  the  country.  I  have 
requested  of  the  Commodore  for  this  purpose,  an 
hundred  stands  of  arms,  with  cartridges,  and  two 
fieldpieces  with  trains  and  ammunition  ;  and  also  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  marines,  if  necessary,  to 
lead  a  coup  de  main.  I  calculate  the  whole  ex- 
penditure of  cash  in  this  expedition,  including  ex- 
pence  s  of  Egypt,  will  amount  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  Further  disbursments  and  supplies  will  be 
necessary  to  carry  this  plan  into  final  effect.  But, 
to  indemnify  the  tJnited  States,  I  have  entered  into 
a  convention  with  Hamet  Bashaw  to  pledge  the  trib- 
ute of  Swed-en,  Denmark  and  the  Batavian  Repub- 
lic, which  convention,  I  shall  reduce  to  writing,  and 
forward  by  Capt.  Hull  if  time  permit ;  otherwise  by 
the   earliest  occasion. 

CONVENTION, 

BETWEEN  the  United  States  of  America,  and  his 
Highness,  Hamet  Caramanly,  Bashaw  of 
Tripoli. 


God  is  infinite* 

Article  I.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual 
peace,  and  free  intercourse,  between  the  goverument 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Highness, 
Hamet  Caramaiily,  Bashaw,  the  legitimate  Sover- 
eign of  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  and  between  tlie  cit- 
izens of  the  one,  and  the  subjects  of  the  other. 

Art.  II.  The  government  of  the  United  States 
sliall  use  their  utmost  exertions,  so  far  as  comports 
with  their  own  honor,  and  interest,  their  subsisting 
treaties,  and  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  to 
reestablisii  the  said  Hamet  Basiiaw  in  the  possession 
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of  his  sovereignty  of  Tripoli,  agaiust  the  pretensions 
of  Josepli  Bashaw,  who  ohtained  said  sovereignty 
by  treason,  and  who  now  holds  it  by  tisurpaiion. 
And  who  is  engaged  in  actual  war  against  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Art.  III.  The  United  States  shall,  as  circnm- 
stances  may  require,  in  addition  to  the  operations 
they  are  carrying  on  by  sea,  furnish  to  said  Hamet 
Bashaw,  on  loan,  supplies  of  cash,  ammunition  and 
provisions  ;  and,  if  necessity  require,  debarkations 
of  troops  also,  to  aid,  and  give  eilect  to  the  operations 
of  said  Hamet  Bashaw,  by  land,  against  the  com- 
mon  enemy. 

Art.  IV.  In  consideration  of  which  friendly  of- 
fices, once  rendered  effectual,  his  Highness,  Hamet 
Caramanly,  Bashaw,  engages,  on  his  part,  to  release 
"^  to  the  Commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  tlie  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  Mediterranean  without  ransom,  all 
American  prisoners  who  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  in 
the  hands  of  the  usurper,  said  Josepli  Bashaw. 

Art.  V.  In  order  to  indemnify  the  United  States 
against  all  expence  they  have  or  shall  incur  in  car- 
rying into  execution  their  engagements  expressed  in 
the  second  and  third  article  of  tiiis  convention,  the 
said  Hamet  Bashaw  transfers,  and  consigns,  to  the 
United  States,  the  tribute,  stipulated  l)y  the  last 
treaties,  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  II  en  mark,  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  the  Batavian  Ke- 
pubiie,  as  the  condition  of  peace  with  the  Ilegency 
of  Tri[>oli,  until  such  time  as  said  expence  shall  be 
reimbursed. 

Art.  VI.  In  order  to  carry  into  full  effect  the 
stipulation  expressed  in  the  ])receding  article,  said 
Hamet  Bashaw,  pledges  Jiis  faith  and  honor,  faith- 
fully to  observe,  and  fulfil,  the  treaties  now  subsist- 
ing between  the  Ilegency  of  Tripoli  and  their  Maj- 
esties the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  with 
the  Batavian  Republic. 

Art.  VII.  In  consideration  of  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitions of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies 
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towards  the  American  Squadrons,  his  Highness  Ham- 
et  Bashaw  invites  his  said  Sicilian  Majesty  to  renew 
their  ancient  friendship  :  and  proffers  him  a  peace 
on  the  footing  of  that  to  he  definatively  conclnded 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  in  tlie  fullest  ex- 
tent of  its  privileges,  according  to  the  tenor  of  this 
convention. 

Art.  VIII.  The  hetter  to  give  effect  to  the'  oper- 
ations to  be  carried  on  by  land,  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  plan,  and  the  attainment  of  the  object  pointed  out 
by  this  convention,  William  Eaton,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  now  in  Egypt,  shall  be  recogniz- 
ed as  Greneral  and  Commander  in  chief  of  the  land 
forces,  which  are,  or  may  be,  called  into  service  a- 
gainst  the  common  enemy,  and  his  said  Highness 
Hamet  Bashaw,  engages  that  his  own  Subjects  shall 
respect,  and  obey  him  as  such. 

Art.  IX.  His  Highness,  said  Hamet  Bashaw, 
grants  full  amnesty,  and  perpetual  oblivion  towards 
the  conduct  of  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  may  have 
been  seduced  by  the  Usurper,  to  abandon  his  cause, 
and  who  are  disposed,  to  return  to  their  proper  alle- 
giance. 

Art.  X.  In  case  of  future  war  between  the 
contracting  parties,  captives  on  each  side  shall  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  not  as  slaves,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  reciprocal  and  equal  exchange, 
man  for  man,  and  grade  for  grade,  and  in  no  case, 
shall  a  ransom  be  demanded  for  prisoners  of  war, 
nor  a  tribute  required,  as  the  condition  of  peace, 
neither  on  the  one  part  nor  the  other.  All  prisoners 
on  both  sides,  shall  be  given  up  at  the  conclusion  of 
peace. 

Art.  XI.  The  American  Consular  Flag  in  Trip- 
oli shall  forever  be  a  sacred  asylum  to  all  persons 
who  shall  desire  to  take  refuge  under  it,  except  for 
the  crimes  of  treason  and  murder. 

Art.  XII.  In  case  of  the  faithful  observance  and 
ftilillnient  on  the  part  of  his  Highness,  said  Hamet 
Bashaw,  of  the   agreements  and  obligations  herein 
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stipulated,  the  said  Commander  in  chief  of  the  A- 
merican  forces  in  the  Mediterranean,  engages  to  leave 
said  Hamet  Bashaw,  in  the  peacable  possession  of 
the  city  and  Regency  of  Tripoli,  without  dismant- 
ling its  batteries. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  article  suitable  to  be  introduced 
in  a  definative  treaty  of  peace  between  the  contract- 
ing parties,  which  may  not  be  comprised  in  this  con- 
vention, shall  be  reciprocally  on  the  footing  of  the 
treaties  subsisting  with  the  most  favored  nations. 

Art.  XIV.  This  convention  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ratifica- 
tion :  in  the  mean  time  there  shall  be  no  suspence  in 
its  operations. 

Vone  at  Jilexandria  in  Egypt,  Februa- 
ry S3(Z,  1805,  and  signed  by  said  Ham- 
(L.  S.)      et  Bashaw f  for  himself  and  successors, 
and  by  William  Eaton,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

WILLlAxM  EATON. 
("•Arabic  signature  and  seal  of  Hamet,  J 
In  prsence  of 
P.  N.  O'Bannon,  Lieut,  of  Marines y 
Dr.  Francisco  Mendrici, 
Pascal  Paoli  Peck. 
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Mditional  Article ,  secret. 

His  Higlines,  Hamet  Basliaw  will  use  his  utmost 
exertions  to  cause  to  surrender  to  the  Commander  in 
chief  of  the  American  forces  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  Usurper  Joseph  Bashaw,  together  with  his  family 
and  chief  admiral  called  Maurad  Raiz,  Alias,  Peter 
Lisle,  to  be  h^ld  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  hostages,  and  as  a  guarantee  of  the  faith- 
ful observance  of  the  stipulations  entered  into  by 
convention  of  the  S3d  February  1805,  with  the 
United  States,  provided  they  do  not  escape  bv  flight. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 
{"Arabic  signature  and  seal  of  Hamet,  J 
Witness  f 
P.  N.  O'Bannon,  Lieut,  of  Marines, 
Dr.  Francisco  Mendrici, 
Pascal  Paoli  Peck. 

From  the  Journal.  ^ 

March  %d,  1805. 
OUR  provisions,  which  were  embarked 
on  board  a  Nile  boat  to  be  transported  to  the  Mara- 
bout were  arrested  in  the  new  port  of  Alexandria, 
The  lines  which  defend  tlie  city  were  manned,  and 
orders  given  that  no  one,  American  officers  excepted, 
should  depart.  Tiie  Bashaw^s  servants,  who  were 
leaving  town  witli  sundry  articles  of  baggage,  were 
arrested  and  imprisoned.  Turkish  guards  and  pa» 
troles  advanced  towards  the  Bashaw's  camp.  He 
was  alarmed,  and  with  his  people,  was  on  the  point 
of  flying  to  the  desert.  The  firm  and  decided  con* 
duct  of  Mr.  O'Bannon  prevented  their  movement. 
We  found  the  impediments  raised  to  us  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  influence  of  the  supervisor  of  the  rev- 
enue, w^ho  had  not  yet  been  bought.  The  day  was 
spent  in  accommodating  the  aifair.  The  influence 
of  the  British  Consul  prevailed  ;  and  we  obtained 
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the  order  of  the  Governor  and  Capt.  Bey   for  free 
passage. 

Sunday,  March  Sd.  Left  Alexandria^  and  joined 
Hamet  Bashaw,  at  the  Marabout.  We  had  been 
several  days  delayed  by  the  delinquency  of  Richard 
Farquhar,  to  whom  I  had  intrusted  the  commissaiy's 
and  quartermaster's  department,  and  to  whom  from 
time  to  time  I  advanced  a  sum  of  SI 350,  which  he 
chiefly  embezzled  or  misapplied.  In  consequence 
of  which  I  discharged  him ;  and  was  obliged  to 
make  myself  the  provisions  for  our  passage  through 
the  desert. 

March  4*/it.  Messi's.  Briggs,  brothers,  and  Doctor 
Mendrici  visited  camp.  Witnessed  the  convention 
concluded  with  Hamet  Basliaw,  on  the  S3d  Februa- 
ry. Liquidated  the  account  of  monies  they  had  ad- 
vanced for  the  service  of  tlie  United  States,  and  took 
leave.  Their  whole  amount  of  advances  SI  6,500. 
Balance  due  them  S  12,500.  Paid  by  Capt.  Hull 
S4000. 

Mar c\  5th.  Freighted  a  caravan  of  190  camels, 
as  I  supposed  for  tlie  passage,  at  S  1 1  per  head. 
The  Chiek  il  Taiib  raised  fresh  demands  for  cash  ; 
and  seemed  determined  to  retard  the  march  until  his 
pretensions  were  satisfied.  Pacified  him  with  prom- 
ises. 

March  6th.  Broke  up  camp  and  marched  to  Arab's 
tower,  forty  miles  from  Alexandria,  leaving  part  of 
our  baggage  behind.  This  tower  is  an  immense 
ruin  of  regular  fortification,  of  freestone,  about 
three  hundred  feet  square,  the  walls  five  feet  thick 
and  thiity  two  high,  with  bastions  at  the  angles,  and 
battlements  on  the  curtains.  In  its  vicinity  are  cat- 
acombs and  other  excavations  in  the  ridge  of  a  free- 
stone mountain  upon  which  it  stands,  and  which 
divides  the  sea  shore  from  the  barren  plains  in  the 
re;ir.  From  Alexandria  to  this  post  is  a  desert. 
The  tower  is  not  Arabian  architecture  but  Greek. 

March  'yth.  The  rear  of  our  baggage  came  up. 
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March  Sth.  Arranged  our  caravan  and  organised 
our  force  ;  which  now  consisted  of  nine  Americans, 
including  Lieut.  O'Bannon  and  Mr.  Peck,  a  non- 
commissioned officer  and  six  private  marines  ;  a 
company  of  twenty  live  cannoniers,  commanded  by 
Selim  Coml>,  and  Lieut.  Connaut  and  Roco,  and  a 
company  of  thirty  eight  Greeks,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Luco  Ulovix  and  Lieut.  Constantine.  The  Bash- 
aw's suit  consisted  of  about  ninety  men,  including 
those  who  came  from  Fiaume  and  those  who  joined 
him  since  his  arrival  at  Alexandria.  These,  togeth- 
er with  a  party  of  Arab  cavalry  under  the  orders  of 
the  Cheiks  il  Taiib,  and  Mahamet,  and  including  the 
footmen  and  camel  drivers,  made  our  whole  number 
about  four  hundred.  Our  caravan  consisted  of  one 
hundred  i^nd  seven  camels  and  a  few  asses. 

Marched  at  11,  A.  M.  fifteen  miles.  Camped  on 
an  elevated  bluff  upon  the  sea  board.  Good  water 
near  the  shore. 

March  Qth,  Remained  in  camp,  some  difficulties 
with  the  owners  of  the  camels  and  horses  hired  for 
the  passage.  They  demanded  advanced  pay.  It 
was  not  safe  to  do  it.     They  became  mutinous. 

March  iOth,  The  camel  drivers  and  footmen  who 
followed  the  horses  revolted  and  made  a  stand. 
The  Chiek  il  Taiib  had  insinuated  a  suspicion  among 
tiiem  that  if  they  performed  their  services  before  be- 
ing paid,  the  Christians  would  be  apt  to  defraud 
them.  The  Ba?haw  seemed  irresolute  and  dispond- 
ent.  Money,  more  money  was  the  only  stimulous 
which  could  give  motion  to  the  camp.  The  fore- 
noon was  consumed,  and  no  appearances  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  proceed  ahead.  I  ordered  the  Christians 
under  arms  and  feinted  a  countermarch  ;  threatening 
to  abandon  the  expedition  and  their  Bashaw,  unless^ 
the  march  in  advance  proceeded  immediately.  This 
project  took  effect  ;  the  mutiny  was  suppressed  ; 
and  we  marched  twelve  miles. 

March  nth.  Marched  twenty  miles. 

March  i%th.  Marched  twentv  one  mile«. 
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March  iSth,  Marched  twenty  five  miles.  These 
three  days  we  have  passed  low  sand  vallies  and 
roeky^  desert  plains.  Few  ve  stages  of  ruins  except 
a  castle  fifty  miles  from  Arab's  tower,  which  has  all 
the  appearance  of  Grecian  architecture.  About  2 
o'clock,  P.  M.  this  day,  a  courier  met  the  Eashaw, 
from  Derne ;  informed  him  that  the  province  was  arm- 
ed in  his  defence,  and  the  Governor  shut  within  the 
walls  of  his  castle,  (which  we  afterwards  found  to 
fee  false.)  In  consequence  of  this  good  news  feats 
of  horsemanship  and  a  feude  joie  were  exhibited  in 
front  of  the  Bashaw,  by  his  people.  Our  foot  Arabs, 
who  were  in  the  reai*  with  the  baggage,  hearing  the 
firing,  and  apprehending  that  we  were  attacked  by 
the  wild  Arabs  of  the  desert,  attempted  to  disarm  and 
put  to  death  the  Christians  who  escorted  the  caravan. 
They  were  prevented  by  an  Arab  of  some  consider- 
ation among  them,  who  insisted  that  prudence  dic- 
tated they  should  suspend  their  execution  till  the 
cause  of  the  firing  should  be  known.  At  this  camp- 
ing ground,  on  the  seaboard,  are  numerous  wells  of 
great  depth  cut  through  solid  rock,  and  producing 
water  of  a  pretty  good  quality.  A  little  to  the  west- 
ward  is  a  handsome  ])ay  about  twenty  miles  deep 
and  fifteen  broad. 

March  i'^tJi.  Marched  twenty  six  miles,  over  a 
barren  rocky  plain.  Passed  some  vestages  of  an- 
cient fortifications  :  raised  and  encam{)ed  upon  the 
dividing  ridge  between  Egypt  and  Tripoli,  near  a 
cistern  of  excellent  water.  The  scite  uf  the  ridge  a 
vast  plain,  barren  of  vegetation. 

March  idth.  Marched  twenty  five  miles  :  camped 
in  a  ravine,  at  the  head  of  which  we  found  rain  wa- 
ter, preserved  in  natural  reservoirs  excavated  in  the 
rocks  bv  the  cascades  of  water  durins:  the  winter 
rams. 

The  night  was  cold  and  rainy.  A  musket,  bayo- 
net, cartouch  box,  and  cartridges,  stolen  by  the  x\- 
rabs  from  the  marine  tent,  and  all  our  provisions  of 
cheese  from  the  magazine.     We  had  heretofore   ex- 
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pei'ieneed  daily  losses  of  provisions  and  barley,  which 
they  stole  and  concealed. 

March  i6th.  Bold,  high  winds  from  W.  N.  W. 
heavy  thunder  and  incessant  rain.  Remained  in 
camp.  At  3,  P.  M.  our  camp  inundated.  Moved 
to  high  ground.  At  the  foot  of  this  ravine  is  an  ex- 
tensive bay  of  the  sea. 

March  i7th.  Moraing  rainy.  Our  Arabs  refused 
to  proceed  farther  without  money.  Reconciled 
them  with  promises.  Marched  twelve  miles-s- 
camped in  a  deep  ravine  :  some  small  brush  and 
good  rain  water* 

Mai'ch  iSth,  Marched  fifteen  miles  to  a  castle 
called  by  the  Arabs  Masroscah  :  an  extensive  plain 
valley,  surrounded  in  the  rear  and  flanks  by  a  stony 
desert,  and  in  front  by  white  sand  drifts  of  great 
height,  which  cuts  the  view  from  the  sea.  In  this 
valley  are  four  vestages  of  ancient  fabrications,  gar- 
dens, mansion  and  pleasure  houses,  evidence  of  for- 
iner  cultivation  and  improvement,  of  whicl^the  place 
is  very  susceptible  ;  though  now  all  lies  buried  in 
ruins,  except  some  miserable  patches  of  badly  culti- 
vated wheat  and  barley.  Here  was  a  Chiek,  who 
held  the  castle,  and  a  few  Arab  families  in  tents. 
The  modern  castle  is  a  square  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  built  of  rough  stone,  about  eleven  feet 
high,  without  bastions  or  battlements  ;  but  with  loop 
holes.  It  is  the  deposit  of  the  produce  and  traffic  of 
the  place.  Cattle,  sheep,  goats,  fowls,  butter  in 
skin?,  dates  and  milk,  were  found  and  offered  for 
sale ;  but  very  dear^ 

I  now  learned,  for  the  first  time,  that  our  caravan 
was  freighted  by  the  Bashaw  onl^'  to  this  place,  and 
that  the  owners  had  received  no  part  of  their  pay. 
No  persuasion  could  prevail  on  them  to  proceed  to 
Bomb  a,  nor  to  wait  our  arrival  thither  for  their  pay. 
They  alledged  that  they  had  fulfiled  their  engage- 
ment  with  the  Bashaw,  and  would  now  return  to 
their  families  in  Behara,  for  whose  safety  they  had 

39 
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serious  apprehensions  from  the  Kerchief  of  Deman- 
hour,    llic  Chiel?:  il  Taiib  favored  their  pretensions, 

I  promised  to  pix)cure  the  cash  for  their  payment 
on  condition  that  they  would  proceed  two  days  fur- 
ther, w  here  we  expected  to  find  Arab  tribes  and  hire 
another  caravan.  This  they  engaged  to  do.  I  re- 
duced my  stock  of  cash  to  three  Venitian  sequins, 
and^  with  a  hundred  and  forty  dollars  borrov/ed  of 
the  Christian  officers  and  men^  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Bashaw^  six  hundred  and  seventy,  three  dol- 
lars ;  which  sum.  together  with  what  he  raised  a- 
mong  his  own  people,  enabled  him  to  meet  the  claims 
of  these  chiefs  of  the  caravan. 

March  i9th.  The  Bashaw  paid  off  his  caravan, 
who  promised  to  proceed  two  days  march  ahead. 
But,  tlie  same  night,  all  except  forty  of  them  drew 
off  for  Egypt ;  and  the  others  refused  to  proceed^ 
leaving  us  in  a  perplexed  and  embarrassed  situa- 
tion ;  as  it  was  impossible  to  move  without  the  cara- 
van, and  uncertain  whether  we  could  procure  them 
to  start  from  this  place.  The  Bashaw  proposed  de- 
positing our  baggage  in  the  castle  and  proceeding  for- 
ward totlie  camp  c/f  sundry  tribes,  who  expected  him^ 
two  or  three  days  march  ahead.  This  I  rejected  ; 
being  now  destitute  of  casli,  to  proceed  without  pro- 
visions would  be  throwing  too  much  on  contingency. 

March  20th.  Last  night  the  rest  of  the  camels  left 
us,  to  return  to  Egypt.  1  now  discovered  a  complot 
between  the  Chiek  il  Taiib  and  j-undry  other  chiefs, 
at  which  I  thought  the  Bashaw  connived,  purporting 
a  resolution  to  proceed  no  further  until  tliey  should 
have  assurance  of  the  arrival  of  our  vessels  at  Bom- 
ba.  A  report  had  been  started,  said  to  be  brought 
by  a  pilgrim  on  liis  way  from  Morocco  to  Mecca, 
that' a  force  consistins:  of  eiszht  lumdred  cavalrv  and 
numerous  foot  were  on  their  marcli  from  Tri[)oli  for 
the  defence  of  Berne,  and  were  actually  passed  Ben- 
gazi.  I  thonght  this  an  argument  that  urged  accel- 
eration rather  than  delay.  A  great  deal  of  noise  and 
some  counsel  were  heard  among  the  Bey's  chiefs,  iu 
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which  I  was  not  consulted/ and  a  final  resolution 
taken  that  they  would  remain  on  the  spot  till  a  run- 
ner  could  go  to  Bomba  and  return.  In  consequence 
of  which  I  ordered  their  rations  stopped,  and  resolv. 
ed  myself  to  take  possession  of  the  castle  and  fortify 
myself  there  until  I  could  get  intelligence  to  our  na* 
val  detachment  to  come  to  our  relief,  when  I  would 
take  off  our  Christians  and  leave  them  to  take  measures 
for  their  own  subsistence  and  safety.  It  was  now 
ttvelve  o'clock  at  night.  I  left  the  Arab  chiefs  in  the 
iWs haw's  tent,  confused  and  embarrassed,  aTid  re- 
tired to  my  own  markee  and  reflections. 

We  have  marched  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
miles,  through  an  inhospitable  waste  of  world  with- 
out seeing  the  habitation  of  an  animated  being,  or 
the  tracks  of  man,  except  where  superstition  has 
marked  her  lonely  steps  over  burning  sands  and 
rocky  mountains,  whence  the  revelation  of  one  of  her 
most  hypocritical  fanatics  trains  her  wretched  vic- 
tims a  tedious  pilgrimage  to  pay  their  devotion  at 
his  shrine.  ,  But  while  we  reproach  the  impostor  we 
cannot  but  ascribe  some  good  to  the  effect  of  the  im- 
position ;  it  has  here  and  there  opened  a  water 
source  to  its  votaries,  which  now  allays  the  thirst  of 
pilgiums,  bound  across  this  gloomy  desert  on  pur- 
suits vastly  different  from  those  which  lead  to 
Mecca  ;  the  liberation  of  three  hundred  Americans 
from  the  chains  of  Barbarism,  and  a  manly  peace. 

March  2ist,  The  position  taken  yesterday  had 
its  effect.  Fifty  camels  were  prevailed  on  to  return 
to  us,  and  to  go  on  two  days  further.  We  marched 
at  11,  A.  M.  and  proceeded  to  an  elevated  stony 
plain  barren,  about  13  miles,  where  we  found  good 
cistern  water. 

March  22d.  Marched  13  1-2  miles.  At  3,  P.  M. 
arrived  at  an  extensive  inclined  plain,  bordering  on 
the  sea,  called  in  Arabic  Oak  Icorar  fee  harre,  a- 
midst  camps  of  numerous  Arabs,  consisting  of  three 
tribes  of  the  Eu  ed  alii  race,  supposed  to  amount  to 
the  number  of  3  or  4,000  souls,   inclusively,   cover- 
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iog  a  groimd  in  a  detacked  manner  of  19  or  ^0 
leagues  circumference.  Here  were  vast  herds  of 
camels,  horses  and  cattle  and  innumerable  flocks  of 
sheep  and  goats.  We  were  the  first  Christians  ever 
seen  by  these  wild  people.  We  were  viewed  by  them 
«s  curiosities.  They  laughed  at  the  oddity  of  our 
dress  ;  gazed  at  our  polished  arms  with  astonish- 
ment :  at  the  same  time  they  observed  the  greatest 
deference  towards  such  of  us  as  bore  any  distinctive 
marks  of  office.  They  brought  us  for  sale  ever  f 
thing  their  camps  afforded,  and  as  rarities  offered  us 
young  gazels  and  ostriches.  Bui  being  destitute  of 
cash,  we  could  only  exchange  our  rice  for  their  prod- 
uce. We  found  dates  here,  wliich  we«re  brought 
five  days  journey  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  of  an 
excellent  quality.  All  our  grain  (barley  and  beans) 
for  the  horses  exhausted.  Dispatched  a  courier 
with  letters  to  Capt.  Hull  at  Bomba. 

March  2Sd.  Continued  in  camp.  Eighty  mounted 
warriors  joined  the  Bashaw  :  all  appear  attached  to 
Mm  ^  but  we  want  the  means  to  engage  their  ser- 
vices. Cash,  we  find,  is  the  only  deity  of  Arabs,  as 
well  as  Turks.  Good  feed  for  our  horses  :  rain  wa- 
ter in  great  abundance,  preserved  in  cavities  of  rocks 
worn  by  torrents  of  water  descending  from  the  high 
grounds  in  our  rear.  But  our  provision  is  reduced 
to  hard  bread  and  rice.  From  Alexandria  to  this 
place  there  is  not  a  living  stream,  nor  rivulet,  nor 
spring  of  water. 

March  S4t^,  Remained  in  camp.  Freighted  a  cara- 
van of  90  camels  at  jS  1 1  per  head,  to  Bomba. 

March  25th,  Forty  seven  tents  of  Arabs  joined  Us 
with  their  families  and  moveables.  In  this  detach- 
ment are  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  on  foot. 
The  Arabs  of  this  place  have  never  seen  brejid.  On 
first  offering  them  biscuit,  they  examined  it  careful- 
ly ;  and,  breaking  it  with  their  shepherds  club  or 
hatchet,  tasted  it  with  symtoms  of  hesitation  ;  find- 
ing it  palatable  they  sought  every  means  to  obtain  it 
from  us.     They  are  pecijiarly  fond  of  rice.     A  wo- 
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man  offered  her  daughter  to  my  interpreter  for  a 
saclt  of  it  :  and  the  girl  consented  to  the  traffic. 
She  was  a  well  proportioned,  liandsome  brunette 
of  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  with  an  expres- 
sive hazel  eye,  inclining  to  black,  arched  eye  brows, 
perfect  teeth,  and  lips  formed  for  voluptuousness.  A 
bargain  would  have  been  concluded  if  my  consent 
could  have  been  accorded  ;  prudence  forbid  it.  The 
Arabs  of  the  desert  are  generally  well  built,  are  ac- 
jtive,  but  timid,  jealous  and  thievish. 

March  26th.  A  courier  from  Derue,  in  the  interest 
of  the  Bashaw,  brings  intelligence  that  five  hundred 
of  Joseph  Bashaw's  cavalry,  accompanied  by  great 
numbers  of  Arabs,  both  horse  and  foot,  were  a  few 
days  march  from  that  place,  and  would  certainly 
arrive  before  it  would  be  possible  that  we  could. 
The  alarm  excited  by  this  information  arrested  our 
motions.  Tlie  Bashaw  seemed  to  hesitate  whether 
to  proceed  farther.  The  camel  drivers  fled '  with 
their  caravan  :  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  combinatioil 
among  the  Bashaw's  people  and  the  Arabs  of  Beha- 
ra  to  return  to  Fiaum.  I  again  suspended  their  ra- 
tions ;  forbidding  any  more  issues  till  the  carayau 
should  return  and  the  march  proceed  ahead.  A 
council  was  held  :  despondency  sat  in  every  counte- 
nance. About  eleven,  A.  M.  I  learned  that  the  Chi- 
ek  il  Taiib  had  resolved  to  proceed  no  farther  until 
certain  intelligence  arrive  of  our  vessels  being  at 
Bomba.  I  could  not  but  reproacii  that  chief  with 
want  of  courage  and  fidelity.  Pie  had  promised 
mucli  and  fulfiled  nothing.  I  regretted  having  been 
made  acquainted  with  liim  ;  and  should  be  well  sat- 
isfied if  he  would  put  his  menace  in  execution  of  re-^ 
turning  to  Egypt,  provided  he  would  not  interfere 
with  the  dispositions  of  other  chiefs.  He  quit  the 
camp  in  a  rage,  swearing  by  all  the  force  of  his  re~ 
ligion  to  join  us  no  more.  The  Bashaw  would  have 
^ent  an  officer  to  pacify  and  bring  him  back.  I  ob 
jected.  And  he  took  himself  off  v/ith  a  small  dc- 
tachmeni  of  his  tribe. 
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March  27th.  The  Chiek  il  Taiio  excited  an  iiil 
surrection  among  the  Arabs  of  this  place  who  had 
engaged  to  proceed  with  us  ;  drew  off  half  their 
number ;  and,  putting  himself  at  their  head,  started 
for  Egypt.  The  Bashaw  sent  a  messenger  to  me 
praying  that  I  would  dispatch  an  officer  to  request 
him  in  my  name  to  return.  I  answered  that  no  con- 
sideration whatever  could  prevail  on  me  to  ask  as  a 
favor  what  I  claimed  as  a  right.  The  services  of 
that  cliief  were  due  to  us  :  we  had  paid  for  them  ; 
and  he  had  pledged  his  faith  to  render  them  with  fi- 
delity. It  did  not  belong  to  him,  at  this  period,  to 
make  terms  nor  dictate  measures  :  I  should  not  de- 
base myself  to  propose  an  accommodation.  The 
Bashaw  was  apprehensive  that  he  would  turn  his  in- 
fluence aud  take  a  part  against  us.  Let  him  do  it. 
1  like  an  open  enemy  better  than  a  treacherous 
friend.  When  he  shall  have  taken  this  ground  it 
will,  jierhaps,  give  me  on  opportunity  to  pnnish  e- 
ventualhf  what  T  would  do  summarily  if  the  respect 
I  had  for  his  Excellency  did  not  prevent  it.  1  had 
a  rifle  and  a  sabre  true  to  their  distance.  Carry  the 
message  to  the  chief.  He  was  mad  with  rage  :  and 
swore  vengeance  against  tlie  Bashaw,  and  his  Chris- 
tian sovereigns,  as  he  stiled  us.  I  ordered  a  march. 
We  got  under  way  at  half  past  7?  A.  M.  At  10,  a 
messenger  came  from  the  Chiek  to  assure  us  that  he 
had  taken  up  his  march  for  Behara. 

Since  he  has  taken  that  roiit,  I  have  nothing  fur- 
ther with  him  but  to  take  steps  for  the  recovery  of  the 
cash  and  property  he  has  fraudulently  drawn  from 
me.  Continued  the  march.  At  12  o'clock  another 
messenger.  '*  The  Chiek  il  Taiib  will  join  if  the 
camp  halt  seasonably.'^  The  Bashaw  desired,  and 
we  halted  at  half  past  12.  About  an  hour  and  half 
after,  tlie  Chiek  hove  in  sight  with  his  party  :  soon 
after  came  up  :  and,  presenting  himself  at  my  mar- 
kee,  with  visible  chagrin  in  his  countenance,  said, 
'*  you  see  the  influence  I  have  among  these  people  !'^ 
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Yes,  and  I  see  also  the  disgraeeful  use  you  make  of 
it.     We  gained  about  five  miles  to  day. 

March  28th.  I  perceived  a  manifest  reluctance  in 
the  Bashaw  to  advance,  and  evident  calculations  for 
a  retrograde  march.  Joseph  Bashaw's  forces  had 
seized  on  all  his  nerves.  He  now  took  from  my  of- 
ficers the  horses  he  had  given  them  for  the  passage 
through  the  desert,  and  gave  them  to  some  of  his 
footmen.  Drew  off  his  Mahometans,  and  stood  bal- 
ancing, after  the  troops  were  drawn  up  for  the  march. 
I  reproached  him  with  indecision,  want  of  persever- 
ance, and  of  consistency  in  arrangement.  I  demand- 
ed the  horses  for  my  officers.  High  words  ensued. 
I  ordered  the  march  in  front.  The  Bashaw  retro- 
graded. We  proceeded  in  front  with  the  baggage. 
The  Bashaw  came  up  in  about  two  hours  ;  and, 
making  us  some  compliments  for  our  firmness,  said, 
he  was  obliged  to  dissemble  an  acquiescence  in  Die 
wishes  of  his  people  to  render  them  managealde. 
We  proceeded  ±2  arrJ  an  half  miles  to  a  castle 
Shemees^  and  camped  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  In  the 
evening,  discovered  that  tlie  Arabs  who  had  joined 
us  on  the  25th,  and  whor  as  we  expected  were  follow- 
ing us,  liad  all  taken  up  their  march  for  the  borders 
of  Egypt.  The  Chiek  il  Taiib  had  discouraged  and 
dissuaded  them  from  pursuing  the  expedition.  The 
Bashaw  sent  off  a  General  officer  with  sundry  horse 
men  to  1)ring  them  back  by  persuasion. 

Hamet  Gurgics,   the  officer  who  went  for  the  A- 
rabs,  did  not  return  this  day. 

March  2Qth.  Remained  in  camp,  waiting  for 
Hamet  Gurgies.  At  this  castle,  which  is  a  rough 
stone  wall,  laid  in  clay  mortar,  about  ten  feet  high, 
without  bastions,  and  one  hundred  feet  square,  there 
seems  to  be  some  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
interior  of  Africa,  We  find  here,  cattle,  sheep, 
butter,  fowls,  eggs,  and  dates,  but  very  dear  ;  and 
for  which  we  bartered  rice  at  great  disadvantage. 
The  situation  is  encl'nnting ;  vast  plains,  caijable  af 
high  cultivation ;  good   well  water  ;  and  some  e 
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closed  gardens  of  fig  and  palm  trees.  But  every 
thing  bears  the  ruinous  aspect  of  ravage  and  war. 
About  four^  P.  M.  Hamet  Gurgies  came  up  with  the 
Arabs  who  separated  themselves  from  us  on  the 
S7th. 

March  SOth.  At  6,  A.  M.  resumed  our  march 
with  the  Christians  and  baggage,  leaving  the  Bash- 
aw to  follow  with  his  Arabs,  who  were  mounted  for 
the  purpose.  At  this  instant  a  dispute  arose  between 
the  Chiek  il  Taiib  and  Chaik  Mahamet  concerning 
the  distribution  of  x^  1500  ;  which  the  former  had 
received  of  the  Bashaw  to  be  equally  distributed  ;  a 
part  of  which  lie  had  concealed  ;  and  grew  so  warm 
that  Mahamet  swore  he  would  proceed  no  farther. 
Three  other  Chaiks  and  several  other  considerable 
Arabs  took  part  with  liim,  and  retrograded.  The 
Bashaw  in  vain  endeavored  to  reconcile  the  parties. 
Chaik  Mahamet  persisted  in  quitting  the  expedition; 
and  with  his  party  moved  rapidly  off.  The  Bashaw 
left  them,  and  iiastily  pursued  us,  with  a  view  of  ar- 
resting our  march,  having  sent  back  Hamet  Gurgies 
and  two  other  officers  tu  endeavor  to  recover  the  mal- 
contents.  We  had  gained  fifteen  miles  ahead  when 
lie  came  up  with  us  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  But  it  was 
necessary  to  retrograde  three  miles  to  water,  and 
there  camp.  The  expedition  could  not  proceed 
without  those  chiefs,  as  they  had  many  people  and 
powerful  influence  witii  the  l^u  ed  alii  tribe  near 
Derne,  to  which  they  belong. 

Pitched  our  camp  at  5,  P.  M. 

The  Bashaw  with  twelve  horsemen  and  my  inter- 
preter returned  to  the  castle  in  hopes  of  reconciling 
the  Chieks  and  of  briugins;  up  their  party.  This 
will  detain  us  tomorrow.  From  Alexandria  to  t!iis 
place,  we  have  ex[)ericnced  continual  altercations, 
contentions  and  delays  among  the  Arabs.  Tliey 
have  no  sense  of  patriotism,  truth  nor  honor  ;  and  no 
attachment  where  they  have  no  ])rospect  of  gain,  ex- 
cept to  their  religion,  to  which  they  are  enthusiasts. 
Poverty  makes  them  thieves,  and  practice  renders 
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them  adroit  in  stealing.  The  instant  the  eye  of  vig° 
ilanceis  turned  from  an  object  on  which  they  have  fix- 
ed a  desire,  it  is  no  more  to  be  found.  Arms,  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  most  engage  their  furtive  spec- 
ulations ;  but  sundry  of  our  people  have  been  rob- 
bed of  their  cloaths  and  other  articles.  With  all 
their  depravity  of  morals  they  possess  a  savage  inde- 
pendence of  soul,  an  incorrigible  obstinacy  to  disci- 
pline, a  sacred  adherence  to  the  laws  of  hospitality, 
and  a  scrupulous  pertinacity  to  their  religious  faith 
and  ceremonies.  Day  before  yesterday  I  was  admit- 
ted, as  a  mark  of  special  distinction,  within  the 
walls  of  their  castle*  Curiosity  brought  every  Arab 
about  me  who  belonged  to  the  tribe.  They  exam- 
ined the  lace  of  my  hat,  epaulettes,  buttons,  spurs, 
and  mounting  of  ray  arms.  Tliese  they  took  to  be 
all  2:old  and  silver.  Thev  were  astonished  that 
God  should  permit  people  to  possess  such  riches  who 
folloiced  the  religion  of  the  devil  ! 

My  interpreter  explained  that  the  religion  of  the 
Americans  was  different  from  that  of  all  other  nations 
who  wore  hats  ;  (the  hat  and  turban  are  distinguish- 
ing marks  of  Christian  and  Turk  :)  that  we  believ- 
ed in  God  and  respected  all  his  revelations  ;  that 
we  made  no  distinction  in  our  respect  to  people  of 
different  creeds  ;  all  were  free  with  us  to  worship  God 
as  their  consciences  dictated;  and  that  all  honest  men 
were  equally  respected  in  America.  They  could  hard- 
ly comprehend  this  description  of  Christians  any  where 
existed.  He  added  that  I  was  a  good  man,  and  a 
great  friend  to  Mussulmen.  They  had  heard  so. 
Hamet  Bashaw's  people  had  told  them  every  thing 
that  1  had  done  for  them.  They  lamented  that  so 
good  a  man  should  go  to  hell.  While  I  continued  an 
infidel  I  must  expect  to  be  damned.  I  should  escape 
hell  and  go  to  the  paradise  of  Mahomet  if  I  would 
only  repeat  one  word  after  them,  Allah  tillah  •Ma- 
hammed  Benallah,  which  they  repeatedly  pronounc- 
ed, and  desired,  by  the  esteem  they  felt  for  me,  that 
1  would  repeat  after  them.     1  answered,  that  in  A 
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merica,  we  made  no  account  of  a  religion  which  con- 
sistiid  only  in  words.  God  had  promised  us  a  heav- 
en distinct  from  that  of  Papists  and  Mussulmen, 
where  we  should  admit  all  good  men  who  should 
choose  to  come  over  to  us,  and  he  permitted  ourselves 
at  discretion  to  make  parties  of  pleasure  into  the 
paradise  of  Mahomet  and,  the  heaven  of  the  Papists. 
They  doul)ted  my  i^tory.  I  told  them  I  had  assur- 
ances myself  of  heing  well  received  and  civilly  treat- 
ed by  those  opposite  prophets,  as  I  had  very  many 
friends  among  the  follow  ers  of  both.  They  smiled 
at  this  idea  ;  but  confessed  they  should  be  very  glad 
to  see  me  in  their  paradise  ;  though  they  doubted 
w  hether  Mahomet  would  permit  me  to  come  there, 
even  on  a  visit,  unless  I  confessed  him  and  became 
a  true  believer. 

A  good  Christian  w  ould  have  given  me  tlie  same 
admonition.  How  frail  is  human  reason  !  How  ab- 
surd is  the  pride  ot"  bigotry  !  Yet  how*  happy  are 
these  ignorant  Arabs  in  their  faith  and  intolerance  I 
A  desert  their  patrimony  ;  a  wretched  hut  their 
dw  elling  ;  a  blanket  their  bed  and  w  ardrobe  ;  a 
a  wooden  bowl  and  spoon  their  furniture  ;  and 
TAiWv  and  roots  their  food.  Like  the  patriarchs  oi  old^ 
they  ''  Seek  a  country."  Their  hope  is  in  heaven. 
Of  arriving  there  tiiey  have  the  faith  of  assurance. 
They  are  contented. 

The  climate  of  the  desert  is  pure  and  healthful. 
Though  placed  under  an  arid  sun,  it  lias  a  constant 
refreshing  sea  breeze  by  day  and  land  breeze  by 
night.  iS'o  frosts,  and  no  storms  :  gentle  rains  or^y 
during  the  winter  months,  and  sometimes  wind  aAd 
thunder,  but  not  immoderate. 

]\3en  seem  not  to  sicken  here  ;  and  only  die  by 
the  easy  and  tranquil  declension  of  age.  They  con- 
sider seventy  to  eighty  years  the  usual  term  of  life  ; 
but  I  have  seen  men  and  women  who  count  upwards 
of  an  hundred,  and  such  very  common.  They  are 
free  from  chronic  diseases.  Even  optlialmy,  ^^);ich 
seems  contagious  in  Egypt  and  BarbaiV;  efi'ects   no- 
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body  here  :  and  the  plague  is  not  known   among 
them. 

March  Sist,  Remained  in  camp.  Very  rainy  day, 
with  thnnder  and  wind ;  the  succeeding  evening 
chilly.     The  Bashaw  absent. 

April  ist.  Chiek  il  Taiib  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  live  Shieks,  three  of  whom  were   of  the  caravan, 
and  presented  himself  at   my   markee  to  demand  an 
augmentation  of  the  ration.     I  refused.     He  menac- 
ed.    1  reproached  him  as  the  cause  of  all  our  delays 
in  the  march,  and  with  a  total  failure  of  all  his  en- 
gagements   with  me.      He  had  engaged   me  four 
hundred  mounted  Arabs  of  his  tribe  at  the  Marabout 
and  to  bring  me  to  Bomba  in   fourteen  days.      His 
whole  number  of  men  consisted  of  but  twenty  eight ; 
we  had  now  been  twenty  five  days    in   gaining  half 
our  distance  :  and,  instead  of  encouraging  our  pro- 
gress,  he  was  on  all  occasions  throwing  obstacles  in 
our  way.     He  recriminated  the  Bashaw   and  other 
Chicks.  I  thought  the  Bashaw  and  Chieks  he  accus- 
ed better  men  than   himself ;    and   would   not  hear 
them  calumniated.     He  4)elieved  me  partial.     I  said 
to  him,  if  he  had  experienced  any   evidence   of  my 
partiality  it  was  in  his  favor  until  after  his  hypocrisy 
betrayed  itself.     It  was  tr.  e  I  now  held   him  in  no 
consideration,  for  I  could  place  no  reliance  in  any 
thing  he  said  or  undertook.     He  seemed  very  indif- 
ferent about  the  opinion  I  entertained   of  him,  pro- 
vided he  could  obtain  liis  object.     He   cautioned  me 
against  persisting  in  the  resolution  I  had  taken  not 
to  augment  the  ration;  it  would   unavoidably  pro- 
duce an  insurrection.  The  other  Chieks  and  caravan 
would  leave  me.     As  for  himself,  he  could  not  sub- 
sist on  rice  alone  ;  he  would  have  bread  also,     I  ask- 
ed him  if  he  thought   to   compel   the  measure  ?  He 
said,  with  a  menacing  tone,  '*  Remember  y-ou  are  in  a 
desert,  and  a  country  not  your  own,^^  I  am  a  greater 
man  here  than  either  you  or  the   Bashaw,     I  retort- 
ed :  I  have  found  you  at  the  head  of  every  commo- 
iiion  which  has  happened  since  we   left  Alexandria. 
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You  are  the  instigator  of  the  present  among  the 
chiefs.  Leave  my  tent  !  but  mark  ;  if  I  find  a  mu- 
tiny in  camp  during  the  absence  of  the  Bashaw^  I 
will  put  you  to  instant  death  as  the  fomenter  of  it,'^ 
He  left  the  tent ;  mounted  his  horse  ;  and,  with 
two  other  Chieks,  took  himself  off.  The  Bashaw's 
Hasnadar  (treasurer)  had  been  called  into  my  tent  on 
the  entrance  of  the  Cliiek  il  Taiib.  He  had  the  in- 
fluence to  pacify  the  other  chiefs,  or  to  engage  them 
to  wait  at  least  till  the  return  of  the  Bashaw.  Now 
10  o'clock  and  no  news  of  him.  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  the 
Chiek  il  Taiib  returned.  Entered  into  the  tent  of 
my  officers  :  regretted  that  he  had  lost  my  confi- 
dence :  apprehended  that  some  secret  enemy  had  in- 
sinuated unfavorable  impressions  against  him  :  was 
devoted  to  me  :  would  even  abandon  the  Bashaw  to 
follow  me ;  and  begged  Mr.  Farquhar  and  Peck 
to  use  their  influence  for  a  reconciliation. 

Five,  P.  M.  He  came  to  my  tent  :  professed  eter- 
nal obligations  and  attachment  :  would  seek  every 
occasion  to  give  proofs  of  it ;  and  hoped  that  an  op- 
portunity would  offer  to  him  at  Derne  to  convince 
me  that  he  was  a  inan  / 

I  replied  that  I  required  nothing  of  him  by  way 
of  reconciliation  but  truth,  fidelity  to  tlie  Bashaw, 
pacific  conduct  among  the  other  chiefs,  uniformity 
and  perseverance  in  this  conduct. 

These  he  promised  by  an  oath  ;  and  offered  me 
his  hand.  6  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Bashaw  not  return- 
ed :  apprehensive  that  he  has  ♦  suffered  himself  to 
fall  into  a  snare  of  his  brother.  The  day  has  been 
rainy,  blowing,  and  chilly. 

Visited  the  Arab  camp.  Their  young  men, 
young  women  and  children  are  perfectly  well  made, 
and  though  copper  colored,  are  handsome.  Never 
saw  teeth  so  universally  sound  and  white,  even  and 
well  set.  The  women  do  not  veil  :  have  nothing  of 
the  affected  reserve  and  bigoted  pride  of  the  Turks ; 
yet  in  their  general  deportment  modest  and  bashful. 
J  took  dates  in  the  tent  of  their  principal  Chiek  :  one 
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of  his  wives  served  them  in  an  ozier  pannier,  and 
seemed  elated  with  the  visit.  I  complimented  her 
elegant  proportion  and  symmetry.  She  smiled,  and 
said  there  were  much  handsomer  young  women  in 
camp  than  herself.  I  donhted  it.  To  give  me 
proof,  sundry  fine  girls  and  young  married  women 
were  invited  in.  I  admitted  they  were  very  hand- 
some, but  could  not  give  up  my  first  opinion. 

April  %d.  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Bashaw  returned, 
accompanied  by  the  Chieks  Mahamet  and  others 
who  separated  themselves  from  us  on  the  30th  ult. 
Whom  he  had  overtaken  on  their  Foute  to  the  prov- 
ince of  Behara,  two  hours  march  eastward  of  the  cas- 
tle Massarah,  the  ground  of  our  encampment  from 
the  15th  to  Slst  ultimo ;  a  distance  of  fifty  nine 
miles.  He  rode  all  night  of  the  31  st,  and  succeed- 
ing day  in  an  uncomfortable  fall  of  rain  and  chilly 
winds,  and  subsisted  his  party  during  the  expedition 
on  milk  and  dates  which  were  occasionally  brought 
him  by  the  desert  Arabs. 

At  7  in  the  evening  a  meeting  of  the  Bashaw  and 
all  the  Chieks  at  my  tent,  f  exhorted  them,  as  on 
other  instances  of  disagreement,  to  union  and  perse- 
verance, as  the  only  means  of  insuring  success  to  the 
important  enterprise  in  which  they  were  engaged  ; 
to  which  they  gave  pledges  of  faith  and  honor ;  and 
orders  vv^ere  accordingly  given  to  resume  the  line  of 
march  at  reveillee  beating  tomorrow.  We  have  now 
between  six  and  seven  hundred  fighting  men  on  the 
ground,  exclusive  of  followers  of  the  camp  and 
Beduoin  families,  wJio  inclusively  make  a  body  of 
about  twelve  hundred  people. 

April  Sd.  Marched  at  six,  A.  M.  advanced  only 
ten  miles  in  front,  when  the  Arabs  pitched  their 
camp  and  insisted  on  remaining  here  until  they  could 
send  a  caravan  five  days  marcli  into  the  interior  of 
the  desert  to  a  place  called  Seewauk  to  procure 
dates.  We  were  in  a  valley  upon  tlie  centre  of  a 
vast  elevated  plain,  and  have  excellent  cistern  wa- 
tey.     1  urged  the  march  a  head.     The  Arabs  posi 
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tively  refused  to  proceed.-  They  were  short  of  pro- 
visions, and  had  no  other  resort.  I  said  those  wants 
would  be  supplied  at  Bomba.  They  replied  that 
this  depended  on  contingency  ;  we  could  not  com- 
mand the  sea.  I  threaieued  to  take  off  the  Christ- 
ians. They  intreated  I  would  halt  till  the  next 
morning.  To  this  I  consented^  on  condition  that 
they  would  solemnly  promise  to  throw  no  more  im- 
pediments in  the  way  of  our  progress  to  Bomba,  and 
that  they  would  hereafter  yield  implicit  obedience  to 
my  orders  ;  thieatening  at  the  same  time  to  embarfc 
with  the  Bashaw  and  suit  at  that  place,  and  proceed 
directly  to  Tripoli,  leaving  them  to  contend  for  the 
provinces  of  Derne  and  Bengazi  alone  in  case  of 
any  infraction  of  these  conditions.  They  pledged  them- 
selves ;  and  we  encamped.  Their  caravan  went 
off  for  Seewauk,  to  join  us  again  at  Bomba.  The 
Arabs  say  that  at  that  place  is  a  fountain,  or  lake  of 
fresh  water,  of  three  leagues  circumference,  which 
supplies  a  considerable  territory  of  good  land  by 
small  rivulets  descending  from  the  mountains.  It 
does  not  appear  that  this  lake  has  any  issue  to  the 
sea  :  but  the  truth  of  its  existence  is  supported  by 
tlie  excellent  dates  brought  thence  to  the  castles  on 
the  sea  board  for  sale  ;  a  fruit  only  found  on  low, 
well  watered  ground. 

This  afternoon  a  marriage  was  celebrated  in  the 
Arab  camp.  Two  camels  were  dressed  with  a  spe- 
cies of  canopy,  resembling  a  covered  waggon,  or 
hackney  coach,  traverse,  covered  with  a  species  of 
carpeting,  fabricated  of  camels  hair,  in  imitation  of  that 
of  Smyrna,  supported  by  arches  of  wood  like  hoops, 
and  ornamented  with  finer  cloths  of  various  color- 
ings. The  first  ceremonies  had  already  passed  when 
the  procession  was  announced  tons  by  volliesof  mus- 
ketry. The  bride  and  groom  were  closely,  but  sep- 
arately, shut  up  in  these  carriages,  attended  by  sun- 
i\ry  elderly  women,  and  all  the  adult  unmarried  girls 
of  the  camp  on  foot,  and  all  the  warriors  mounted. 
The  wcmou  had  their  places  near  the  camels,  chant- 
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ing  a  savage  kind  of  epithalamium  ;  the  men  per- 
forming feats  of  horsemansliip,  and  an  Incessant  few 
dejoie.  In  this  manner  they  took  a  circuit  quite  a- 
round  their  own  encampment^  and  then  proceeded  to 
ours,  and  made  the  same  circuit.  After  which  the 
procession  returned  to  two  tents  detached  a  few  rods 
in  the  rear  of  their  line  of  tents,  where  the  camel 
which  carried  the  bride  was  driven  seven  times  round 
the  tent  assigned  for  her  by  the  singing  women. 
The  animal  was  now  made  to  kneel,  the  door  of  the 
carriage  opened,  and  the  bride  precipitated  head  first 
into  the  tent,  where  she  was  surrounded  by  chiefs 
and  matrons,  with  some  young  women,  who  repeated 
a  shoi't  prayer  or  benediction,  when  all  retired,  leav- 
ing the  bride  with  only  her  attendants.  I  had  the 
curiosity,  together  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  expedi- 
tion, to  fall  into  the  procession.  We  were  treated 
with  marks  of  peculiar  distinction  ;  and  great  exer- 
tions were  taken  to  give  us  a  place  near  the  carriag- 
es. During  the  procession  the  camels  v/ere  fre- 
quently halted,  and  dances  were  performed  by  young 
men  and  girls,  exhibiting  the  most  lascivious  ges- 
tures. After  the  ceremonies  were  over  it  was  signi- 
fied to  me  that  a  present  would  be  expected  on  the 
occasion.  1  asked  a  chief  who  would  be  the  proper 
person  to  receive  it  ?  He  pointed  out  a  middle  aged 
woman,  whom  I  observed  to  have  been  very  offi- 
cious during  the  cereniQuy  of  marriage,  and  whom  1 
supposed  to  be  the  mother  of  the  bride,  to  whom  1 
presented  tAvo  half  rupees  of  two  dollars  each  :  and 
invited  an  old  man  of  about  fifty  five,  who,  I  took  no- 
tice, seemed  deeply  concerned  in  the  affair,  and 
whom  I  supposed  to  be  the  father  of  one  of  the  mar- 
ried  couple,  to  accompany  me  to  my  tent^  and  order- 
ed him  a  small  present  of  extra  provisions.  He  was 
followed  by  sundry  other  Arabs  of  distinction.  Be» 
ing  seated  in  the  tent,  conversation  turned  to  the  mar- 
riage ceremony,  which  led  to  questions  of  the  par- 
entage and  ages  of  the  married  pair  :  when,  what 
was  my  surprise  to  find  the  old  man  to  whom  we  had 
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exhibited  our  civilities  to  be  himself  the  groom,  his 
bride  a  girl  of  thirteen  years,  and  the  officious  mid- 
dle aged  woman,  whom  I  took  to  be  the  mother,  a- 
nother  wife  of  this  newly  married  dotard.  It  appear. 
ed  that  the  old  man  was  a  Chiek  ;  his  new  bride;a 
daughter  of  a  family  of  the  Samerank,  whom  he  had 
bought  of  the  parents,  according  to  custom,  before 
marriage.  We  were  told  that  the  bride  must  yet  re- 
main three  days  in  the  hands  of  matrons  before  con- 
summation. 

*ipril  "i^th.  Marched  at  6,  A.  M.  Halted  at  four 
afternoon.  Gained  eighteen  miles.  This  day  Capt. 
Selem  Comb  chased  down  a  wild  cat  with  his  grey 
hound  :  height  two  feet ;  length  from  extremities 
iive  feet  ;  color  sable,  brindled  about  the  body  ; 
black  ears  and  nose,  and  dark  brindled  tail  :  it  wa^s 
cooked,  and  it  eat  very  well.  An  Arab,  soon  after, 
brought  me  a  couple  of  her  young;  but  they  were 
not  old  enougli  to  be  raised. 

At  this  camping  ground  are  two  remarkable  wells, 
between  ninety  iive  and  a  hundred  feet  deep,  sunk 
through  solid  rock,  except  about  four  feet  at  the  sur- 
face. The  surrounding  ])lains  are  a  bed  of  marie  and 
sand  ;  and  have  unequivocal  evidence  of  ancient 
cultivation.  Vast  ruins  of  masonry  scattered  in  dif- 
ferent directions  :  the  superstructures  totally  effaced 
by  time. 

*^lj)ril  dth.  Marched  IS  miles  :  camped  seven 
leagues  distant  from  the  sea  board.  Here  is  a  re- 
markable ancient  castle  of  hewn  stone,  and  regularly 
built,  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  square,  the  walls 
eighteen  high  and  five  thick,  with  bastions  at  each 
angle,  and  battlements  on  the  curtain  constructed  for 
archers.  In  the  centre  is  a  well,  descending  to  an 
immense  cistern,  cut  in  solid  rock,  extending  to  an- 
other well  without  the  walls,  a  distance  of  one  hund- 
red and  twenty  feet.  This  vast  cistern  must  have 
been  supplied  by  rain  water  conveyed  into  it  from 
the  terraces  of  buildings,  as  its  depth  is  hut  about 
thirty  feet,  and  the  depth  of  the  only   well  of  watrr 
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in  the  vicinity  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  :  the  water 
of  which  is  sulphurous  and  saline.  The  cistern  is 
dry.  Around  the  castle  are  many  ruins  of  ancient 
buildings,  of  apparently  excellent  masonry  ;  the 
cement  of  which  resembles  exactly  that  in  the  ruins 
of  Carthage.  Time  in  many  places  has  consumed 
the  freestone  of  the  walls,  leaving  the  cement  per- 
fectly entire,  and  honey  combed. 

Scattered  among  these  ruins  are  numerous  graves 
of  pilgrims  with  Turkish  and  Arabic  inscriptions  of 
modern  date,  expressive  of  little  else  than  an  ejacu- 
lation. The  surrounding  country,  as  far  as  eye  can 
ken,  exhibits  little  more  than  a  barren  desert,  seem- 
ingly never  to  have  ])een  cultivated,  yet  every  where 
interspersed  with  ruins  of  masonry.  One  of  my  for- 
eign officers  found  here,  and  presented  me,  two  copper 
coins  with  Greek  inscriptions  but  so  eftaced  as  not 
to  be  intelligible.  On  the  west  of  this  port  is  a 
mountain  of  great  height,  forming  a  steep  bluif  on  its 
eastern  abutment,  extending  in  a  circular  direction 
south  easterly  as  far  as  the  eye  can  pursue  it.  The 
Arabs  tell  me  this  mountain  preserves  the  same  ap- 
pearance quite  to  the  province  of  Fiaume,  and  is 
called  in  their  language  .litk  bet  Salaum,  Its  site 
is  a  vast  plain,  rocky  and  barren,  gradually  inclined 
to  the  westward.  Our  guides  fix  this  port  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Derne. 

JlprilQth.  Last  night  a  party  of  wild  Arabs  stole 
into  the  vicinity  of  our  camp  and  took  off*  nine  of  the 
Bashaw's  horses.  A  detachment  was  sent, this  morn- 
ing in  search  of  them  which  returned  at  twelve  and 
reported  that  they  fell  upon  the  track  of  fifty  horses, 
supposed  to  be  mounted  by  the  thieves,  which  shaped 
a  rapid  course  towards  the  interior  of  the  desert. 
The  detachment  was  reinforced  and  returned  on  the 
pursuit. 

This  morning  died  tlie  saddle  beast  of  one  of  mv 
servants.  IS  o^ clock  at  noon.  After  six  hours 
inarch  came  to  a  well  seventy  feet  deep,  below  which 
a  large  cifrtern  of  bad  water,  foetid  and  saline.     Our 
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horses  had  not  drank  during  forty  two  homs^  and 
the  people  with  much  difficulty  procured  a  little  ve- 
ry nauseous  water  from  the  deep  well  near  the  cas- 
tle last  night.  Every  hody  pressed  near  the  well, 
the  horses  and  people  crouding  upon  each  other  for 
drink.  In  the  struggle  the  horse  of  m^  other  servant 
was  forced  backwards  from  tlie  cvoud,  and^  the 
ground  descending  to  the  well,  slipped  and  went 
down,  with  two  cloaks,  and  perished  in  the  fall. 
Continued  our  march  17  miles,  but  advanced  very 
little  in  front,  having  kept  under  the  side  of  the 
mountain  to  gain  the  seaboard.  Halted  at  3,  P.  M. 
witliin  four  miles  of  the  sea  shore.  I  walked  with  Mr. 
Fan]  n bar  and  a  servant  to  the  water  side.  A  very 
handsome  bay  formed  by  the  mountain  which  ex- 
tends into  the  sea  a  league  and  an  half,  and  termin- 
ates in  a  high  cape.  The  Arabs  call  the  port  Sala- 
um  :   it  is  marked  on  the  French  chart  Cape  Luco  : 

They  say  it  is  remarkable  for  iuiving  been  a  shel- 
ter for  the  Maltese  cruisers.  Ninety  miles  from  Bom- 
ba  by    calculation.     We  iind  no  water  this  night. 

^Rpril  ytit.  Marched  at  6,  A.  M.  ascended  the 
mountain,  and  marched  on  its  summit,  eighteen  miles 
in  front.  At  four  afternoon  halted  in  a  vallev,  wJiere 
we  found  excellent  feed  for  our  horses,  but  no  water. 

Apnl  8th.  Marched  at  (5,  A.  M.  Descended  the 
western  declivity  of  the  mountain.  At  nine  called 
a  halt  near  a  cistern  of  excellent  rain  water,  ex- 
cavated in  a  solid  rock,  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  ra- 
vine, bv  the  torrents  of  water  and  small  stones  which 
rush  down  the  mountain  by  this  avenue  during  the 
rainy  season.  This  was  a  precious  repast  to  our 
thirsty  [jilgrims.  I  went  with  a  small  party  to  sur- 
vey the  seacoast  and  reconnoitre  the  country,  intend- 
ing to  pursue  the  march  as  soon  as  the  armyshould 
have  refreshed  themselves.  But,  during  my  ab- 
sence, tiie  Bashaw  ordered  the  camps  pitched-  On 
my  return  I  demanded  his  reason  for  so  doing.  He 
answered  that  the  exhausted  situation  of  the  troops 
and  people  required  at  least  one  day's  repose.     I  dis 
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covered  however  that  his  real  intention  Ava$  to  remain 
on  this  ground  until  a  courier  should  return,  which 
he  was  about  to  dispatch  to  Boraba  in  quest  of  our 
vessels.  We  had  only  six  days  rations  of  rice  ;  no 
bread  nor  meat  and  no  small  rations.  I  urged  this 
circumstance  as  an  impulsive  reason  why  the  march 
should  continue.  He  said  the  Arab  chiefs  were  re- 
solved to  proceed  no  further  till  the  camp  shall  have 
ixjcruited  themselves  by  a  little  repose.  T  told  him 
if  they  preferred  famine  to  fatigue  they  might  have 
the  choice  ;  and  ordered  their  rations  stopped.  The 
day  passed  confusedly  among  them.  At  3,  P.  M. 
the  Bashaw,  compelled  by  his  Arab  host,  struck 
his  tent,  ordered  his  baggage  packed,  mounted,  and 
took  up  a  march  for  Fiaume  by  the  mountain.  I 
waited  without  emotion  the  result  of  tliis  movement  ; 
not  chusing  to  betray  a  concern  for  ourselves.  Dis- 
covering however  an  intention  in  the  Arabs  to  seize 
our  provisions,  I  beat  to  arms.  My  Christians 
formed  a  line  in  front  of  the  magazine  tent.  Each 
party  held  an  opposite  position  the  space  of  an  hour. 
The  Bashaw  prevailed  on  the  Arabs  to  return  ;  they 
dismounted  ;  and  he  pitched  his  tent.  Supposing 
the  tumult  tranquilised,  I  ordered  the  (roops  to  pa*s 
the  manual  exercise,  according  to  our  daily  practice. 
In  auMnstant  the  Arabs  took  an  alarm  ;  remount(?d, 
and  exclaimed,  ^^  the  Christians  are  preparing  to 
fire  on  us  !"  Tlie  Bashaw  mounted  and  put  himself 
at  their  head,  apparently  impressed  with  the  same 
appi[*ehension.  A  body  of  about  two  hundred  advanc- 
ed in  full  charge  upon  our  people,  who  stood  their 
ground  motionless.  The  enemy  withdrew  at  as  mall 
disttmce,  singled  out  the  officers,  and,  with  deliber- 
ate aim,  cried — fire/  Some  of  the  Bashaw's  officers, 
exclaimed,  ^'  for  God's  sake  do  not  fire !  The  Christ- 
ians are  our  friends.''  Mr.  O'Bannon,  Mr.  Peck, 
and  young  Farquhar,  stood  firnily  by  me,  Selem 
Aga,  (Capt.  of  Canoniers,)  his  Lieutenants  and  the 
two  Gri-eek  officers,  remained  steadfast  at  their  posts. 
The  others  were  airitated,  and  in  fact  abandoned  us. 
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I  advanced  towards  the  Bashaw  and   cautioned   him 
against  giving  countenance  to  a  desperate  act.     At 
pnce   a   column  of    muskets  were     aimed   at    my 
breast.     The  Bashaw  was  distracted.     A  universal 
clamor  drowned  my  voice.     1  waved  my  hand  as  a 
signal  for  attention.     At  this  critical   moment   some 
of  the  Bashaw^s  officers  and  sundrv  Arab  chiefs  rode 
between  us  with  drawn  sabres  and  repelled  the  muti- 
neers.    I  reproached  the  Bashaw  for  his  rashness, 
or  rather  weakness.     His  Casnadar  asked  him  if  he 
was  in  his  senses.     The   Bashaw   struck   him  with 
his  naked  sabre.     The  fracas   had  nearly   resumed 
its  rage,  when  I  took  the  Bashaw  by   the  arm  ;  led 
him  from  the  croud,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  his 
own  interests  and  his  friends  !  He  relented  :  called 
me  his  friend  and  protector  ;  said   he  was   too  soon 
heated  ;  and  followed  me  to  my  tent,  gi^'i^^g  orders 
at  the  same  time  to  his  Arabs  to    disperse.     After  a 
moment's  breath,  he  said  if  I   would  gire  orders  to 
issue  rice  it  w^ould  quiet  every  thing.     This  I  >vould 
not  do   on   any   other  condition  than  his  promise  to 
march  tomorrow    morning  at  reveillee  beating.    He 
promised,  and  provisions  were  issued.     Confessions 
of  obligation  and  ju'ofessions  of  attachment  were  re- 
peated as  usual  on  thepartof  the  Bpshav/  and  his  of- 
ficers ;  and  the  camp  again   resumed  its    tranquility. 
Theiinn  and  decided  conduct  of  Mr.  O'Bannon,  as  on 
all  other  occasions,  did  much  to  deter  the  violence 
of  the  savages   by    whom  we   were   surrounded,  as 
well  as  to   support  our   own  dignity   of  cliaracter. 
After  the  affair  was  over  the  Bashaw   embraced  him 
with  an  enthusiasm  of  respect,   calling  him  the  brave 
American.     The  Chevalier  Davjes,my  aid  de  camp, 
acted  a  part  which  I  would  rather   attribute  U^  an 
amiable  disposition  than  to  weakness  of  nerve.     My 
Doctor  behaved    decidedly   like   a  coward,    and  a 
base  one.     Mr.    Farquhar   conducted  with    manly 
firmness.     One  of  the  Arabs,    during  the    agitation, 
snapped  a  pistol  at  his  breast.     Happily  ituiissed 
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fire  :  had  it  been  otherwise  the  fire  would  most  proba- 
bly liave  become  general  and  the  result  serious. 

We  find  it  almost  impossible  to  inspire  tbese  wild 
bigots  with  confidence  in  us,  or  to  persuade  them 
that,  being  Christians,  we  can  be  otherwise  than  en- 
emies to  Mussulmen.  We  have  a  dil^cult  u»ider- 
taking  ! 

^Ipril  9th,  Marched  at  half  past  5,  A.  M.  advanc- 
ed iQJi  miles  and  halted  at  a  water  cisteru.  Good 
feed  for  our  horses.  Here  are  considerable  ancient 
ruins  of  houses  and  partition  walls,  but  almost  entire- 
ly effaced. 

In  this  cistern  we  found  two  dead  men  ;  probably 
pilgrims  murdered  by  the  Arabs.  We  were  obliged 
nevertheless  to  use  the  water. 

t^ipril  iOfh.  Marched  ten  miles,  and  at  twelve 
o'clock  camped  in  a  beautiful  valley  betv/eeu  two 
ridges  of  desert  mountain  of  calcarious  rock  ajul  fiint 
stone  ;  upon  one  of  which  we  found  an  excellent  cis- 
tern of  rain  water  ;  and  in  the  valley,  s:ood  feed  for 
our  horses. 

The  detachment  joined  us  which  weni  olT  the 
sixth  ;  but  without  recovering  the  horses  or  overtak- 
ing the  thieves.  Nothing  but  rice  and  water  for 
subsistence  and  that  at  half  rations.  No  intelligence 
from  Bomba  by  the  courier  dispatciied  thither. 

An  idea  has  been  insinuated  into  the  mind  of  the 
Bashaw  tliat  we  aim  only  to  use  him  for  ti}e  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  peace  with  his  brother,  and  tiiat  the 
manner  is  indifferent  with  us. 

He  gives  place  to  Uiis  appreliension  because  he 
has  twice  been  deceived  by  Christian  jnnvevs  ;  and 
because  the  English  have  deceived  IClfi  Bajj.  as  he 
says.  And  he  permits  himself  so  far  to  bo  carried 
away  by  the  pliantom,  as  to  fear  least  we  should  give 
him  up  to  the  enemy. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.  A  general  council  of  war* 
An  insurmountable  reluctance  on  tlie  part  of  the 
Arabs  and  some  of  the  Bashaw's  people  to  proceed 
further  without  intelligence  of  our  vessels,  induced 
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me  to  agree  to  halt  and  wait  for  intelligence,  after 
two  days  more  march  in  front.  The  Bashaw  fears 
desertions  in  case  of  approaching  Derne  without  pro- 
visions. We  have  only  three  days  half  rations  of 
rice,  and  no  other  supplies  whatever  :  and,  what  ren- 
ders our  situation  truly  alarming,  we  can  get  no  in- 
formation of  any  vessels  having  appeared  off  the 
coast ;  as  we  now  plainly  perceive  their  arrival  a- 
lone  will  prevent  a  revolt  among  our  Arabs,  who 
will  undoubtedly  take  any  side  which  will  give  them 
the  best  fare. 

Seven  o'clock,  P.  M.  An  officer  came  to  my  tent 
and  informed  me  that  mutiny  was    organized  in  the 
company  of  canoniers,  and  that   they   were    about  to 
embody  and  demand  their  full   ration   of  provisions 
before  this  tent.     I  told  him  to  endeavor    by  gentle 
means  to  suppress  the    mutiny  ;    and,    if  lie  found 
this  method  impossible,  to  caution   them  on  pain  of 
death,  not  to  apj)ear  in  arms   to    make    any   remon- 
strances with  me.     At  the  same   time  sent   for  the 
issuing  commissary  to  be  informed  of  the  exact  quan- 
tity of  rice  on   hand.     I  mentioned  the  disagreeable 
situation  of  affairs   to    no  one    but  Mr.  O'fiannon. 
Before  any  thing  serious  took  place,  about    half  past 
seven  in  the  evening,  tlio   courier   which   had   been 
dispatched  to  Bomba  arrived  with  intelligence  of  our 
vessels  being  off  that  place   and  Derne.     In  an  in- 
stant the  face  of  every  thing   changed  from   pensive 
gloom  to  enthusiastic  gladness.    Nothing  more  heard 
of  the  mutiny.     The   Arabs  resumed     confidence. 
And  the  Bashaw  promised    to  force    the    residue  of 
our  marcli  to  Bomba. 

Nine  in  the  evening.  The  Bashaw  attacked  by 
spasms  and  vomiting ;  continued  the  greater  part 
of  the  niarlit. 

April  nth.  Marched  at  6,  A.  M.  gained  five  miles 
a  head,  and  camped.  The  Bashaw's  indisposition 
rendered  a  lialt  indispensable.  No  water.  Discover- 
ed a  singular  commerce  between  our  soldiers  and  the 
Arab  women.     They  exchanged  their  buttons,  whicJi 
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they  cut  from  their  clothes^  for  dates.  The  women 
strung  them  as  ornaments  about  theii*  necks.  Six^ 
P.  M..  The  Bashaw  recovers. 

April  i2th.  Marched  twenty  five  miles;  the  first 
part  of  the  day  in  the  continuation  of  the  valley  men- 
tioned the  tenth  ;  but  camped  on  an  eminence  where 
there  was  neither  water  nor  fuel.  The  residue  of 
our  rice  issued  to  day  ;  but  the  troops  were  obliged 
to  eat  it  without  cooking.  Such  of  the  Arab  tribes 
as  moved  with  their  families  camped  five  miles  in  the 
rear ;  being  unable  to  come  up,  exhausted  by  fatigue 
and  Jumger. 

April  iSth.  Marched  seven  and  a  half  miles. 
Hunger  and  fatigue  rendered  the  foot  soldiers  and 
Bedouin  families  unable  to  pursue  the  march.  The 
Bashaw  killed  and  issued  one  of  his  camels  of  bur- 
then, and  exchanged  another  with  the  Arabs  for 
sheep ;  which  together  gave  a  full  ration  to  our 
troops,  but  they  were  without  bread  or  salt. 

April  i'lth.  Marched  fifteen  miles.  Camped  in  a 
pleasant  valley  of  rich  strong  land,  but  totally  uncul- 
tii^ated.  Good  and  abundance  of  feed  for  our  horses, 
and  sundry  cisterns  excavated  in  the  ridges  on  the 
borders  of  the  valley  contained  excellent  rain  water  ; 
but  we  were  totally  destitute  of  provisions.  Near 
these  cisterns  and  in  the  valleys  are  ruins  of  ancient 
arcliitecture  and  visible  marks  of  former  cultivation  ; 
but  now  all  is  waste. 

April  ioth.  Marched  at  seven  in  the  morning. 
Our  people  this  day  scattered  throughout  all  the  plain 
in  search  of  roots  and  vegetable  substances  to  ap- 
pease the  cravings  of  hunger.  A  species  of  wild 
fennel  and  sorrel  which  we  found  in  the  small  ravines 
contributed  somsthing  to  our  support.  At  4  o'clock 
P.  M.  we  reached  Buniba.  But  what  v;as  my  as- 
tonishment to  find  at  this  celebrated  port  not  the 
foot  trace  of  a  human  being,  nor  a  drop  of  water. 
And  what  ray  mortification  to  find  no  vessels  here. 
We  had  this  day  taken  up  three  Arabs  who  gave  me 
positive  declarations  that  they  had  seen  two  vessels^ 
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in  the  Eay  a  few  days  before,  and  very  well  describ- 
ed the  brig  Argus,  Capt.  Hull ;  but  they  were 
gone,  and  1  cimcluded  had  left  the  coast  in  despair  of 
our  arrival.  Nothing  could  prevail  on  our  Arabs  to 
believe  that  any  had  been  tliere.  They  abused  us  as 
imposters  and  infidels  ;  and  said  we  had  drawn  tliem 
into  that  situation  with  treaclierous  views. 

All  began  now  to  think  of  tiie  means  of  individual 
safety  ;  and  the  Arabs  came  to  a  i^solution  to  sep- 
arate from  us  the  next  mornins:.  I  recommended  an 
attempt  lo  get  into  Derne.  This  was  thought  im- 
practicable. I  went  off  with  my  Christians,  and 
kept  up  iires  upon  a  high  mountain  in  our  rear  all 
night.  At  eight  the  next  morning,  at  the  instant 
wlien  our  camp  was  about  breaking  up,  the  Bash- 
aw's casnadar,  Zaid,  who  had  ascended  tJie  moun- 
tain for  a  last  lookout,  discovered  a  sail  !  It  was 
the  Argus.  Capt.  Hull  had  seen  our  smokes,  and 
stood  in.  Language  is  too  poor  to  paint  the  joy  and 
exultation  wliich  this  messensier  of  life  excited  in 
every  breast.  1  went  onboard  at  twelve  o'clock  ; 
the  camp  iu  tiie  mean  time  moved  five  or  six  miles 
round  the  bay  to  a  cistern  of  water:  and  at  six  in  the 
afterno(»n  provisions  were  sent  off  to  them.  I  re- 
mained on  board  all  night. 

On  the  t7th,  eleven  in  the  morning,  tlie  sloop  Hor- 
net arrived,  laden  with  provisions.  The  cjuarter  of 
the  bav  where  the  vessels  foil  in  with  us  beins;  in- 
ccnvenieni  for  landing  ;  cm  the  I8(h  and  19th,  1  con- 
tinued the  march  round  the  bay.  twenty  two  miles, 
where  we  foi»nd  an  inexhauslable  cistern  of  water 
and  a  good  harbor  and  landing. 

The  20th,  2lst  and  i2:2d,  we  remained  on  this 
irround  :  refreshed  orr  famished  armv  :  and  took 
out  of  the  JJornct  the  necessary  provisions  to  carrv 
us  to  Berne. 

April  2S(L  Cold,  high  winds  with  rain.  March- 
ed ten  miles  over  a  mountainous  rocky  country,  t\m\ 
camped  in  a  ravine,  within  a  mile  from  a  natural 
source  of  water,  springing  from  the  top  of  a  niouu- 
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tain  of  freestone,  near  cape  Ila25atine.  This  is  the 
first  natural  spring  we  liave  found  since  leaving  E- 
gypt.  We  are  approaching  cultivated  fields.  A 
herald  cries  through  the  camp — "  lie  who  fears  God 
and  feels  attachment  to  Hamet  Bashaw  will  he  care- 
ful to  destroy  nothing.  Let  no  one  touch  the  grow- 
ing harvest.  He  who  transgresses  this  injunction 
shall  lose  his  right  hand  V^ 

JlprW^^th,  Marched  fifteen  miles  over  mountain- 
ous and  broken  ground,  covered  with  herbage  and 
very  large  and  beautiful  red  cedars  :  the  first  resemb- 
lance of  a  forest  tree  we  have  seen  during  a  march 
of  nearly  six  hundred  miles.  Camped  in  a  pleasant 
valley,  by  a  natural  rivulet  bordered  with  delight- 
some verdure  and  fields  of  barley,  about  five  hours 
march  from  Derne.  Certain  information  came  to  us 
here  that  the  Governor  of  the  country  liad  fortified 
himself  and  was  determined  to  defend  the  city  a- 
gainst  our  approach.  The  same  courier  confirmed 
the  intelligence  which  had  frequently  before  been 
stated  to  us  that  the  army  of  Joseph  Bashaw,  which 
he  had  sent  out  for  the  defence  of  the  province,  were 
near  Derne,  and  would  probably,  by  a  forced  march 
arrive  before  us  ;  especially  if  we  waited  the  return 
of  our  vessels  to  the  coast,  which  had  been  blown  ofF 
in  the  gale  of  the  33d.  Alarm  and  consternation 
seized  the  Arab  chiefs  ;  and  despondency  the  Bash- 
aw. Tlie  night  was  passed  in  consultations  among 
them  at  which  I  was  not  admitted. 

April  25th.  At  six  in  the  morning  l)eat  the  gener- 
al and  gave  orders  for  marching.  The  Arabs  mu- 
tinized.  The  Chicks  il  Taiib  and  Mahamet  at  the 
head  of  the  Arab  cavalry  took  up  a  retrograde 
march,  and  the  Bedouins  refused  to  strike  their 
tents.  After  much  persuasion,  some  reproach,  and  a 
promise  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  be  shared  among 
the  chiefs,  they  v/ere  prevailed  on  to  advance  :  and 
at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  camped  on  an  eminence 
which  overlooks  Derne,  and  reconnoitered  the  place. 
Discovered  that  the  Governor\s  defence  consisted  of 

4^ 
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a  water  battery  of  eight  nine  pounders  towards  the 
N.  E.  some  temporary  breast  works  and  walls  of  old 
buildings  to  the  S.  E.  and  along  the  front  of  the  bay 
a  department  of  the  city  of  about  one  third  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants^  who  were  in  the  interest  of 
Joseph  Bashaw,  had  provided  their  terraces  and 
walls  of  their  houses  with  loop  holes.  The  Gover- 
nor had  also  a  ten  inch  howitzer  mounted  on  the  ter- 
race of  his  palace.  Sundry  Chieks  came  out  this 
evening  to  meet  the  Basliaw,  who  assured  him  of  the 
loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  other  two  departments 
of  the  city  ;  but  stated  that  the  Governor  could  bring 
eight  hundred  men  into  battle,  and  as  he  possessed 
all  the  batteries,  breast  works,  and  seaboard,  we 
should  find  it  difficult  to  tlislodge  him.  Besides  Jo- 
seph Bashaw's  army  was  just  at  hand.  I  thought 
the  Bashaw  wished  himself  back  to  Egypt.  No 
vessels  in  sight  today. 

April  26th.  Eiglit,  A.  M.  made  signals  by  smoke 
upon  the  highest  point  of  the  mountain.  At  3,  P. 
M.  the  Nautilus  hove  in  sight  :  exchanged  signals  : 
and  at  six  we  spoke.  I  expressed  my  deteimination 
to  attack  the  town  tomorrow  if  the  other  vessels 
came  in  seasonably. 

April  27th.  At  half  past  five  iu  the  morning,  the 
Argus  and  Hornet  appeared  in  sight. 

See  my  dispatches  to  Commodore  Barron  of 
April  29th,  page  836. 

Maij  ist.  The  sloop  Hornet  went  off  with  those 
dispatches. 

May  2d.  Examined  the  different  sites    in   the  vi- 
cinity of  the  town.     Used  exertions  to  draAv  the  Gov- 
ernor from  his  sanctuary.     The  Hiram   in    which  he 
had  taken  asylum  appertained  to  a  Chick  of  Mesieat, 
one  of  the  departments  ot*  the    city  in   the  interest  of 
the  Bashaw.     Neither  ]iersuasiun,  bribes    nor  men- 
ace, could  prevail  on  this   venerable  aged   chief  to - 
permit  the  iiospitality   of  his    house  to   be  violated.  J 
lie  urged  that  whatever  may  be  the   weakness  or  e  " 
ven  the  crimes  of  the  Arabs  there  was  never  an  in- 
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stance  known  among  them  of  giving  up  a  fugitive  to 
whom  they  had  once  accorded  their  protection  ;  and 
should  he  suiFer  liimself  to  transgress  tliat  sacred 
principle,  the  vengeance  of  Ood  and  the  odium  of 
all  mankind  would  justly  ^k  on  him  and  his  poster- 
ity. 

May  Sd,  Information  that  the  enemy  are  advanc- 
ing.    Set  m;>'self  to  fortifying  our  post. 

May  Sth.  These  five  days  have  been  employed  in 
putting  ourselves  in  as  good  a  state  of  defence  as  the 
means  we  possess  will  admit.  The  enemy  have  ad- 
vanced by  a  circuitous  rout  and  planted  their  camp 
on  the  ground  we  occupied  the  25th  and  26th  ult. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  a  state  of  consterna- 
tion. It  seems  yet  a  matter  of  uncertainty  with  them 
which  is  the  strongest  party  ;  a  defeat  to  Hamet 
Bashaw  would  be  slaughter  to  his  adherents.  Ap- 
prehending a  counter  revolution  through  the  intrigue 
of  Mustapha  Bey,  the  late  Governor,  I  again  de- 
manded him  of  his  host,  threatning  to  canonade  his 
department.  He  said  he  would  submit  to  the  clias, 
tisement  of  God  ;  but  would  not  consent  to  violate 
his  ordinances. 

May  i2th.  The  enemy  have  been  these  four  days 
endeavoring  to  corrupt  and  bring  over  the  pe(;ple  of 
the  town.  The  late  Governor  acting  from  his  sanc- 
tuary must  be  considered  as  an  active  enemy,  entit- 
led to  no  privileges  of  hospitality.  The  Chiek  re- 
mained immovable  in  his  resolution  not  to  give  him 
up.  I  resolved  to  try  an  experiment  of  compelling 
him  ;  accordingly  marched  into  the  quarter  near 
him  at  the  head  of  fifty  Christians  Avith  bayonets, 
and  declared  my  intention  to  wrest  the  Bey  from  his 
sanctuary.  A  general  alarm  spread  through  the  de- 
partment. "  The  Christians  no  longer  respect  Urn 
customs  of  our  fathers  and  our  laws  of  hospitality  V^ 
I  urged  that  the  Bey  was  an  outlaw  ;  he  had  for- 
feited his  title  to  protection.  He  had  in  the  first  in- 
stance rejected  terms  of  amity  ;  had  in  an  insolent 
manner  challenged  me  to  combat ;  had  been  beaten 
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from  his  post  5  was  still  in  a  conquered  town  ;  and 
was  by  all  the  laws  of  war  my  prisoner.  But  if  he 
sought  refuge  under  the  banners  of  religion  to  deserve 
its  protection  he  should  conform  himself  to  its 'in- 
junctions and  remain  peaceable.  But  he  was  actu- 
ally caiTying  on  war  against  me  even  in  his  recluse, 
by  doing  which,  he  had  forfeited  also  the  lenity  due 
to  a  prisoner.  I  would  therefore  have  him  dead  or 
alive.  The  Chiek  remained  inflexible.  The  de- 
partment got  in  motion  to  defend  their  religion  and 
customs.  The  Bashaw,  Hamet,  apprehensive  of  an 
insurrection,  became  deeply  agitated.  He  begged 
that  I  would  suspend  the  execution  of  my  attempt 
till  tomorrow,  promising  in  the  mean  time  to  use  his 
exertions  to  draw  the  Bey  from  the  protection  of  the 
Chiek  by  gentle  means.  I  countermarched.  This 
night  the  Chiek  aided  the  Bey  to  escape  to  the  ene- 
iny^s  camp  with  fifteen  or  sixteen  Turks  in  his  train. 

May  iSth.  See  my  dispatches  of  15th,  to  Commo- 
dore Barron. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  same  Chiek  of 
Mesreat,  who  had  given  refuge  to  and  aided  the  es- 
cape of  Mustapha  Bey,  fought  him  the  next  day,  and 
brought  all  his  people  into  the  engagement  against 
the  enemy  in  favor  of  Hamet  Bashaw.  After  the 
battle  was  gained  he  presented  himself  at  the  Bash- 
aw's palace,  kissed  his  hand,  and,  seating  himself 
before  him  as  a  subject  in  manner  of  the  east,  re- 
proached him  in  these  manly  and  expressive   terms. 

"  1  have  this  day  given  you,  I  trust,  an  unequivo- 
cal demonstration  of  my  personal  attachment  and  ^^ 
delity.  I  ought  to  say  to  you  that  you  have  not 
merited  it.  You  would  have  yielded  to  the  instan- 
ces of  the  Christian  General  in  violating  the  hospital- 
ity of  my  house,  and  of  degrading  the  honor  of  my 
name.  You  should  have  recollected,  that,  not  quHe 
two  years  ago,  you  were  saved  in  this  same  asylum, 
and  secured  in  your  escape  by  the  same  hospilality, 
from  the  vengeance  of  this  very  same  Bey.  Had 
the  f<»rtune  of  this  day   gone  against  you  1  should 
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have  suppressed  these  sentiments  of  reproach  :  as  it 
is,  I  have  acquited  myself  to  my  God  and  my  con- 
science/' He  then  renewed  bis  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Bashaw. 

May  iStL  Three,  A.  M.  The  Nautilus  sailed  with 
dispatches  to  Malta. 

At  9  in  the  morning  the  enemy  advanced  in  order 
of  battle  to  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  but  could 
not  bring  themselves  to  a  resolution  to  meet  the  vast 
numbers  who  showed  themselves  with  Hamet  Bash- 
aw  ;  and  retired  in  about  an  hour  :  they  had  daily 
showed  themselves  since  the  13th,  but  not  so  con- 
spicuously. 

May  20th.  Eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  the  enemy  ap- 
pear in  all  their  force  ;  and  seem  resolute  for  a  dis- 
play of  gallantry.  At  10  tliey  disappeared.  At  6, 
P.  M.  a  woman  from  their  camp  states  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Bevs  to  have  attacked  our  ^vorks 
this  morning ;  but  the  Arabs  refused  to  advance  to 
the  charge.  The  Beys  attempted  to  compel  them. 
They  said  they  had  not  only  the  preservation  of  tlieir 
own  lives  but  the  existence  of  their  families  to  keep 
in  view.  Hamet  Bashaw  had  possession  of  the  town 
and  the  Christians  of  the  batteries  ;  these,  with  the 
great  guns  of  the  shipping,  would  destroy  every 
thing  that  approached  them.  They  w^ouUl  remain 
with  the  camp  till  reenforcements  came  from  Joseph 
Bashaw  ;  and  would  then  fight  the  Christians.  Th«^ 
Beys  then  demanded  their  camels  to  be  moved  as 
covers  to  their  front  and  flanks.  This  they  refused. 
The  Beys  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  project  of  a 
victory  today.  TJie  flocks  of  the  Bediioin  Arabs 
have  been  under  the  protection  of  our  guns  since  the 
morning  of  the  13th.  There  has  hitherto  been  no 
instance  of  this  confidence  being  deceived.  Their 
w^omen  bring  us  mutton,  milk,  eggs,  and  traflic  with 
our  soldiers  without  any  apprehensions  of  violence 
or  fraud.  We  have  several  days  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  bartering  priz«  goods  of  the  Argus  for 
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meat  for  the  garrison.     A  humiliating  traffic  :  but  we 
have  no  cash. 

May  2i8t.  A  woman  from  the  enemy^s  camp  states 
that  a  reenforcement  joined  them  yesterday  of  150 
cavahy  ;  that  they  expect  another  today  or  tomor- 
row, when  they  calculate  on  taking  the  town  and  be- 
sieging the  Christian  post. 

May  %^d.  An  Arab  chief  who  had  been  chained 
as  a  hostage  with  the  enemy  to  insure  the  fidelity  of 
his  troops,  escaped  to  us.  Says  the  Arabs  absolute- 
ly refuse  to  risk  another  assault  on  the  town.  He 
promises  to  bring  his  people,  to  the  number  of  eighty, 
over  to  the  Bashaw. 

We  want  nothing  but  cash  to  break  up 
OUR  enemy's  camp  witout  firing  another  shot  ! 
May  2Sd,  Hassien  Bey,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  enemy's  forces,  has  offered  by  private  insinu- 
ation, for  my  head,  six  thousand  dollars^  and  double 
the  sum  for  me  a  prisoner  ;  and  S30  per  head  for 
Christians.     Wby  dont  be  come  and  take  it  ? 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M.  Overwlielmed  witb  the  scy- 
roc  or  hot  wind  of  the  desert.  It  come  in  a  hurricane 
and  brouglit  with  it  a  column  of  heated  dust,  which 
resembled  the  smoke  of  a  conflagration,  and  turned 
the  sun  in  appearance,  to  mclied  copper,  swept  every 
thing  to  the  ground  that  liad  life  ;  and  filled  every 
thing  with  a  liot,  subtile  saud,  or  rather  powder. 
We  were  distressed  for  breath  :  the  lunsjs  contract- 
ed  :  blood  heated  like  a  fever  :  and  a  relaxing  per- 
spiration covered  the  surface  of  the  body. 
It  lasted  3-4  of  an  hour. 

May  25tk,  The  Scyroc  wind  blew  in  a  gale  from 
the  south  west  all  day.  So  piercing  was  the  heat 
that  the  white  pine  boards  of  our  folding  table  and 
book  coverings  in  our  tents  warped  as  if  before  a 
close  fire. 

The  heated  dust  penetrated  every  thing,  through 
our  garments  ;  and  indeed  seemed  to  choak  the 
pores  of  the  skin.  It  had  a  singular  effect  on  my 
>vound,  giving  it  the   painful  sensations  of  a  fresh 
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burn.  The  skin,  after  perspiration,  became  dry  and 
parched,  and  the  lungs  compressed  and  inflamed. 
Water  standing  in  tumblers  in  a  few  minutes  became 
heated  to  such  a  degree  as  not  to  be  borne  in  the 
hand  ;  and  even  stones,  naturally  cold,  were  so  hot 
that  the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  suspend  labor  at  the 
trenches. 

May  2Sth.  Attacked  and  defeated  a  detached  par- 
ty of  the  enemy,  of  about  sixty  foot  and  a  troop  of 
horse,  with  only  thirty  five  Americans  and  Greeks, 
including  officers.  Mr.  O'Bannon,  Mann  and 
Farquhar,  and  Capt.  Constantino,  were  with  me. 

Mmj  29th,  The  enemy  feinted  an  attack.  See 
dispatches  of  this  date. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M.  a  mirabout  (saint)  who  had  ex- 
perienced some  charities  from  me — now  from  the  en- 
emy, states  that  two  women,  one  at  camp  and  the 
other  in  town,  have  engaged  to  take  me  oft*  by  poi- 
son ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  enemy, 
has  already  made  them  large  presents,  among  other 
things,  a  diamond  ring,  brelleant  solitaire,  in  antici- 
pation of  this  service.  The  saint  cautioned  me  a- 
gainst  accepting  any  presents  of  pastry  corking,  pre- 
serves, or  fruit,  from  any  persons  of  the  town. 

Jiine  iitJi.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  en 
emy's  forces,  as  given  by  Selim,   Chiek  of  Mensurat 
who  deserted  to  us   the  l6th  uUimo. 

1.  Hassien  Bey,  commander  in  chief. 

2.  Hadge  Ismain,  of  Cavalry. 

3.  Muhamed,  Bey  of  Bengazi. 

4.  Mustaplia,  Bey  of  Derne. 

5.  Imhamed,  Beyof  Ogna. 

Tripolitans  mounted  -  -  .  -  2^0 

Vicinity  of  Mensurat  do.  -  -  .  90 

Imselletti  do.  -  -  -  30 

Issiieitr  do.  -  -  -  .30 

Issiheli  do.  -  -  ..  7^ 

Bengazi  and  vicinity  do.  -  -  -  90 
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Jeiberna  Arabs  do.         -         -         .      s60 

Haddud     do.  do.         -         -         -       100 


945 
Foot  Arabs  1^50^ 

Do.  refugees,  Deriie         350  5 


^ecruits^  up  to  10th  June         -         -         -       500 


Totol         3045 

Dei^ie,  Jpril  2dth^  1805. 
Sir, 

OWING  to  impediments  too  tedious  to 
detail,  but  chiefly  to  delinquency  in  our  quartermas- 
ter's department,  which  I  had  confided  to  Richard 
Farquhar,  I  did  not  leave  Alexandria  till  the  third 
of  last  month.  The  host  of  Aral)«,  who  accompani- 
ed the  Bashaw  from  that  place  and  joined  hiin  on  the 
rout,  moving  chiefly  with  their  families  and  flocks, 
rendered  our  progress  through  the  desert  slow  and 
painful  ;  add  to  this  the  ungovernable  temper  of  this 
marauding  militia,  and  the  frequent  tits  of  despond- 
ency, amounting  sometimes  to  mutiny,  occasioned  by 
informalion,  almost  every  day  meeting  us,  of  formi- 
dablereentorcements  from  the  enemy  for  the  defence 
of  this  place,  and  it  will  not  seem  unaccountable  that 
it  was  not  till  the  fifteenth  instant  we  arrived  at  Bom- 
ba.  We  had  now  been  twenty  Ave  days  without 
meat,  and  fifteen  v»  ithout  bread,  subsisting  on  rice. 
Happily,  the  next  morning,  discovered  the  Argus,  to 
whom  I  made  signals  by  smoke,  w  hich  were  discov- 
ered and  answered.  The  Hornet  soon  after  appear- 
ed. Capt.  Hull  sent  oil*  a  boat.  I  went  on  board, 
and  had  the  honor  and  inexpressible  satisfaction  of 
receiving  your  communications  of  22d  ult.  The 
timely  supplies  which  came  forward  in  these  vessels 
gave  animation  to  our  half  famisiied  [»eople  ;  and  no 
time  was  lost    in  moving  forward.     On  the   morning 
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of  the  25thy  we  took  post  on  an  eminence  in  the  rear 
of  Derne.  Several  chiefs  came  out  to  meet  the 
Bashaw  with  assurances  of  fealty  and  attachment. 
By  them  I  learned  that  the  city  was  divided  into 
three  departments  ;  two  of  which  were  in  the  interest 
of  the  Bashaw,  and  one  in  opposition.  This  depart- 
jaentj  though  fewest  in  numbers,  was  strongest  in 
position  and  resource,  being  defended  by  a  battery 
of  eight  guns,  the  blind  walls  of  the  houses  which 
are  provided  in  all  directions  with  loop  holes  for 
musketry,  and  by  temporary  parapets  tlirown  up  in 
several  positions  not  covered  by  the  battery  ;  this 
department  is  the  nearest  the  sea  and  the  residence 
of  the  Bey.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  terms  of 
amity  were  offered  the  Bey  on  condition  of  allegi- 
ance and  fidelity.*  The  flag  of  truce  was  sent  back 
to  me  with  this  laconic  answer,  ^*  My  head  or 
yours  I" — at  2,  P.  M.  discovered  the  Nautilus,  and 
spoke  her  at  six.  At  6  in  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
the  Argus  and  Hornet  appeared  and  stood  in.  I 
immediately  put  the  army  in  motion,  and  advanced 
towards  the  city.  A  favorable  land  breeze  enabled 
the  Nautilus  and  Hornet  to  approach  the  shore, 
which  is  a  steep  and  rugged  declivity  of  rocks. 
With  much  difficulty  we  landed,  and  draw  up  the 
precipice  one  of  tlie  field  pieces  ;  both  were  sent  in 

*   Environs  of  Berne ^  April  26th, 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  J) erne ^ 

Sir, 

I  want  no  territory.  With  me  is  advancing  the  legiti-^ 
mate  Sovereign  of  your  country-^give  us  a  passage  through 
your  city  ;  and  for  the  supplies  of  which  we  shall  have  need,  you 
shdll  receive  fair  compensation.  Let  no  differences  of  religion 
induce  us  to  slsed  the  blood  of  harmless  men  who  think  little 
and  know  nothing.  If  you  are  a  man  of  liberal  mind  you  will 
not  balance  on  the  propositions  I  offer.  Hamet  Bashaw  pledg- 
es himself  to  me  that  you  shall  be  established  in  your  govern- 
ment,    I  shall  see  you  tomorrow  in  a  wav  of  vour  choice. 

'  — -.EATON* 
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the  boat  for  the  purpose^  but  the  apprehension  of  los- 
ing this  favorable  moment  of  attack  induced  me  to 
leave  one  on  board.  We  advanced  to  our  positions. 
A  fire  commenced  on  the  shipping.  Lieut.  Evans 
stood  in;  and^  anchoring  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  battery,  opened  a  well  directed  fire.  Lieut. 
Dant  dropped  in  and  anchored  in  a  position  to  bring 
his  gans  to  bear  on  the  battery  and  city.  And  Capt, 
Commandant  Hull  brought  the  Argus  to  anchor  a 
little  south  of  the  Nautilus,  so  near  as  to  throw  hei? 
24  pound  shot  quite  into  the  town.  A  detachment  of 
six  American  marines,  a  company  of  24  cannoniers, 
and  auother  of  26  Greeks,  including  their  proper  of- 
ficers, all  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieut* 
O^'Ivannon,  together  with  a  few  Arabs  on  foot,  had  a 
position  on  an  eminence  opposite  to  a  considerable 
party  of  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  post  behind  their 
temporary  parapets  and  in  a  ravine  at  the  S.  E.  quar- 
ter of  the  town.  The  Bashaw  seized  an  old  castle 
which  overlooked  the  town  on  the  S.  S.  W.  dispos- 
ing his  cavalry  upon  the  plains  in  the  rear.  A  little 
before  2,  P.  M.  the  fire  became  general  in  all  quar- 
ters where  Tripolitans  and  Americans  were  opposed 
to  each  other.  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the  bat- 
tery w  as  silenced,  but  not  abandoned  ;  though  most 
of  the  enemy  withdrew^  precipitately  from  that  quar- 
ter and  joined  the  party  opposed  to  the  handful  of 
Christians  with  me,  which  appeared  our  most  vulner- 
able point.  Unfortunately  the  fire  of  our  field  piece 
was  relaxed  by  the  rammer  being  shot  away.  The 
fire  of  the  enemy's  musketry  became  too  warm,  and 
continually  augmenting.  Our  troops  were  thrown 
into  confusion  ;  and,  undisciplined  as  they  were,  it 
was  impossible  to  reduce  tliem  to  order.  I  perceiv- 
ed a  charge  our  dernier  and  only  resort.  We  rush- 
ed forward  a2:ainst  a  host  of  sava2:es  more  than  ten 
to  our  one.  They  fled  from  their  coverts  irrcgulai  ly, 
firing  in  retreat  from  every  palm  tree  and  partilivin 
wall  in  their  way.  At  this  moment  I  received  a  ball 
through  my  left  wrist  which  deprived  me  of  the  uso 
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&f  the  hand,  and  of  course  of  my  rifle.  Mr.  O'Ban- 
non,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Mann  of  Annapolis,  urged 
forward  with  his  marines,  Greeks,  and  such  of  the 
cannoniers  as  were  not  necessary  to  the  management 
of  the  field  piece  ;  passed  through  a  shower  of  mus- 
ketry from  the  walls  of  houses  ;  took  possession  of 
the  battery  ;  planted  the  American  flag  iipon  its 
ramparts  ;  and  turned  its  guns  upon  the  enemy  ;  who, 
being  now  driven  from  their  out  posts,  flred  only 
from  their  houses,  from  which  they  were  soon  dis- 
lodged by  the  whole  Are  of  the  vessels,  which  was 
suspended  during  the  charge,  being  directed  into 
them.  The  Bashaw  soon  got  possession  of  the  Bey's 
palace  ;  his  cavalry  flanked  the  flying  enemy  ;  and 
a  little  after  four  o'clock  we  had  compleat  possession 
of  the  tow^n.  The  action  lasted  about  two  hours  and 
an  half.  The  Bey  took  refuge,  flrst  in  a  mosque, 
and  then  in  a  hiram,  the  most  sacred  of  sanctuaries 
among  the  Turks  ;  and  is  still  there  :  but  we  shall 
find  means  to  draw  him  thence.  As  he  is  the  third 
man  in  rank  in  th«  kingdom  he  may  perhaps  be  used 
in  exchange  for  Capt.  Bainbridge. 

I  have  fixed  my  post  in  the  battery ;  liaised  para- 
pets and  mounted  guns  towards  the  country  to  be 
prepared  against  all  events  ;  though  I  have  no  seri- 
ous apprehension  of  a  counter  revolution.  The  mo- 
ment of  gaining  Derne  has  been  peculiarly  fortunate, 
as  the  camp,  wliich  long  since  left  Tripoli  for  its  de- 
fence, were  within  two  days,  fourteen  hours  march, 
the  day  of  our  attack  ;  of  which  we  had  information 
in  the  morning,  and  from  which  circumstance  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  I  could  prevail  on  the  Bashaw's 
army  to  advance  to  the  city  and  to  obey  my  disposi- 
tions. The  camp  will  probably  take  up  a  retiograde 
march. 

Of  the  few  Christians  who  fought  on  shore,  I  lost 
fourteen  killed  and  wounded ;  three  of  whom 
are  marines,  one  dead  and  another  dying  ;  the  rest 
chiefly  Greeks,  who,  in  this  little  alFair,  well  sup> 
ported  their  ancient  character. 
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li  would  be  going  out  of  my  sphere  to  comment  on 
the  conduct  of  naval  commanders  in  the  field. 

Yet  I  should  do  violence  to  my  own  sense  of  duty 
and  obligation  w  ere  I  not  to  observe  they  could  not 
have  taken  better  positions  for  their  vessels  nor  man* 
aged  their  fire  with  more  skill  and  advantage. 

The  detail  I  have  given  of  Mr.  O'Bannon's  con- 
duct needs  no  encomium  :  and  it  is  believed  the  dis- 
position our  government  have  always  discovered  to 
encourage  merit  will  be  extended  to  this  intrepid,  ju- 
dicious and  enterprising  officer.  Mr.  Mann's  con- 
duct is  equally  meritorious.  I  am  bound  also  by  a 
sense  of  well  merited  esteem  to  mention  to  your  par- 
ticular patronage  a  young  English  gentleman.  Mr. 
Farquhar,  who  has  volunteered  in  our  expedition 
through  the  desert,  and  has,  in  all  cases  of  difficulty, 
exhibited  a  firmness  and  attachment  well  deserving 
my  gratitude  ;  if  compatible  w  itb  our  establishments, 
I  request  you  w  ill  ensure  him  a  Lieutenacy  in  the 
marine  corpes. 

/  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
great  respect  and  sincere 
attachment^ 
Sir^  your  very 

obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
Samuel  Barron,  Esq.  Commander  in  Chief, 


Sir. 


Deriiey  April  2Qth,  1805. 


THE  information  I  have  the  honor  to 
forward  of  this  date,  stating  in  abstract  occurrences 
since  my  last,  will  not  disappoint  the  expectations 
my  calculations  then  may  have  formed.  Certain 
periods  of  your  letter  of  22d  ult.  Require  a  distinct 
and  separate  answ  er.  Tbis  I  sliall  do  with  candor. 
It  was  understood,  wben  government  came  to  a 
determination  to  try  the  efl'cct  of  a  cooperation  with 
Hamet  Bashaw  against  the  enemy,   that  pro^  isions 
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would  be  made  adequate   to  the  experiraeat.     Six 
field  pieces,  a  fnoiisard  stands  c??^  arms^   with  suita- 
ble ammunition,  and  eighty   thousand  dollars   were 
asked  for  by  Hamet  Bashaw  while  yet  in  possession 
of  this    province,    and   gaining  ground   against  tiic 
usurper.     The  Secretary  of  the  navy  informed  me 
that  the  arms,  ammunition,    and   fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be   furnished  ;    and   they   were  to  have 
been  put  on  board  at  Hampton  roads.     While   the 
Squadron  Avere  getting   ready   for  sea,  information 
arrived  of  tlie  Bashaw  having  been   driven  from  his 
post,  and   retired  to  Egypt.      In  consequence    of 
which,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the   supplies  getting  in 
readiness  were  withheld,  as  the  success  of  the   ex- 
periment then  appeared  very  doubtful.     The  twenty 
thousand  dollars  deposited  with  the  Consul  General 
at  Algiers,  to  be  applied  to  this   service,    cannot  be 
supposed  adequate   to  the  purp6se   of  bringing  the 
Bashaw  from  his  exile  in  Egypt,  placing  him  in  a 
situation  to  act  against  a  rival   possessed  of  all  the 
resources  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  carrying  his  plan  of 
operations  into  effect,  whatever  may  have   been   the 
disposition  of  the  people  towards  him.     The  twenty 
thousand  dollars  therefore   could    have  been  meant 
only  to  assist  the  research  of  the  Bashaw  and  the 
revival  of  his  affairs,  in   case   our  plan   should  be 
thought  feasible.     Hence,  I  think,  it  is  not  presum  - 
ing  too  far  to  conclude  that  the   unlimited  discretion 
vested  in  the  Commander  in  chief  in  regard  to  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  w  ar  :    and  particularly  as  it  re- 
lates  to  the  object  in  view,    extends   to  every  matter 
necessary  to  its  accomplishment.     The   instructions 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  navy   certainly  cannot  mean 
to  tie  him  down  to  any  limited  applications.     The 
advantages  calculated  to  result  from   the  success  of 
this  measure  liave  been  heretofore  stated  :  and   thus 
far,  the  experiment  has  not  disappointed  those  calcu- 
lations.    We  are  in  possession  of  the  most  valuable 
province  of  Tripoli.     The  high  estimation  the   ene- 
P)y  places  on  this  department  of  the  kingdom  is  evi 
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dericed  by  the  extraordinary  efforts  lie  has  used  to 
defend  it,  and  by  the  menaces  to  which  he  has  re- 
sorted to  deter  us  from  the  operations  here  :  his 
camp  was  only  fourteen  hours  march  from  the  place 
when  we  seized  it  by  assault.  I  am  this  evening  in- 
formed they  are  retrogradeing,  and  only  regret  that 
we  have  not  the  means  -of  pursuing  them.  The  ex- 
pences  alr^^ady  incurred  in  this  expedition  will  a- 
mouut  to  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars — for  thir- 
teen thousand  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  Messrs. 
Briggs,  brothers,  of  Alexandria,  eleven  thousand 
have  been  received  through  the  hands  of  Captain. 
Hull,  including  his  advances  and  drafts  in  Egypt. 
I  have  disbursed  nearly  two  thousand,  and  for  the 
residue  shall  be  indebted  to  individuals.  Tliis  ex- 
pence  will  not  appear  extravagant  when  it  is  consid- 
ered, that  it  covers  all  our  expenditures  in  Egypt, 
where  many, sacrifices  were  necessary  to  pass  the 
carriers  of  Turkish  jealousy  and  avidity  iti  getting 
the  Bashaw  through  that  country  ;  of  furnishing 
horses,  tents,  arms,  and  ammunition  preparatory  to 
our  entering  the  desert  ;  of  provisioning  a  thousand 
two  hundred  souls,  and  about  two  hundred  horses 
in  that  barren  desert  upwards  of  forty  days,  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  six  hundred  miles,  and  of  caravans 
for  transporting  these  provisions  the  whole  distance 
from  Alexandria  :  and  also  the  unavoidable  expend- 
itures in  presents  to  chiefs,  and  payments  to  troops  in 
order  to  gain  the  one,  and  avail  ourselves  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  other. 

May  Isf.  The  situation  in  which  it  is  known 
Hamet  Bashaw  was  found  in  upper  Egypt  must  of 
itself  suggest  the  idea  that  he  must  be  destitute  of  all 
means  necessary  lor  moving  a  military  expedition 
except  the  attachment  of  his  subjects.  The  posses- 
sion of  this  province  does  not  materially  alter  that 
situation.  T'he  general  failure  of  the  harvest  which 
the  whole  coast  of  Barbaiy  experienced  last  season, 
together  with  the  extraordinary  tributes  Avhich  Jo- 
seph Bashaw  has  exacted  to  support  the  war,  has  ren- 
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deredj  not  only  this,  but  every  other  part  of  Tripoli 
poor  and  oppressed  ;  wholly  destitute  of  the  means 
of  contributing  any  thing  very  considerable  to  either 
of  the  rival  brothers.  This  is  a  circumstance  favor- 
able to  our  measures  if  we  will  go  to  the  expence  of 
profiting  of  it.  No  chief,  whatever  maybe  the  at- 
tachment of  his  followers,  can  long  support  military 
operations,  without  the  means  of  subsisting  and  pay- 
ing his  troops.  The  observation  is  peculiarly  appli- 
cable to  the  temper,  and  circumstances  of  the  Arabs 
of  this  country,  who  in  fact  form  its  real  strength — 
who  are  poor,  yet  avaricious  ;  and  who,  l)eing  ac- 
customed to  despotism,  are  generally  indifferent  a- 
bou*  the  name  or  person  of  their  despot,  provided  he 
imposes  no  new  burthens.  Stronger  proof  of  this 
cannot  be  brought  than  the  difficulty  Joseph  Bash-^ 
aw's  camp  has  found  in  recruiting  in  its  progress 
from  Tripoli.  It  left  that  long  since  with  about  two 
hundred  men. 

1  have  this  morning  intercepted  six  letters  {torn 
that  camp,  dated  only  four  days  since,  signed  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  the  Governor  of  Bengazi,  and 
an  aid  de  camp,  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  D erne, 
and  to  several  chiefs,  or  Chieks,  encouraging  them 
to  hope  and  perseverance,  and  stating  that  their  de- 
lay has  only  been  occasioned  by  expectations  of  re- 
ceiving reenforcements  from  the  Arab  trib.'s  :  they 
have  increased  their  number  only  tliree  liundred^ 
though  they  have  passed  through  that  part  of  the 
country  nearest,  anci  most  nearly  attached  to  the  ene- 
my^ Hamet  Bashaw  brought  two  thousand  Arabs 
into  the  field  on  the  S7th.  This  serves  to  shew  the 
w  eight  of  money  with  these  people  ;  and  as  a  pretty 
good  criterion  of  the  balance  of  influence  between  the 
two  Bashaws.  With  the  aids  contemplated  by  gov- 
ernment to  have  been  furnished  Hamet  Bashaw, 
when  in  the  position  he  now  holds,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  lie  may  prdfeeed  to  the  walls  of  Tripoli.  But, 
while  I  offer  this  opinion,  I  cannot  conceal  my  ap- 
prehension, grounded  on  experience,   that,  when  ar- 
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rived  there  he  would  effect  little  without  mure  mili- 
tary talent  and  firmness  than  exists  either  in  himself 
or  the  hordes  of  Arabs  who  attach  themselves  to  him. 
They  are  exactly  what  Volney  describes  of  the 
camps  of  the  Egyptian  Beys^  rather  a  rabble  than  an 
army.  And  in  our  affair  here,  they  held  safe  posi- 
tions, to  catch  fugitives,  until  the  doors  of  the 
enemy  were  opened  for  plunder,  when  they  became 
at  once  brave  and  impetuous.  If,  therefore,  the  co- 
operation is  to  be  pursued  with  him,  and  if  its  direc- 
tion is  to  be  confided  to  me,  it  must  be  on  condition 
that  detachments  of  regulars  may  be  occasionally  de- 
barked from  the  squadron,  or  procured  elsewhere  to 
aid  and  give  effect  to  such  operations  as  require  en- 
ergy. With  the  supplies  asked  for,  provisions  for 
our  Christians,  and  with  the  firm  front  of  one  regu- 
lar regiment,  I  believe  it  would  not  be  presuming 
too  far  to  engage,  in  conjunction  with  the  squadron, 
to  force  the  enemy  to  take  refuge  in  a  sanctuary. 
But  I  confess  sir,  there  is  one  discouraging  circum- 
stance, resulting  from  the  declared  views  in  affording 
auxiliaries  to  Hamet  Bashaw.  These  aids  are  to  be 
withdrawn  at  any  period  when  the  enemy  shall  pro- 
pose terms  of  peace  which  may  be  accepted  by  the 
agent  of  government  on  the  spot.  If  Hamet  Bash- 
aw is  to  be  used  solely  as  an  instrument  to  the  attain- 
ment of  an  object  exclusively  to  the  advantage  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  consideration  to  his  fu- 
ture existence  and  wellbeing,  I  cannot  jiersujide  my- 
i^elf  that  any  bonds  of  patriotism  dictate  to  me  the  du- 
ty of  having  a  chief  agency,  nor  indeed  any,  in  so 
extraordinary  a  sacrifice.  Certainly  the  enemy  will 
propose  any  terms  of  peace  w  ith  us  the  moment  he 
entertains  serious  apprehensions  from  his  brother. 
This  may  happen  at  any  stage  of  the  w  ar  most  like- 
ly to  rid  him  of  so  dangerous  a  rival,  and  not  only 
Hamet  Bashaw,  but  every  one  acting  with  him  must 
inevitably  fall  victims  to  our  econom^  ! 

If  we  proceed  no  farther  it  would  seem  incumbent 
on  the  honor  of  government,  in  the  event  of  peace,  at 


least  to  place  Hamet  Bashaw  in  a  situation  as  eligible 
as  that  from  which  he  has  been  drawn  ;  out  of  the 
power  of  an  incenced  and  vindictive  enemy.  Proba- 
bly Josepli  Bashaw  would  agree  to  establish  him  in 
the  government  of  this  province  and  Bengazi,  and 
to  restore  to  him  his  family.  He  may  perhaps  be 
made  satisfied  with  such  an  accommodation,  and  the 
United  States  experience  from  it,  many  of  the  ad- 
vantages calculated  to  result  from  carrying  the  orig» 
inal  plan  into  execution,  and  consistently  with  both 
our  honor  and  interest.  At  all  events  I  am  deeply 
impressed  with  the  opinion  that  the  post  we  have 
secured  here,  should  not  be  abandoned,  nor  terms  of 
peace  precipitately  embraced  ;  indeed  it  were  to  be 
wished  that  the  effect  of  the  success  of  a  coopera- 
tion might  be  tried  :  it  would  very  probably  be  a 
deathblow  to  the  Barbary  system.  Any  accommo- 
dation savoring  of  relaxness,  would  as  probably  be 
death  to  the  navy  and  wound  to  the  national  honor. 
If  it  determined  either  to  proceed  or  hold  a  positioa 
here,  further  supplies  of  cash  and  provision  must 
immediately  be  sent  to  the  coast.  For  reasons 
which  will  suggest  themselves  from  preceding  obser- 
vations, it  would  not  be  good  policy  in  Hamet  Basii- 
aw  to  levy  contributions  during  the  contest  with  his 
brother,  least  it  should  alienate  his  friends  :  on  the 
contrary,  he  ought  to  be  enabled  to  move  with  a  lib- 
eral hand.  Cash  will  do  much  wiih  tlie  inhabitants 
of  this  country  ;  even  those  whom  it  will  not  engage 
to  fight,  will  by  it  be  engaged  not  to  fight ;  with  it 
we  can  pass  generally.  But  if  we  here  and  there 
find  a  walled  town,  or  a  garrison  impervious  to  its  in- 
fluence, cannon  balls  and  bayonets  come  in  as  irre^ 
aistable  agents. 

The  convention  I  have  entered  into  with  Hamet 
Bashaw,  may  be  useful  in  case  he  succeed  in  getting 
repossession  of  his  government :  otherwise  it  can  do 
no  mischief,  even  if  ratified,  as  will  appear  by  the 
precaution  in  the  second  article.     I  inclose  a  copv,. 

44 
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It  is  with  much  pain  1  keep  a  sedentary  pOsitioii 
to  write  5  this  circumstance  with  the  indulgence  1 
allow  myself  to  expect  from  your  goodness  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  furnish  me  an  apology  fur  omissions 
and  inaccuracies. 

It  has  been  deemed  expedient,  by  Capt.  Hull  and 
the  other  Commanders,  wiiom  I  have  consulted,  and 
myself,  tliat  the  Argus  and  Nautilus  should  remain 
here  until  tliese  dispatches  can  receive  answers,  on 
account  of  the  enemy's  camp  bemg  in  the  vicinity. 
I  am  confident  it  will  not  approach  us,  but  disperse, 
if  it  has  not  already.  Should  it  be  perceived,  how- 
ever, that  the  coast  is  to  be  abandoned,  it  would  en- 
courage an  effort  in  the  Commanders  to  gain  their 
post  of  destination. 

I  have  not  language  to  express  my  sense  of  grati- 
tude, and  obligation  for  your  exertions  in  forwarding 
us  supplies  :  without  them  we  must  have  perished. 
With  my  most  cordial  wishes  for  the  speedy  and 
perfect  reestablishment  of  your  health,  and  witii  the 
assurance  of  my  sincere  respect  and  attachments, 

1  have  the  hop  or  to  be, 
Sir,  your  faithful 
obedient  ser^vant, 
fSi-;nedJ  WILLIAM  EATON. 
Samuel  Barron,  Esq.  Commander  in  chief. 


Derne,  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  Marj  ioth,  180i3. 

Sir, 

SINCE  my  dispatches  of  29th  ultimo 
and  1st  instant,  we  have  been  occupied  with  the 
movements  of  the  enemy's  troops  ;  who  contrary  to 
our  expectations,  advanced  and  gave  us  battle  on 
the  13th.  The  preceding  night  the  late  Bey  of 
Derne,  v.hora  I  found  inaccessable  in  his  sacred  asy- 
Inm,  escaped  to  their  camp  ;  and  having  gained  ve- 
ry correct  information  of  our  number  of  Christians 
on  shore  ;  and  carrying  with  him  the  confidence  of 
assurance  that  the  inhabitants    of  the  place   would 
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abandon  tiamet  Bashaw,  on  the  appearance  of  Jo» 
^eph's  forces^  gave  encouragement  and  motion  to  the 
latter.  About  9  in  the  morning  they  shewed  theni- 
<gelve»  on  the  high  grounds  in  our  rear  ;  displayed 
five  standards  :  reconnoitered  us  a  while  ;  and  mov- 
ed down  in  a  body^  and  attacked  a  detachment  of  a- 
bout  one  hundred  of  Hamet's  cavalry,  who  were 
posted  in  the  rout  about  a  mile  from  the  town.  These, 
thougii  they  disputed  the  ground  very  bravely,  were 
obliged  to  give  way  to  superiority  of  numbers.  The 
enemy  pursued  into  the  city  under  a  steady  fire  from 
the  Argus  and  Nautilus,  and  the  guns  from  our  bat- 
tery and  field  pieces,  and  proceeded  througii  an  ir- 
regular  fire  of  small  arms  from  ambuscades  quite  to 
the  Bashaw^^  palace.  Here  they  met  a  warm  re- 
ception from  the  musketry  of  the  people  who  were 
near  him,  and  of  the  inhabitants  who  fiied  from  the 
blind  walls  of  their  houses  :  but  they  seemed  reso- 
lute to  get  possession  of  the  Bashaw's  person.  The 
weakness  of  our  post  would  not  justify  a  sortie  to 
his  relief  :  and,  apprehending,  from  the  scattered 
and  relaxed  fire  of  the  musketry,  that  the  day  was 
lost  to  us.  I  turned  our  guns  upon  the  town.  Very 
fortunately  a  shot  from  one  of  our  nine  pounders^ 
killed  two  of  the  enemy  from  their  horses  near  the 
palace.  They  instantly  sounded  a  retreat  ;  and^ 
abandoning  Ihe  town  at  all  quarters,  were  every 
whei\^.  pursued  by  Hamct's  cavalry,  ui?til  they  were 
chaced  undor  the  shot  of  the  vessels;  M'hich  gallefi 
them  sorely  in  their  flight.  A  little  befare  three, 
P.  M.  every  thing  in  the  eity  was  reduced  to  tran. 
quiiity,  and  the  enemy  Avere  seen  only  from  their 
heights.  I  am  happy  that  this  occunence  enables 
me  to  correct  an  opinion  I  had  formed  .from  the  af- 
fair of  the  ^w/tii  ultimo,  that  ihe  Bashaw's  people 
calculated  too  much  on  saving  themselves  :  tiiey 
certainly  left  the  burthen  of  that  day  to  us,  with 
which  I  could  not  forbear  reproaching  their  chief  : 
in  this  engagement  they  exhibited  intrepidity  and 
^ood  conduct.     By  an  Italian  slave  who  escaped  the 
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enemy  the  succeeding  evening?  and  by  deserters  who 
have  come  in  since,  we  have  pretty  certain  informa- 
tion that  they  lost  twenty  eight  men  killed  and  fifty 
six  wounded,  eleven  of  whom  are  since  dead.  The 
Bashaw  lost  twelve  or  fourteen  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy  are  again  appearing  on  the  heights,  and 
by  what  we  can  learn,  are  making  arrangements  for 
another  assault.  As  a  species  of  defence,  they  are 
endeavoring  to  collect  camels  to  secure  their  front 
and  fianks.  These  travelling  breast  works,  it  is 
presumed  may  be  worked  both  ways  ;  and  may  per« 
haps,  be  rendered  useful  in  tlie  transportation  of  our 
baggage  to  Bengazi.  So  soon  as  the  issue  of  the  next 
recontre  is  decided,  which  will  probably  happen 
within  two  or  three  days,  if  at  all,  the  schooner  will 
go  off  with  dispatches. 

May  i%th.  Last  evening  two  officers  deserted  to 
us  from  the  enemy.  Chieks  from  Cape  Mensurat, 
Selim  and  Ahaliel,  who  assure  us  that  the  camp  are 
in  great  disunion.  The  Beys,  stung  with  disappoint- 
ment and  shame,  and  their  Tripolitan  troops  are  for 
hazarding  another  attempt  on  Derne.  The  Arabs 
recruited  on  the  march,  are  opposed  to  it.  The 
number  of  Tripolitans  is  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
well  mounted  :  of  Arabs  on  liorseback,  between  two 
and  three  hundred  ;  and  about  three  hundred  Bedou- 
ins, or  desert  Arabs  on  foot. 

In  this  promiscuous  army,  are  two  or  three  hun- 
dred fugitives  from  this  place,  who  fought  us  on  the 
S7th  ult.  and  who  now  pass  for  Tripolitans  and  A- 
rabs. 

May  i^th,  Tlie  enemy  have  thrown  up  parapets 
of  loose  stone  wall,  with  loop  holes,  around  their 
camp,  which  is  planted  three  miles  distant,  and  sep- 
arated from  us  by  a  chain  of  mountains,  and  are  em- 
ployed in  plunderiug  corn  and  forage,  for  their  own 
and  the  subsistance  of  their  horses.  By  fugitives 
come  in  this  morning,  we  learn  that  the  Arabs  obsti- 
nately refuse  to  advance  again,  within  reach  of  our 
i!ai|non,  or  to  sutler  their  camels  to  be  used  as  breast 
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works.     The   Beys  are  embarrassed.     They   must 
make  a  desperate  push,  or   a   retrograde    march. 
Never  were  an  enemy  in  so  favorable  a  position  to 
be  attacked   by  a  cou^p  de  main.     I  cannot  prevail 
on  the  Bashaw's   people  to  attempt  it  :  tiiey  never 
fight  by  night :  they  indeed  are  unwilling  to  go  out  of 
the  town   against  the  enemy,  before  receiving  some 
pecuniary  encouragement.     We  are  really  too  weak 
to  force  their  lines  alone  ;  and  the  state  of  the  ves- 
sels does  not  admit  of  debarkations.     It  is  enough 
to  state  these  facts^  without  a  comment^  to  give  you 
ft  sympathy  in  the  pain  we  suffer  under  these  morti- 
fying  circumstances.     The  Nautilus  sails  to   night 
with  this  letter,  and   duplicates  of  my  last.     I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  Capt  Dent,  whose  intelligence 
collected  on  the   spot,  and  whose  correct  judgment 
will  enal)le  him  to  supply  circumstantially   such  in- 
formation of  our  actual  position  and  future  prospects 
as  may  not  be   gathered  from   my  communications. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  hold  this  post  till  his  return, 
(which  I  request  you  will  permit,)   though  I  ought 
not  to  conceal  my  apprehensions  that  it  will  be  very 
difficult  many  days  without  supplies.     The  enemy 
on  our  rear  cut  off,  at  present,  all  provisions  which 
we  might  otherwise  draw  from  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
ver^y  respectfully.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant j 
(Signed J  WILLIAM  EATON. 
Samuel  Barron,  Esq.  Commander  in  chief, 

N.  B.  Bread  and  rice  are  essential  articles  of  sub- 
sistence— coffee  and  sugar  necessary — some  salt 
provisions  and  small  nations. 


Berne,  May  %mh,  1805. 
Sir, 

SINCE  the  departure  of  the  Nautilus 
with  my  dispatches  of  the  17th;  the  enemy  have  dai- 
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Ij  shewed  themselves  in  a  menacing  posture  near  us ; 
but  have  not  come  to   general    action.     Yesterday  a 
detachment  of  about  50  or  60  of  their  foot,   covered 
Jby  a  troop  of  horse,  descended  the  mountain  by  a  ra- 
vine, fell  upon  some  of  our  Arab  families,  who  were 
camped  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  drove  off  .sever- 
al cattle  and  camels.     The  Bashaw^s  people  pursu- 
ed and  attacked  them  under   the   mountain  ;  killed 
^nd  wounded  three  of  them,  and  recovered  their  cat- 
tle.    I  marched   out  with    Lieut.    O'Bannon,   Mr. 
Mann,  and  Farquhar,  and  thirty   rank   and  file,  A- 
mericans  and  Greeks,  from  the   garison,  and   took  a 
ravine  on  the  left,  with  a  view   of  cutting  off  their 
retreat.     We  fell  in  with  them  soon  after   ascending 
the  mountain.     They  opposed  to  us  a  short   resis- 
tance, but  fled  before  a  charge  af  bayonet.     We  pur- 
sued them  within  a  short  distance   of  their  camp  : 
killed  their  Captain  and  ^vo^  men  ;  wounded  a  num- 
bier,  and  took  two  prisoners  ;    without  receiving  any 
injury  ourselves.     The  camp  beat  to  arms  ;  mount- 
ed and  moved  towards  us  in  a  body ;  but   did   not 
come  within  musket  shot.     They   could  not  ascer- 
tain our  number,  and  apprehending  that  we  were  an 
advanced  party  aiming  to  draw  them  into   an  ambus- 
cade on  disadvantageous  ground,  formed  in  order  of 
battle  and  ^pt  their  post — while  we   retired  down 
the  mountain.     The  enemy  swore  vengeance  :  and 
resolved  to  escecute  it   to  day.     About   nine   in  the 
morning  they  advanced  their  whole  force  and  posted 
themselves  on  an  eminence  in  fair  view.     Proper 
^stations  were  taken   on  our  part  to  receive  them. 
They  reconnoitered  us  a  while  ;    but,   when  orders 
were  given  to  attack,  their  Arabs  mutinized  and  ret- 
rograded ;  and  the  Beys  were   compelled  to  foUo^v^ 
with  their  Tripolitans. 

June  '^d.  To  day  the  enemy  brought  themselves 
to  a  resolution  to  attack.  They  had  previously  forc- 
ed the  Arabs  into  oaths  of  fidelity  by  seizing  and 
cliaining  hostages  from  their  most  considerable  fam- 
Uies  :  but  their  movements  this  day  terminated  ex- 
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aetly  as  on  the  S7tli.  The  Beys  attempted  to  force 
the  Arabs  forward.  They  resisted  :  and  alledged^ 
as  on  other  similar  occasions,  that  they  were  willing 
to  fight  an  enemy  of  their  own  mode  of  warfare  :  but 
they  could  not  resist  the  Americans,  who  fired  enor- 
mous balls,  that  carried  away  a  man  and  his  camel 
at  once,  or  rushed  on  them  with  bayonets,  without 
giving  them  time  to  load  their  muskets. 

Last  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  by  w^hich  I  learn,  that 
the  reis^ning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli^  has  lately  made 
overtures  of  j)eace,  which  the  Consul  General^ 
Colonel  Lear,  has  determined  to  ?neet  ;  viewing  the 
present  moment  propitious  to  such  a  step.  In  con- 
sequence of  which,  it  seems  contemplated,  that  we 
should  withdraw  ourselves  from  this  coast.  It  was 
an  event  anticipated  in  my  letter  of  the  first  ultimo, 
that  the  reigning  Bashaw  would  seize  the  moment 
when  he  should  apprehend  himself  seriously  in  dan- 
ger from  his  brother^  to  rid  himself  of  this  rival  by 
detaching  froui  him  our  succor,  through  overtures 
of  peace.  Facts  establish  the  correctness  of  thiai 
conjecture.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Tripoli  are 
weary  of  the  icar  is  well  ascertained.  That  they 
secretly  desire  the  restoration  of  their  legitimate^  sov- 
ref^w because  they  believe  him  peacalviy  inclined, 
t*ranspires  through  various  indubitable  ch^spnels  :  and 
that  the  Arabs  and  Moors  of  the  kingdom,  w  iio  form 
its  entire  population,  are  generally  in  a  revolutionary 
state  is  equally  true.  Joseph  Bashaw  is  not  ignor- 
ant of  these  dispositions.  As  early  as  the  month  of 
January  last  he  was,  according  to  the  Danish  Con- 
sul, very  attentive  upon  our  transactions  with  his 
brother  in  Alexandria.  On  tiie  19th  ultimo,  late 
overtures  fiad  intimated  to  the  Ccnsal  General  his 
inclination  towards  a  pacification.  We  had  then 
been  seventy  six  days  from  Alexandria  ;  thirty  five 
as  far  forward  as  Bomba  :  and  twenty  one  in  pos- 
session of  this  place.  Of  these  movements  and  op- 
erations,   intercepted    cominumcations  by   v*ay  of 


S5S  LIFE   OF 

Mensurat  and  Bengazi  prove  to  us  the  enemy  was 
not  uninformed .  it  is  now  nineteen  days  since 
his  forces  were  beaten  on  this  ground ;  and  since 
that,  detached  parties  surprized  and  routed.  These 
are  also  events  which  cannot  be  easily  concealed. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  season  has  hitherto  per- 
mitted anv  formidable  di«plav  of  our  naval  force  be- 
fore  Tripoli.  It  cannot  be  unfair  therefore,  to  infer 
that  the  pacific  overtures  of  the  reigning  Bashaw, 
are  influenced  in  a  great  measure  by  apprehensions 
of  his  brothers  approach.  Yet  it  seems  not  to  be  ad^ 
mited  that  we  have  any  obligations  towards  Hamet 
Bashaw.  But  if  such  is  the  effect  of  the  enemy^s 
apprehensions  from  this  quarter,  (who  certainly 
knows  how  to  compare  the  relative  influence  of  the 
parties,)  the  calculations  we  have  formed  of  the  ul- 
timate result  of  an  effectual  cooperation  should  no 
longer  seem  visionary.  I  do  believe  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  government  to  have  profited  of 
this  advantageous  circumstance  as  instrumental  to 
chastise  a  perfidious  foe,  rather  than  to  sacrifice  a 
credulous  friend.  I  know  it  was  in  the  general 
wish,  and  indeed  the  expectations  of  our  country, 
that  the  enemy  should  he  chastised.  How  far  this 
wish  and  expectation  will  be  satisfied,  from  the  ar- 
rangements now  in  operation,  time  and  events  must 
determine.  But  \  cannot,  from  any  siiape  in  which 
the  subject  can  be  viewed,  be  persuaded  that  the 
manner  of  serving  ourselves  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and 
abandoning  him,  can  be  reconciled  to  those  princi- 
pies  o{ honor  andjwsf/ce,  whicii  I  know  actuate  the 
national  breast.  It  seems  enough  to  cancel  every 
pledge  that  we  have  brought  him  back  to  the  post 
from  whicli  he  had  been  driven.  It  ought  to  be  tak- 
en into  consideration  that  this  is  no  other  than  the 
post  from  whence  he  has  alv/ays  asked  supplies  : 
and  that  consequently  setting  him  down  here,  just  as 
he  was,  can  render  him  no  essential  service,  but  to 
abandon  him  Ikere  under  actual  circumstances  where 
famine,  and  the  ravages  of  the  enemy's  forces   have 
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exhausted  the  resources  of  the  province,  and  while 
those  forces  are  still  in  the  vicinity  ;  cannot  hut  leave 
him  in  a  more  hopeless  situation  than  he  left  the 
place  :  and  here  is  an  additional  reason  why  his 
meMks  five  not  materially  altered  for' the  better.  He 
Avas  driven  away  on  account  of  his  intercourse  with 
the  enemies  of  his  rival.  He  has  been  induced  to 
return  under  an  expectation  of  receiving  aids  from 
us,  to  prosecute  his  views  of  recovering  his  throne. 
I  thought  myself  authorised,  from  the  assurances 
given  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  navy,  to  encourage 
him  with  the  prospect  of  receiving  those  aids — and 
frequent  expressions  of  your  resolution  to  make  an 
example  of  Tripoli  the  ensuing  summer,  fortified  me 
in  the  confidence  tiiat  the  exercise  of  my  discretion 
here,  in  the  manner  I  have  done,  would  eventually, 
if  not  directly,  assist  the  accomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects. The  resistance  we  met  at  this  place  is  said  to 
have  discouraged,  the  expectations  formed  for  the  co- 
operations in  view.  This  resistance  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  less  obstinate,  had  not  the  vicinity  of 
the  enemy's  camp  in  some  measure  imposed,  or  at 
least  encouraged  it.  But  it  may  have  been  expected 
that  the  Governor  of  Josepli  Bashaw,  who  twenty 
months  ago,  with  forces  from  Tripoli,  drove  Hamet 
Bashaw  from  the  post,  and  who  still  held  posses- 
sion, would  oppose  his  return  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power.  Want  of  qualities  essential  in  the  char- 
acter of  a  commander  and  a  prince  is  stated  as  a  se- 
rious obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  his  cause.  We 
do  not  hitherto  find  that  the  enemy  j)ossesses  those 
qualities  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  as  to  justify  a  com- 
parison to  the  prejudice  of  his  rival.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  latter  possesses  the  capacity  of  com- 
manding  respect  and  conciliating  affection  among 
his  subjects.  And  I  have  lately  had  good  reasons 
to  correct  the  unfavorable  opinion  at  one  time  enter- 
tained of  liis  military  enterprise.  Yet  he  is  not  a 
Greneral.  I  never  saw  but  one  Turk  who,  I  thought^ 
deserved  that  character.     I  am  not  alone  in  the  9- 
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pinion.  It  is  a  general  belief  ajiiong  the  gentlemen 
who  have  acted  with  me^  that  Hamet  Eashaw  pos- 
sesses talents  sufficient  for  our  purposes.  As  evidence 
of  this,  every  one  of  them  is  not  only  willing,  but  so- 
licitous to  pursue  the  expedition.  With  such  aids 
as  i  have  mentioned  to  be  thought  requisite,  we 
could  at  once  break  up  the  enemy's  camp  in  our 
front,  and  open  our  way,  without  further  considera- 
ble impediincnts,  to  the  gates  of  Tripoli.  The  ene- 
my is  aware  of  this  ;  and  is  endeavoring  to  outgen- 
eral us.  His  camp  is  abroad  :  of  course  his  defence 
is  weakened  at  the  Capital.  The  total  defeat  of  his 
forces  here  Avould  be  a  fatal  bhiw  to  his  interests  : 
to  recal  them  would  be  to  abandon  the  provinces  of 
Derne  and  Bengazi  ;  ])ut  to  remove  the  enemy  near 
him  by  pacification,  he  may  safely  turn  all  his  re- 
sources against  his  rival  :  and,  when  once  relieved 
from  this  danger,  we  shall  again  undoubtedly  have 
experiences  of  his  respect  to  treaty.  1  am  suspi- 
cious that  the  Spanish  Consul  lias  an  influence  in  Jo- 
seph Bashaw's  measures.  If  my  recollection  serves 
me,  he  was  accused  by  our  late  Consul,  Mr.  Cath- 
cart,  of  advising  the  war.  I  recollect  perfectly  well 
hearing  him  assert,  at  Tunis,  in  December,  1801, 
ih^iilm  Americans  miscalculated  if  they  thought  of 
forcing  a  peace  tvithov.t  jjaying  for  it.  National 
shame,  perhaps  interest,  and  individual  pride,  engag- 
ed him  lo  favor  such  an  issue  of  the  war  :  he  is  said 
to  be  tlje  conddenlial  man  of  the  Bashaw.  I  am  a- 
fraid  one  important  consitloiation  has  been  overlook- 
ed in  the  arrangements  lately  adoj)ted  by  Mr.  Lear  : 
the  danger  of  falling  back  to  an  irrecoverable  dis- 
tance :  in  case  of  failure  of  the  negociation  comiiienc- 
ed  by  him,  and  at  the  same  time  the  abandonment  of 
the  advantageous  ground  we  hold  here  :  it  would 
certainly  have  a  tendcMicy  lo  unite  the  kingdom  of 
Tripoli  against  us,  and  ])ossibly  cncoumge  the  whole 
coast  of  Barbarv  to  asri^ressiou  :  or,  should  it  even 
transpire  that  the  evacuation  of  this  post  had  been 
recommended,  it  would  certainly  have  an  uniV.vora- 
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ble  influeuee  on  tlie  penduig  negoeiatioii.  Another 
consideration  is  involved^  which  cannot  but  wound 
the  pride  of  military  principles  :  we  must  strike  t«lie 
flag  of  our  country  here,  in  presence  of  an  enemy, 
who  have  not  merited  the  trium[)]i  ;  and  yield  to 
them  the  honor  of  a  victory  which  no  encounter  hith- 
erto has  given  them  a  right  to  claim  nor  reason  to  ex- 
pect :  certainly  tiiey,  and  perhaps  the  world,  will 
place  an  unjust  construction  on  this*retreat.  At  any 
rate  it  is  a  retreat  ;  and  a  retreat  of  Americans  !  If 
individual  feeling  were  alone  to  he  consulted  in  this 
situation^  it  would  prefer  a  manly  defeat  to  this  mode 
of  safety.  Tiie  consecjuence  to  our  national  cliarac- 
ter  would  be  more  Jwnorable. 

The  burthen  of  expence  which  must  accrue  from 
pursuing  the  cooperation,  seems  an  insurmountable 
obstacle.  I  am  apprehcnsise  that  the  ultimate  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  a  peace  with  Joseph  Basliaw, 
will  be  more  barthensoine  to  the  United  Btatfts,  tlian 
that  accruing  from  this  cooperation  :  ])esides  it  is  cal- 
culated that  this  expence  will  be  reimhursecL  It  is 
insinuated  to  me  that  the  Consul  General  is  opposed 
to  this  measure.  It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  bet- 
ter information  from  w  hence  to  form  an  opinion  of  its 
issue,  than  we  who  I;ave  thus  far  accompanied  the 
expedition;  but  it  is  not  probable.  Has  he  any  agen- 
cy in  the  tear  ? — I  cannot  but  still  indulge  the  hope 
that  additional  instructions  from  government  will  ar- 
rive in  season  to  enable  you  to  furnish  the  means  of 
prosecuting  the  cooperation  to  efiect,  of  chastising 
the  temerity  of  our  enemy,  and  of  preventing  the 
melancholy  and  disagreable  events,  which  present 
appearances  threaten. — You  would  weep,  sir,  were 
you  on  the  spot,  to  witness  the  unbounded  confidence 
placed  in  the  American  character  here,  and  to  reflect 
that  this  conftdence  must  shortly  sink  into  contempt 
and  immortal  hatred  :  you  would  feel  that  this  confi- 
dence, at  any  price,  should  ht  carried  through  the 
Barbary  Regencies,  at  least  to  Tripoli,  by  the  same 
means  that  it  hp.s  been  inspired  here.     But,  if  no  fur- 
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tlier  aids  come  to  our  assistance,  and  we  are  compell- 
ed to  leave  the  place  under  its  actual  circumstapces, 
humanity  itself  must  weep  :  the  whole  city  of  Heme, 
together  with  numerous  families  of  Arabs^  who  at- 
tached themselves  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  and  who  re- 
sisted Joseph's  troops  in  expectation  of  succor  from 
us,  must  be  abandoned  t  j  their  fate  :  havoc  and 
slaughter  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence  :  not  a 
soul  of  them  can  escape  the  savage  vengeance  of  the 
enemy.  In  proceeding,  therefore,  thus  far  and  no 
farther,  instead  of  lending  aids  to  the  unfortunate 
people  whom  we  use  as  allies,  and  of  whose  situation 
we  are  actually  profiting  to  our  own  exclusive  bene- 
fit, we  involve  them  in  destruction  !  Could  I  have 
apprehended  this  result  of  my  exertions,  certainly  no 
consideration  would  have  prevailed  on  me  to  have 
ta.ken  an  agency  in  a  tragedy  so  manifestly  fraught 
with  intmgue  ;  so  wounding  to  human  feelings  ; 
and  as  I  must  view  it,  so  degrading  to  our  national 
Jionor. 

It  is  impossible,  though  enjoined  on  me,  to  say 
any  thing  farther  to  Hamet  Bashaw  of  the  Squadron 
cooperating  with  him,  after  having  been  officially  in- 
formed, that  a  negociation  is  opened  with  his  broth- 
er, without  so  far  considering  his  situation  as  to  have 
agreed  on  a  cessation  of  arms.  The  delusion  is  al- 
ready carried  too  far.  If  it  had  not  been  our  inten- 
tion to  support  him,  or  at  least  to  save  him,  both 
honor  and  religion  should  have  forbidden  any  en- 
couragement to,  or  use  of  him.  It  is  said  some  pro- 
visions will  be  attempted  in  his  favor  in  our  peace 
stipulations  ;  this  is,  however,  to  be  left  to  conven- 
ience. But  before  this  provision  be  definitely  ar- 
ranged, if  at  all,  and  information  of  it  received  here, 
no  armistice  being  agreed  on,  and  this  post  deserted 
by  us,  both  himself  and  adherents  may  be  cut  in 
pieces  by  the  enemy's  army  here,  and  by  such  of  J)is 
own  party  as  disappointment  and  rage  will  carry  o- 
ver  to  tbem. 
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Viewing  the  present  posture  of  affairs  therefore, 
either  as  elegibie  to  our  national  honor  and  interests, 
or  the  situation  of  the  Bashaw  and  people  here,  I 
consider  it  due  to  the  eonfidence  of  government  and 
a  bond  imposed  by  all  the. injunctions  of  humanity, 
to  endeavor  to  hold  this  post  to  the  last  raoment,  in 
hopes  that  some  happy  occurrence  may  take  place  to 
secure  our  own  and  at  the  same  time  to  assist  the  in- 
terests of  our  friends  ;  and  I  most  devoutly  pray  hea- 
ven, that  the  blood  of  innocence  may  not  stain  the 
footsteps  of  us  who  have  aimed  only  to  light  the  ene- 
mies of  our  country. 

June  Sd.  The  enemy  feinted  another  attack  to- 
day by  sending  a  detachment  on  tlie  back  of  the 
town,  which  was  repelled  with  loss.  Their  object 
seemed  to  aim  at  ascertaining  the  disposition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  ;  these  turned  out  to  a  man  in 
view  of  them.  Their  main  body  halted  at  a  safe 
distance  :  and  after  some  manoeuverins:  retired  to 
their  camp.  During  the  alarm,  a  detachment  from 
the  garrison,  under  command  of  Lieut.  O'Bannon  pass- 
ed through  town.  Every  body,  age  and  childhood, 
even  women  from  their  recluses  shouted,  ^*  Live  the 
Americans  !  Long  live  our  friends  and  protectors  !" 
Hapless  beings  !  If  they  could  descry  the  reverse 
that  probably  awaits  tliem,  how  justly  would  their 
acclamations  of  confidence  be  turned  to  execrations  ! 

June  5th,  This  morning  a  spy,  a  religious  chief, 
whom  I  had  employed  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions, 
and  wh»  last  night  slept  in  their  camp,  reports  that  a 
courier  arrived  yesterday,  eleven  days  from  Tripoli, 
with  dispatches  from  the  reigning  Bashaw,  to  his 
Commander  in  Chief  in  this  vicinity,  stating  his  in 
tentions  of  concluding  a  peace  with  the  United  States, 
which  he  was  resolved  to  carry  into  effect,  even  if  he 
sold  his  wardrobe  /  After  which  he  sliould  know 
how  to  dispose  of  his  internal  enemies.  He  enjoin 
ed  it  on  the  commander  to  hold  his  position  before 
this  town,  if  possible,  till  the  issue  of  this  project  of 
peace  should  be  known.     The  Mirabout  chief  added 
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that  the  Beys  had  it  in  contemplation  to  propose  an 
armistice  to  me.  I  shall  meet  such  an  overture,  if 
it  should  be  offered,  until  I  receive  farther  advice 
from  head  quarters. 

Eleven  o'clock,  A!  M.  This  morning  came  in  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy's  camp,  both  Levant  Turks, 
Ismien  and  Mahamet,  a  Choux  and  a  Cheriff,  cor- 
responding with  the  rank  of  Aid  du  Camp  and  En- 
sign, who  confirm  the  information  before  stated  ;  and 
add  that  the  Beys  cannot  prevail  on  their  troops  to 
attack  this  place  under  our  battery,  and  guns  of  ihe 
shipping  ;  but  that  they  calculate  on  sacking  the 
city,  the  moment  we  evacuate  our  posts.  These  of- 
ficers put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  A- 
merican  flag,  giving  this  reason  for  reference  that 
they  Avished  to  get  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli, 
and  thought  this  a  favorable  occasion.  They  say 
Joseph  Bashaw  has  about  two  hundred  soldiers  in 
Tripoli,  in  whom  he  can  place  coufidence,  and  three 
or  four  hundred  others,  who  are  undisciplined  and 
suspected.  They  declare  that  the  people  in  general 
of  the  kingdom  expect  with  solicitude  and  impatience 
the  approach  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  as  tliey  think  him  a 
good  man,  and  are  weary  of  the  madness  and  vio- 
lence of  his  brother. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M.  This  afternoon  an  Arabic 
chief,  Ab'd'el  Selim,  with  a  party  of  warriors  came 
over  to  us  :  he  brings  a  message  from  the  principal 
Arab  chief  at  camp,  that  he  will  come  over  to  the 
Bashaw  with  his  cavalry,  amounting  to-  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  if  he  can  have  assurances  that  the 
Americans  will  not  abandon  him,  in  which  case 
Joseph  Bashaw  would  devour  his  family  and  lands. 
This  chief  asserts  that  the  Bey  of  Bengazi,  who  is 
with  the  camp,  is  well  disposed  towards  us  :  and  on- 
ly waits  the  arrival  of  our  supplies  to  declare  him- 
self. 

Be  assured.  Sir,  we  only  want  cash  and  a  few  ma- 
rines to  proceed  to  Tripoli,  and  to  meet  you  in  the 
citadel  of  tliat  niratical  kenutl  for  the  liberation  of 
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our  captives.  It  would  only  occasion  a  delay  of 
their  release  a  few  raonthsj  their  triumph  will  amply 
compensate  this  delay. 

Ii  is  thought  proper  to  dispatch  the  Hornet  with 
these  communications,  and  hold  ground  here  until 
your  answer  can  he  received. 

June  9th.  Day  before  yesterday,  Hodge  Ismain 
Bey,  the  second  in  command  of  the  enemy's  army 
here,  deserted  with  a  few  attendants  and  camels,  took 
off  the  military  chest  and  entered  the  desert  for  up- 
per Egypt.  This  defection  is  said  to  have  been  caus- 
ed by  his  being  charged  with  bad  generalship  in  the 
aftair  of  the  13th  ultimo.  He  commanded  the  cav- 
alry. 

June  nth.  Yesterday  morning  the  enemy,  having 
received  fresh  reinforcements  oi*  Arabs,  appeared  in 
great  numbers  on  the  heights  which  overlook  the 
town  ;  and  moved  along  the  site  of  the  mountain  for 
the  space  of  two  or  three  miles,  apparently  in  search 
of  some  avenue  to  descend  without  being  exposed  to 
oar  cannon,  but  seemed  irresolute.  An  accident 
brought  on  an  engagement.  The  declivity  of  the 
mountain  is  a  steep  and  uneven  ledge  of  rocks,  with 
only  one  pass  where  cavalry  can  move  down  ;  and 
this  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  town.  The 
plain  below  bordering  on  the  sea  about  one  mile  in 
deptli  is  calcarious  rock  and  red  earth,  very  broken ; 
in  many  places  of  which  the  brass  twelves  could  take 
eifect,  in  others,  impeded  by  ridges  near  the  shore. 
About  half  way  between  the  town  and  the  pass  of 
the  mountain  the  Bashaw  had  posted  a  few  cavalry 
to  serve  as  videts.  A  detachment  of  the  enemy,  of 
superior  numbers,  descended  the  pass  with  a  view  of] 
cutting  off  this  post  ;  but  they  were  manfully  resistef/ 
and  repelled.  lieinforcements  of  small  parties  joio- 
ed,  and  continued  to  join,  on  one  side  and  the  othms 
till  about  two  o'clock,  v/hen  the  action  became  gener- 
al. We  were  little  more  than  spectators  of  the  sceyjne. 
The  Argus,  as  often  as  the  enemy  v/ere  uncovered 
from  the  ridges,  galled  tliem  with  her  shot  froni  heir 
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long  twelves ;  (tlie24^  lb.  cannonades  could  not  readi) 
and  we  occasionally  brought  one  of  our  field  pieces 
to  bear  on  them  from  our  advanced  battery  ;  but  the 
fire  of  the  Hornet  was  lost  by  reason  of  her  being 
too  near  the  shore,  the  high  bluff  of  which  covered 
the  enemy.  Captain  Hull,  who  had  the  fairest  op- 
portunity of  ascertaining  it,  judges  there  were  five 
thousand  men  on  the  field.  The  engagement  lasted 
four  hours  .^though  frequently  charged  the  Bashaw 
lost  not  an  inch  of  ground.  At  length  the  enemy 
gave  way,  and  were  pursued  quite  to  the  pass  of  the 
mountain,  where  a  regard  to  safety  compelled  many 
of  them  to  quit  their  horses,  which  fell  into  the  hands 
of  our  friends.  This  action,  though  fought  in  the 
Barbary  manner,  was  conducted  judiciously  on  the 
part  of  the  Bashaw,  and  the  victory  was  decidedly 
his.  The  number  of  his  killed  and  wounded  is  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  :  among  the  latter  four  of  his 
principal  officers.  Some  Ai*ab  Avomen  who  came  in 
from  the  enemy's  camp  this  morning,  say  the  Beys 
lost  between  forty  and  fifty  killed,  and  upwards  of 
seventy  wounded.  If  we  could  have  furnisbed  but 
two  hundred  bayonets  to  assist  a  cl  arge  and  cut  the 
pass  of  the  mountain,  not  a  horse  should  have  escap- 
ed. Mr.  O'Bannon  was  impatient  to  lead  his  marines 
and  the  Greeks,  (about  thirty  eight  in  number)  to  the 
scene  of  action.  This  could  not  be  done  without 
leaving  our  post  too  defenceless  in  case  of  a  reverse  : 
besides,  I  confess,  I  had  doubts  whether  the  meas- 
ures lately  adopted  bv  our  commissioner  of  ])eacc 
would  justify  me  in  acting  offensively  any  longer  in 
this  quarter.  Had  the  aids  come  forward  seasonably ^ 
which  we  hoped  to  receive  here^  we  might  now  have 
lee  a  at  Cape  jyknsurat,  and  in  fifteen  days  more  at 
Tripoli.  Read  winds  have  detained  the  Hornet, 
a  nd  a  gale  last  night  took  the  Argus  to  sea  :  as  soon 
ai  ^  she  returns  Captain  Evans  will  be  dispatched  to 
be  '*d  quarters. 

I  have  communicated,  some  days  since,  such  parts 
of     the  contents  of  your  letter  of  tbc  nineteenth  ultimo 
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3LS  concern  him  to  Hamet  Bashaw.  He  answers, 
that,  even  with  supplies,  it  would  be  fruitless  for  him 
to  attempt  to  prosecute  the  war  with  his  brother  af- 
ter you  shall  have  withdrawn  your  squadron  from 
i3ie  coast ;  but  without  supplies  he  must  be  left  in  a 
most  forlorn  situation  ;  for  he  can  command  no  re- 
«onrces  here,  nor  can  he  place  any  faith  in  provis- 
ions which  may  be  stipulated  with  his  brother  in  his 
favor,  unless  guaranteed  by  the  United  States.  He 
emphatically  says  that  to  abandon  him  here  is  not  to 
have  cooperated  with  him,  but  with  his  rival  f  He 
wishes  us  to  take  him  off  in  case  of  a  peace.  I  am 
extremely  anxious  to  learn  the  issue  of  the  negocia- 
tion. 

Mean  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

icith  great  respect   and  consideration, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
Samuel  Barron,  Esq.  Commander  in  chief  of  the 
United  States  forces  in  the  Mediterranean. 


On  board  the  United  States  frigate   Constella- 
tion, off  Derne,  June  iSth,  1805. 

Extract  :  to  Commodore   Rodgers,  then   in  com- 
mand of  the  Squadron. 

Sir, 

AT  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  the  eleventh 
instant,  Capt.  Campbell  anchored  in  this  road  ;  at 
dght,  sent  off  Lieut.  Wedersrandt  with  your  letter  of 
the  sixth,  and  Col.  Lear's  of  the  fifth,  annoimcing 
the  conclusion  of  peace  with  Joseph  Bashaw  of  Trip- 
oli, and,  consequently,  requiring  me  to  evacuate  this 
post  ;  and  the  next  morning  a  letter  from  his  own 
hand,  advising  me  that  his  ship  would  receive  my 
garrison.  About  nine  o'clock  the  Captain  came  on 
shore,  attended  by  a  few  of  his  officers,  whom  I  ac- 
companied  into  town.     I  now  coixiiaunicated  to  the 
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Bashaw  the  news  of  peace  on  our  part  with  hi» 
brother  ;  and  the  convention,  that  his  family  should 
be  restored  to  him  on  condition  of  his  quietly  with- 
drawing himself  from  the  kingdom.  He  said  he  had 
no  safety  but  in  leaving  the  country  with  us  ;  and 
even  this  would  be  impossible  with  him  and  hazard- 
ous to  us  if  the  project  should  transpire  before  carri* 
ed  into  effect :  despair  would  drive  his  adherents  to 
revenge  and  we  must  fall  victims  to  it.  I  conse- 
quently kept  np  the  idea  of  an  attack  on  the  enemy, 
an  idea  which  had  been  excited  from  a  report  that 
rein  for cementf^  Jiad  come  out  in  the  frigate  for  this 
purpose  ;  and  accordingly  sent  ammunition  and  ex- 
tra rations  to  be  distributed  among  our  Moorish  and 
alrab  troops,  and  dispatched  spies  to  ascertain  the 
energy's  position.  With  the  same  apparent  view  1 
inspected  the  garrison  ;  ordered  them  to  be  divested 
of  all  heavy  baggage  ;  and  to  be  held  at  their  post  in 
readiness  to  advance  at  the  woi*d.  At  eight  in  the 
evening  I  placed  patroles  of  marines  to  stop  inter- 
course between  the  tov/n  and  our  post  ;  this  was  a 
usual  precaution  at  this  hour,  with  only  the  differ- 
ence that  on  ordinary  occasions  this  duty  was  done 
by  rotine.  In  the  mean  time  all  the  Constellation's 
beats  were  laid  aloiiir  side  our  wharf.  I  ordered  the 
Captain  of  cannoniers  to  embark  Ids  company  with 
the  iield  pieces  and  a  ten  inch  howitzer  wliich  fell  in- 
to our  hands  on  the  ^7th  April ;  and  after  them  the 
Greek  company.  This  was  executed  with  silence 
and  alacritv  ;  but  with  astonishment.  The  marines 
remained  at  their  posts.  When  the  hoats  were  seen 
Tcturning  I  sent  a  messenger  to  the  Eashaw  request- 
ing an  interview.  Understanding  the  purport  of  this 
message,  he  immediately  repaired  to  the  fort  with 
his  retinue  ;  dismounted,  and  emharked  in  the 
boats.  The  marines  followed  v;ith  the  American 
officers.  When  all  were  securely  off,  I  stepped  in- 
to a  small  boat  which  I  had  retained  for  the  purpose, 
and  had  just  time  to  save  my  distance  when  ihe 
shoroj  our  camp,  and  the  battery,  were  crowded  ^\  itU 


GEN.    EATOX.  363 

the  distracted  soldiery  and  populace ;  some  calling 
on  the  Bashaw ;  some  on  me  ;  some  uttering 
shrieks  ;  some  execrations  !  Finding  we  were  out  of 
reach,  they  fell  upon  our  tents  and  horses,  which 
wer^  left  standing  ;  carried  them  off,  and  prepared 
themselves  for  flight.  My  garrison,  together  with 
the  Bashaw  and  suit,  were  all  on  board  the  Constel- 
lation about  two  in  the  morning.  Before  break  of 
•day  our  Arabs  were  all  off  to  the  mountains,  and 
with  tliem  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  as  had 
means  to  fly,  taking  away  with  them,  every  living 
animal  fit  for  subsistence  or  burthen  wiiich  belonged 
to  the  place.  This  morning  a  Chaux  from  Tripoli, 
who  came  out  in  the  frigate,  w^nt  on  shore  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  carried  letters  of  amnesty  from  Jo- 
seph Ba-shaw  to  the  people  of  Derne  on  condition  of 
their  returning  to  allegiance.  He  stated,  on  his  re- 
turn, that  nothing  but  despair  depicted  itself  in  the 
visages  of  the  few  wretched  inhabitants  who  remain- 
ed ;  that  they  rejected  Joseph  Bashaw's  terms  of 
pardon,  declaring  that  they  knew  his  perfidy  too 
well  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  ensnared  by  it ;  and 
that  they  were  resolved  to  defend  themselves  to  the 
last  moment  from  their  terraces  and  walls  of  their 
houses  against  his  troops.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  po- 
sition they  have  taken  may  terminate  in  an  accom- 
modaiion  and  save  the  tragedy  that  menaces  them. 
It  is  now  twelve  o'clock,  and  we  see  no  symptoms 
of  the  enemy's  troops  advancing  towards  tbe  town. 
This,  however,  may  be  accounted  for  on  other  prin- 
ciples than  those  of  humanity  or  arrangement.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  Constellation,  the  idea  impresseil 
itself  on  them  also,  that  she  brought  troops  and  sup- 
plies ;  in  consequence  of  which,  they  decamped  dis- 
orderly and  retired  with  precipitation  to  a  post  fifteen 
miles  in  the  rear  towards  the  desert :  it  is  possible 
they  may  not  yet  have  heard  of  our  evacuation.  In 
a  few  minutes  more  we  shall  lose  sight  of  this  devot- 
ed city,  which  has  experienced  as  strange  a  reverse 
m  so  short  a  time  as  ever  was  recorded  iti  the  disag- 
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ters  of  war  ;  thrown  from  proud  success  and  elated 
prospects  into  au  abyss  of  hopeless  wretchedness. 
Six  hours  ago  the  enemy  were  seeking  safety  from 
them  by  flight ;  this  moment  we  drop  them  from  ours 
4nto  the  hands  of  their  enemy,  for  no  other  crime  but 
too  much  confidence  in  us  ! 

The  man,  whose  fortune  we  have  accompanied 
thus  far,  experiences  a  reverse  as  striking.  He  falls 
from  the  most  flattering  prospects  of  a  kingdom^  to 
heggary  ! 

Col.  Lear  to  Gen.  Eaton. 

Tvvpoli,  in  Barhary^  June  6th^  I8Q5.  . 

IN  consequence  of  a  representation 
made  to  me  by  Commodore  Barron,  that  the  present 
was  a  favorable  moment  for  us  to  enter  into  a  negoci- 
ation  with  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  my  instruc- 
tions leaving  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Commander 
of  our  forces  in  this  sea,  to  determine  the  proper  time 
for  such  an  attempt,  I  repaired  off  this  place  on  the 
S6th  ultimo,  in  the  United  States  frigate,  Essex,  and 
immediately  opened  a  communication  with  the 
Bashaw.  His  demands  were  200,000  dollars  for 
peace  and  ransom,  and  the  delivery,  on  our  part,  of 
all  the  Tripolines  in  our  possession,  and  a  restoration 
of  all  their  property.  These  terms  were  at  once  re- 
jected in  toto  ;  and  after  some  discussion,  I  propos- 
ed, as  the  ultimatum,  tliat  a  mutual  delivery  of  pris- 
oners should  take  place,  and  as  he  had  a  balance  of 
more  than  two  hundred  in  his  favor,  I  would  give 
him  60,000  dollars  for  them  ;  but  not  a  cent  for 
peace,  which  should  be  made  on  terms  of  the  most 
favored  nation  with  whom  he  lias  a  treaty,  and  a 
regulation  respecthig  prisoners,  if  a  future  war 
should  take  place  between  our  nations.  And,  in 
prder  to  prevent  any  fruitless  altercation,  I  declared 
I  would  not  go  on  sbore  to  complete  the  business  un- 
til these    terms  were    formally    acceded   to.     The 
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weather  proving  bad,  for  the  season,  obliged  our  ves- 
sels to  keep  off  and  prevented  a  regular  communica' 
tion  with  the  shore,  which  protracted  the  completion 
<of  the  preliminaries  till  the  3d  inst.  when  they  were 
sent  off  to  me  with  the  Bashaw's  seal.  I  immedi- 
ately went  on  shore,  and  in  24  hours  all  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Philadelphia,  were  smt 
on  board  the  ships. 

I  found  that  the  heroic  bravery  of  our  few  Coun- 
trymen at  Derne,  and  the  idea  that  we  had  a  large 
force  and  immense  supplies  at  that  place,  had  made 
a  deep  impression  on  the  Bashaw.  I  kept  up  that 
idea,  and  endeavored,  from  thence,  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement favorable  to  his  brother,  who,  although 
not  found  to  be  the  man  whom  many  had  supposed, 
was  yet  entitled  to  some  consideration  from  us.  But 
I  found  that  this  was  impracticable,  and  that,  if  per- 
sisted in,  would  diive  him  into  measures  which 
might  prove  fatal  to  our  countrymen  in  his  power. 
I  therefore  engaged,  of  course,  that  on  the  conclusion 
•of  peace,  we  should  withdraw  all  our  forces  and 
supplies  from  Derne  and  other  parts  of  his  domin- 
ions, and  the  Bashaw  engages,  that  if  his  brother 
withdraws  himself  quietly  from  his  dominions,  his 
wife  and  family  shall  be  restored  to  him.  This  is 
all  that  could  be  done,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
United  States  will,  if  deserving,  place  him  in  a  sit- 
uation  as  eligible  as  that  in  which  he  was  found. 

I  presume  that  long  ])cfore  this  reaches  you,  (if  it 
should  find  you  at  l)erne)  you  will  have  received 
Commodore  Barron's  letters  by  the  sloop  Hornet, 
which  convey  his  sentimenis  and  instructions  fully 
on  this  subject.  In  confsequence  of  a  continuance  of 
his  ill  health,  he  has  resigned  the  command  of  our 
Squadron  in  this  sea,  to  John  Rodgers,  Esq.  the  offi« 
cer  next  in  seniority  to  himself,  who  sends  from  this 
place  the  United  States  frigate,  Constellation,  Capt. 
Campbell,  Vvith  this  letter  and  his  dispatclies. 

The  Bashaw  has  requested  that  a  Clious  may  be 
pernutted  to  go  in  the  frigate  to  Derne,  who  will  not 
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land ;  but  merely  send  on  shore  letters  from  the 
Bashaw,  and  return  in  the  frigate  to  the  port  to  which 
she  may  be  destined, 

I  pray  you  m  ill  accept  yourself,  and  present  to 
Mr.  O'Bannon,  and  our  brave  countrymen  with  you, 
my  sincere  congratulations  on  an  event  which  your 
and  their  heroic  bravery  has  tended  to  render  so 
honorable  to  our  country. 

With  consideration  and  esteem^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
TOBIAS  LEAR. 
tJommissioner  of  the  United  States,  for  negociating 
a  peace  with  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

Extract  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

'Syracuse,  July  ^th,  1805. 
I  HAVE  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith, 
copies  of  my  communications  to    the   Commodores 
since  I  left  Egypt.     By  the  next  occasion  shall  give 
the  correspondence. 

I  cannot  but  think  our  pacification  has  been  too 
much  precipitated.  Was  it  contemplated  that  so 
formidable  a  squadron  should  be  sent  into  this  sea  to 
negociate  without  showing  itself  before  the  enemy's 
port  ?  Such  is  the  fact  /  If  it  had  only  appeared  off 
the  place,  I  have  no  doubt  the  effect  would  have  been 
a  peace  without  money.  If  it  had  gone  into  vigorous 
cooperations,  Joseph  Basliaw  must  have  resigned  at 
discretion,  or  saved  himself  by  flight :  he  was  calcu- 
lating more  on  this  than  on  defence.  But  we  have 
peace  ! 

The  whole  expencc  of  my  expedition  in  cash  a- 
monntsto  S39,108  58  cents,  payment  of  troops  in- 
cluded. As  soon  as  I  can  effect  a  full  settlement, 
iny  accounts  will  be  transmitted.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  negociate  bills  on  your  department,  in  order 
tx>  enable  me  to  do  this,  to  the  amount  of  S7?08S  58. 
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[^In  order  to  give  the  reader  the  grounds  of  disagree- 
ment between  Gen.  Eaton,  and  Com.  Barron, 
and  Mr.  Lear,  the  following  letters  and  extracts 
are  submitted.  The  reader  loill  particularly  at- 
tend to  the  dates ^  and  the  secret  verbal  orders  of 
Com.  Barron,  the  original  of  which  is  attested 
in    the    hand  writing   of  Capt.  Hull,    and  Gren. 

.  Eaton.] 

Verbal  orders  of  Commodore  Barron,  to  Captain 
Hull,  of  the  United  States  brig  Argus,  in  pres- 
ence of  the  Undersigned,  on  board    the  Presi- 

DENT, 

Sept.  idthf  1804. 
Sir, 

THE  written  orders,  I  here  hand  you 
to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Alexandria  or  Smyrna  for 
the  purpose  of  convoying  to  Malta  any  vessels  you 
may  find  there,  are  intended  to  disguise  the  real  ob- 
ject of  your  expedition  ;  which  is  to  proceed  with 
Mr.  Eaton  to  Alexandria  in  search  of  Hamet  Bash- 
aw, the  rival  brother  and  legitimate  Sovereign  of  the 
reigning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  ;  and  to  convey  him  and 
his  suit  to  Derne  or  such  other  place  on  the  coast  as 
may  be  determined  the  most  proper  for  cooperating 
with  the  naval  force  under  my  command  against  the 
common  enemy  :  or,  if  more  agreeable  to  him^  t&' 
bring  him  to  me  before  Tripoli. 

Should   Hamet  Bashaw  not  be  found  at  Alexan- 
dria, you  have  the  discretion  to  proceed  to  any  other 
place  for  him  where  the  safety  of  your  ship  can  be, 
.  in  your  opiniun,  relied  upon. 

The  Bashaw  may  be  assured  of  the  support  of  my 
squadron  at  Bengazi  or  Derne  ;  where  you  are  at 
liberty  to  put  in,  if  required,  and  if  it  can  le  done 
without  too  great  risque.  And  you  may  assure  him 
also  that  I  will  take  tlie  most  effectual  measures  with 
the  forces  under  my  command  for  cooperating  with 
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him  against  the  usurper,  his  brother  ;  and  for  reestah^ 
linking  Mm  in  the  regency  of  Tripoli.  Arrange- 
inents  to  this  effect  with  hini  are  confided  to  the  dis- 
cretion with  which  Mr.  Eaton  is  vested  by  the 
Government*  > 

...    ,   S ISAAC  HULL, 
attest.  ^i^v^iLLIAM  EATON. 

Extract  from  the  instructions  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment to  Commodore  Barron,  communicat- 
ed by  Barron  to  Eaton. 

u  WITH  respect  to  the  Ex-BashaW  of 
Tripoli,  we  have  no  objection  to  your  availing  your- 
self of  his  cooperation  with  you  against  Tripoli,  if 
you  shall,  upon  a  full  view  of  the  subject  after  your 
arrival  upon  the  station,  consider  his  cooperations 
expedient.  The  subject  is  committed  entirely  to 
your  discretion.  In  such  an  event,  you  will,  it  m 
believed,  find  Mr.  Eaton  extremely  useful  to  you. 
(The  sum  appropriated  to  this  object  S^0,000^0 

g>  This  line  inclosed  in  the  parenthesis  is  not  in 
the  Commodore's  instructions.     JVote  by  Eaton. 


Extracts  from  Com.  Barron  to  Gen.  Eaton. 

Malca,  March  22d,  1805. 
I  CANNOT  but  applaud  the  energy 
and  perseverance  that  has  characterized  youi*  prog- 
ress through  a  series  of  perplexing  and  discouraging 
difficulties,  to  the  attainment  of  the  object  of  your  re- 
search ;  an  attainment  which  I  am  disposed  to  con- 
sider as  a  fair  'presage  of  future  success.  On  re- 
ceipt of  these  communications,  I  did  not  lose  a  mo- 
ment in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
sending  you  succors,  and  1  now  dispatch  the  Argus 
brig,  witli  the  sloop  under  lier  convoy,  carrying  a 
variety  of  stores  and  provisions  according  to  the  ac- 
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companying  list.  Capt.  Hull  will  shape  his  course 
direct  for  Bomba  where  he  calculate}?  on  finding  you 
with  the  Bashaw  and  his  army,  and  where  he  sup- 
poses you  will  make  a  stand.  I  have  directed  him 
to  deliver  these  stores  to  you,  to  be  applied  as  your 
discretion  may  direct.  He  has  also  under  his  charge 
a  sum  in  specie  amounting  to  seven  thousand  dollars, 
which  is  likewise  to  be  placed  at  your  disposal. 
By  the  time  these  vessels  establish  a  communication 
with  you,  you  will  have  been  enabled  to  form  a  cor- 
rect opinion  as  to  the  prospect  of  ultimate  success  ; 
and  thence  to  estimate  the  advantages  likely  to  re- 
sult to  our  affairs  from  this  cooperation  ;  and  by  this 
opinion  you  must  be  governed  in  the  application  of 
the  succors.  Should  you  have  encountered  unex- 
pected difficulties  which  place  the  chances  of  success 
upon  more  than  precarious  grounds,  your  own  pru- 
dence will  suggest  the  propriety  of  not  committing 
these  supplies  and  the  money  uncontroledly  to  the 
power  of  the  Bashaw.  Indeed  in  the  point  of  view 
in  which  I  regard  the  measures  already  pursued  as 
well  as  the  subject  of  cooperation  generally,  I  con- 
ceive you  ought  to  tread  with  the  utmost  circumspec- 
tion. 

You  must  be  sensible  Sir,  that  in  giving  their 
sanction  to  a  cooperation  with  the  exiled  Bashaw, 
government  did  not  contemplate  the  measure  as 
leading  necessarily  and  absolutely  to  a  reinstate- 
ment of  that  Prince  in  his  rights  on  the  Regency  of 
Tripoli :  they  appear  to  have  viewed  the  cooperation 
in  question  as  a  means,  which,  provided  there  exist- 
ed energy  and  enterprise  in  the  Exile,  and  attach- 
ment to  his  person  on  the  part  of  his  former  subjects, 
might  be  employed  to  the  common  furtherance  and 
advantage  of  his  claims  and  of  oar  cause,  but  with- 
out meaning  tc  fetter  themselves  by  any  specific  or 
definite  attainment  as  an  end,  as  the  tenor  of  my  iu-^ 
struc^tions  (whereof  inclosed  is  an  extract)  and  the 
limited  sum  appropriated  for  that  special  purpose, 
clearly  demonstrate.     I  fear  by  the   Convention  you 
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were  about  to  enter  into  with  Hamet,  and  by  the 
complexion  of  other  measures  that  a  wider  range 
may  have  been  taken  than  is  consistent  with  the 
powers  vested  in  me  for  that  particular  object. 

The  consequences  involved  in  such  an  engage- 
ment cannot  but  strike  you  forcibly,  and  a  general 
view  of  our  situation  in  relation  to  the  reigning  Bash- 
aw, and  our  unfortunate  countrymen  in  Tripoli,  will 
be  sufficient  to  mark  its  inexpediency.  I  shall  consid- 
er it  my  duty,  as  it  certainly  is  my  inclination,  to  af- 
ford you  every  aid  compatible  with  the  authority 
vested  in  me,  and  commensurate  with  the  means 
placed  at  ray  disposal ;  and  you  msL^  depend  upon  the 
most  active  and  vigorous  support  from  the  squadron, 
as  soon  as  the  season  and  our  arrangements  will  per- 
mit us  to  appear  in  force  before  the  enemy^s  walls  j 
but  I  wish  you  to  und*»rstaud,  that  no  guarantee  or 
engagement  to  the  exiled  Prince,  whose  cause,  1  re- 
peat it.  We  are  only  favoring  as  the  instrument  to  an 
attainment,  and  not  in  itself  an  object,  must  be  held  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  our  acquiescence  to  any  honora- 
ble and  advantageous  terms  of  accommodation  which 
the  present  Bashaw  may  be  induced  to  propose. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  comply  with  your  requi- 
sition for  one  hundred  marines  to  be  sent  to  the 
coast.  Such  a  step  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs, 
far  exceeds  my  powers  ;  and,  besides,  we  are  in 
want  of  hands, ^'  I  could  not  feel  myself  justifiable  in 
detaching  so  considerable   force  from  (he   squadron. 

I  should  be  wanting  injustice  to  you  Sir,  as  well 
as  to  the  officers  who  have  thus  far  shared  jour  toils 
and  dangers,  were  I  not  to  express  my  full  reliance 
upon  your  courage,  energy  and  perseverance,  as 
well  as  my  ardent  desire  that  your  most  sanguine 
expectations  may  be  realized.  The  observations 
which  I  here  convev  to  vou  are  fnr  from  beina;  intend- 
ed  to  cool  your  zeal,  or  discourage  ycnr  expectations^ 
but  they  are  what  I  conceive  it.  necessary  to  make, 

*  For  what  ? 
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and  drawn  from  me  by  tlie  purest  feeling  of  duty  ; 
and  as  such,  permit  me  to  recommend  them  to  your 
calm  and  candid  consideration,  and  request  you  will 
make  them  the  subject  of  conversation  with  Captain 
Hull,  who  is  fully  possessed  of  my  sentiments.  As 
in  enterprizes  similar  to  that  in  which  you  are  en- 
gaged, much  is  left  to  fortune,  so  also,  much  is  de- 
pendent  on  the  operation  of  circumstances.  Hence 
the  impropriety  of  tying  you  doWn  with  jiositice  in- 
structions. Many  things  must  necessarily  occur,  in 
which  your  judgment  and  discretion  alone  can  be 
your  guide  :  and  indeed  your  further  proceedings 
will  depend  so  completely  upon  events  and  circum- 
stances, impossible  for  me  to  estimate  or  foresee,  that 
I  must  consider  myself  rather  as  your  counsellor 
than  your  director. 

Com.  Rarron  to  Gen.  Eaton 

Malta,  May  19,  1805. 
Sir, 

BY  the  Hornet  sloop,  which  arrived 
in  this  harbor  on  the  16th  inst  (having  had  a  tedious 
passage,)  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatches 
of  the  29th  ultimo  and  1st  inst.  announcing  the  cap- 
ture  of  Heme,  after  a  contest,  in  which,  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  your  conduct  and  that  of  your  compan- 
ions in  arms  will  not  discredit  the  character  which 
our  countrymen  have  established  among  the  nations 
of  Barbary. 

I  have  perused  with  deserved  attention  the  argu? 
ments  and  reasons  adduced  in  your  letter  of  the  Ist^ 
on  the  subject  of  pursuing  the  cooperation  with 
Sidi  Hamet  Bashaw.  Being  myself  still  too  Aveak 
for  the  exertion  of  letter  writing,  and  my  secretary 
writing  with  difficulty,  owing  to  an  inflamation  in  his 
eyes,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  enter  into  a  lengthy 
reply  ;  nor  does  it  indeed  appear  necessary  :  the  busi- 
ness is  now  arrived  at  that  point,  where  if  the  Ex- 
BashaWj  after  being  put  in  possession  of  DernC;  his 
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f(/rmer  governmiBDt  and  the  district  in  wLichhis  inter- 
est  is  said  to  be  the  most  powerful,  has  not  in  him- 
self energy  and  talent,  and  is  so  destitute  of  means 
and  resourses,  as  not  to  be  able  to  move  on  with  suc- 
cessful progress,  seconded  by  our  naval  force  acting 
on  the  coast,  he  must  be  held  as  unworthy  of  further 
support;  and  the  cooperation  as  a  measure  too  expen- 
sive and  burthensome,  and  too  little  pregnant  with 
hope  or  advantage,  to  justify  its  farther  prosecution  ; 
for,  whatever.  Sir,  may  have  been  once  the  intentions 
of  government  on  this  subject,  and  whatever  your 
ideas  touching  those  intentions,  I  feel  that  I  have 
already  gone  to  the  full  extent  of  my  authority. 
My  instructions  from  the  navy  department  on  this 
particular  point  with  which  you  are  not  unacquaint- 
ed, fall  very  short  of  that  unlimited  discretion  and 
power  of  application  as  relates  to  funds  insisted  on 
in  your  communications,  and  are  totally  silent  with 
regard  to  the  quantity  and  description  of  stores  and 
supplies  which  you  mention  to  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  government  to  furnish  to  the  Bashaw  ; 
hence  you  will  be  sensible  that  without  taking  a  lat- 
itude that  must  involve  me  in  a  sum  of  responsabili- 
ty,  which  it  were  the  extreme  of  imprudence  and 
rashness  to  encounter,  I  cannot  proceed  further. 
Independent  of  this  consideration  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  state  that  I  have  not  at  my  disj)osal  funds 
sufficient  to  meet  the  large  sums  which  according  to 
your  calculations  would  be  required  to  pursue  the 
plan  with  effect. 

With  respect  to  any  engagements  to  Sidi  Hamet, 
I  cannot  consider  them  as  definite  or  specific.  By 
our  resources  and  by  your  enterprize  and  valor  we 
have  placed  him  at  the  post  from  whence  he  was 
driven  when  first  he  solicited  the  aid  and  support  of 
our  arms,  and  in  "  the  most  valuable  province  of 
Tripoli :''  in  performing  w  hich,  I  conceive  we  have 
fulfiled  every  pledge,  and  that  he  can  neither  charge 
Tis  with  bad  faith  in  our  engagements  or  with  injus- 
tice towards   liimsclf.     This  want  of  those  qualities 
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SO  essential  in  the  character  of  a  commander^  and  es- 
pecially to  a  Prince,  contending  for  his  throne,  is  a 
serious    obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  his   cause  ; 
not  to  be  surmounted  even  by  the  existence  and  man- 
ly  exertion  of  them  in  those  ab^ut  his  person.     But 
it  is  certainly  what  we  had  no  right  to  anticipate  and 
st  ill  less  to   suppose,  that  when  master  of  the  finest 
province  in  his  kingdom,  where  his  influence  is  great- 
est and  his  adherents  most  numerous,  "  his  situation 
would  not  be   materially   altered,''*    and  himself  as 
destitute  of  means  to  carry  on  the  contest  as   when 
brought  from  his  exile  in  Egypt.     In  short,. Sir,  the 
matter  reduces  itself  to  this  :  We  are  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  support  the  the  Bashaw  by  an  union  of  opera- 
tions on  the   coast  so  long  as   the  war  with  Tripoli 
continues,  but  his  Excellency  must  be  explicitly  in- 
formed that  our  supplies  of  money,  arms  and  provis- 
ions are  at  an  end  and  that  he  must  now  depend  upon 
his  own  resources   and  exertions.     This  determina- 
tion will  suggest  to  you  and  your  comrades  that  line 
of  conduct  most  prudent  to  be  adopted   in  the  present 
posture  of  affairs.     I  have  lost  no  time  in  dispatching 
the  Hornet  with  a  supply  of  provisions  for  the  crews 
of  the  Argus  and  Nautilus,  and  the  Christians  under 
your  command,  and  I  hope  she  will  arrive  in  time  to 
prevent  your  suffering  from  want. 

I  have  now  lo  acquaint  you  with  an  occurrence  in 
our  affairs  interesting  in  itself  and  momentous  as  re- 
lates to  your  situation.  In  consequence  of  recent 
advices  from  Tripoli,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
state  to  the  Consul  General,  Col.  Lear,  (now  at  this 
place)  my  candid  opinion  that  the  present  is  a  mo- 
ment highly  favorable  to  treat  for  peace  and  a  com- 
munication has  just  been  handed  me  from  tliat  gentle- 
man expressing  his  determination  to  meet  the  over- 
tures lately  made  by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  so  far  as 
to  found  on  it  the  commencement  of  a  negoeiation, 
and  to  proceed  to  Tripoli  in  the  Essex  Frigate,  in  the 
course  of  this  week.  From  a  variety  of  concurring 
circumstances  the  present  period  appears  propitious 
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to  such  a  step  ;  and  I  cannot  help  indulging  san- 
guine hopes  that  a  very  short  time  will  restore  Capt. 
jBainbridge  and  his  unfortunate  comrades  to  freedom 
and  their  country.  It  would  be  needless  for  me  to 
say  any  thing  on  the  effect  which  this  measure  must 
needs  have  on  your  situation  and  determinations : 
it  is  a  measure  which  was  anticipated  in  my  letter  to 
you  by  Capt.  Hull,  and  as  such  the  intelligence  of  it 
Mdll  not  I  presume  reach  you  unprepared.  The  in- 
terests of  Sidi  Hamet  will  not  be  overlooked  :  it  is 
with  Col.  Lear's  express  sanction  that  I  mention  his 
intention  to  endeavor  at  stipulating  some  conditions 
for  the  unfortunate  Exile,  provided  this  can  be  done 
without  giving  up  points  that  are  essential,  and  witli- 
out  any  considerable  sacrifice  of  national  advantage 
on  onr  part. 

I  have  sent  by  Lieut.  Evans  2000  Spanish  dollars 
which  he  is  directed  to  deliver  to  you  or  to  Capt. 
Hull,  this  sum  will  serve  to  extinguish  any  little  en- 
gagements you  may  have  contracted  at  Derne. 

I  am  extremely  anxious  for  further  intelligence 
from  you  and  remain  with  much  respect  and  consid- 
eration, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant^ 
SAMUEL  BARRON. 


United  States  Brig,  Argus. 

Berne  J  June  ^th^  1805. 
Sib, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a 
copy  of  my  orders  by  the  Hornet,  Lieut.  Evans, 
from  Samuel  Barron,  Esq.  Commander  in  chief  of  the 
United  States  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  by 
which  vou  will  be  informed  that  the  United  States' 
vessels  under  my  comoiand  are  to  leave  this  coast  for 
Syracuse  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  that  purpose. 
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I  have  therefore  to  inform  you  that  the  Argus  and 
Hornet  are  ready  for  sea  and  in  readiness  to  receive 
you  and  the  men  under  your  command  on  board  at 
any  moment  that  you  inform  me  of  your  intentions  to 
abandon  your  post,  and  a  favorable  opportunity  of- 
fers to  take  you  off. 

/  am  Sivy  as  always ^ 
yours  sincerely^ 
ISAAC  HULL. 
William  Eaton,  Esq. 


Derne,  June  bthy  1805. 
Sir, 

I  THINK  the  tenure  of  this  post  so  im- 
portant to  the  issue  of  the  negociation  now  pending 
between  the  United  States  and  the  reigning  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli,  that  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  a  sense  of  du- 
ty to  evacuate  it,  except  compelled  by  imperious  cir- 
cumstances, until  the  result  of  that  negociation  be 
known,  or  further  advices  received  from  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  United  States  Squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean.  I  shall  therefore  wait  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  return  of  the  Nautilus,  which  is  daily 
expected  from  head  quarters. 

I  am,  §'c. 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
Capt.  Isaac  Hull. 


United  States  Frigate,  Constitution, 

off  Tri})oli,  June  Qth^  1805. 

Sir, 

ALTHOUGH  I  do  not  expect  this  will 
find  you  at  Heme,  conceiving  you  have  evacuated 
that  place  agreeable  to  Commodore  Barron's  last  ad- 
vices to  you  by  the  United  States  sloop  Hornet,  yet 
as  it  is  not  impossible  some  unforeseen  circumstance 
way  have  delayed  your  compliance  with  his  advices, 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  send  the  Constellation , 


376  LIFE   OF 

Capt.  H.  G.  Campbell,  to  apprize  you  of  peace  hav- 
ing been  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Joseph  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  on  the  3d  inst.  and 
have  to  desire  that  no  farther  hostilities  by  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  be  committed  against  the  said 
Joseph  Bashaw,  his  subjects,  or  dominions,  and  that 
you  evacuate  and  withdraw  our  forces  from  Derne, 
or  whatever  part  of  his  territory  this  may  find  you  a- 
greeable  to  the  enclosed  articles  of  stipulation  be- 
tween Tobias  Lear,  Esq.  Consul  General  for  Algiers, 
and  Commissioner  of  peace  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  and  the  said  Joseph  Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
with  great  respect, 

your  obedient  servant , 
JOHN  RODGERS. 
Commanding,    in   chief,  the    United  States 
Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean* 
William  Eaton,  Esq.  Derne, 


To  THE  Honorable  Secret ary  of  the  Navy  of 

THE  United  States. 

At  sea,  Mediterranean,  August  Qth,  1805. 

Sir, 

I  HAA^E  now^  tlie  honor  herewith  to  for- 
ward copies  of  the  correspondences  promised  in  my 
letter  of  6th  ultimo.  A  view  of  t!ie  transactions  and 
the  circumstances  in  which  these  correspondences  o- 
riginaied,  give  rise  to  some  remarks  and  observa 
tions  w})ich  I  shall  submit  witli  candor  and  frank- 
ness. 

When  it  was  determined  by  Commodore  Barron 
to  cooperate  with  Haraet  Bashaw,  though  the  Com- 
modore then  expressed  his  doubts  concerning  an  im> 
plied  discretion  in  your  instructions  for  applications 
of  supplies  to  this  object,  no  idea  was  suggested  of 
making  this  cooi)cration  an  instrument  only  to   the 
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ttainment  of  peace    with  the  reigning  Bashaw  of 
Tripoli  :  nothing    was  tl^en  talked  of  but  chastise- 
ment.    The  examples  of  Commodore  Preble,  then 
recent  and  conspicuous,  inspired  the  relieving  squad- 
ron  with  an  ambition  and  a  confidence,  equalled  on- 
ly by  tbeir  patriotism  ;  insomuch  that  it  seemed  to  be 
regretted  the  space  of  a  winter  must  intervene  before 
they  could  be  brought  to  the  theatre  of  action.     Peace 
was  avowedly  an  object  secondary  to  national  honor 
and  individual   applause  :  of  course  every  measure 
was  adopted  and  every  mean  embraced,  which  seem- 
ed to  favor  those  primary  objects  ;  and  the  earliest 
occasion  of  the  ensuing  season  was  to  give  an  impos- 
ing lesson  to  the   furtive  pride  of  Barbary.     With 
these  impressions  Commodore  Preble  returned  home 
under  engagements  Avith  Lis  successor  to  give  his  in- 
iluence   with  the  government  for  hastening   forward 
such   additional  aids  as   the  expedition  would  re- 
quire ;  and  with  the  same  impressions  I  was   sent  to 
Egypt,    with  entire    discretion   of  using   means  to 
bring   Hamet   Bashaw   on  the   rear  of  the   enemy. 
Commodore  Preble  executed   his  comr»2ission  with 
the  exactness  and  dispatch  which  mark  his  charac- 
ter ;  and  I  have  the  consciousness  of  not   having 
been  indolent  in  my  endeavors  to  acquit  myself  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me.     Both  from  one  quarter  and  the 
other,  measures  succeeded  beyond  ihe.  calculation  of 
iln^  most   sanguine   expectation.     And  never  did  a 
season  for  decisive  operations  open  with  more  flatter- 
ing prospects   of  success   than  this  in   which  it  has 
been  determined  that  a  flag  of  truce,  instead  of  our 
squadron,  should  be  displayed  to  the  enemy^s  view. 
The   result  is  well  known — -but  it  is  so  foreign  to 
what  we  calculated  here — and  to  what,  it  is  believ- 
ed, was  expected  by  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  that  apologies  are  sought  to  parry 
the    censure    and   do   away   the   disappointment  to 
which  this   result  cannot  but  give  birth.     Among 
these   subterfuges  I  am  charged  of  having  gone  too 
far — -of   havina;  exceeded  the  intent  ions  of  s:ov  em- 
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ment'— and  oi  having  shaj)ed  to  myself  projects  the 
end  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen. 

If  finding  out  the  object  of  my  researches  and  mov- 
ing understandingly  with  him  against  the  enemy  be 
to  exceed  the  intentions  of  government^  1  may  have 
gone  too  far.  Admitting  this,  I  have  not  penetration 
enough  to  comprehend  how  it  could  have  obstructed 
offensive  operations  in  other  quarters.  As  iojn^ojects 
none  were  new  shaped^  on  my  part^  after  I  left  head 
quarters  :  but  at  what  period  the  project  took  shape 
of  resting  the  whole  expectations  of  our  country  on 
the  instrumentality  of  the  hapless  Hamct  Basliaw  for 
the  attainment  of  peace,  I  know  not ;  presume,  how- 
ever, it  was  not  till  Commodore  Barron  dispaired  of 
E'ccovering  his  health  in  season  for  cactivity,  and  not 
until  a  man,  who  had  no  authorized  agency  in  the 
war,  had  intruded  himself  into  his  confidence  and 
gained  an  ascendency  over  his  resolutions.  The 
line  of  conduct  pursued  at  head  quarters,  and  tlie 
communications  from  that  quarter  to  the  coast,  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  such  a  project  had  superceded  our 
original  plans  ;  and  the  event  proves  it  to  have  been 
carried  into  effect. 

In  the  Commodore's  letter  to  Hamet  Bashaw  dat- 
ed Malta,  Slst  March,  he  expresses  himself — 

'''  With  great  satisfaction  I  have  received  from 
Mr.  Eaton  the  intelligence  of  your  junction  with 
liim,  and  of  the  measures  you  had  adopted  i\}  com- 
mence your  march  towards  Dcrne.'^  &c. 

"  No  sooner  did  I  receive  this  intelligence  than  I 
made  every  exertion  to  collect  (he  succors  required 
in  your  letter.''  &c. — 

Here  is  not  only  an  explicit  and  clear  s.iurtion  to 
all  we  had  done,  but  also  an  unequivocal  a.-^surance 
of  dispositions  made  on  the  part  of  the  Commodore  to 
furnish  the  succors  required  by  Ilamet  BashawV 
letter  for  prosecuting  a  plan  of  cooperation.  But 
these  succors  were  what  the  Basiiaw  Jiad  ahvavs 
required.  If  therefore  1  should,  from  any  induce- 
laent,  have  carried  a  different  language  to  him   how 
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justly  might  he  have  suspected  me  of  a  disposition 
to  raise  impediments  to  his  progress  ;  and  more  espe- 
cially as  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Commodore's  letter 
goes  to  encourage  his  expectations  ?  If  the  Commo- 
dore requires  me  to  become  the  interpreter  of  this  let- 
ter^ Imw  inconsistent,  nay  how  treacherous  would  he 
make  himself  and  me  appear  by  translating  also  an- 
other from  his  own  hand  clearly  expressing  his  real 
intentions  to  be  only  to  lead  the  Bashaw  forward  as 
an  instrument  !  I  couid  not  but  hope  that  returning 
strength^  or  some  candid  adviser  would  restore  the 
Commo(h)re  to  resolutions  more  worthy  of  liis  own 
and  the  dignity  of  his  country. 

On  the  day  next  siicceedina-  the  date  of  his  letter 
from  the  same  place  the  Commodore  writes  me. 

"  I  cannot  but  applaud  the  en<?rgy  and  persever- 
ance that  has  characterized  your  progress  through  a 
series  of  perplexing  and  discouraging  difficulties  to 
the  attainment  of  the  object  of  your  research — an  at- 
tainment which  I  am  disposed  to  consider  as  a  fair 
presage  to  future  success — -'' 

Success  in  what?  The  cooperation  !  In  what 
manner  ?  This  is  explained  by  the  Commodore's  re- 
iterated resolution  to  withhold  his  sanction  from  any 
specific  or  definite  engagement  with  Hamet  Bashaw, 
and  by  his  unqualified  confession  of  our  vieivs  m 
♦favoring  the  cause  of  the  exiled  Prince  as  an  in- 
^trument  only  to  the  attainment  of  an  object  ;  that  this 
object  is  a  sepa,rate  peace  with  his  rival ;  and  that, 
this  object  obtanied,  we  would  withdraw  from  him 
our  succor. — 

Struck  himself  with  the  discouraging  and  dishon= 
orable  conditions  here  imposed  of  what  he  calls  a  co- 
operation,  he  adds  by  way  of  injunction — 

"  You  will  Wilt  however  conclude  that  these  con- 
siderations, important  and  necessary  as  they  are, 
ought  to  induce  us  at  once  to  abandon  the  benefits 
which  the  measures  you  have  adopted  seem  to  prom- 
ise." &Cc 
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Benefits  were  already  anticipated  from  tlie  meas- 
ures we  bad  thus  far  pursued  ;  and  the  plain  con- 
struction of  this  and  the  following  periods  of  |Ji8 
sam?  letter  enjoins  it  on  me  to  persevere  in  those 
measures  ;  and  by  way  of  encouragement^  the  Com- 
modore pledges  himself  to  give  us  the  most  active 
and  vigorous  supjyortfroiri  Ms  squadron  so  soon  as 
the  season  and  arrangements  would  j-ermit  him  to 
appear  in  force  before  the  eneimfs  iva.lls — and,  in 
case  of  our  successful  progress^  to  give  tlie  Basliaw' 
"  Every  support  by  a  systematic  union  of  operations 
so  as  to  enable  him  to  come  on  the  rear  of  the  cne- 
|ny — '^ 

We  did  persevere — and  our  success,  considering 
the  obstacles  we  had  to  encounter  and  the  means  af- 
forded to  overcome  them,  exceeded  our  calculations. 
What  then  became  of  the  most  active  and  vigorous 
support  of  the  squadron  ;  and  sijstematic  union  of 
operations  ?  The  instant  the  efl'ect  of  our  success- 
es discovered  itself,  through  the  alarmed  solicitude 
of  the  enemy,  a  messenger  of  peace  is  sent  to  meet 
the  overtures  of  the  panic  struck  Joseph  BashaW', 
and  to  l)id  him  be  under  no  apprelicnsions  ;  while 
our  too  credulous  ally  is  sacrificed  to  a  policy  at  the 
recollection  of  which  honor  recoils  and  humanity 
bleeds. 

''  I  am"  savs  the  Commodore  "  too  unwell  to 
write  W'itli  mv  own  hand''.  It  was  needless  for  him 
to  add  this  :  it  was  easily  perceivable  by  the  drift 
and  composition  of  the  communication  :  there  is  no 
feature  of  Barron's  manlv  sonl  to  be  traced  in  it. 
It  is  the  w  ork  of  a  Machiavelian  commissioner,  into 
■'.vhose  infiuence  the  Commodore  had  yielded  his 
mind  through  the  infirmity  of  bodily  w-eakness.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact,  that  at  this  period,  he  had  been 
nearly  six  months  unable  to  remain  on  shipboard, 
and  so  debilitated  by  a  painful  and  vrasting  illness, 
that  he  scarcely  retained  the  remembrance  of  occur- 
rences  from  day  to  day.  This  commissioner,  in  or- 
der to  take  advantage  of  that  circumstance,  aiTeclcd 
lobe  averse  to  peace,  and  an  advocate  f or  excftipla- 
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vy  measures.  The  sequel  will  show  a  specimen  of 
his  sincerity.  It  is  only  proper  to  observe  here^ 
that  though  the  iustructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
navy  left  an  entire  discretion  in  the  Commodore, 
concerning  the  cooperation  in  view,  Mr.  Lear  co)i- 
firmed  him  in  his  doubts,  tliat  the  discretion  to  act 
and  to  apply  the  means  of  acting  were  distinct ;  and 
that  the  sum  appropriated  to  this  object  was  limited 
to  S  20,000 — Evidence,  nevertheless^  that  govern- 
ment had  calculated  upon  it. 

On  the  23d  March,  tlie  Corjmodore,  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  Capt.  Hull,  states, 

'•  As  you  will  perceive  by  my  letter  to  Mr.  Ea- 
ton, I  have  left  the  application  of  these  succors  and 
consequently  the  responsibility  wholly  to  him,  which 
I  conceive  proper,  as  well  on  account  of  his  having 
the  chief  direction  of  the  land  operations,  as  that  by 
the  time  you  arrive  on  the  coast  he  will  have  it  in 
his  power  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  chances  of 
success,  and  thence  liow  far  it  is  safe  aiul  expedient 
to  pursue  the  object.'^ 

I  revert  to  this  clause  in  the  Commodore's  instruc- 
tion to  Capt.  Hull,  to  corroborate  ^vhat  my  former 
communications  stated — that  an  understanding  sub- 
sisted between  the  comma,nder  in  chief  and  myself, 
that  I  should  go  forward  and  exercise  discretionary 
measures  for  bringing  Hamet  Bashav/  f5>rward  with 
all  his  iniiaence  in  order  to  intercept  supplies  to  the 
enemy  from  the  country,  and  to  cut  ofi  !.is  escape  in 
the  rear.  Mr.  Lear  has  misrepresented  this  fact  at 
Malta,  and  elsewhere. 

Though  the  communications  Vvhich  came  forward 
from  the  Commodore  by  Capt.  Hull,  and  wliich  were 
delivered  me  at  Bomba,  were  extremely  discourag- 
ing, I  could  find  nothing  in  them  which  would  justify 
an  abandonment,  on  my  part,  of  the  expedition  thus 
far  conducted.  But  after  we  had  gained  possession 
of  Derne,  and  still  more  so  after  liaving  ])eaten  the 
enemy's  army  in  that  province  and  opened  our  way 
to  the  gates  of  Tripoli^  I  could  not  but  hope  the  Com- 
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Biodore  would  take  coufidence  from  those  successes 
aud  be  animated  to  push  his  operations  by  a  system- 
atic union.  What  then  ought  to  have  been  my  as- 
tonishment to  receive^  on  the  1st  June,  his  letter  of 
19tli  May,  containing  the  following  periods. 

"  If  the  Bashaw,  after  having  been  put  in  posses- 
sion of  Derne,  his  former  government,  and  the  district 
in  which  his  interest  is  said  to  be  most  powerful,  has 
not  in  himself  energy  and  talent,  and  is  so  destitute 
of  means  and  resources  as  not  to  be  able  to  move  on 
with  successful  progress,  seconded  by  our  naval  force 
acting  on  the  coast,  he  must  be  held  unworthy  of 
further  support,  and  the  cooperation  as  a  measure  too 
expensive  and  too  little  pregnant  with  hope  and  ad- 
vantage to  justify  its  further  prosecution.^^ 

"  In  short.  Sir,  the  matter  reduces  itself  to  this. 
We  are  ready  and  willing  to  support  the  Bashaw  by 
an  union  of  operations  on  the  coast  so  long  as  the 
war  with  Tripoli  continues,  but  his  Excellency  must 
l>e  explicitly  informed  that  our  supplies  of  money, 
arms,  and  provision  are  at  an  end,  and  that  he  must 
now  depend  on  his  own  resources  and  exertions." 

■'*  In  consequence  of  recent  advices  from  Tripoli,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  Consul  Gen- 
eral, Col.  Lear,  (now  at  this  place)  my  candid  opinion 
that  the  present  is  a  moment  highly  favorable  to  treat 
of  peace  ;  and  a  communication  has  just  been  hand^ 
cd  me  from  that  gentleman  expressing  liis  determina- 
tion to  meet  the  overtures  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  so 
far  as  to  found  on  it  the  commencement  of  a  negocia- 
tion,  and  to  proceed  to  Tripoli  in  the  Essex  frigate 
ill  the  course  of  the  week.  From  a  variety  of  con- 
^•urring  circumstances  the  present  period  appears 
propitious  to  such  a  step.'^ 

This  letter  labors  ingeniously  to  find  some  pretext 
for  deserting  Hamet  Bashaw  at  the  very  moment  we 
profit  of  liis  operations  and  his  influence  to  secure 
peace  to  ourselves. — But  the  ingenuity  of  the  piece 
Is  not  sufficient  to  disguise  the  hypocricy  of  the  de- 
sign— We  are  still  to  amuse  the  Exile  with  an  idea  of 


/ 


GEN.    EATON.  SS3' 

eooperation  and  union  of  operation  on  the  coast  at 
the  very  moment  that  a  pending  negociation  necessa- 
rily suspends  all  hostile  operations  on  the  part  of  our 
commander  in  chief. — But  this  was  a  moment  highly 
favorable  to  treat  of  peace.     What   rendered  it  so  ? 
At  the  period  this  candid  opinion  is  expressed  by  the 
Commodore  he  had  not  seen  Tripoli  (luring  the  last 
.  eight  months,  nor  ever  within  gun  shot ;  some  of  his 
i^igates  had  not  ever  been  nearer  it  than  Malta ;  sel- 
dom if  ever  more  than  two  of  them  cruising  off  the 
port  and  generally  not  but  one  ;  his  squadron  had 
never  been  displayed  to  the  enemy's  view  ;  nor  a 
shot  exchanged  with  the  batteries  of  Tripoli  since 
Commodore  Preble  left  the  coast,  except  enpassant  : 
and,  what  is  a  truth  equally  demonstrable,  no  visible 
preparations  were  making  at  head  quarters  for  the 
investment  the  ensuing  summer  which  could  give  the 
enemy  any  uneasiness.     The  Commodore,  I  am  sen- 
sible, was  too  much  an  invalid  to  take  an  active  part 
in  an  expedition.     But  was  he  so  destitute  of  energy 
of  mind  as  to  be  incapable  of  directing'  its  opera- 
tions ?  and  had   he   no    commander  in  the  fleet  to 
whom  he  could  confide  the  conduct  of  an  expectation 
under  his  own  direction  ?  If  destitute  of  thosC  capac- 
ities liimself,   his  counsellers  possessed  them — and 
it  would  have  cost  them  no  more  exercise  of  mind 
to  encourage  them  to  derange  plans. 

But  the  theatre  of  the  war  was  transferred  to  the 
eastern  provinces.     Why  not  then  support  us  there 
with  the  means  of  subsistence   and  detachments   of 
marines  ?  All  that  was  now  necessary  was   to  sup- 
port us  and   shotv  himself.     The  idea  of  this  step 
surpassing  his  authority  is  ridiculous,  and  could  not 
liave  originated  with  him — What  !  A  commander  in 
chief  without  authority  to  make  discretional  disposi- 
tions of  his  forces  and  the  means  of  subsisting  them  ? 
It  is  objected  that  the  services  of  the  officers  were  all 
to  be  called  for  on  board  their  respective   ships  as 
soon  as  offensive  measures   ivere  entered  upon.     In 
a  bombardment  or  a  cruise,  marines  are   of  little 
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more  use  in  a  man  of  war  than  cavalry  or  pioneers  ; 
and  while  the  vessels  are  laying  in  port  they  are  us- 
ed only  as  badges  of  rank  and  machines  of  ceremo- 
ny*    Why  not  send  them  where  they  could  be  use- 
ful^ at  least  till  offensive  measures  ivere  entered  up- 
on P  Gentleineu  of  that  corps,  I  am  well  assured,  ac- 
tuated, like  tljieir  brethren  of  the  navy,  by  a  manly 
zeal  to  distinguish  themselves,  were  ready  to  volun- 
teer in  the   expedition— And   it   did  not  require  a 
greater  latitude  of  discretion  to  indulge  them  the  per- 
mission to  fight   at  Derne  than  to  furlough  them  on 
parties  of  ^)leasure  at  Catania  :  and  they  might  have 
been  subsisted  chea])er  on  the  coast  than  at  any  port 
in  Italy.     Eut  we  were  compelled  to   sacrifice  forty 
five  days  at  that  post,  fixed,  within  an  hour's  march 
of  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  without  the  power  of 
attacking  them  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  suc- 
cess ;  and  only  for  the  want  of  200  bayonets  !  would 
such  a  detachment  have  defeated  the  great  operations 
carrying  on  by  the  squadron  ? 

When  peace  w  as  finally  resolved  upon,  what  were 
the  provisions  mad(i  for  the  brave  men  who  had 
fought  our  battles  in  theoiemy's  country,  and  who  had 
contributed  in  rendering  this  moment  propitious  to 
such  an  event  P — Supplies,  indeed,  are  sent  out  foi* 
the  Christians  under  my  command  ;  but  the  alterna- 
tive left  me  to  perish  with  tha  Mahometans  uuilev 
my  command  or  desert  them  to  their  solitary  fate  and 
abandon  my  post  like  a  coward  ! 

This  is  the  first  instance  I  ever  heard  of  a  relie:^ 
ious  test  being  requu-ed  to  entitle  a  soldier  to  his  ra- 
tions ;  and  the  only  one  of  an  ally  being  devoted  to 
destruction  with  so  little  necessity  and  with  so  much 
cool  blood.  Is  all  this  to  be  ascribed  to  the  debili- 
tated state  of  the  Commodore's  system  ?  I  am  per- 
suaded it  is.  And  for  this  reason  I  cannot  but  feci 
that  the  persons  near  him,  who  dictated. his  measures 
as  well  as  his  stile  (he  says  in  this  letter  also  he  can 
not  write  himself)  are  deeply  reprehensible  for  adopt 
lug  pacific  measures  so  prematurely,  under  circum- 
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stances  so  favorable  to  coercion  and  on  condi- 
tiojis  so  dissonant  to  the  general  toHC  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  country. — They  ought  at  least  to  have  sus- 
pended those  measures  until  advices,  which  would  nat- 
urally be  expected  after  the  return  and  representations 
of  Commodore  Preble,  from  the  head  of  t)ie  Depart- 
ment. The  season  for  naval  operations  had  hardly 
opened,  and  the  delay  of  two  or  three  months  could 
work  no  probable  disadvantages  in  our  affairs,  even 
should  no  advice  have  come  forward — But,  as  pro- 
visions mere  made  at  home,  had  the  subject  been 
considered  with  due  influence  over  measures,  we 
might  with  great  certainty  have  calculated  on  taking 
possession  of  Tripoli  and  of  the  enemy's  person. — In- 
deed, I  do  firmly  believe  we  might  have  done  it  with 
the  means  we  did  originally  possess,  had  those  means 
been  properly  directed  into  action  ;  and  this  without 
any  considerable  sacrifice  on  our  part. — Some  lives 
might,  and  probably  would  have  been  lost ;  but  when 
a  man  accepts  a  sword  and  bears  on  h^s  shoulders 
badges  of  the  co?ifidence  of  his  country  he  ought 
no  longer  to  calculate  on  dying  in  a  feather  bed. 

After  our  commissioner  had  arrived  at  Tripoli 
and  had  opened  a  communication  with  Joseph  IBash- 
aw,  the  command  of  tiie  squadron  being  transfer- 
red to  Captain  Rodger s,  some  disagreement  occurred 
which  broke  off  the  intercourse.  At  this  crisis  Cap- 
tain Dent  arrived  off  Tripoli,  being  dispatched  by 
the  late  Conimcdore,  with  information  to  the  acting 
Commodore  of  the  reinforcement  of  gun  boats  and 
bomb  ketches  having  arrived  in  the  Mediterranean 
from  the  United  States  ;  and  with  my  letter  of  15th 
May  stating  our  success  against  the  enemy's  army 
in  the  eastern  province.  Captain  Dent  was  also  au- 
thorized to  assure  tlie  commodore  of  my  determina- 
tion to  hold  our  position  at  Derne  until  something  def- 
inite should  be  decided  in  our  affairs.  Here  then  was 
a  fair  opportunity  for  the  acting  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers  to  have  distinguished  himself;  to  have  set  an 
example  to  all  tributary  nations  by  chastising  the  te. 
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merity  of  a  Barbary  pirate  ;  and  to  liave  rendered  a 
most  important  service  to  Ins  country.  Why  he  did 
not  profit  of  the  occasion  can  only  be  accounted  for 
by  presuming  that  he  was  discouraged  by  the  com- 
missioner of  peace,  and  by  liim  led  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  became  his  duty  to  govern  himself  by  the 
posthumous  opinions  of  his  predecessor — knowing  as 
every  one  does,  the  patriotism,  personal  energy  and 
laudable  ambition  of  Captain  Rodgers,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  conceive  any  other  reason  for  liis  not  seiz- 
ing so  great  an  occasion  to  have  done  a  signal  honor 
to  his  flag  and  to  have  immortalized  himself. 

1  am,  indeed,  at  loss  for  reasons  why  Mr.  Lear  a- 
bandoned  these  high  grounds  after  having  affected  so 
much  engagedness  for  exemjilavif  measures.  But 
the  negociation  was  resumed  and  peace  purchased  / 
And  on  the  6th  June  this  commissioner  states  to  me 
offici-til  information  of  the  transaction. 

'^  The  Bashaw's  demands'^  says  he,  -^  were 
200,000  dollars  for  peace  and  ransom,  &c. — whicli 
terms  were  at  once  rejected  in  toto  :*' — and  ''  after 
some  discussion"  he  adds,  '^  I  proposed  that  a  mutu- 
al exchange  of  prisoners  should  take  place,  and  as 
he  had  a  balance  of  more  than  two  hundred  in  his 
power,  I  would  give  him  60,000  dollars  for  them ; 
but  not  a  cent  for  peace,"  &c. 

On  these  terms,  peace  was  definitively  concluded. 
But  this  statement,  adoj)ted  in  its  literal  sense,  is  an 
imposition  on  the  understanding  of  the  public.  It  is, 
indeed,  literally  true  that  a  biuance  of  prisoners  of 
icar  was  in  Joseph  Bashaw's  power — but  we  iiad  in 
our  power,  being  actually  in  our  possession,  the  cap- 
ital of  the  largest  province  of  his  dominions  contain- 
ing between  twelve  and  fifteen  thousand  souls. 
Could  not  this  have  been  exchanged  for  SOO  prison- 
ers of  war  ?  Was  the  attempt  made  ?  It  is  manifest 
the  enemy  dispaired  of  recovering  it  by  force  of  arms. 
And,  so  far  from  not  giving  a  cent  for  'peace ^  as  as- 
serted by  the  commissioner — ^^  e  gave  a  kingdom  for 
peace.     Tripoli  was  in  our  power ;  and  with  no  very 
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•extraordinary  effort  it  might  have  been  also  in  our 
hands.  The  enemy  felt  a  convietion  of  this,  and 
did  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  it  in  the  presence  of 
the  commissioner  ;  and  the  latter  lias  since  expressed 
to  me  his  own  belief  in  the  feasibility  of  the  enter- 
prize  ;  but  he  advances  at  the  same  time  as  argu- 
ment for  concluding  the  peace  in  tlie  manner  he  did, 
and  witli  such  prospects  before  us,  that  ive  wishedio 
make  peace  with  a  man  who  would  have  the  ahiliiy 
to  keep  it.  If  parricide,  fatricide,  treason,  perfidy 
to  treaty  already  experienced  and  systematic  piracy 
be  characteristic  guarantees  of  good  faith,  Mr.  Lear 
has  chosen  the  fittest  of  the  two  brothers  for  his  man 
of  confidence.  Their  ability  to  keep  the  peace  is 
less  essential  than  ours  to  maintain  it  :  undoubtedly 
nothing  but  terror  would  bnid  either  of  them,  nor  any 
other  Barbary  chief,  to  a  faithful  observance  of  trea- 
ty stipulation.  Our  negociator  ought  however  to 
have  considered  that  Hamet  Bashaw's  wavS  the  pop- 
ular cause,  and  that  this  cause  is  fast  gaining  ground 
in  Barbarv.  It  was  Ihe  cause  of  liherty— of  free- 
dom.  He  ouglit  to  have  considered  that  to  cede  the 
advantageous  position  we  held  could  not  but  make 
the  desire  of  peace  appear  like  too  much  of  an  ob- 
ject with  us  and  could  not  but  leave  an  impression  of 
weakness  or  want  of  spirit  on  our  character.  It 
would  be  hard  to  suspect  our  commissioner  of  inten- 
tional fraud  on  the  United  States  in  his  generosity 
with  Joseph  Bashaw  ;  but  it  is  harder  to  reconcile 
his  needless  concessions  and  prodigalities  to  ihc  tes.t 
of  patriotism. 

Although  Mr.  Lea,r  would  never  admit  that  our 
operations  in  the  eastern  provinces  had  any  infiuence 
on  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy,  and  although  he 
made  it  a  condition  of  his  entering  upon  a  negocia- 
tion  that  the  Co?nmodore  should  take  measures  to 
compel  the  evacuation  of  Derne  ;  yet  in  a  paroxysm 
of  candor,  he  expresses  himself  thus  in  his  letter  a- 
bove  (quoted.— 
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''  I  found  that  the  heroic  bravery  of  our  few  coun- 
tryuieu  at  Derne,  and  the  idea  thai  we  had  a  large 
force  and  immense  supplies  at  that  place  had  made  a 
deep  impression  on  the  Bashaw  ;  I  kept  up  that  idea, 
and  endeavored,  from  thence  to  make  some  arrange- 
ments favorable  to  his  brother,  who,  although  not 
found  to  be  the  man  whom  many  had  supposed,  was 
yet  entitled  to  some  consideration  from  us.  But  I 
found  this  was  impracticable,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
would  drive  him  to  measures  which  might  prove  fa- 
tal to  our  countrymen  in  his  power." 

The  reasons  here  assigned  for  the  deejp  impression 
made  on  the  Bashaw  are  not  strictly  true.  It  was  im- 
possible to  conceal  from  the  enemy  our  real  force  at 
Derne.  The  late  Governor  had  obtained  exact  in- 
formation of  it  before  he  escaped  from  his  sanctua- 
ry— and  the  enemy  themselves  reconnoitered  us  al- 
most daily.  Besides  this,  it  was  impossible  for  us 
totally  to  prevent  communications  l)etween  the  town 
and  the  camp.  Is  it  probable  that  a  garrison  of  one 
hundred  Cliristians  on  the  coast,  left  totally  destitute 
ofsupplieSy  could  of  itself  impress  such  deep  appre- 
hensions ?  For  shame  let  iis  not  admit  this,  so  much 
the  more  humiliating  our  conditions  of  peace  !  No  ; 
it  was  a  dread  i>f  the  revolution,  moved  by  Hamet 
Bashaw,  being  biouglit  to  his  capital  through  our 
assistance,  that  made  the  imjiression  on   the  enemy. 

But  the  apprehensiim  insinuated  by  Mr.  Lear, 
tliat  endeavoring  to  profit  of  this  circumstance  in  fa- 
vor of  the  legitimate  Prince  might  prove  fatal  to  oar 
countrymen  in  his  poiver  betrays  ignorance,  pusilan- 
imity  or  design.  Or  if  menaces  were  used  to  im- 
press such  an  apprehension  it  can  hardly  be  admitted 
as  sufficient  reason  for  bartering  the  honor  of  our 
country,  and  deserting  the  interest  of  an  ally — for,  if 
he  had  not  already  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
rhodomontade  of  Joseph  Bashaw's  character,  a  com- 
mon observance  of  the  operations  of  human  nature 
raight  have  taught  him,  (hat  man  seldom  meditates 
vengeance  v/hen  disjrolution  glares  him  in  fhv  face. 
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nor  violates  the  rights  of  nature  and  the  laws  of  na* 
tions  when  certain  destruction  awaits  liitn. 

In  this  case,  however,  the  experiment  had  been 
fairly  tried,  and  this  bravado's  resolution  put  to  tlie 
test  by  Commodore  Preble.  That  Bashaw  threaten- 
ed him,  and  swore  by  the  solemnity  of  his  religion  to 
put  every  one  of  our  countrymen  to  death  who  were 
in  Tripoli  if  the  Commodore  fired  a  shot  into  his  bat- 
teries. Did  he  put  the  threat  in  execution  ?  On  the 
contrary ;  when  ever  that  determined  commander 
approached  his  walls,  after  the  first  attack,  the  terru 
hie  Bashaw's  first  care  was  to  provide  for  liis  own 
safety  ;  and  he  uniformly  took  refuge  at  his  gardens 
or  in  his  bomb  proof — and,  all  cxpei'ience  has  taught 
us,  that  the  more  roughly  he  was  handled  and  the 
nearer  danger  approached  him,  the  more  tractable  he 
Tias  been  rendered. 

But  if  the  idea  of  our  large  force  and  unmense  sup- 
plies  at  Derne,  or  more  honestly  our  transactions 
with  his  brotiier,  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
Bashaw,  as  it  manifestly  did,  was  tiiis  the  first  in- 
stant of  the  commissioner  being  apprized  of  it  ?  If  so 
he  had  neglected  his  duty;  for  it  was  notorious  to 
everv  other  American  officer  in  the  Mediterranean — 
and  he  ought  to  have  known  it  and  to  liave  made  an 
honorable  use  of  it :  instead  of  which  he  proceeds — 
^^  I  therefore  engaged,  of  course,  that  on  tiie  con- 
clusion of  peace,"  (for  which  he  gave  not  a  cent  !) 
^'  we  should  withdraw  all  our  forces  from  Derne  and. 
other  parts  of  his  dominions,  and  the  Bashaw  engag- 
es, thiit  if  his  brother  withdraws  himself  quietly  from 
his  dominions,  his  wife  and  family  should  be  restor- 
ed to  him.'' 

He  goes  further.  He  really  not  only  negoeiates 
Hamet  Bashaw  out  of  liis  own  territories^  hut  pledg- 
es the  faith  of  the  United  S.ates  to  carry  the  slipula- 
tioa  into  execution ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  secretly 
convenes  with  Josepli  Bashaw  that  the  fulfilment  of 
his  engagement  in  tliis  article  shall  never  be  made  a 
subject  matter  of  consideration.     Wus  Mr.  Lear  sent 
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out  to  cooperate  with  Joseph  Bashaw  !  Or  is  this  a 
crisis  in  the  circumstances  of  the  United  States 
which  renders  darkness  and  duplicity  necessary  to 
our  political  safety  or  existence  ?  Is  it  possible  that 
any  thing  can  render  it  so,  in  favor  of  a  piratical 
chieftain  of  a  Barbary  garrison  whom  one  frigate 
and  a  few  tenders  had  so  often  driven  from  his  strong 
holds  ?  If  so,  it  ought  to  appear  to  justify  our  con- 
duct to  tjie  world. 

^Our  commissiouer  closes   his  communication   to 
me — 

"  I  pray  you  will  accept  yourself,  and  present  to 
Mr.  O^Bannon,  and  our  brave  countrymen  with  you, 
my  sincere  congratulations,  on  an  event  which  your 
and  their  heroic  bravery  has  tended  to  render  so  lion- 
orable  to  our  country.'^ 

After  having  subscribed  to  a  treaty  the  conditions 
of  whicb,  under  the  then  existing  circumstances,  re- 
flects a  wound  on  our  national  dignity  ;  and  after 
having  seized  an  occasion  to  use  me  as  an  instrument 
to  the  attainment  of  tiiis  acquisition  as  he  seems  to 
(liink  it,  he  evidently  flatters  himself  he  shall  absorb 
my  just  sense  of  indignation  and  chagrin  in  a  plausi- 
ble paragraph  of  fulsome  adulation. 

Whatever  may  be  considered,  by  capacities  capa- 
ble of  judging  correctly,  tlie  merit  or  demerit  of  my 
condfict,  I  beg  you  Avill  entertain  a  more  favorable 
opinion  of  my  ]iride  than  to  suppose  I  ever  lived  a 
moment  when  I  should  have  tiiought  it  an  honor  to 
receive  a  military  compliment  from  the  jirovlsioval 
C'olonel  Lear — 

A  Colonel  **--^^*^^*** 

*^  Who  never  set  a  squadron  in  the  field, 

*^  Nor  the  division  of  a  battle  knows, 

^'  More  tliau  a  spihstor.'^ 

Of  one  thing  I  am  confident — If  there  be  any  hon- 
or or  advantage  in  the  peace,  a  sliare  of  the  merit 
rannot  be  rerni^ed  to  those  whose  exertions  influenced 
the  event.  If  it  has  been  too  precipitately  concluded, 
aad  all  the  advantages  not  secured  whicli   situations 
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offered,  it  was  not  my  fault : — It  was  my  invariable 
opinion,  and  I  invariably  endeavored  to  impress  it 
both  by  argument  and  effort,  that  the  measure  ought 
to  be  delayed  until  all  our  means  of  chastisement 
were  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy. — But  the  instru- 
ment the  most  imposing,  that  which  the  enemy  un- 
doubtedly greatly  dreaded,  and  i^n  which  our  country 
had  fixed  its  chief  hope  and  reposed  its  honor,  never 
appeared  in  the  field — our  Squadron  !  And  our 
Commissioner  negociated  out  of  our  hands  a  Post  in 
the  enemy's  dominions,  next  in  population  and  con- 
sequence to  his  capital,  without   any  equivalent 

WHATEVER. 

Thus,  though  it  was  our  business,  and  though  we 
had  most  amply  the  means  to  dismantle  the  enemy  ; 
instead  of  this,  we  have  established  him  in  a  more 
safe  situation  to  do  us  and  mankind  mischief,  than 
he  possessed  before  the  war  :  or  than  he  could  have 
possessed  without  the  war  ;  for,  by  expelling  his  ri- 
val, we  have  relieved  him  of  his  most  dangerous  ad- 
versary. He  has  gained  a  kingdom — what  have  we 
gained  by  the  war  ! 

However  the  Peace  may  be  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  here  are 
circumstances  in  which  both  our  interest  and  our 
honor  are  so  deeply  involved  that  tliey  cannot  but  in- 
duce an  enquiry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
very  respectfully ^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
WILTJAM  EATON. 
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P.  S.  LIST  of  the  naval  force  wliieli  might  have 
been  employed  before  Tripoli  by  the  middle  of  July, 
actually  at  the  rendezvous  at  Syracuse  the  fourth  and 
eleventh. 


FRIGATES. 

1  President, 

44  guns 

2  Constitution, 

44 

3  Congress, 

36 

4  Constellation, 

36 

5  Essex, 

S2 

6  John  Adams, 

3S 

JBRIGS. 

1  Argus, 

Ig 

2  Syren, 

18 

3  Vixen, 

14 

4  Franklin, 

8 

SCHOONERS. 

1  Enterprize, 

14 

S  Nautilus, 

14 

SLOOP. 

1  Hornet, 

8 

Carrying  in  all  318  guns  and 
mortars. 
Gun  Boats  and  ketches  from  the  United  States. 
No.  1  not  sailed. 
Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 
7  uot  arrived. 
Nos.  8,  9. 

Gun  Eoats  from  Tripoli,  2 

Gun  Boats  from  the  Adriatic.         6 
Total  number  of  guns,  including  33  belonging  to 

the  gun  boats,  351. 
Commodore  Preble  attacked  Tripoli   successfully 
with  less  than  one  third  this  force  :  and  with  no  col- ' 
lateral  circumstances  in  his  favor. 
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©EN.  Eaton  left  Syracuse  Aug.  6tb,  touched  at 
Malta,  Timis^  Gribraltar  and  Madeira,  and  arrived 
at  Hampton  J^aads,  in  the  Chesapeake,  in  Novem- 
ber.  On  his  way  to  Washington  he  spent  several 
days  at  Richmond,  where  he  was  highly  honored 
by  the  Citizens  ;  and  partook  of  a  sumptuous  public 
entertainment,  provided  to  show  him  respect. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  seat  of  government  he  was  a* 
gain  honored  with  a  public  dinner.  The  President,  - 
in  his  Message  to  Congress,  made  honorable  men- 
tion of  his  merit  and  services.  Throughout  the  U- 
nited  States  his  name  stood  exalted  :  never  perhaps 
before  did  that  of  any  individual  rise  so  rapidly 
and  to  such  an  atitude.  He  was  considered  as 
having,  by  his  prowess  and  enterprise,  compelled 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  to  make  peace  :  while  the 
the  general  sentiment  entertained  was,  that,  had  not 
Lear  thus  hastily  made  a  treaty,  he  must,  if  proper- 
ly sustained  by  the  naval  force  then  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, in  a  short  time  have  been  master  of  the  king- 
dom of  Tripoli,  and  have  ])een  enabled  to  make  his 
own  terms  of  peace,  as  well  as  to  have  settled  our 
concerns  on  the  Barbary  coast,  so  as  to  prevent  here- 
after tln3  necessity  of  tribute. 

Being  unreserved  in  the  expression  of  his  senti- 
mants  with  regard  to  Lear,  who,  from  some  cause, 
was  determinedly  upheld  by  the  administration,  he 
unvvitiingly  created  enemies.  In  the  social  circles 
ai  Washington  he  was  not  at  all  times  guarded  in 
his  regimen  ;  and  when  occasionally  heated  by  those 
excesses  which  afterwards  became  almost  habitual, 
his  egotism,  rashness  and  authorative  manners,  excit- 
ed disgust  ill  the  minds  of  many. 

In  December  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  family  in  Brim- 
field.  On  his  way,  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere, 
he  was  treated  with  great  attention  and  respect,  by 
invitations  to  public  dinners  and  other  expressions 
of  esteem.     He  soon  after  returned  to  Washington.. 

A  resoliition  was  bronght  forward  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  for  presenting 
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liim  with  a  medal,  in  testiraony  of  his  enterprise, 
courage  and  signal  services.  This  resolution  was 
debated  with  no  inconsiderable  warmth.  The 
principal  speakers  in  opposition  to  its  passage  were 
the  celebrated  Mr.  J.  Randolph  and  Mr.  J.  Clay  of 
Pennsylvania.  These  gentlemen  represented  the 
whole  proceedings  of  Eaton,  and  his  engagement 
at  Derne,  as  a  trivial  occurrence,  unwortliy  the  pub- 
lic expression  of  thanks  by  the  House.  A  small 
majority  were  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  postponed  from  time  to  time,  but 
never  passed. 

In  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  he  received  a 
treatment  very  diflFerent  from  that  received  in  the  na- 
tional legislature.  With  a  liberality  highly  honora- 
ble to  that  State,  its  legislature  passed  the  following 
Resolve. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In  Senate,  Feb.  25th^  1806. 

WHEREAS  in  a  rishig  Republic,  it 
is  highly  important  to  cherish  tbat  patriotism  which 
conquers  a  love  of  ease,  of  pleasure  and  of  wealth, 
which  prompts  individuals  to  a  love  of  their  country, 
and  induces  them  to  embrace  every  opportunity  to 
advance  its  prosperity  and  happiness,  as  well  by  a- 
meliorating  the  fate  of  those  citizens  whom  the  for- 
tune of  war  has  thrown  into  captivity,  as  by  cheerfully 
contributing  to  its  support  and  defence  :  And  where- 
as the  love  of  enterprise,  when  guided  by  a  just  sense 
of  propriet}^  and  benevolence,  may  become  the  par- 
ent of  many  virtues,  and  a  state  is  sometimes  in- 
debted for  its  safety,  to  the  virtues  and  undaunted 
courage  of  a  single  man. 

And  whereas  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  this  Commonwealth,  are  desirous  to  perpet- 
uate a  remembrance  of  the  heroic  enterprise  of  W  il- 
liam  Eaton,  Esq.  while  engaged  intlic  service  of  the 
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United  States,  whose  undaunted  courage  and  brilliant 
services,  so  eminently  contributed  to  release  a  large 
number  of  his  fellow  citizens,  late  prisoners  in  Trip- 
oli, from  the  chains  of  slavery,  and  to  restore  them 
to  freedom,  their  country,  and  their  friends  ;-^there- 
fore 

RESOLVED,  tliat  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of 
eastern  lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed,  to  convey  to  William  Eaton,  Esq.  a  citi- 
zen of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, a  tract  of  land  to  contain  ten  thousand  acres, 
cf  any  of  the  unappropriated  land  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  the  District  of  Maine  ;  excepting  the  ten 
townships  on  Penobscot  river. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  William 
Eaton,  Esq.  an  authentic  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Sent  doivnfor  concurrence^ 

H.  G.  OTIS,  President 

In  the  House  of  Representatives^  March  3^,  1806, 

Read  and  concurred^ 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 

March  '^th^  1806. 

Approved,  CALEB  STRONG 

True  Copy,  Mtesi, 

John  Avery,  Secretary, 

His  accounts,  for  many  years  standing,  with  the 
United  States,  were  unsettled.  Several  important  i- 
tems  were  considered  by  the  Department  of  State 
as  improper  for  any  other  adjudication  than  that  of 
Congress.  These  accounts  were  before  the  commit- 
tee of  claims  during  the  whole  session,  but  were  not 
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adjusted  before  its  close.  In  the  spring  he  returned 
to  Brimfield^  where  he  spent  the  summer  in  visiting 
his  friends  and  improvin^^  a  large  farm. 

At  the  next  session  of  Congress,  1806-7,  Ge^j. 
|5aton  returned  to  the  seat  of  government,  princi- 
pally for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  his  accounts. 
The  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  had  excited  great  at- 
tention and  considerable  alarm  throughout  the  union. 
Wilkiuson,  w^ho,  from  the  best  testimony  appears  to 
have  been  originally  concerned  with  Burr,  but  had 
found  it  safe  and  prudent  to  deny  the  connexion  and 
become  an  outrageous  patriot,  had  arrested  several 
persons  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  denying  them  the 
privilege  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  had  ordered 
them  transported  by  water  to  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia. Swartwout  and  Bollman,  two  of  the  per- 
sons arrested  by  Wilkinson,  arrived  at  Washington 
in  January,  I8O7. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  a  motion  was  made  by  the  United  States 
district  Attorney,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  for  a  warrant,  directing  the  Marshall  of 
the  district  to  take  the  prisoners  from  the  hands  of  the 
military,  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  the  civil  au- 
thority. As  no  specific  charge  was  made  in  the  dep- 
osition of  Wilkinson,  some  hesitation  arose  with  the 
Court  from  the  want  of  a  specific  oiTence  with  which 
to  charge  the  prisoners.  To  obtain  sucli  charge,  the 
deposition  of  Gen.  Eaton  was  demanded  ;  which 
was  given  in  tlie  following  manner. 

^^  Early  last  winter.  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  signified  to  me,  at 
this  place,  that  under  the  authority  of  the  general 
government,  he  was  organizing  a  secret  expedition 
against  the  Spanish  provinces  on  our  south  western 
borders  ;  which  expedition  he  was  to  lead,  and  in 
which  he  was  authorized  to  invite  me  to  take  the 
command  of  a  division.  I  had  never  before  been 
made  personally  acquainted  with  Col.  Burr  ;  and, 
having  for  many  years  been  employed  in  foreign  ser- 
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vice,  I  knew  but  little  about  the  estimation  this  gen- 
tleman now  held  in  the  opinion  of  his  countrymen 
and   his   government  :  the   rank  and   confidence  by 
which  he   bad  so  lately  been  distinguished,  left  me 
no  riglit  to  suspect   his  patriotism.     I   knew  him  a 
soldier.     In  case  of  war   with  the    Spanish   nation, 
which  from  the  tenor  of  the  President's   message  to 
both   houses  of  Congress  seemed  probable,  I  should 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  obey  so  honorable  a  call 
of  my   country  ;  and,  under  that  impression,  I  did 
engage  to  embark  in  the  expedition.     I  had  frequent 
interviews  with  Col.    Burr  in   this  city — and  for  a 
considerable  time  ]iis  object  seemed  to  he  to  instruct 
me,  by  maps,  and  other  information,  in  the  feasibili- 
ty of  "penetrating  to  Mexico — always  carrying  for- 
ward the  idea  that  the  measure  was  authorized  by 
government.     At  length,  some  time  in  February,  he 
began  by  degrees  to  unveil  himself.     He  reproached 
the   government   with  want   of  character,  w  ant   of 
gratitude,  and  want  of  justice.     He  seemed  desirous 
of  irritating  resentment-  in  my  breast  by  dilating  cer- 
tain injuries  he  felt  1  had  suffered   from   reflections 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
concerning  my  operations  in  Bail)ary,  and  from  the 
delays  of  government  in  adjusting  my  chams  for  dis- 
bursements on  tliat  coast  during  my  consular  agency 
at  Tunis  ;  and  he   said   he  would   point  me  to  an 
honorable  mode  of  indemnity.     1  now  began  to  en- 
tertain a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Burr  was  projecting  an 
unauthorized  military  expedition  ;  which  to  me  was 
enveloped  in  mystery  ;  and,  desirous  to  draw  an  ex- 
planation from  him,  I  sufl'ered  him  to  suppose  me  re- 
signed to  his  counsel.     He  now  laid  open   his  proj- 
ect of  revolutionising  the  w^estern  country,  separating 
it  from  the  Union,  establishing  a  monarchy  there,  of 
which  he  was  to  be  the  sovereign.  New  Orleans  to 
be  his  capital ;  organizing  a  force  on  the  Missisippij^ 
and   extending  conquest  to   Mexico.     I  suggested  a 
number  of  impediments  to  his  scheme — such  as  the 
republican  habits  of  the  citizens  of  that  countryj,  and 
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their  affection  towards  our  present  administration  of 
government ;  the  want  of  funds  5  the  resistance  he 
would  meet  from  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  on  those  frontiers  ;  and  the  opposition  of  Mi- 
randa in  case  he  should  succeed  to  repuhlicanise  the 
Mexicans. 

Mr.  Burr  found  no  difficulty  in  removing  these  ob- 
stacles— he  said  he  had^  the  preceding  season,  made 
a  tour  through  that  country,  and  had  secured  the  at- 
tachment of  the  principal  citizens  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee and  Louisiana  to  his  person,  and  his  meas- 
ures— declared  he  had  inexhaustible  resources  as  to 
funds  ;  assured  me  the  regular  army  would  act  with 
him,  and  would  he  reiaforced  by  10  or  12,000  men 
from  the  above  mentioned  states  and  territory,  and 
from  other  parts  of  the  union  ;  said  he  had  powerful 
agents  in  the  Spanisli  territory — and  as  for  Miranda, 
said  Mr.  Burr,  we  must  hang  Miranda.  He  now 
proposed  to  give  me  the  second  command  in  his  ar- 
my. I"  asked  him  who  should  have  the  chief  com- 
mand ?  He  said  General  fVilkinson.  I  observed, 
it  was  singular  that  he  should  count  on  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson ;  the  elevated  rank,  and  high  trust  he  now 
held  as  commander  in  chief  of  our  army  and  gover- 
nor of  a  province,  he  would  hardly  put  at  hazard  for 
any  precarious  prospects  of  aggrandizement.  Mr. 
Burr  said.  Gen.  Wilkinson,  balanced  in  tJie  confi- 
dence of  government,  was  doubtful  of  retaining  much 
longer  the  consideration  he  now  enjoyed,  and  was 
consequently  prepared  to  secure  to  himself  a  perma- 
nency. I  asked  Mr.  Buit  if  he  knew  Gen.  Wilkin- 
son ?  He  answered  yes  :  and  echoed  the  question. 
I  said  I  knew  him  welL  "  What  do  you  know  of 
him  ?"  said  Mr.  Burr.  I  know,  I  replied,  that 
Gen.  Wilkinson  will  act  as  Lieutenant  to  no  man  in 
existence.  '^  You  are  in  an  error,"  said  Mr.  Burr. 
•^  Wilkinson  will  act  as  Lieutenant  to  meJ^  From 
the  tenor  of  repeated  conversations  with  Mr.  Burr,  I 
was  induced  to  believe  the  plan  of  separating  the 
union  which  he  had  contemplated  had  been  commu- 
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nicated  to  and  approved  by  Greii.  Wilkinson,  (though 
I  now  suspect  it  an  artful  argument  of  seduction) 
and  he   often  expressed   a  full   confidence  that  the 
General's   influence  ;  the  offer  of  double  pay   and 
double  rations  ;  the  prospect  of  plunder  and  the  am- 
bition of  atchievement,  would   draw  the  army  into 
his  measures. — Mr.  Burr  talked  of  the  establishment 
of  an  independent  government  west  of  the  Allegha- 
ny as  a  matter  of  inherent,  constitutional  right  of  the 
people  ;  a  change    which    would    eventually  take 
place,  and  for  the  operation  of  which  the  present  cri- 
sis was  peculiarly   favorable.     There  was,  said  he, 
no  energy  in  the  government  to  be  dreaded,  and  the 
divisions  of  political  opinions  throughout   the  union 
was  a  circumstance   of  which  we  should   profit. — 
There  were  very  many  enterprising  men   among  us 
who  aspired  to  something  beyond  the  dull  pursuits 
of  civil  life,  and  who  would  volunteer  in  this  enter- 
prise, and  the  vast  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  which   oifered  to  adventurers,   and  the  mines 
of  Mexico,   would  bring  strength   to  his  standard 
from  all  quarters, 

I  listened  to  the  exposition  of  Ool.  Burr's  views 
with  seeming  acquiescence.  Every  interview  con- 
vinced me  more  and  more  that  he  had  organized  a 
deep  laid  plot  of  treason  in  the  west,  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  he  felt  fully  confident.  Till,  at 
length,  I  discovered  that  his  ambition  was  not  bound- 
ed by  the  waters  of  the  Missisippi,  and  Mexico,  but 
that  he  meditated  overthrowing  the  present  govern- 
ment of  our  country.  He  said,  if  he  could  gain  over 
the  3'larine  Corps,  and  secure  the  naval  command- 
ers, Truxton,  Preble,  Decatur  and  others,  he  icoulil 
turn  Congress  neck  and  heels  out  of  doors  ;  assassin- 
ate the  President  ;  seize  on  the  treasury  and  navij  ; 
and  declare  himself  the  protector  of  an  energetic  gov- 
ernment. 

The  honorable  tiaist  of  coiruptnig  the  marine 
corps,  and  of  sounding  commodore  Preble  and  cap- 
lain  Becator,  Col.   Burr  proposed   confiding  to  mt , 


400  LIFE   OF 

Shocked  at  this  proposition^  I  dropped  the  mask,  and 
exclaimed  against  his  views.  He  talked  of  the  de- 
graded situation  of  our  country,  and  the  necessity  of 
a  blow  by  which  its  energy  and  its  dignity  siiould  be 
restored — said,  if  that  blow  could  be  struck  here  at 
this  time,  he  was  confident  of  the  support  of  the  best 
blood  of  America.  I  told  Colonel  Burr  he  deceived 
himself  in  presuming  that  he,  or  any  other  man  could 
excite  a  party  in  this  country  w  ho  w  ould  countenance 
him  in  such  a  plot  of  desperation,  murder  and  trea- 
son. He  replied,  that  he,  peihaps,  knew  better  the 
dispositions  of  the  influential  citizens  of  this  country, 
than  I  did.  I  told  him  one  solitary  word  would 
destroy  him.  He  asked,  what  word  ?  I  answered 
Usurper  !  He  smiled  at  my  hesitation,  and  quoted 
some  great  examples  in  his  favor.  I  observed  to  liim, 
that  I  had  lately  travelled  from  one  extreme  of  the 
union  to  the  other  ;  and,  thougli  I  found  a  diversity 
of  political  opinion  among  the  people,  they  appeared 
united  at  the  most  distant  aspect  of  national  danger. 
That,  for  the  section  of  the  union  to  wiiich  I  belong- 
ed, I  would  vouch,  should  he  succeed  in  the  first  in- 
stance liere,  he  would  within  six  weeks  afterwards 
have  his  throat  cut  by  Yankee  militia. 

Though  wild  and  extravagant  Mr.  Burr's  last 
project  ;  and  though  fraught  with  premeditated 
slaughter,  I  felt  very  easy  on  the  subject,  because  its 
defeat  he  had  deposited  in  my  own  hands.  I  did 
not  feel  so  secure  concerning  that  of  disjoining  the  un- 
ion. But  the  very  interesting  and  embarrassing  situa- 
tion in  v/hich  his  communications  placed  me,  left  me, 
I  confess,  at  a  stand  to  know  how  to  conduct  myself 
with  propriety.  He  had  committed  no  overt  act  of 
aggression  against  law.  I  could  draw  notliing  from 
him  in  writing  ;  nor  could  i  learn  that  he  had  expos- 
ed his  plans  to  any  person  near  me  by  whom  my  tes- 
timony could  be  supported.  He  had  mentioned  to 
me  no  persons  who  were  principally  and  decidedly 
engaged  with  him,  except  Gen.  Wilkinson — a  Mr. 
Alston,  who  I  found  was  his  son  in  law,  and  a  Mr. 
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Ephraim  Kibby^  latt^a  Captain  of  rangers  in  Gen. 
Wayne's  army.  Satisfied  that  Mr.  Burr  was  reso- 
lute in  pushing  his  project  of  rebellion  in  the  west  of 
the  Alleghany,  and  apprehensive  that  it  was  too  well 
and  too  extensively  organized  to  be  easily  suppress- 
ed ;  though  I  dreaded  the  weiglit  of  his  character 
when  laid  in  the  balance  against  my  solitary  asser- 
tion, I  brought  myself  to  the  resolution  to  endeavor  to 
defeat  it,  by  getting  him  removed  from  among  us,  or 
to  expose  myself  to  all  consequences  by  a  disclosure 
of  his  intentions.  Accordingly,  I  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  after  some  de- 
sultory conversation,  in  which  I  aimed  to  draw  his 
view  to  the  westward,  I  used  the  freedom  to  say  to 
the  President  1  thought  Mr.  Burr  should  be  sent  out 
of  this  country — and  gave  for  reason,  that  I  believed 
him  dansrerous  in  it.  The  President  asked  where 
he  should  be  sent  ?  I  mentioned  London  and  Cadiz, 
The  President  thought  the  trust  too  important,  and 
seemed  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  Mr.  Burr's  integrity. 
I  intimated  that  no  one,  perJiaps,  had  stronger  grounds 
to  mistrust  Mr.  Burr's  moral  integrity  than  myself : 
yet,  I  believed  ambition  so  much  predominated  over 
him,  that  when  placed  on  an  eminence  and  put  on 
his  honor,  respect  to  himself  would  ensure  his  fideli- 
ty :  his  talents  were  unquestionable. 

I  perceived  the  subject  was  disagreeable  to  the 
President  ;  and  to  give  it  the  shortest  course  to  the 
point,  declared  my  concern  that  if  Jllr,  Burr  iverp. 
not  in  some  icmj  disposed  of,  ive  sJiould  within  ei:^Ji- 
teen  months,  have  an  insurrection,  ifv.ot  a  revolution 
on  the  li-aiers  of  the  Missisijjpi.  The  President  an- 
swered, that  he  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  infor- 
mation^ the  integrity  and  the  atta-chnent  to  the  union 
of  the  citizens  of  that  country,  to  admit  an  ajipre- 
hension  of  the  kind.  I  am  happy  that  events  prove 
this  confidence  well  placed.  As  no  interrogatories 
followed  my  expression  of  alarm,  I  thought  silence 
on  the  subject,  at  that  time  and  place,  became  me. 
But  I  detailed,  about  the  same  time,  the  whole  pro- 
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jects  of  Mr.  Burr  to  certain  members  of  Congi^ss, 
They  believed  Col.  Burr  capable  of  any  thing — and 
agreed  that  the  fellow  ought  to  he  hanged  ;  but 
thought  his  projects  too  chimerical  and  his  circum- 
stances too  desperate  to  give  the  subject  the  merit  of 
serious  consideration.  The  total  security  of  feeling 
in  those  to  whom  I  had  rung  the  tocsin  induced  me 
to  suspect  my  own  apprehensions  unseasonable^  or  at 
least  too  deeply  admitted  ;  and,  of  course,  I  grew 
indiflerent  about  the  subject. 

Mr.  Burr's  visits  to  me  became  less  frequent  and 
his  conversation  less  familiar.  He  .appeared  to  have 
abandoned  the  idea  of  a  general  revolution  ;  but 
seemed  bent  on  that  of  the  Missisippi ;  and  although 
I  could  perceive  symptoms  of  distrust  in  him  towards 
me,  he  manifested  great  solicitude  to  engage  me  with 
him  in  the  enterprize.  Weary  of  his  importunity, 
apd  at  once  to  convince  hlinof  my  serious  attach- 
ments, I  gave  the  following  toast  to  the  public  : 

The  Unitad  States — Palsey  to  the  brain  that 
should  plot  to  dismember,  and  Lejirocy  to  the  hand 
that  will  not  draw  to  defend  our  union  ! 

1  doubt  whether  the  sentiment  was  better  under- 
stood by  any  of  my  acquaintance  than  Colonel  Burr. 
Our  intercourse  ended  here — we  met  but  seldom 
afterward.  I  returned  to  my  farm  in  Massachusetts, 
and  thought  no  more  of  Mr.  Burr,  nor  his  empire,  till 
sometime  late  in  September  or  beginning  of  October, 
wlien  a  letter  from  Morris  Belknap,  of  Marietta,  to 
Timothy  E.  Danielson,  fell  into  my  liands  at  Brim- 
field,  which  satisfied  me  that  Mr.  Burr  had  actually 
commenced  his  preparatory  operations  on  the  Ohio. 
I  now  spoke  ])ublicly  of  the  fact — transmitted  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  Belknap  to  tlje  department  of 
state,  and  about  the  same  time,  forwarded  lhrou£:h 
the  liands  of  the  postmaster  general,  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  a  statement  in  su])stance,  of 
what  is  here  above  detailed  concerniuii;  the  Missisippi 
conspiracy  of  the  said  Col.  Aaron  Burr — which  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  formal  intelligence  rccciv- 
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ed  by  the  executive  on  the  subject  of  the  conspirator 
being  in  motion. 

I  know  not  whether  my  country  will  allow  me  the 
merit  of  correctness  of  conduct  in  this  affair.  The 
novelty  of  the  duty  might,  perhaps,  have  embarrass- 
ed stronger  minds  than  mine.  The  uprightness  of 
my  intentions  1  hope  will  not  he  questioned. 

The  interviews  between  Col.  Burr  and  myself, 
from  which  the  foregoing  statement  has  resulted, 
were  chieiiy  in  this  city  in  the  months  of  February 
and  March,  last  year. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

WasJiington  City,  Jan.  26th,  1806. 

Sworn  to  in  open  court,  this  S6th  day  of  January, 

1807.  •  *^^ 

Wm.  Brent,  Clerk. 


Some  suspicions  have  been  entertained  by  a  few, 
that  Eaton  listened  to  Burr  with  a  wavering  dispo- 
sition, or  with  sentiments  for  some  time  favorable  to 
Ms  projects.  This  how^ever  was  mere  suspicion, 
nor  was  there  even  any  evidence  adduced  to  support 
such  a  charge. 

Gen.  Eaton  firmly  believed  that  Wilkinson  was 
equally  guilty  witli  Burr  ;  as  will  appear  from  the 
^answer  to  tlie  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Wil- 
kinson to  Eaton. 

Washington^  Jan,  2Sd,  1808. 

My  Dear  Eaton, 

THE  conspiracy  formed  for  my  de- 
struction in  New  Orleans  last  spring,  of  which  I  was 
fully  apprised  at  llichmond,  at  the  time  I  was 
sounding  Powers  and  Clark  as  to  their  object  in  com- 
ing there,  has  burst  forth  in  consequence  of  ray  expo- 
sition of  the  turpitude  of  John  Randolph,  and  Clark 
being  pushed  by  his  associates   in  New  Orleans,  to 
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fulfil  his  compact  to  destroy  me.  This  villainous  ex- 
plosion which  I  dreaded  before  a  vile  corrupt  Judge;, 
with  Burr  and  his  pack  of  infernal  attorneys^  to  tor- 
ture, distort,  deform  and  misrepresent,  to  suit  the 
purpose  of  the  combination,  has  occurred  under  cir- 
cumstances, and  taken  a  course,  which  give  my  ene- 
mies and  accusers  a  claim  to  my  thanks  :  and  if  I  do 
not  prostrate  them  under  my  feet  and  repel  every 
charge  of  dishonor,  then  do  you  abjure  your  Chris- 
tian faith  and  turn  Turk  :  nay  more,  renounce  me 
forever. — The  inclosed  is  a  mero  coup  d'oeil  of  v»'hat 
is  believed — poor  Clark  his  horrid  attempt  on  my 
honor,  has  brought  forward  more  of  honor,  with  doc- 
uments to  prove  him  guilty  of  perjury  and  forgery, 
and  that  he  was  an  associate  of  the  Mexican  combi- 
nation, and  labored  to  promote  Burrs  views. 

J.  WILKINSON. 
William  Eaton. 

The  compiler  of  these  memoirs  happened  to  be 
with  GrEN.  Eaton,  in  Boston  when  this  letter  was 
received.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  doubts  of 
the  guilt  of  Wilkinson  :  he  replied  that  he  had  not  the 
least :  but  that  Wilkinson  had  ingenuity  enough  to 
escape.  To  this  letter  he  returned  the  following  an- 
swer. 

Boston,  Feb.  Qih,  1808, 
Sir, 

THE  letter  and  inclosures  you  did 
mc  the  honor  to  forward  on  the  29th  ult.  did  nut  ar- 
rive until  yesterday.  For  the  honor  of  your  cloth  ; 
for  the  nations  honor  ;  f';r  the  personal  respect  I  feel 
towards  my  former  General,  I  devoutly  wish  your 
reputation  may  come  from  the  ordeal  like  gold  seven 
times  tried  by  the  fire.  Yet  to  an  eye  which  can 
impartially  view  the  statements  as  they  come  to  tlio 
public,  doubts  cannot  but  arise. 

If  Clark  be  perjured,  he  has  nevertheless  liad  the 
address  to  work  so  much  o^  consistency  mio  his  story 
that  men,  unacquainted  with  your  character,  admit 
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suspicion.     It  will  leqiiiie  all  yonr  talent  and  inge- 
nuity to  do  away  this  susincion.      Do   you  remem- 
ber^ sir,  having  shewed  me  a  confideiitial  letter  from 
Mr.  Clark,  which  talked  of  Dukedoms  and  Frinci- 
palities  P  I  should  do  injustice  to  candor  were  I  to 
withhold  thfc  impressions  made  on  my  laind  on  the 
occasion  :  which  were  tiiat  at  one  period   you  must 
have  thought  of  a  Western  Empire  ;  but  that  ma- 
ture deliberatiou  determined  your  adherence  to  duty 
and  the  union  :  of  course  that  your  arrangements  and 
mode  of  exciting  them,  in  the  end,   were  necessary 
and  proper.     On  the  charge  of  corruption,  the  man- 
ner you  explained  tlie  receipt  of  SSO,000  of  a  Span- 
ish officer,  being  due  as  a  balance  on  a  tobacco  trade, 
smuggled  through  his   connivance,  was  satisfactory 
to  me  :  the  conduct  was  lawful  to  any  American  citi- 
zen.    Mr.  Clark  swears  there  was  yio  tobacco  specu- 
lation in  the  case  :  this  testimony  m?ist  be  invalidat- 
ed, or  my  ojpinion  must  suspend.     I  really  wait  with 
great  solicitude  the  result  of  the  important  enquiry, 

and  remain  icith  great  respect, 
Sir,  your  very  ohedient 

XVILLIAM  EATON. 


Ill  a  public  address  some  time  after,  Gen.  Eaton 
expressed  himself  thus — "  I  have  jeopardized  my 
life  and  reputation  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the 
Union  :  and,  (I  hope  to  be  forgiven.)  to  this  vigilance 
and  fidelity,  rather  than  to  movements  on  the  Sabine 
or  at  New  Orleans,  our  hero  of  Carters  mountain 
owes  his  political  if  not  personal  existence  :  for,  it 
was  not  until  my  public  exposure  luid  alarmed  Gren. 
Wilkinson  in  his  camp,  that  he,  thougli  more  than 
two  years  acquainted  with  the  treasonable  plot, 
thought  of  &etm?/i>?^'  Ins  fellow  traitor,  audbecominst 
a  patriot  hj  turning  states  evidence.'" 

During  the  month  of  February,  1807^  Gen.  Eato: 
succeeded  in  procuring  an  adjustment  of  his  ac 
counts,  by  the  paj^sap^e  of  a  bill  authorising  the   de 
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partuieiit  of  state  to  settle  them  according  to  equity  : 
but  not  till  he  had,  in  the  following  spirited  manner, 
addressed  the  Committee  of  claims,  which  address 
he  made  public. 

To  the  Honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Claims. 

Washington  City,  Feb,  9th,  1807. 

SiR; 

ON  a  review  of  the  statement,  accom- 
panying my  petition  of  SOth  Feb.  1804,  now  before 
this  honorable  Committee,  I  cannot  find  a  paragrapli 
which  needs  correction  or  modification.  That  state- 
ment surveys  the  chief  ground  and  origin  of  my 
claims.  Have  the  goodness,  sir,  to  pass  attentively 
over  it  ;  and  to  carry  forward,  in  the  examination,  a 
view^  of  the  events  which  have  since  occurred  to  es- 
tablisli  the  correctness  of  the  measures  there  alluded 
to.  It  will  satisfy  you  that  a  perseverance  in  those 
measures  has  given  peace  to  this  country  and  eman- 
cipation to  three  hundred  of  our  fellow  citizens  ;  and 
that,  while  it  has  done  something  to  stamp  a  good 
impression  on  the  pirates  of  Barbary,  it  has  saved 
your  treasury  more  than  a  million  of  Dollars.  My 
reward,  hitherto,  is  penury  and  wounds  !  I  ought 
not,  perhaps,  to  say  this  ;  it  carries  something  which 
savors  of  reproach  :  this  I  do  not  mean.  I  have  no 
where  been  refused  indemnity.  On  the  contrary, 
three  years  ago,  when  as  yet  the  effects  of  my  ar- 
rangements had  not  been  realized,  your  Committee 
expressed  an  opinion  that  I  had  a  well  founded  claim 
on  the  government. 

Bui  the  delay,  in  the  decision  necessary  to  a  reimr 
bursemcnt  of  my  expenditures,  has  greatly  distress- 
ed me  in  my  individual  concerns — expenditures  of 
which  my  country  now  reap  the  profit — and  of  which 
a  vast  majority  of  my  countrymen  appear  to  be  very 
sensible. 
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I  do  not  present  myself  here  to  ask  alms^  nor  to 
expect  gratuities — nor  yet  to  draw  on  your  sensibili- 
ty to  awaken  a  consideration  for  all  tlie  sacrifices  to 
which  I  yielded  in  standing  to  the  duties  of  my  station 
at  the  court  of  a  piratical  despot,  and  on  the  coast  of 
a  savage  enemy.  You  cannot  make  me  such  indem- 
nity— you  cannot,  sir,  under  any  shape  I  can  present 
the  claim,  award  me  a  remuneration  for  the  sacrific- 
es of  property  incident  to  the  vexations,  impositions 
and  proscriptions  which  the  Bey  of  Tunis  practiced 
on  me  in  consequence  of  my  resistance  to  his  unwar- 
rantable exactions  against  the  United  States — You 
cannot  bring  back  to  me  nine  years  of  active  life — 
you  cannot  restore  to  me  the  strength  of  an  arm. 
But  for  actual  disbursements  for  the  l)enefit  of  our 
common  country,  whether  voluntary  or  extorted,  I 
have  a  righ..  agam  to  resort  to  your  justice,  and  to 
believe  that  this  justice  will  be  no  longer  delayed. 

It  is  only  fit  here,  therefore,  that  I  avow  the  per- 
fect confidence  I  feel,  sir,  in  the  disposition  and  the 
righteousness  of  this  Committee  to  give  my  claims  a 
deliberate  and  a  seasonable  review,  and  an  equitable 
award . 

With  regard,  however,  to  the  last  item  of  my 
charge,  it  should  be  remarked — this  teas  not  origin - 
ally  intended  to  he  brought  against  the  United  States. 
I  had  faith  that  the  honor  of  tlie  Court  of  Sardinia 
would  redeem  the  paper  of  a  nobleman  charged  with 
the  iiigh  trust  of  a  national  negociator  i  and  in  case 
of  faiku'e  here,  had  confidence  in  the  exertions  of  the 
son  of  tliat  nobleman  to  reimbuise  me  the  cash  I  was 
compelled  to  pay,  as  his  surety,  for  the  redemption 
of  the  child  of  his  alfection,  and  for  the  honor  of  his 
farailv.  1  should,  undoubtediv,  liave  realized  these 
confidences  had  not  a  dispensation  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  (unacquainted  witli  the 
usages  of  that  country)  released  the  surety  held  at 
Tunis  for  the  debt,  and  been  construed  bv  the  Chov- 
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alier  Poreille  as  a  generous  acquittal  of  the  debtor.^' 
A  reimbursement  ought  to  come  from  the  Court  of 
Sardinia  to  our  government.  Papers  touching  this 
transaction  are  submitted  with  my  other  document. 
The  heavy  expences  incident  to  an  appeal  to  this 
Chancery  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  1  have  been 
before  you,  and  at  so  great  a  distance  from  my  home ; 
together  with  the  circumstances  of  these  private 
funds  lying  so  long  useless  to  me  have  necessarily 
laid  me  under  pecuniary  responsibility  to  my  friends. 
The  suspense  of  another  year  must  lodge  me  in  a 
prison  ! 

If  you  fmd,  sir,  that  I  have  been  upright  to  my 
country — let  my  country,  by  a  reciprocity,  now  ena- 
ble me  to  ranson  myself. 

/  ]mvQ  the  honor  to  he^ 
icith  perfect  resppcf. 

Sir.  your  most  ohedien  servants 
WILL! AM  EATON. 


In  May,  Gnx.  Eaton  was  clecled  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  Brimiield,  a  representative  in  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  :   the    ihst  session    of 
which  commeuced  the  last  of  that  month,  which  how- 
ever, he  was  unable  to  attend,   having  been  summon 
ed  to  attend   the   court   about  to  sit  in    Kichraond, 
(Vir.)  for  the  trial  of  Aaron  Bnrr  and  (others.     The 
trial  was  very  long,  and  in   ilichniond  he   spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer.     IJere    his   intemperate 
habits    became   more  coniirmed  :  and  a  verv    creat 
proportion  of  his  time  was  sjient   at  the  card  (able  : 
at  which  lie  lost  hir£):e  sums  of  monev  :  ])esides   con- 
siderablc  sums  in  beUinii;  on  the  issue  of  i^nrr's  tria]. 

Great  pains  were  taken  by  Burr  and  liis  counsel 
to  invalidate  thi^  testimony  of  Eatox,  but  without 
success.  Much  was  expected  from  Ihe  presence 
and  relation  of  Col.   Gaither,  of  whuhi    mention   is 


*  This  was  a  debt  of  17,000  piasters,    due   to  the  United   Statc^ 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  kindly  relinquished  by  his  own  imperial  will. 
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made  in  a  former  part  of  this  volume,  but  the   evi- 
dence of  EatoNj  remained  uninjured. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  December,  Gen. 
Eaton  took  Iiis  seat.  The  town  which  had  sent 
him  was  decisively  federal,  and  expected  from  him 
a  course  of  political  conduct  agreeable  to  their  wish- 
es. He  had  the  reputation,  generally,  of  being  of 
the  Washington  school ;  but  the  delivery  of  a  speech 
in  which  he  condemned  the  conduct  and.  impeached 
the  integrity  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  ;  and  in 
which  were  uttered  many  expressions  and  sentiments 
offensive  to  the  purity  of  federalism  ;  occasioned  the 
withdrawing  of  coniidence  in  both  parties. 

By  a  vain  attempt  thus  to  secure  the  good  opinion 
of  both  parties  he  lost  the  political  esteem  of  both. 
Nor  less  was  diminished  the  personal  esteem  gener- 
ally entertained  for  him  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session.  He  was  invited  to  the  tables  of  some  of  the 
most  respectable  characters  in  Boston,  where  his  de- 
portment was  such  in  many  instances,  as  soon  to  ren- 
der liim  an  unwelcome  guest.  He  governed  his  glass 
with  little  jealousy  ;  and  at  such  times,  as  is  usual, 
his  '^  wit  was  out.'' 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1808,  Gen.  Eaton,  was 
summoned  to  attend  the  United  States  distlict  Court 
in  Philadelphia,  as  a  witness  in  the  trial  of  a  per- 
son charged  with  being  concerned  with  Burr.  On 
his  return  lie  learned,  to  his  disappointment  and  mor- 
tification, that  he  was  not  reelected  to  the  legislature 
of  this  state  ;  the  equivocal  part  he  had  taken  the 
last  session  having  alienated  the  confidence  of  the 
town  in  his  poiiticjil  firmness. 

Several  of  his  letters  to  some  friends  in  Washing- 
ton betray  his  wishes  and  expectations  of  receiving 
some  high  military  command  in  the  army  of  the  U- 
nited  States.  His  disappointment  in  this  respect ; 
the  refusal  of  the  town  of  Brirafield  again  to  send 
him  to  the  General  Court,  and  the  derangement  and 
embarrassment  of  his  dome.-tic  and  pecuniary  con- 
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eerns  ;  so  preyed  upon  his  mind  that  he  seems  from 
this  time  to  have  given  himself  up  to  the  despair  of 
promotion,  of  mending  his  fortune  or  reestablishing 
Ins  character  :  his  habits  of  intemperance  became 
more  constant  and  excessive  ;  and  excepting  in  mo- 
ments of  hilarity  hti  appeared  to  view  the  world  with 
gloom  or  indignatit)n. 

J  Ju  the  month  of  August,  his  son  Eli  E.  Daniel- 
sou,  who  had  accompamed  him  in  his  expedition  to 
Derne,  and  to  whom  he  was  particularly  attached, 
fell  in  a  duel  at  New  York,  in  consequence  of  a 
quarrel  with  a  brother  officer  in  the  navy.  Infor- 
mation of  this  misfortune  was  received  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Babbit ;  to  which  Gen.  Eaton,  gave  the 
following  answer. 


Briwfield,  Aus;,  i^tli^  1808. 

Dear  Siu, 

THP^  sympathy  you  manifest  in  the 
event  which  occurred  on  the  ;7th  instant,  so  afflicting 
to  myself  and  family,  receives  our  unaflected  ac- 
knowledgments. 

I  wished  Danielson  might  have  lived  to  the  use- 
fulness  of  which  he  was  capable. — But  who  can 
parry  the  arrow  of  death  !  '^fhe  ivhen  and  the  where 
we  receive  the  shock  is  of  less  consequence  than  th.e 
how. — I  have  always  ilattered  myself  that  your  friend 
could  not  die  unlike  a  brave  man  :  but  it  pains  me 
that  the  ground  of  his  fall  had  not  been  marked  with 
more  usefulness  to  hts  country. — Brave,  great  and 
experienced  men  may  sometimes  iind  it  necessary  to 
their  reputation  that  they  meet  in  personal  contest ; 
this  may  be  justified  where  the  fate  of  a  nation  is  de- 
pending ;  such  occurrences  are  rare  :  but  the  trivial 
disputes  which  excite  ardent  youug  men  to  put  life 
up  at  a  game  of  hazard,  cannot  be  recoiiciled  to  prin- 
ciples of  morality,  patriotism,  nor  character.  Daniel- 
son  wanted  no  tests  of  Jiis  bravery  :  young,  as  lie 
was^  experience  had  tested  this.     I  lament  more  the 
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absence  of  his  prudence  than  I  should  the  loss  we 
feel  liad  he  fallen  in  the  legitimate  field  of  glory. — 
The  manner  of  Hamilton^s  death  added  nothing  to 
the  lustre  of  his  fame ;  and  the  circumstance  of 
Burr's  killing  him  gave  no  man  the  more  confidence, 
in  Burr's  honesty  nor  patriotism  :  the  catastrophe 
satisfied  no  one  on  the  merits  of  the  cause  which 
produced  it.  Individuals  may  slaughter  each  other 
honorably  by  the  laws  of  chivalry — all  that  society 
can  pronounce  on  this  exhibition  of  courage  is — Alas  i 
The  absence  of  Commodore  Rodgers  at  that  eventful 
moment  is  much  to  be  lamented  :  His  presence 
would  have  overawed  the  extremity  which  has 
brought  affliction  to  the  concerned  for  the  deceased, 
and  a  loss  to  the  service  of  our  country — I  most  de- 
voutly hope  that  this  unhappy  incident  may  ])rove  a 
caution  to  the  young  gentlemen  of  your  profession^ 
against  sudden  sallies  of  passions. 

Any  thing  In  detail  which  you  can  state  concern- 
ing the  melancholy  death  of  my  son  and  friend,  will 
confer  on  me  a  peculiar  obligation.  I  have  received 
no  communications  from  Mr.  Boyd,  nor  Mr.  Evans, 
on  the  subject. 


/  ajiiy  Sh%  8^c. 
WILLIAM  EAtON„ 


Lieict.  FiTz  H.  Babbit, 

U.  S,  JSTavij. 


That  Gex,  Eaton  was  in  almost  all  respects  iu 
principle  a  genuine  disciple  of  the  Washington 
school  of  politics  is  certain.  The  acquittal  of  Burr 
however  in  some  measure  soured  his  mind,  and  the 
hope  of  promotion  in  the  army,  by  gratifying  the  rul- 
ing administration,  occasioned  at  times  a  considera- 
ble swerving  from  his  convictions.  In  the  autumn  of 
tliis  year  he  however  boldly  denounced  the  general 
policy  and  measures  of  Congress.  The  following 
speech,  made  in  town  meeting  in  Biimfield,  is  wor- 
thy preservation   as  an   exhibition  of  his  oratorical 
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talents^  as  well  as  for  its  general  correctness  of  priu- 
eiple  and  prophecy. 


From  the  Boston  Repertory, 

fiRIMFIELD  TOWN  MEETING. 

On  the  29th  ult.  the  Inhabitants  in  Brimjield,  in  this 
State^  being  duly  notified,  assembled  to  take  into 
consideration  the  expedience  of  petitioning  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the  Em- 
bargo in  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  convene  Congress^ 
with  that  view,  if  his  power  icere  deemed  incom- 
petent. On  this  occasion,  General  Eaton  ad- 
dressed his  fellow  townsmen  in  the  following 
Speech,  which  was  requested  for  publication  by 
vote  of  the  town,  and  forwarded  to  us  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

REMARKS  BY  GE.^ERJIL  EATOJW 

IN  tbe  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston  to  the  president  of  the  United  States^ 
and  now  offered  to  this  town  for  concurrence,  we 
see  nothing  unconstitutional  nor  disrespectful. — Its 
object,  if  attainable,  is  essentially  irapottant  to  the 
commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of  this  coun- 
try :  and  not  less  necessary  to  our  revenue.  In- 
deed the  distress  and  misery  occasioned  among  all 
classes  of  our  fellow  citizens  by  the  Embargo,  this 
negative  measure  of  coercion,  are  of  themselves  suffi- 
cient to  justify  this  appeal  for  relief. 

It  is  bardly  necessary,  at  tbis  moment,  minutely 
to  investigate  the  causes  or  llie  motives  which  induc- 
ed the  Embargo,  Admit,  what  cannot  be  denied, 
that  the  iuteriHctions  upon  oar  commerce  by  tbe  bel- 
ligerents, ?/?//p//  could  hace  been  enforced,  would 
have  nearlv  excUidcd  us  from  tbe  ocean — that  by 
both  parties  we  have  been  out  raged — plundered  and 
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insulted  by  both — and  against  both  had  sufficient 
cause  of  war  :  it  does  not  follow,  from  any  thing 
that  appears  to  us.  that  the  position  we  have  taken 
to  meet  those  aggressions  has  produced  any  relaxa- 
tion of  the  restraints  imposed  on  us  as  a  neutral  na- 
tion ;  nor  any  amelioration  of  our  suHerings. 

A  season,  as  it  relates  to  commerce,  has  elapsed 
since  the  imposition  of  the  Embargo  :  the  experi- 
ment has  neither  procured  us  national  honor,  national 
security — nor  domestic  tranquility  ;  on  the  contrary, 
in  a  national  and  domestic  point  of  view,  we  suffer 
from  this  measure  every  disaster  incident  to  war,  ex- 
cept actual  invasion,  without  any  of  the  possible  ad- 
vantages of  war.  For  though  we  see  not  on  our  plains, 
garments,  rolled  in  blood,  we  see  our  sea  board  de- 
serted by  a  hardy  race  of  our  natural  defenders, 
whom  starvation  has  compelled  to  seek  foreign  ser- 
vice ;  to  die  ingku'iously  and  unlamentcd.  Though 
we  see  not  the  devastation  of  plundering  armies,  we 
feel  our  wealth  diminishing  to  a  death  bed  consump- 
tion for  want  of  action — commerce  annihilated — in- 
dustry discouraged — the  heart  of  enterprise  broken — 
and  a  species  of  lazaroni  beginning  to  crowd  our 
porches  with  no  otiier  claims  on  our  charity  than 
want  of  emjdoyment  !  And  though  we  do  not,  indeed 
weep  the  misfortunes  of  our  flag  for  defeated  squad- 
rons and  armies,  we  blush  its  fallen  glory  as  the  ef- 
fects of  a  pusilanimous  speculation  on  events  much 
more  dishonorable  than  manly  defeat. 

It  is  believed  no  real  American  will  deny  that  both 
France  and  England  have  given  us  sutlicient  provo- 
cation to  Avar.  Not  to  mention  the  captures,  deten- 
tions, condemnations,  burnings  siiid  sinJcins^s  of  our 
ships  and  merchandise  by  decrees  of  Napoleon  the 
First ;  not  to  mention  his  insolence  at  otir  court ;  his 
fraudulent  sale  iohonest purchasers,  of  the  uvhoimd' 
ed  Louisiana,  and  his  subsequent  interference  in  be^ 
half  of  the  claims  of  Spain  to  t]\e  very  territory  he 
sold  us,  should  have  been  enough  to  have  raised  the 
resentment  of  this  whole   nation. — That  transaction 
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always  reminds  one  of  an  upstart  wlio  once  offered 
our  Saviour  a/Z  #/ie  Mngdoms  of  the  earth  on  condi- 
tion of  bis  homage — The  Devil  was  rebuked — 
Bonaparte  succeeded  better  with  a  subject.  Both 
had  an  equal  right  to  the  kingdom  they  proposed 
to  barter  for  homage. 

Bui  all  the  violations  of  cur  rights,  on  the  part  of 
the  Corsican,  are  silently  and  tamely  endured^  and 
the  edge  of  resentment^  under  his  patronage,  is  solely 
pointed  to  England,  It  can  no  longer  be  conceal- 
ed, that  the  Embargo  was  intended  for  the  British 
nation,  and  for  her  alone  ;  else  why  do  her  ships  of 
war  continue  to  be  excluded  from  our  ports,  and 
those  of  her  enemy  admitted  to  indulgencies  which 
are  denied  to  our  own  citizens  ?  It  is  believed  that 
the  Embargo  was  contemplated  as  a  war  measure '; 
and  meani^,  by  some  leading  characters  of  our  admin- 
istration,  to  produce  that  pjfect.  Indeed  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert,  that  war  with  England  has  been 
«.  matter  of  calculation  with  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States.  Else  why  liave  all  his  messen- 
gers left  their  dispatches  in  France  ;  and  to  amuse 
our  confidence,  gone  in  blank  to  England  ?  Else  why 
do  we  see  so  many  posts  of  trust  and  honor  filled 
with  avowed  enemies  to  England,  and  devoted 
friends  of  an  usurper  ? 

Bjit  such  an  event  under  existing  circumstances, 
would  prove  ruinous  to  our  country.  Allied,  as 
England  now  is,  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  whole 
boundary  line  of  these  United  States,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  comprising  a  circumference  of  more  than 
four  thousand  miles,  would  become  an  enemy  fron- 
tier. Spain  has  never  yet  ceded  Louisiana  to  us. 
The  discontented  suhjects  of  that  territory  ;  the  jeal- 
ous Mexicans  ;  the  choice  spirits  on  the  waters  of 
the  Missisippi ;  the  restless,  untamed  sons  of  the 
forest ;  and  the  British  provinces  of  Canada,  would 
all  cooperate  ag.ilnst  us  on  that  border  :  what  barri- 
er can  we  on]»nse  to  them  in  defence  of  that  c:^T,at 
p'*ction  of  the  '.jiion? 


.    GEX.    EATON.  M5 

Come  to  our  Atlajiiic  seaboard. — What  have  we 
h)  defend  oar  commercial  towns  and  cities,  the  seats 
of  our  wealth,  and  resources  of  our  revenue,  against 
the  coml/ined  navies  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  ? 
Will  our  gunboats  and  mud  batteries  do  it  ?  The 
notion  is  ridiculous.  Can  Bonaparte  do  it  ?  Every 
body  knows  he  cannot  float  a  Frenchman  across  the 
Atlantic,  except  in  disguise  of  a  mandarin  !  A  great 
statesman  and  philosopher  would  recommend  asyl- 
um in  mountaius^ — but  the  dwellings  like  the  habits 
of  New  England  are  too  fixed  for  mountain  retreats. 
Our  altars  and  lire  sides  we  cannot  abandon  for  caves 
and  grottos.  If  neither  the  policy  nor  the  energy  of 
the  measures  of  administration  can  protect  us  at 
home,  where  shall  we  look  for  protection  ?  Shall  we 
cede  ourselves  to  France  by  alliance  with  her  ty- 
rant ?  We  commit  national  suicide  and  die  an  igno- 
minious political  death.  We  have  the  tale  of  half 
Europe  to  admonish  us  against  such  a  dependence. 
Bonaparte  like  Judas,  kisses  to  betray.  The  only 
possible  benelit  resulting  from  his  good  graces  would 
be,  to  be  brought  calmly  in  from  the  '^  tempestuous 
sea  of  liberty,^'  and  securely  grounded  in  the  dry 
dock  of  despotism.  Our  imperial  and  royal  ally 
would  graciously  signify  to  us  his  paternal  solicitucJe 
for  our  safety  by  creating  his  well  beloved  nephew 
Don  Jero.mk  Patterson  Napoleon,  Ki-ng  of  these 
States  ;  and  his  faithful  and  trusty  General  and 
Flenijjotentiarfj  Turreau,  Lieutenant  and  He^ent 
if  the  kingdom  daring  the  minority  of  his  said  neph- 
ew. Our  governors  cf  States  would  be  provided 
from  his  general  staff*.  Are  Americans  so  soon  pre- 
]>ared  for  this  political  annihilation  and  voluntary 
irans migration  into  reptiles  ?  Not  yet  !  Let  us  be 
iooflcd  from  the  shackles  which  depress  the  nation  : 
put  on  our  armor  ;  and  let  us  like  Spaniards,  resist 
the  lure  and  the  fraud  of  a  blood  stained  son  of  ra- 
pine.— To  support  this  position  must  we  take  the 
hand  of  England  ?  Then  v/ould  our  catastrophe  be 
as  certain  ;  though  we   may  linger  out   somev/hat 
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longer  a  disgraceful  existence.— Both  these  nations 
have  an  itching  palm  for  this  country.  They  have 
pontended  for  ii  ever  since  its  discovery,  even  when 
a  forest.  The  oldest  soldier  and  vounerest  student  a- 
mong  us  know  this.  But,  if  at  a  period  when  wild 
and  unproductive,  it  m  as  an  object  of  contest,  how 
much  more  so  now^  when  it  might  produce  to  a  con- 
queror or  a  seducer,  a  revenue  or  a  coutiibution  of  thir- 
ty millions  a  year.  Against  the  lust  of  conquest  and 
the  pride  of  empire  do  we  expect  w?d\o\m\  justice  to 
defend  ns  ?  The  term  alas,  is  no  longer  to  be  found 
in  the  libraries  of  crmrts  !  Can  ineekness  save  us  ? 
When  have  we  known  a  tyrant  lift  his  foot  from  the 
neck  of  a  voluntary  slave,  or  a  country  receiving  for- 
eign protection  who  wei^e  not  ultimately  reduced  to 
vassalage  !  No  :  It  is  upon  the  arm  of  God  and  the 
use  of  our  own  means  that  this  nadon  must  rely  for 
the  recovery  of  its  rishts  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  independence.  Under  that  Almighty  protection 
we  must  stand  by  our  own  strength.  Alliances  have 
generally  ended  in  the  same  way  the  very  instant  ii 
preponderance  of  power  and  advantage  lias  fallen 
into  either  scale. 

The  great  events  now  agitating  In  the  eastern  con- 
tincnt,  may,  and  it  would  seem  must  so  completely 
occupy  the  warring  rivals  of  Eui'ope  that  their  ava- 
rice would  1)0  tui'ned  from  the  United  States  for  a 
time  ;  and  great  advantviges,  if  improved,  thence  re- 
sult to  our  commercial  enterprise.  Lift  the  Embar- 
go ;  leave  commerce  to  shift  for  itself ;  and,  in  des- 
pite ()f  im[KM  ial  decrees,  we  have  open  a  vast  field 
for  the  display  of  this  enterprise.  Wo  have  the  Brit- 
ish ports  every  where — Sweden  and  Norway — the 
whole  coast  of  Portugal  and  Spain — the  islands 
Minorca  and  Majorca — the  whole  Turkisii  coast  of 
the  Mediterraneau,-except  Algiers — the  entire  wes- 
tern and  southern  coast  of  Africa — the  borders  of  the 
Red  Sea — India  and  China  ;  Madeira,  Teneriife  and 
the  Azores — most  of  ihc  rich  islands  of  the  West  In- 
dies— the    Spanish  and  Portuguese  coast  of  South 
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Aiiierica~llie  whole  American  coast  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  And  what  is  more  important  to  us,  our  own 
Coast  and  our  own  Fisheries,  comprising  more  than 
fnu*-  fifths  of  the  commercial  coasts  of  the  four  Con- 
tinents, and  productive  islands  of  the  seas.  Shall 
we  forego  all  the  advantages  which  could  be  derived 
from  these  sources  of  wealth  from  dread  of  the  de- 
crees of  an  adventurer,  who  has  grown  potent  from 
incident,  and  whom  the  justice  of  Heaven  may  soon 
throw  back  to  impotence  on  his  native  island  of  rocks 
and  sterility  ?  A  mighty  man  of  valor  who  dares  not 
send  a  bombketch  to  sea  through  dread  of  his  enemy  ! 
Such  liumility  is  too  degrading  to  the  feelings  of 
brave  men  and  honest  Americans. 

But  if  this  crisis  be  seized  as  by  many  apprehend- 
ed, and  by  some  asserted,  to  try  an  experiment  upon 
a  favorite  plan  of  withdrawing  ourselves  entirely 
from  tlie  seas,  and  wholly  abandoning  foreign  com- 
merce, it  requires  no  deep  penetration  to  foresee  that 
the  experiment,  if  persevered  in,  will  produce  a  dis- 
memberment ot  ih^  union.  *^  Where  the  treasure  is, 
there  will  the  heart  be  also.'^  Friendship  and  union 
end  the  moment  that  interests  clash,  or  that  an  over- 
hearing  disposition  betrays  itself  in  a  section  of  the 
union.  The  commerce  of  Ncw^  England  is  our  most 
productive  field  of  industry.  Deprive  us  of  this,  and 
we  may  become  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  wa- 
ter to  task  mcasters  of  more  luxuriant  climates  ;  But 
ere  this  humiliation  sink  us,  hearts  will  bleed  and 
heads  will  fall,  I  mean  not  generally  to  implicate  a- 
ny  section  of  the  Unitetl  States  in  hostility  to  the  in- 
tcrcsts  and  iirowth  of  the  North  and  t/ie  East ;  but 
in  some  leading  characters  1  have  witnessed  conduct 
which  Avould justify  the  suspicion  ;  and  no  where 
more  strongly  than  in  an  obstinate  opposition  to  the 
just  clpvims  of  our  countrymen  w  ho  unsuspectingly 
purchased  territory  under  the  solemn  grant  of  a  state: 
I  mean  on  the  Yazoo.  The  embargo  is  not  without 
its  features  of  a  simular  design.  It  destroys  the 
fruits  of  our  industry  and  turns  our  labors  to  nought. 
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iigriculture  is  the  handmaid  of  Commerce  says  a^ 
great  man.  But  if  the  abilities  of  the  Governess  be 
pinioned,  where  shall  the  handmaid  find  means  to  be 
useful  to  herself  ?  The  present  times  answer  this 
question.  What  is  to  be  done  Avith  the  surplus  prod- 
uce of  our  hard  earnings  upon  our  hard  farms  I 
Perish  in  our  graneries  and  cells  !  Where  is  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  our  country  ?  Embargoed.  In 
banks,  wliich  like  the  gates  of  death,  shut  and  no 
man  opens — How  shall  the  farmer  and  the  fisherman 
discharge  his  contracts  ?  By  bankrupt ey  !  How  is^ 
the  civil  list  to  be  paid  ?  And  hovf  the  national  debt 
provided  for  ?  By  direct  taxes  !  How  find  the  means 
to  pay  direct  taxes  ?  Our  dignified  retirement  within 
ourselves  does  not  afford  them — ^Shall  we  all  go  pri- 
vateering ?  We  are  Embargoed  I  Situated  as  we  are, 
we  possess  notliing,  nor  can  we  produce  any  thing 
which  Avill  bring  cash.  And  though  ive  give  our- 
bodies  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  cash,  it  is  nothing. 
Privation  and  imprisonment  will  not  pay  a  debt  of 
honor,  nor  satisfy  an  execution  ;  but  if  things  stand 
on  as  now  going,  this  state  of  dignified  retirement^ 
will  by  and  by  become  our  dernier  reso^-t  for  making 
ourselves  respected  abroad  and  secure  at  home. 

Our  national  father,  AVashington,  whose  name  all 
parties  hail  with  enthusiasm,  always  recommended 
to  the  stales,  as  a  strong  bond  of  union,  nuitiial  sac- 
rifices, forbearances  and  sufferings.  (I  Avish  his 
valedictory  may  be  read  in  caucuses.)  How  has  his 
council  been  respected  ?  The  eastern  states  have 
been  left  naked  of  defence  to  spare  money  for  ca[)ar- 
isoning  a  hobby  on  the  west  of  our  ancient  bouiula- 
ries,(for  such  is  Louisiana,)and  it  is  believed  tlie  Em- 
bargo was  recommended,  in  some  measure,  to  grati- 
fy the  imperial  vender  of  that  hobby,  lest  in  his  wrath 
lie  should  dismount  his  rider.  Whatever  the  in- 
ducement to  the  measure,  the  author  could  not  but 
foresee  that  it  must,  if  continued,  operate  unequally 
upon  the  different  states.  The  north  and  east  have 
not  the  natural   resources   of  the  south   and  vvcs:. 
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Some  of  our  necessaries  of  life,  many  of  our  conveni- 
ences, and  most  of  our  luxuries,  are  derived  from 
commerce  :  Deprive  us  totally  of  this  resort,  and 
wants  both  real  and  imaginary  will  assail  us,  and 
will  produce  that  discontentment  which  presidential 
proclamations  will  find  difficult  to  pacify.  Let  us 
be  indulged  in  the  exercise  of  our  natural  energy, 
the  use  of  our  resources,  and  the  pride  of  our  Inde- 
pendence ;  and  we  will  not  be  reproachful  at  the 
philosophy  wliich  seeks  sht«L ter  in  a  mountain  or  a 
tub.  I  shall  vote  for  the  Boston  address — and  I 
hope  the  President  will  dve  it,  erraciouslv,  his  hkh 
consideration. 

In  Town  Meeting  in  Brknfield,  ^ug.   S9,   1808. 

Voted f  to  request  of  Gen.  Eaton,   a   copy  if^his 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Communic^i^A  their  sacerdo- 
Boston  to  the  Selectmen  of  Brir  7^-'' ''"^^"''^T'^  into  this 

r^  f>  1  -i  chnstianitv,   denounced  its 

IvOpy  01  record.  ..cs  they   hud  done  liim,  professed 

Attest        S  '^^^>  '^"^  ••"  ^^^^^   ^^^^'^  ^^^  ^\^^  ^"  earnest, 
^      ^resenceof  the  faithful,  by  his   own  hand 

.ng  accomphshed,    he  joined,   under  the  new 
In  December  "*»  '^  caravan  for  Trebizoud,  on  the  southern  shore 
r.    ^       ^  -p  ^   On  the  way  he  practised  his  profession  by   giving 

ler,  or  ii<UgenC^  sick,  and  seihng,  for  considerable  sums  of  money, 
grypt  in  sear^P'^P^''^^"  which  were  written  sentences  from  the  Koran 
T  IIP  1  17  A,. '^hich he  sanctified  by  applying  them  to  his  shaven  and 
1  *• 

€d  as  a  C'2ondhewas  informed  that  the  Bashaw  was  dangerously 
PY'Pv  oii»^p^'"^^t^n^^^^^th  blindness.  He  was  directed  to  prescribe  for 
evei  appt  patient  :  butthis  he  refused  to  do,  until  he  should  be  ad- 
by  this  TO  the  sovereign  presence.  Thither  he  was  conducted  through 
1  j^  armed  soldiers  and  ranks  of  kneeling  officers.  Having  arriv- 
iTdl    Ocj(,  gjj,i^^j^^j^^]jg^.^  the  dervise  displayed  all  the  pomp  and  gran- 

W"asl)jf  his  calling,  by  solemnly  invoking  God  and  the  prophet.     He 

j*-Cp„ I  proceeded  to  enquire   imder  what  disease  the  Bashaw  labored. 

.     ingthat  he  was  afflicted  with  a  fever  accompanied  with  a  violent 

datlOmimation  of  theeyes,    and  judging  that  he  might   recover  both 

-j^pj^dth  and  sight,  he  boldly  declared  it  to  be  God's  will  that  both  these 

ents  should  happen,  after  the  next  new  moon,   provided  certain  in- 

Und  mediate  remedies  should  be  used.  — Then  searciiing  the  {Jouch  con- 

inmg   his   medicines  and  apparatus,  he  produced  a  white  powdei 

^  „.hich  he  ordered  to  be  blown   mto  the  bashaw's  eyeS;  and  a  wash  oi 

pilk  and  water  to  be  frequently  employed  afterwards.     Sweating  was 

/^Jikewise    recommended,    by    the    assistance    of    warm    drinks    and 

blankets.     He  was  well  rewarded   by  money  and  presents;  and  the 

next  day  departed  with  the  caravan  towards   Persia,    intending  to  be 

j$  nine  or  ten   days'    journey   irom  Trebizcnd  before  the    new   moon 

should  appear,  that  he  might  be  quite  cr.t  of  reach^  in  case  the  event 

should  be  unfortuirate. 
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He  ever  considered  himself  as  having  been  the  uu- 
intentional  means  of  rendering  the  situation  of  the 
Ex-Bashaw  less  eligible  than  before  his  cooperation 

and  Johnson  has  drawn  at  full  length  the  portrait  of  Savage.  Other 
extraordinary  persons  demanded  from  time  to  time  the  aid  of  biogra- 
phy. For  a  year  and  more,  a  remarkable  man  has  lived  at  the  seat  of 
the  national  government.  He  has  attracted  so  much  attention  as  to 
l^ave  been  the  subject  of  a  special  act  of  congress.  Few  of  the  mem- 
bers knew  much  about  him  ;  and  still  less  was  known  to  the  public. 
On  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  his  favor,  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people  was,  from  diffidence  and  the  love  of  quiet,  withheld  from 
<ieliverin^  the  following  history  of  the  man. 

Gervasio  Prodasio  Santuari  was  born  at  a  village  near  Trent,  in  the 
Tyrol,  on  the  twenty  first  of  October,  1772      He  was  educated  in  one 
ofthe  schools  of  that  country,  in  which  part  of  the  learner's  time  is  de- 
voted to  literature,  and  part  to   the  exercise  of  the  agricultural  and 
mechanic  arts.     He  was  then  sent  to  college,  for  the   purpose  of  be- 
ing educated  to  the  Romish  church.     But  not  liking  his  occupation 
or  prospects,  he  (quitted  his  theological  studies  and  entered  very  yo.ung 
VateCrin^'-ried  hfe      For  a  while  he  solicited  employment  as  a  sur- 
We  possess  nb'l?ii^y  after,  when  Joseph  the  Second  ordered  an  ex- 
1  •    1        -n  1    •   ''"  *-^*  ".  he  entered  the  army  under  Laudun,  and 
which  Will  bring   CaSi».Belgrade.     He  afterwards  sustained  his 
hoAieS  to  he  hurned.  and  /ztAVurmser      After  the  capitulation 

P..  -.  c         \  .  ^--and  of  Alvmzy,  and  deserted 

rivation  and  imprisonment  wiu^nient  of  hanging  forhav- 

honor,  nor  satisfy  an  execution  ;  he  French  at  Milan,  and 

ji  •        1    i  x"     ?•  ^,   'ng  weary  of  the  sus- 

On  as  now  going,  this  state    OI    ^i-'iT^^^J'''   the   guards  by  ad- 
will  by  and  by  become  our  dernier  resoof  opium, and  es- 
ourselves  respected  abroad  and  secure  at  ^^  ]o\Zn^Eul^tni 
Our  national  father.  Washington,  whos<mily  of  his'sit- 
parties  hail  with  enthusiasm,    always  i'ect,7!^j\^J  gpain^ 
to  the  stales,  as  a  strong  bond  of  union,  nuii. 
rifices,  forbearances    and   sufferings.      (I  ^v"^^""^^!^^^^ 
valedictory  may  be  read  in  caucuses.)     How  .-d  in  the 
council  been  respected  ?    The    eastern    states  -^l^^^f 
been  left  naked  of  defence  to  spare  money  for  c^  to  the 
ironing  a  hobby  on  the  west  of  our  ancient  bout^''^^^ 
3*ies,(for  such  is  Louisiana, )and  it  is  believed  the  Ihich 
bargo  was  recommended,  in  some  measure,  to  g/^  ^^ 
fy  the  imperial  vender  of  that  hobby,  lest  in  his  wieave 
he  should  dismount  his  rider.      Whatever   the    ^^- 
ducement  to  the  measure,  tlie  author   could   not  bm! 
foresee  that  it  must,  if  continued,  operate  unequal  "s, 
upon  the  different  states.     The  luu'tli  and  east   ha\,. 
not  the  natural   resources   of  the  south   and  v»c:;' 
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vviih  the  forces  of  the.  United  States  :  He  likev/ise 
iutiisidered  himself  aiithovised  to  make  the  treaty 
with  him  which  was  made^  and  the  govern  merit  of  the 

drink.  At  length  meetin<^a  Capuchin»  he  begged  of  him  a  pack  of 
cards  and  a  pistol  ;  and  with  the  aid  of  these  he  exhibited  tricks,  and 
retrieved  in  some  measure  his  desperate  fortune. 

About  this  time,  Brune,  who  had  commanded  the  French  army  at 
Milan,  when  he  made  liis  escape,  arrived  at  Constantinople  as  the 
French  embassador  ;  and  he,  fearing  that  he  might  be  discovered  and 
arrested,  enlisted  in  the  Turkish  service.  Two  expeditions  were  then 
on  foot  ;  one  against  Passwan  Oglou  in  Bulgaria;  and  the  other  a- 
gainst  Elfy  Bey  in  Egypt.  He  jomed  the  latter  ;  and  on  the  defeat  of 
the  Turkish  derachment  to  which  he  belonged,  saved  liis  head  by  be- 
taking himself  to  the  desert,  and  courting  protection  from  the  Be- 
^oween  Arabs.  After  his  unfortunate  expedition,  he  returned  to 
Constantinople,  and  solicited  a  passport  from  the  Russian  minister  to 
get  into  Muscovy  This  being  refused  him,  he  once  more  endeavor- 
ed to  obtain  military  employment,  by  the  Turks  ;  but  in  this  he  was 
unsuccessful 

He  now  resolved  to  assume  the  character  of  a  deryise.  These  are 
the  functionaries  of  religion,  and  always  combine,  vyith  their  sacerdo- 
tal otfice,  those  of  physician  and  conjurer.  To  be  initiated  into  this 
order  he  made  a  formal  renunciation  of  Christianity,  denounced  its 
followers  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  they  had  done  him,  professed 
the  Mahometan  faith  in  due  form,  and  to  show  tliat  he  vvas  in  earnest, 
circumcised  himself  in  the  presence  of  the  faithful,  by  his  own  hand 
with  a  razor.  This  being  accomplished,  he  joined,  under  the  new 
name  of  Murat  Aga,  a  caravan  for  Trebizoud,  on  the  southern  shore 
of  the  Black  sea.  On  the  way  he  practised  his  profession  by  giving 
directions  to  the  sick,  and  selling,  for  considerable  sums  of  money, 
small  pieces  of  paper  on  which  were  written  sentences  from  the  Koran 
in  Turkish,  which  he  sanctified  by  applying  them  to  his  shaven  and 
naked  crown. 

At  Trebizond  he  was  inform.ed  that  the  Bashaw  was  dangerously 
sick  and  threatened  with  blindness.  Ho  was  directed  to  prescribe  for 
this  grand  patient  :  but;  this  he  refused  to  do,  until  he  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  sovereign  presence.  Thither  he  was  conducted  through 
files  of  armed  soldiers  and  ranks  of  kneeling  officers.  Having  arriv- 
ed in  the  sick  chamber,  the  dervise  displayed  all  the  pomp  and  gran- 
deur of  his  calling,  by  solemnly  invoking  God  and  the  prophet.  He 
next  proceeded  to  enquire  under  what  disease  the  Bashaw  labored. 
Finding  that  he  was  afnicted  with  a  fever  accompanied  with  a  violent 
intlammation  of  theeyes,  and  judging  that  he  might  recover  both 
health  and  sight,  he  boldly  declared  it  to  be  God's  will  that  both  these 
events  should  happen,  after  the  next  new  moon,  provided  certain  in- 
termediate remedies  should  be  used.— Then  searching  the  pouch  con- 
taining his  medicines  and  apparatus,  he  produced  a  white  powdei 
which  he  ordered  to  be  blown  into  the  bashaw's  eyes,  and  a  wash  of 
milk  and  water  to  be  frequently  employed  afterwards.  Sweating  was 
likewise  recommended,  by  the  assistance  of  warm  drinks  and 
blankets.  He  was  well  rewarded  by  money  and  presents  ;  and  the 
next  day  departed  with  the  caravan  towards  Persia,  intending  to  be 
nine  or  ten  days'  journey  irom  Trebizond  betore  the  new  moon 
should  appear,  that  he  might  be  quite  cut  of  reach^  in  case  the  event 
.should  be  unfortunate. 
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United  Stales  bound  for  its  fulfilment.  Hence  hife 
complaints  were  constant  against  what  he  called  the 
duplicity,  injustice  and  treachery  of  Lear,  sanctioned 

This  caravan  being  numerous,  and  heavily  loaded,  was  overtaken 
some  days  afterward  by  a  lighter,  and  armed  caravan,  who  pursued 
themfor  the  purpose  oFplunder.  And  the  caravan  to  which  !ie  be- 
longed finding  it  must  either  fight  or  purchase  terms,  it  chose  the  lat- 
ter. This  affairbeing  settled,  he  heard  two  rnen  of  the  marauding  car- 
avan talking  to  each  other,  concerning  the  grand  dervise  who  had  cur- 
ed the  Bashaw  of  Trebizond.  He  heard  them  say  that  recovery  was 
confidently  expected,  inasmuch  as  the  threatening  symptoms nada- 
bated,  and  the  prospect  was  every  way  more  encouraging.  The  der- 
vise then  rejoiced  at  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  caustic  lime  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  blown  into  the  Bashaw's  eyes,  to  eat  the  films  a- 
way .  On  hi<^  return  the  physician  presented  himself  before  the  govern^ 
or.  He  was  received  as  a  great  and  good  man,  and  loaded  agam  with 
^donations. 

At  this  place  he  remained  until  a  caravan  was  prepared  to  undertake 
a  journey  to  Mecca-  To  this  body  of  pilgrims  and  traders,  he  attach- 
ed himself  as  a  dervise.  They  arrived  in  proper  time  in  that  region  of 
Yemen.  But  the  Wechabites  had  made  great  progress  in  their  fanatic- 
al work.  They  had  demolished  in  part  the  old  religion  of  Mahomet, 
and  set  up  their  new  revelation  in  its  stead,  burned  the  body  of  the 
prophet,  destroyed  the  holy  temple,  and  sequestered  the  revenue  paid 
at  the  shrine  of  Mahomet  The  caravan  feared  to  encounter  these 
zealous  and  daring  innovators,  and  halted  at  a  distance.  But  the  der- 
vise, availing  himself  partly  of  his  priestly  occupation,  and  partly  of 
his  personal  adroitness,  went  over  to  their  camp,  and  was  well  re- 
ceived. 

Having  tarried  as  long  as  he  pleased  in  Mecca,  he  went  to  a  port 
near  Jedda,  a  city  on  the  Red  sea.  Thence  he  crossed  to  the  west 
side,  and  coasted  along  to  Suez  There  he  made  himself  known  to 
Jrord  Gordon,  a  Scottish  traveller,  and  entered  into  his  employ,  as  an  in- 
terpreter. With  him  he  travelled  to  Cairo,  and  through  the  Lermar, 
to  Nubia  and  Abyssinia.  His  last  exercise  previous  to  his  seperation 
from  that  munificent  gentleman,  was  to  decornte  with  flowers,  fruits, 
^'eaves,  branches  and  chandeliers,  the  hall  in  which  his  employer,  on 
his  return,  gave  a  splendid  treat  to  the  foreign  residents  and  consuls^ 
then  at  Cairo. 

From  this  place,  he  returned  after  an  absence  of  six  years,  to  Alex- 
andria :  and  on  inquiring  for  his  wife,  was  told  she  was  in  conceal- 
inent.  A  separation  was  readily  agreed  upon  by  mutual  consent,  and 
•ihe  immediately  formed  a  connexion  with  a  Copt,  a  man  cfher  own 

iCCt, 

Being  once  more  in  Cairo,  he  wholly  threw  aside  the  character  of  a 
dervise,  and  assumed  the  occupation  and  uniform  of  an  engineer. 
Here  he  was  engaged  in  planning  military  works,  and  in  superintend- 
•ng  their  execution.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  news  was  brought 
him  that  captain  Eatom  had  arrived,  and  wished  a  confidential  and 
.ntrepid  agent,  to  convey  a  message  to  HametCaramelli,  the  Ex-Bash- 
aw of  Tripoli  in  Barbary.  At  an  interview  which  took  place  between 
them,  the  former  tirst  swore  the  latter  to  secrecy  on  the  Koran,  and 
then  communicated  his  project. 

Having  agreed  to  thexonditions,  he  took  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
'lesert  the  Turks,  and  to  penetrate  through  the  desert  to  the  Mama- 
'•'.ke  camp,  where     Caramelli    was  ;     in  poverty  and  dependence, 
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l)y  the  admiuisti'ation.  He  frequently  received  let- 
ters from  Hamel,  some  of  which  were  forwarded  to 
Congress  ;  and    exerted  himself  as   far   as   in  liis 

.though  respected.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  Egypt  is  divided  int.3> 
English  and  French  parties  :  the  Turks  being  attached  to  the  French^ 
and  the  Mamalukes  to  the  English.  With  a  single  atteiidant  and  two 
dromedaries,  he  proceeded  with  the  swiftness  of  wind,  feeding  the 
animals  with  small  balls  composed  of  meal  and  eggs,  and  taking  no 
other  sleep  than  he  could  catch  upon  the  back  of  the  hard  trotting 
beast.  He  reached  the  Mamaluke  camp  in  safety.  The  Chiek,  in  to- 
ken of  a  welcome  reception,  gave  him  a  few  sequins,  refreshed  hira 
with  coffee-  In  a  short  time  he  so  arranged  matters  with  the  Ex-Bash- 
aw, that  one  night  Caramelli  went  forth  as  if  on  an  ordinary  expedition 
with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  followers,  and  instead  of  returning 
to  his  Ma^naluke  encampment,  sped  his  way  over  the  trackless  sands,^ 
and  with  that  force  reached  the  rendezvous  of  the  enterprising  Amer- 
ican. 

With  all  the  forces  they  could  jointly  assemble,  they  traversed,  with 
extreme  toil  and  suffering,  the  deserts  of  Barca,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a.diversion  in  favor  of  the  squadron  of  armed  ships  which  the 
United  States  of  America  had  ordered  against  the  city  of  Tripoli.  Af=. 
ter  surmounting  incredible  hardships,  the>[  arrived  at  Derne,  and 
gained  an  advantage  over  the  troops  of  the  reigning  bashaw  in  a  skirm- 
ish. This  action  spread  terror  through  all  the  Tripolitan  dominions, 
and  exceedingly  alarmed  the  Bashaw  in  his  castle.  Immediately  after 
a  peace  was  concluded  by  consul  Lear.  In  consequence  of  this,  orders 
were  forthwith  sent  to  the  American  vessels  on  the  coast  and  the  co- 
operating land  forces  under  Eaton,  to  discontinue  hostile  operations. 
'1  he  Egyptian  host  was  requested  to  embark  in  the  American  vessels. 
Part  of  them,  thus  stopped  inmidcareer,  did  so  :  and  the  rest  remain, 
ed  on  shore,  subject,  now  they  were  inferior  in  martial  strength,  to  the 
cruelty  and  caprice  of  the  angry  despot  avid  his  vassals. 

Leitensdorferwas  one  of  the  persons  who  went  on  board  and  witness  > 
ed  the  mortification  of  the  Ex-Bashaw  and  the  ravings  of  his  lieuten- 
ant general,  at  this  unexpected  order,  so  subversive  of  their  plans, 
and  so  ruinous  of  their  hopes.  He  himself  acted  as  a  colonel.  In  this 
vessel  he  went,  by  way  of  Malta,  to  Syracuse.  From  which  place  he 
proceeded  to  Albina,  taking  the  route  of  Corfu  to  Salona,  with  the 
design  of  inquiring  by  letter  what  was  the  situation  of  a  son  by  his  first 
marriage,  whom  he  had  left  in  Tyrol.  Immediately  on  landing  a-- 
mongthe  Turks,  he  was  seized  as  an  apostate  Mahometan,  and  reduc- 
ed to  slavery.  By  degrees,  however,  he  excited  favorable  isenti- 
mentSjin  consequence  of  having  cured  several  sick  sailors  during  the 
voyage.  In  addition  to  which  he  pleaded  the  necessity  he  felt,,  when 
in  the  American  army  of  Africa,  ofconforming  to  the  dress  and  man- 
ners of  that  strange  and  peculiar  people  of  the  west,  under  a  belief 
that  to  be  an  American  was  not  to  be  a  christian.  He  was  at  length 
restored  to  the  freedom  of  a  faithful  mussulman.  He  next  visited 
Palermo,  and  there  formed  a  temporary  marriage  with  a  female  willing 
to  engage  in  such  a  connexion. 

About  this  time  the  new  king  of  Naples  threatened  to  conquer  Si- 
cily in  fpite  of  all  the  resistance  that  Ferdinand  the.  Fourth,  and  the 
Engli{h  could  make  On  this,  Leitensdorfer  became  alarmed  for  his 
own  safety,  knowing  that  he  had  no  mercy  to  expect  from  Freoch- 
men.  He  determined  to  embark  as  a  passenger  for  the  American 
States.     But  no  master  of  a  vessel  could  be  fourid,  who  would  receive 
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power  for  the  resioration  of  Harnei's  family. 
When  he  received  information  of  liis  ])eiDg;  appoint- 
ed to  the  government   of  the   Province   of    Berne, 

him  in  that  capacity.  He  then  resolved  to  offer  himself  as  a  sailor  ; 
and  was  entered  as  such  on  board  a  vessel  bound  to  Salem  in  Massa- 
chusetts Here  he  learned  to  hand,  reef  and  steer,  and  do  the  aftive 
business  of  a  seaman  He  arrived  at  Salem  in  December,  1809,  and 
soon  went  on  a  visit  to  his  old  friend  and  fellow  warrior  at  Brimfield. 
He  was  hospitably  received,  and  left  his  late  general,  with  honorable 
sentiments  of  his  generosity  and  bravery.  By  him  he  was  advised  to 
visit  Washington,  and  to  present  himself  to  the  President  and  Secreta- 
ry of  State.  For  this  purpose,  Eaton  had  furnished  Leitensdorfer 
with  recommendatory^  letter^,  stating  the  compensation  due  to  him 
for  his  various  services  and  losses.  By  these  gentlemen,  he  was  refer- 
red to  the  secretary  at  war;  and  was  sent  from  one  to  the  other  un- 
til his  skill  in  surveying,  drawing  and  engineering  became  known  to 
the  surveyor  of  the  public  buildings,  and  he  thcreb}'^  .acquired  some  of 
the  patronage  of  Mr.  Latrobe. 

Thus  he  lived  along  occupying  one  of  the  vacant  chambers  in  the 
northern  pile  of  the  capital,  as  a  watch  or  an  office  keeper,  providing 
and  cooking  for  himself,  and  employing  his  hands  in  almost  every 
kind  of  occupation,  from  the  making  of  shoes,  to  the  insnaring  of 
birds,  and  rhe  delineation  of  maps. 

This  extraordinary  mar.  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  with 
dark  eyes,  black  hair  and  brown  complexion-  His  looks  are  lively, 
his  gestures  various,  and  his  limbs  remarkably  flexible  and  vigorous. 
His  forehead  is  ample,  his  features  expressive,  and  his  figure  rather 
spare  and  lean.  With  such  natur^}!  marks  and  nowers,  he  has  been 
enabled  to  assume  the  respective  characters  or  Jew,  Christian  and 
Maliometan  ;  and  of  soldier,  linguist,  engineer,  farmer,  and  trades- 
man with  uncommon  ease  And  in  sliort,  he  has  proved  himself  to 
be  one  of  the  most  versatile  of  human  beings;  having  acted  during 
his  multifarious  life  in  about  thirty  different  capacities.  In  the 
course  of  his  adventures  he  has  received  several  wounds.  And  his  ec- 
centric life  has  aflbrded  incidents  to  gratify  the  inhabitants  of  Vienna 
by  a  theatrical  representation  of  his  character  on  the  stage. 

He  can  utter  the  Hebrew  words  almost  exactly  like  a  rabbi  iri 
the  synagogue.  He  can  recite  the  Latin  prayers  and  homilesofthc 
christians  after  tlie  maimer  and  in  the  tone  of  the  capuchins  ;  and  he 
pronounces  the  religious  sentences  of  the  mussulmen  in  Arabic,  witli 
the  earnestness  and  emphasis  of  a  mufti.  All  these  be  performed  for 
me  successively  one  morning  with  singular  readiness  and  skill. 

To  complete  his  strange  story,  Mr.  Bradley  undertook  to  be  his 
friend  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  :  and  that  body  passed  a  bill, 
introduced  by  him,  giving  Leitensdorfer  a  half  section  of  land  (tlirei.-* 
hundred  and  twenty  acres)  and  the  pay  of  a  captain  from  the  15th  of 
December,  1801,  to  the  15th  of  December,  1805,  being  the  time  tluit 
he  served  asadjiuant  and  ins^>ectorof  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
in  Egypt,  and  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  generosity  of  the  house  of  representatives  was  manifested  by 
the  iiisertion  of  an  amendment  to  give  him  a  v>  hole  section  of  a  mile 
square  (six  Jumdred  and  forty  acres)  of  land,  instead  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty.  But  the  senate  disagreed  to  it,  and  the  liouse  receded. 
So  that  his  grant  remained  as  originally  introduced. 
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through  the  instrumentality  of  Doctor  Davis,  he  ex- 
pressed liimself  in  the  stron^^est  terms  of  satisfaction, 
declaring  he  was  then  willing  to  die. 

In  January  1810  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Humhert,  *  long  his  most  intimate  friend  while  in 
Tunis,  to  which  he  returned  an   answer  :    Extracts 

follow. 

Brimjieldy  Jan.  idth,  1810. 

My  Dear  Frcend.  * 

FORTUNE  has  reversed  her  tables. — 
I  am  no  more  Eaton.  I  l,ive,  or  rather  stay,  in  ob- 
scurity  and  uselessness.  The  wound  1  received  on 
tlie  coast  of  Tripoli,  and  others  more  early,  have  de- 
prived me  of  an  arm's  use  and  the  use  of  a  leg — 
Want  of  economy,  which  I  never  learned^  want  of 
judgment  in  the  speculative  concerns  of  private  life, 
wliich  I  never  studied,  and,  what  is  more,  privatitm 
of  the  consideration  of  a  government  which  I  have 
served,  have  unmanned  me.         ^'  * 

A  fellow  first  fed  on  horse  chesnuts  and  then  on 
cnarity  now  bestrides  the  world,  and  fattens  on 
gore  :  we  Americans  venerate  him,  because  we  Jiave 
lost  our  national  character  ;  perhaps  it  was  never 
well  iixt.  We  can  shev/  you  citizens  who  fly  to 
mountains  and  caves  for   a  hiding  place  ;    hut   our 

*  The  following  lines  were  addressed  to  Mr.  Humbert 
BY  Eaton  WHEN  leaving  Tunis. 

Tunis  Bay,  March  iOih,  1805. 
Swift  to  the  western  world  I  wing  my  way, 
Where  light  and  freedom  pour  the  radiant  day  ; 
Leave  the  curst  shores  of  chains  and  stern  despair, 
To  breath  once  more  my  happy  native  air  ! 
Yet  while  o'er  ocean's  heavmg  breast  I  roam, 
Rapt  in  the  charm  of  Liberty  and  home, 
My  faithful  friends  shall  claun  the  frequent  tear  ; 
But  none  more  frequent  than  my  friend  Humbert.  * 
Once  reached  the  wished  for  goal,  Columbia's  shore  ; 
My  cares  forgotten,  my  misfortunes  o'er  j 
There  from  my  peaceful  fields  again  I'll  v/rite, 
What  plain  and  honest  friendship  shall  indite. 
Till  then,  adieu,  Humbert ;  may  God  extend 
Bliss  to  thy  wishes,  and  preserve  my  friend. 

*  Pronounced  Hum^berr- 
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wars  are  on  pa{)er.     Free   presses^  but  no  heavy 
metal.  *-  *  * 

1  am  glad  you  are  well :  when  I  am  so,  I  will 
write  you  more.  Death  has  laid  iiimself  along  side, 
and  thrown  liis  graplings  upon  my  quarter  and  fore- 
castle, but  I  keep  him  oft*  midships  yet.^^ 

During  the  winter  of  1809-10,  Gen.  Eaton  was 
much  of  the  time  confined  to  his  house  or  his  cham- 
ber with  rheumatic  antl  gouty  complaints.  The  se- 
verity and  continuance  of  his  pains  and  his  sufferings 
had  however  no  admonishing  affect  in  producing  a 
change  in  his  regimen.  His  friends  and  relations, 
sometimes  with  timid  delicacy,  sometimes  v.dth  re- 
proachful openness,  and  often  with  pathetic  tender- 
ness, entreated  and  encouraged  a  reformation  of  his 
habits.  His  resolutions  of  amendment  were  not 
unfrequent,  but  never  executed.  No  man  was  more 
sensible  than  himself  of  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  his  excesses.  At  times,  wakened  by  considera- 
tions  of  duty  to  his  family,  and  his  hope  of  reestab- 
lisl;ing  his  character,  and  becomiug  useful  to  thr 
community,  he  would 

Push  his  honest  purpose  to  resolve,  j.  ^ 

In  all  tlie  magnanimity  of  tJioughr, 
Resolve,  and  re-resolve  j 

but  was  ever  incompetent  to  performance.  JleHex- 
ions  on  Ids  past  misconduct,  the  loss  of  property  by 
his  imprudeu^'e,  and  the  loss  of  reputation  by  Ids 
excessive  indulgence,  produced  only  sorrow  and  re- 
morse, from  which  he  sought  imnicdiate  relief  by  re- 
currence to  the  tempcyrary  relief  of  the  glass. 

In  the  winter  <^f  1810-11,  he  Was  much  conlljied 
with  an  increase  of  chionic  complaints  and  gener- 
al debility.  His  appeute  for  food  was  almost  totally 
gone.  His  feet  a:ul  ankles  became  swolen,  and  a 
dropsy  gradually  enswed.  His  slrengih  daily  failed, 
so  that  in  April  he  was  scarcely  able  to  v,  alk. 
When  the  weather  w^as  pleasant  ije  occasi(Uially 
took  a  shcnt  ride  in  a  chaise.  In  one  of  his  last  at- 
t'^mpts  to  go  abroad,  he  called  upon  a  friend  ifi  the 
town^  (Col.  xV.  Morgan,)  to  rest  and  refresh  Iiimself. 
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During  liis  stay  he  convcvsed  with  calmness  on  his 
approaching  dissolution ;  gave  directions  for  his  funer- 
al:  and,  calling  for  a  pen  and  ink,  after  consul- 
tation with  his  friend,  gave  the  names  of  four 
Colonels,  who  had  commanded  the  regiment  of  mili- 
tia of  til  at  town  and  vicinity,  for  his  bearers. 

In  the  intervals  of  distress  and  occasional  relaxa- 
tions from  pain,  he  was  frequently  sociable,  facetious 
or  satirical.  A  neighbor,  a  cabinet  maker,  having 
called  to  see  him,  a  few^  days  before  his  death,  he 
suddenly  turned  iiis  head  towards  him,  and  calling 
him  by  name,  addressed  him  thus  :  ''  If  yon  should 
have  the  making  of  my  coffin,  let  me  beg  of  you  not 
to  make  it  oip'uie,  for  I  can't  bear  the  smell  of  it  : 
and  take  care  not  to  place  me  on  my  back,  for  in 
that  position  I  am  very  subject  to  the  night  mare.'' 

To  the  last,  while  he  had  the  command  of  his 
senses,  he  was  inquisitive  for  foreign  new^s  and  pol- 
itical information.  He  considered  this  country  as 
sold  to  France,  unless  the  ])eople  should  seasonably 
refuse  to  sanctify  the  bill  of  sale  of  it  by  the  admin- 
istration ;  which  he  rather  hoped  than  expected. 
His  opinions  of  leiTerson  and  MadisoD  w^ere  express- 
od  with  the  most  bitter  execrations. 

He  languished,  becoming  daily  more  weak,  his 
legs  and  abdomen  continuiiig  to  swell,  till  Friday, 
May  3lst,  before  his  senses  or  his  memory  seemed 
much  impaired.  In  tlie  evening  of  that  day,  two 
gcntlesnen  coming  to  his  bed  side,  and  enquiiJng  the 
state  of  his  health,  he  readily  made  answer  to  one  of 
them,  calling  him  by  name  ;  but  when  addressed  by 
the  other  he  could  neither  call  him  by  name,  nor  be 
made  to  notice  him. 

One  of  his  neighbors  and  the  editor  of  this  vol- 
ume watched  with  him  during  the  night.  He  seem- 
ed insensible  to  all  that  passed,  or  unable  to  express 
himself.  At  one  time,  however,  during  the  night,  be- 
ing asked  if  be  would  not  take  some  drink,  he  dis- 
tinctly replied  ;  ''  Yes,  I  believe  I  will."  About 
sunrise,  being  asked  if  he  wished  hjs  head  raised;,  he 
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answered  *^  Yes,  sir,  I  thank  you.'^  At  other  times 
he  took  no  notice  of  what  was  said  or  done  ;  and 
these  Were  the  last  Avords  he  uttered.  His  respira- 
tion was  regular  daring  the  day  following  ;  but 
gradually  more  and  more  rapid  and  difficult.  About 
twenty  minutes  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
June  1st,  he  breathed  his  last,  without  a  groan  or 
struggle. 

On  the  succeeding  Tuesday  he  was  buried  under 
arms  according  to  his  wish  ;  his  bearers  Colonels  Ses- 
sions, Morgan^  Lyon  and  Patrick.  His  body  was 
carried  to  the  Meeting  house,  where  a  very  able, 
pertinent  and  pathetic  discourse  was  delivered  by 
the  Rev'd  Doctor  Welch  of  Mansfield,  (Con.) 

Thus  prematurely  fell  Gen.  Wm.  Eaton,  a  man 
blest  by  nature  witli  talents  of  the  highest  grade. 
His  career  was  brilliant  and  eccentric.  He  perform- 
ed much,  and  was  adequate  to  ilie  performance  of 
ynuch  more,  had  prudence  kept  pace  with  his  ambi- 
tion. His  competency  for  greater  actions  ought  not 
however  to  diminish  the  lustre  of  what  he  lias  at- 
chieved.  Tiiat  he  did  not  duly  respect  himself  and 
maintain  the  high  reputation  to  which  he  was  at  one 
time  exalted,  f(n*  the  continuance  or  increase  of  his 
own  fame  and  the  service  of  liis  country,  is  a  subject 
of  just  lamentation:  but,  in  the  words  of  Doctor 
Johnson,  '*  wlirn  it  is  objected  that  much  is  omitted, 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  much  also  is   performed." 

Gen.  Ii^aton's  frequent  im])rudences  of  deport- 
ment have  induced  many  who  w  ere  but  little  acquaint- 
ed with  him  to  hold  but  a  mean  opinion  of  Iiis  abili- 
ties. His  conduct,  at  times,  was  such  as  to  iustifv 
among  strangers  the  entertaining  of  such  sentiments  ; 
l)ut  those  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  nini 
could  possibly  possess  no  other  than  an  exalted  opin- 
ion of  his  intellectual  [powers.  Instead  of  a  military, 
had  he  pursued  a  literary  course  ;  as  a  poet,  divine, 
statcman  or  oralfir,  he  would  have  had  few  competi- 
tors. 1  once  asked  him  Avhat  accident,  or  whether 
^ieli.bera^e  f^holce.  firs!  incifed  hh  desire  of  a  military 
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life.  He  told  me  it  was  the  perusal,  wlien  a  boy,  of 
an  0(1(1  volume  of  Plutarch's  Lives,  or  some  other 
military  biography,  which  directed  his  young  ambi- 
tion to  the  pursuit  of  glory  by  the  profession  of  arms. 
While  in  college  however  he  was  at  one  time  resolv- 
ed on  the  study  of  divinity  ;  and,  after  leaving  the 
University,  he  at  anotlior  time  determined  on  the 
study  of  law  :  for  which  purpose  he  entered  his 
name  in  an  Attorney's  office  at  Windsor  (Vt.)  and 
would  doubtless  have  persevered  had  he  been  disap- 
pointed in  his  application  for  a  commission  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

Among  his  loose  manuscripts  1  find  the  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated,  "  Ruins  of  Utica,  August  52d,  1799,"' 
directed  to  the  Rev'd  Doctor  Welch,  inclosing  a 
sermon  in  support  of  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul; 
from  which  a  few  extracts  are  here  made. 

*•'*  Reverend  and  Dear  Sir, 

IT  recurs  to  me  that  many  years  ago   1 
promised  you  to  '^be  a  minister."     ^'It  is  not  in  man 
that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps."      The  incidents 
which  have  marked  the  path  of  ray  life  since  I  thus 
plighted  myself,  no  human   penetration    could   have 
foreseen. — I  can  hardly  say  I  have   had   a  volition 
in  them.  I  should  then  have  thousiht  it  frantic  in  auv 
one  who  should  have  predicted  that  at  a  future  period 
I  should  date  a  letter  to  you  from  the  ruins  of  Utica, 
*^  Among  the  earliest  moments  of  my  beginning  to 
think,  the  Christian  religion  exhibited  to  a  mind,  de- 
sirous  of  immortal    life,     excellent  beauties,   and 
sublime  hopes  :  and   though    the  evolutions    of  my 
existence  hitlierto  have  afforded    fewer  proofs  of  this 
impression   than  the   sublimity  of  the  subject  should 
produce,  it  is  nevertheless  my  frequent,  though  secret 
theme.       *  ^-  ^ 

"  Placed  as  I  am  at  present  among  ruins  of  human 
enterpri«se  and  ambition   and  monumcnls   of  human 
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greatness,  which  lie  buried  beneath  the  waste  of  ma- 
ny thousand  years,  this  subject  iinposses  itself  on 
my  mind  with  new  solemnity  and  more  impatience  to 
believe.     *  *  * 

^^  Amona;  my  collegiate  manuscripts  I  find  something 
which  I  intended  as  the  base  of  a  sermon.  On  a  re- 
view, at  this  late  period,  I  recognize  the  thoiights  ; 
and,  incoherent  as  they  are,  I  give  them  to  you. 
You  will  find  little  in  them  but  the  riia])sody  of 
youth  :  but  I  have  neither  time  nor  means  to  give 
them  the  features  of  correct  argument.     '*^'  * 

^^  Because  priests  have  in  all  countries,  except  tiie 
United  States,  prostrated  our  religion  to  an  instru- 
ment of  oppression,  it  is  no  argument  against  the 
system.  What  good  institution  of  government  eith- 
er in  the  religious,  moral  or  political  world,  lias  not, 
in  the  hands  of  avaricious,  cruel  or  ambitious  men, 
undergone  the  same  violation  ?     ^  * 

^'  The  spotless  life  of  Jesus  is  as  great  a  miracle  as 
]iis  resuviection.  Who  ever  lived  as  he  lived  ? 
When  his  enemies  arraigned  him  at  the  tribunal 
Avhich  was  to  decide  on  life  and  death,  of  wliat  did 
they  accuse  1»im  ?  Not  of  one  moral  vice  !  The  Rom- 
an Governor  Avith  great  propriety  observes  ;  He 
found  no  fault  in  him.     *  *  * 

'^  W^lu'n.  among  his  adversaries,  we  find  a  man  who 
can  introduce  a  l)etter  system  for  a  rule  of  practice, 
and  give  us  examples  of  more  distinguished  virtue, 
•then  shall  we  be  safe  in  abandoning  the  Nazarine 
and  following  tiie  reformer.  But  it  so  happens  that 
tlie  more  a  v/ise  man  assimulates  liimself  in  disposi- 
tion and  practice  to  the  character  of  a  perfect  being, 
the  more  lie  resem])les  the  Mail  of  sorrow.  '  *  * 

'*  Do  we  ever  hear  a  dvins:  man  re2;ret  that  he  has 
lived  sohcrlij,  righfeonshf  and  Godli/,  in  the  world  ? 

'*  Our  system  establishes  a  iust  balance  between  the 
monnrchy  of  reaso])  and  tlie  anarchy  of  the  passions. 

"•*'  It  is  the  revelation  of  God,     *  * 

"  Mow  sliould  God  but  reveal  whut  he  has  so  deep- 
ly implanted  in  th?  Iniman  system  ?     "^  * 
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"  The  materialist  calls  it  pride.  But  his  very  la- 
bors prove  that  this  pride  exists  in  his  own  breast. — 
What  but  a  desire  of  being  immortalized  in  the 
memory  of  his  survivors  could  prompt  him  to 
the  laborious  task  of  blotting  out  the  hope  of  futurity, 
and  of  establisliius;  a- creed  altogether  useless  to 
mankind,  and  cruel  to  the  wretched  ?         *  ^- 

^^  What  is  ambition  ? — Why  are  monuments  erect- 
ed ?  Why  preserve  the  likeness  of  our  friends  ?  'Tis 
immortality. — Why  does  the  shepherd  carve  his 
name  in  the  green  bark  of  many  a  slirub  ?  -  Tis  im- 
mortality, though  he  knows  it  not.  *Tis  the  God  of 
nature  moving  in  his  breast.  *  * 

"  No  man  ever  desired  eternal  death  till  guilt  first 
made  him  shun  the  light,  and  pride  forbade  repen- 
tance. ^  '  *  «- 

*'  We  find  in  all  aqes  that  the  advocates  for  im- 
morlality  have  been  the  supporters    of  moral  virtue. 

"  If  we  cannot  find  argument,  in  natural  philoso- 
phy, to  support  the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  so  neither  can  we  to  prove  the  contrary.  - 

'^  If  tliose  who  have  placed  their  chief  good  in  tem- 
poral enjoyments  can  content  themselves  with  a  good 
so  ti-ansitory, — and  if  they  are  vrilling  to  Hatter  the 
'wicked  with  this  dark  sanctuary  of  guilt ;  it  is  nev- 
ertheless unkind  to  deprive  tiie  poor,  tiie  fov>,rn,  the 
faithful,  wlio  have  wandered  as  strangers  and  pii-^ 
grims  through  the  tribulations  of  this  world,  of  a  hope 
so  hosipitable  as  a  Savior's  bosom  ?  ^" 

^*  Dare  we  impeach  the  goodness  of  God  of  having 
prepared  no  reward  for  the  righteous  ? — Shall  the 
hone  of  the  iust  oerish?  ^  ^^ 

'^  It  will  make  tlie  burthen  of  life  eas}'  and  the  pii 
low  of  death  void  of  terrors.     These  are  advantages 
which  cannot  be  foiuid  in  speculative  philosophy. — 
They  are  precepts  which  the  workl  can  neither  give 
nor  lake  avvav.  *  * 

"  Philosophers  argue  that  tlie  decomposition  of  (he 
animal  system  returns  each  material  ])article  toils 
proper  element,     "Whv  will  not  tlie  arsroment  armlv 
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also  to  the  rational  principle  with  us  ?— Why  may 
not  even  philosophy  argue  that  this  also  shall  return 
to  its  original  source  ? — 

GrEN.  Eaton's  voice  in  public  speaking  was  loud 
and  distinct,  his  pronunciation  sh)w  and  impressive. 
Almost  hi«  only  exhibitions  of  public  elocution  were 
during  one  session  of  the  legislature  of  this  state: 
but  enough  was  then  discovered  to  warrant  the  be- 
lief that,  if  he  had  devoted  his  miud  to  the  forum  or 
the  pulpit,  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  best  of 
public  speakers. 

Of  poetry  he  was  fond  though  he  never  wrote 
mucli,  nor  was  his  poetical  reading  very  extensive. 
The  few  pieces  published  iu  this  volume  however 
discover  great  strength  of  mind  and  great  creative 
powers,  with  but  partial  cultivation.  In  a  volume 
of  his  journals  I  fiud  the  following 

ODE. 

When  God,  tlie  Architect  Supreme, 
At  first  conceived  the  amazing  scheme. 
From  chuos  and  eternal  night. 
To  call  up  order,  >vorlds  and  light, 
Deep  in  the  omniscient  mind,  the  plan 
On  fellowship  revolved  ;   when  manj 
liret.hed  from  his  own  existence,  stood 
A  beauteous  portrait  of  his  God  ; 
For  lovcj  for  social  joy  refined, 
To  every  social  joy  inclined. 

iilissf'jl  roll  the  moments  on  ; 

Glad'ning  eve  and  cheerful  ir.orn  ; 

Manly  friendship,  sacred  love, 

Eden's  peaceful  bowers  imptovc. 
But  envy  feU  assumed  control, 
And  ranc*ro'.3s  passions  seized  the  soul  ; 
Chaos  o'erw helmed  the  world  again  ; 
Confusion  re-assumcd  her  reign  ; 
Horror  o*evcast  the  affrighted  east  ; 
And  nature  trembled  to  the  west. 
Man  wept ;  accused  ;  exile  his  doom — 
A  friendless,  hopeless  vast  to  roam  ; 
Where  haic,  distrust,  revenge  and  blood. 
Effaced  the  image  of  his  God  ! 
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Deserts  drear  convey  no  charm>  j 

Every  rustling  leaf  alarms  : 

Jealous  thorns  to  love  sacceetl ; 

Friendsbip*s  vows  a  thistle  breed. 
With  pity  mov'd — the  Almighty  Mind 
Again  conceived  I   the  Lodge  ordained 
Resolved  on  this  eternal  base 
T'engrave  hia  name  ^restore  our  race  ; 
To  earth  give  radiance  from  its  day  ; 
Pour  on  the  bliud  its  visual  ray  ; 
Extend  its  orb  where  thought  extends  ; 
Nor  end  its  reign  till  nature  ends  : 
Bid  peace,  and  truth,  and  joy,  and  love 
Immortal,  round  its  centre  move. 

Happy  mortals  sahv  once  more 

Blissful  days  like  days  of  yore  ; 

Man,  to  ancient  faith  restored^ 

Resumed  the  image  of  his  God. 
Beamed  from  the  east  a  genial  ray  ; 
To  western  climates  winged  its  way  ; 
Found  out  fair  Freedom's  hemisphere, 
And  shone  a  Constellation  here. 
Approving  Heaven,  with  fostering  band, 
Gave  masons  triumph  through  this  land  ; 
And,  firmly  to  secure  our  craft 
From  bigot  rage,  and  envy's  shaft, 
Sent  a  Grand  Master,  Freedom's  son, 
The  God-like  patriot  Washington  I 

Brethren,  let's  hail  our  Washington, 

While  planets  through  their  orbits  run, 

And  ever  let  hisbirth-nighl  be 

Tons  an  annual  jubilee  — 
JVashington  City,  Feb.    10,    1804,      Comfiosed  for  the  celebra* 
iio?i  of  St.  GEORGE[WASHiNGTON]ar  Monson,  22d  inst.  by 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

These  few  specimens  of  his  poetry,  perhaps  near- 
ly all  he  ever  wrote,  though  sometimes  eccentric 
and  incorrect,  are  sufficient  to  prove  that  if  he  had 
followed  the  Muses  rather  than  Mars,  his  pursuit 
would  have  been  crowned  with  success. 

The  remark  of  tlie  Roman  Satirist,  nullum  nu- 
MEN  A  BEST  SI  SIT  Prude:ntia  :  110  deitij  is  absent 
where  ihere  is  Prudence  :  thouH:h  well  known  to  Ea- 
TON,    had  little  effect  on  his  deportment.     Few  men 
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had  less  gov eriimcat  over  the  unruly  member.  What 
he  thought  at  the  moment  was  generally  uttered  at 
the  moment,  without  regard  to  circumstances  or  con- 
sequences. So  imprudent  a  frankness  frequently 
generated  distaste  or  created  enemies. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  all  men  have  nearly  an 
equal  share  of  Vanity,  and  that  the  appellation  of 
modesty  and  egotism  are  bestowed  only  in  propor- 
tion to  the  circumspection  or  heedlessness  with  which 
that  Vanity  is  concealed  or  betrayed.  As  a  general 
rule  this  opinion  is  probably  correct.  Were  the  real 
sentiments  of  the  man  apparently  the  most  diffident 
displayed  to  universal  inspc(ftion,  we  should  hardly 
know  how  to  discriminate,  or  whom  not  to  pro- 
nounce externally  vain.  In  the  earlier  part  of  Ea- 
ton's life  he  was  no:  remarkable  for  arrogance  ;  per- 
haps not  till  his  return  from  the  Mediterranean  in 
1805,  when  in  addition  to  ordinary  approbation,  by 
many  he  was  be- plastered  with  the  most  extrava- 
gant adulation.  A\'ben  he  arrived  in  Riclnnond 
fVirglniaJon  his  way  from  Ilanijiton  to  the  seat  of 
Government  [..A  ar.  180i).]  the  Editor  of  one  of  tlie 
public  papers  there,  the  Enquirer,  a  man  of  ardent 
feelings  but  ot*  little  discrimination  and  less  genius, 
published  a  long  eulogy  of  childish  extravagance, 
which,  while  it  excited  a  snillc  with  men  of  discern- 
ment, was  swallowed  by  Eaton  with  greediness  and 
without  offence.  Other  papers  also,  desirous  of  ex- 
alting the  American  military  charycLer,  little  hesitat 
ed  at  any  extravagance  of  expression,  that  might  ex- 
alt him  or  the  reputation  of  Ills  country.  Anecdotes 
and  sketches  of  his  life  soon  circulated  in  iha  diiier- 
ent  periodical  publications,  which  were  not  without 
their  effect  on  his  mind.  Hence,  as  before  observed, 
probahly  arose  the  opposition  in  the  United  States' 
House  of  llepresentatives  to  his  receiving  a  medaf; 
for  from  this  time,  a  relation  of  his  own  exj>loits,  and 
anecdotes  of  his  own  life,  were  too  apt  in  all  compa- 
nies to  enirross  his  share  of  conversation  :  and,  from 
the  long  habit  of  commanding,    he   had  nccustomed 
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liiinself  to  assume  an  authoiitalive  tone  of  voice  and 
contraction  of  brow,  calculated  frequently  rather  to 
inspire  disgust  than  respect.  These  were  however 
often  laid  aside,  while  his  manners  were  §,entie,  his 
conversation  instructive,  his  humor  entertaining  and 
his  wit  brilliant. 

In  some  situations  of  life  more   than   others,   men 
are  liable  gradually  to  confirm   intemperate   habits 
perhaps  in  the  army  more  than  elsewhere  ;  when  the 
association  *)f  tiie  officers  is  constant,    books    scarce 
and  genteel  company  often  not  to  be  had.      To  shun 
the  taedium  vitae  of  a  peaceful  camp,  resort  is  there- 
fore had  to  tlic  diversions  of  the   card   table    or  the 
poisonous  promotion  of  temjiorary   hilarity.     Here, 
though  excesses  may  not  at  iirstlie   frequent,  habits 
are  by  degrees  formed  and  confirmed,  wliich  in  time 
become  too  powerful  for  Ihe  feeble  resolutions  of  the 
victim,  and  prematurely  drag  him  to   liis    '^  narrow 
dwelling.'^     It  is  belie  veil  that  Eatox  was    not  fre- 
quently the  slave   of  his  glass,   (ill   after  his  disap- 
])ointment  in  not   being    permitted   to   march  from 
Derne  to  Tripoli,  and  the  sufferings  of  his  sensibili- 
ty when  he  found  a  majority  of  the  Vigislature   of  his 
country  indisj)osed  to  I)estow  a  trilling  evidence    of 
their  respect  for  his  services.     His  pecnniary  aftairs 
were  at  this  time  also  embarrassed  by  the   delay    of 
payment  by  Congress    for  mone}^  expended  in   the 
])ublic  services.     A  writer  of  considerable  ingenuity 
and  excessive  severity  with  the  utmost  freedom    rid- 
iculed, in  a  public  paper  at  the   seat  of  government, 
his  pretentious   to  the  character  of  a  warior  or  hero, 
and  with  much  spleen  exposed  to  the   public   some 
traits  of  vanity    and    egotism  which  had  unguarded- 
ly been  exhibited  by  Eaton   in    a   private    circle. 
During  the  summer  of  I8O7,  there  were  many   who 
without  ground  considered  him  as  having  at  first  lis- 
tened with  pleasure  to  Burr,  intending  should   there 
be  a  prospect  of  success,  to  join  in  his    enterprise. 
During  the  trial  of  Burr  he  was  exposed  to  the  sar- 
casms and  severity  of  his  attornies,  particularly   the 
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celebrated  Mr.  Martin  ;  and,  by  cards  and  be  tting 
on  the  issue  of  the  trial,  he  lost  considerable  sums  of 
money.  He  had  certainly  expectations  of  a  high 
military  appointment,  which  were  continued  a  year  or 
two  but  defeated.  These  considerations  preying  on 
Ms  mind  depressed  his  spirits  and  tended  to  increase 
the  frequency  of  his  recurrence  to  the  deceitful  meth- 
od of  restoring  them  by  ruinous  indulgences.  His 
constitution  was  of  the  firmest  kind  ;  and  he  long  seem- 
ed unaware  of  the  inroads  he  was  making  upon  it. 
In  May  1808,  returning  from  Philadelphia  to  Brim- 
field,  his  stage  companion  was  his  old  friend  the  ven- 
erable American  Aristides^Mr.  Pickering.  On  the 
morning  of  his  arrival  home,  as  soon  as  he  entered 
the  room  with  his  fellow  traveller,  he  enquired  of  his 
8tep  son  who  was  chosen  to  the  next  General 
Court,  fully  confident  of  his  own  re-election.  The 
reply  was  given,  that  there  were  two  elected.  He 
eagerly  enquired  who  they  were.  On  being  inform- 
ed, his  countenance  bewrayed  his  disappointed  feel- 
ings. The  stage  stopped  but  a  few  moments,  and 
Mr.  Pickering  took  his  leave.  He  declared  he  liad 
taken  nothing  stronger  than  coffee  and  tea  for  five 
days,  and  intended  to  dismiss  forever  the  "  cursed 
slow  poison  "  as  he  called  it.  During  his  absence  his 
carriage  had  Ijcen  attached  for  debt.  He  appeared 
agitated  and  dejected,  and  shortly  after  took  a  walk 
to  a  neighboring  inn,  to  alleviate  his  sorrow.  Alas 
liuman  frailty  !  It  is  not  improbable  but  that,  had  he 
met,  on  his  return,  incidents  or  information  causing  a- 
greeable  sensations  instead  of  vexations,  he  might 
have  adhered  to  liis  determination,  and  have  been  at 
this  moment  an  honor  and  blessing  to  his  country. 
But  conjecture  is  useless,  and  regret  unavailing. 
He  several  times  decltu'ed  his  determination  to  change 
his  habits,  but  the  trial  of  one  or  two  days  rendered 
bis  resolutions  useless. 

There  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt  but  that  in  his 
younger  days  he  was  a  serious  and  zealous  believer 
in   the   Christian   religion.      His   letter  to   Doctor 
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Welciij  dated  on  the  ruius  of  Utica  in  1799^  discov- 
er how  much  his  mind  was  affected  Avith  religious 
contemplations,  though  some  expressions  indicate  his 
douhts  :  especially  where  he  speaks  of  his  ^'  impa- 
tience to  believe.''  In  another  place  he  observes  : 
^'  It  is  not  for  tlie  followers  of  Jesus  Ciirist  to  de- 
nounce vengeance  ai^ainst  those  men  who  soberly 
tbink  themselves  into  Tlieism.  Ciiristianity  for- 
bids it  :  and  the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan  gives 
us  a  striking  example  to  the  contrary.  We  cannot 
admit  therefore  that  the  zealots  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity  wlio  deal  chiefly  in  mystery,  and  who 
would  enforce  belief  chiefly  by  terror,  are  true  copy- 
ists from  tlieir  Benevolent  Master.'^  Yet,  wliatever 
migiit  have  been  his  opinions  till  within  a  few  years 
of  his  decease,  certain  it  is  that  for  several  of  his 
last  years  he  not  only  improAcd  opportunities  offer- 
ed, but  frequently  sought  them,  to  display  his  wit, 
his  ingenuity  or  knowledge,  in  attempts  to  weaken 
or  destroy  the  arguments  usually  offered  in  sup- 
port of  Christianity.  Ridicule  was  sometimes 
his  weapon  ;  at  others  he  made  use  of  manly  argu- 
ment;  j)articularly  endeavoring  to  invalidate  the 
miracles  related  in  the  old  and  new  Testam^entsby 
accounting  for  them  on  physical  principles  or  mis- 
statement of  facts.  His  acquaintance  with  the  man- 
ners and  customs  of  Palestine,  Egyp^'  and  Arabia, 
gave  him  some  advantages  in  debate  over  his  oppo- 
nents. I  have  seveval  times  heard  him  relate  the 
conversation  that  took  place  between  himself  and  the 
Mahometan  Mufti,  or  cliief  priest,  at  Tunis.  The 
Mufti  heard  his  relation  of  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  religion  and  liis  arguments  to  support  its 
divinity  as  well  as  superior  purity  and  sublimity  over 
the  J^tahometan  creed.  VVith  great  warmth  and 
zeal  he  then  endeavored  to  combat  his  creed  : 
andj  on  parting,  with  much  emotion  grasping  his 
hand,  Avith  a  f)roken  voice  and  streaming  eyes,  en 
treated  him  to  forsake  his  infidelity  and  fly  to  the 
true  faith,  believe  ia  the  Pronhet  and  save  his   soul. 
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Baton  fequeutly  mentioned  the  elleci  this  inter- 
view had  on  his  mind,  in  leading  him  to  a  belief 
that  the  mercy  of  the  Omniscient  was  equally  ex- 
tended to  the  moral  and  sincere  of  every  climate  and 
every  creed. 

Hopes,  fears,  doubts  and  expectations,  frequently 
agitated  his  mind,  with  regard  to  a  future  state.  A 
siiort  time  before  he  died^  the  la»t  time  of  his  being 
able  to  ride  abroad,  the  subject  of  a  future  state  being 
aceideutally  introduced,  I  asked  his  opinion.  With 
more  carelessness  or*'hidiffereneethanIhad  expected, 
he  spoke  of  the  dread  of  losing  life  common  to  most 
animals;  with  res[>ect  to  man  there  was  cause  for 
hope  of  future  existence,  but  no  positive  evidence. 
Formerly  his  hopes  appear  to  have  been  much 
stronger  ;  as  the  following  extract  will  evince. 

"  Since  the  creation  and  fall  of  man,  it  has  been 
the  conversation  of  the  thou2:htful  to  obtain  some  ev- 
idcnce,  some  rational  hope  of  existence  beyond  this 
span  of  life  :  because  without  such  a  l»ope  all  is  vis- 
ionary here.  From  the  first  moment  of  volition  the 
mind  is  put  in  pursuit  of  some  distant  object,  in  the 
possession  of  which  it  anticipates  rest  and  content- 
ment. That  object  attained,  it  perishes  in  the  enjoy- 
ment :  another  succeeds,  and  another  in  succession, 
till  death  arrests  liis  pursuit,  and  leaves  the  man  as 
if  lie  had  never  enjoyed  it,  seeming  to  mingle  Jiini 
with  original  chaos.  Eveiy  day  brought  conviction 
of  the  certainty  of  this  catastrophe,  and  admonished 
men  of  the  folly  of  ((vnfinin:;  the  whole  exercise  of 
ihe  soul  io  the  tiling?  of  a  world  so  transient  and  so 
visionary. — lie  dared  to  soar  and  hope  a  future  ex- 
istence. Contemplating  tlie  infinite  wisdom  display- 
ed in  the  construcUon  of  Jiimself — his  capacity  for 
enjoyment.  Ids  propensity  to  hope — his  instinctive 
dread  of  dissolution — his  inclinations  to  social  love, 
with  all  which  he  is  endowed  by  the  God  of  nature, 
lie  hu'jubly  soars  and  asks  his  great  Creator,  if  this 
be  all  a  fiction  ?  Is  there  no  distant  clime,  unseen  by 
mortal  eye,  to  v/hich  the  soul,  the  rational  principle 
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wiiiiiu  us,  sliall  emigrate,  and  find  that  fulness  for 
which  it  is  capacitated  ?  Reason  affirms  it^  but  ivlien 
or  ivhere  P  All  is  conjecture  until  revelation  expels 
the  doubts  and  bids  him  boldly  hope. — ''  The  prom- 
ises Avhich  were  first  revealed  to  the  fathers''  &c. 

**  And  life  and  immortality  were  brought  to  light"'  &c. 

''  If  man  be  wholly  mortal,  why  this  pageantry  of 
worlds  ?  Why  that  glorious  luminary  the  sun  ?  Was 
it  spoken  into  splendor  to  light  as  through  this  dark 
heathenous  world,  into  an  abyss  of  everlasting  night? 

'^  If  immortality  be  a  fiction,  then  Avliat  is  creation 
but  a  tragic  drama,  in  which  the  human  race  have 
thousands  of  years  been  wretched  actors  ;  God  him- 
self being  author  and  promoter  ? 

Is  it  then  that  we  are  involuntarily  brought  upon 
this  stage,  to  gaze  a  moment  in  astonishment  and  ad- 
miration on  the  stupendous  fabric  of  the  universe, 
and  then  to  close  our  eyes  in  eternal  blindness,  nev 
er  admitted  to  behold  and  pay  our  homage  to  the  A- 
dorable  Being  who  has  spoken  this  universe  into  ex- 
istence. It  should  requite  stronger  evidence  to  em- 
bolden us  to  accuse  the  Supreme  Intelligence  of 
this  farce,  than  to  justify  us  in  hoping  more  worthy- 
ly  of  him. — '^ 

^  The  RevM  Mr.  Fay,  the  Minister  of  the  town, 
called  to  see  him  as  a  neighbor.  Mentioning  thai 
probably  he  was  convinced  that  hl;^  mortal  exit  could 
not  be  long  deferred,  he  asked  him  if  he  was  ready 
to  exchange  worlds,  ^^  Oh,  yes,''  said  Eatox,  ^^  like 
a  jack  Tar  1  am  always  ready."  The  reply  appear- 
ed so  unbecoming  a  man  in  his  situation  \hat  Mr. 
Fay  pressed  tlie  subject  no  further.  Borne  time 
af^er,  being  about  to  retire,  Gkn.Eatox,  waving  his 
hand,  requested  him  to  sto]),  and  Informed  him'  that 
it  might  be  agreeable  to  the  family  lo  heo.v  a  prayer. 
Mr.  Fay  asked  Jiim  if  he  had  any  pajrticiilar  peti- 
titlons  to  offer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  He  replied 
thatl]e[Mr.  Fay] knevv  what  was  propex"  on  sncli 
occasions. 
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The  Rev'd  ClaA  Brown  of  Swanzey^  [N.  H.] 
formerly  a  settled  Minister  in  Brimtield^  being  in 
town  on  a  visit;  called  to  see  Gen.  Eaton.  x\fter 
casual  conversation  Mr.  Brown  expressed  a  hope 
that  his  reliance  on  the  intercession  of  a  Savior 
tvould  make  tranquil  his  last  moments  :  he  seemed 
to  assent  by  a  nod  of  his  head  ;  and  before  his  de- 
})arture  requested  liiui  to  pray  with  Jiim. 

Perhaps  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  about  two 
months  before  his  death  he  was  very  desirous  of 
having  his  childien  baptized,  to  show,  as  he  observ- 
ed, his  respect  for  tlie  Christian  religion  :  and  he 
made  application  to  Mr.  Fay  to  perform  the  duty. 
After  consulting  some  members  of  the  church  Mr. 
Fay  wrote  him  a  billet,  informing  him  that  his  long 
absence  from  communication  with  the  church,  and  his 
immoral  habits,  rendered  it  improper  to  perform  such 
service.  Gi:n.  Eaton  was  extremely  indignant  on 
receiving  the  letter. 

These  minutes  respecting  liis  religious  sentiments 
are  due  to  imj)arliaUty  and  truth.  AVhile  they  may 
gratify  curiosity,  they  cannot  justly  give  ottenceto 
any  one.  The  example  of  the  last  years  of  Gen. 
Eaton  can  give  no  triumph  nor  consolation  to  infi- 
delity. 

Generosity  was  one  of  tlie  most  distinguishing 
traits  of  Eaton's  character.  No  man  could  lake 
more  pleasure  than  he  in  acts  of  charity.  When  so 
reduced  t'.at  it  was  sonu^times  with  difficulty  that 
the  family  *^  could  provide  for  the  day  that  was  pass- 
ing over  theni/^  if  a  poor  neighbor  or  (raveHer  so- 
licited alms  or  assistajice,  he  was  ready  to  divide  the 
last  loaf  or  last  pound  of  meat.  This  generosity 
was  often  in  l/is  better  days  carried  to  excess.  Hay- 
ing  once  rode  in  a  public  stage  a  few  miles  he  en- 
quired of  tiu;  diiver  what  was  liis  demnrid.  ^*  A 
dollar/'  was  the  answer.  He  gave  him  an  eagle  and 
refused  change.  This  anecdote  stands  not  alone. 
Tn  his  house  he  was  ever  hospitable  or  profuse  :  an<l 
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he  delighted  in  giving  enteitainmeuts  to  his  towns- 
men, friends  and  strangei^s. 

He  was  seldom  backward  in  giving  to  enquirers 
anecdotes  of  his  military  life^  relations  of  his  travels^ 
marches  and  skirmishes,  or  a  history  of  the  manners, 
character  and  pursuits,  of  people  and  nations  with 
which  he  had  been  conversant. 

Between  2;ross  flattery  and  just  compliments  he  was 
but  an  indiierent  judge.  He  seldom  revolted  at  the 
most  barefaced  prodigality  of  praise.  Adulation 
was  generally  a  certain  passport  to  his  friendship  ; 
and  of  this  foible  advantage  was  sometimes  taken  for 
committing  depredations  on  his  property. 

He  was  never  rich.     He  held  the  commission  of 
a  Captain  in  the  army  when  he  married,  the   income 
of  which  was  not  more  than  sufficient   for   his  sup- 
port :  and  though  Mrs.  Eaton  was  left  by  her  form- 
er husband  in  agreeable  circumstances  her  property 
consisted  j)rincipally  of  real  estate.      While  he  was 
Consul  at  Tunis,  by  commercial  enterprise  and  exer- 
tion  he   acquired   considerable  property,  a  part  of 
which  he  soon  after  devoted  to   the  purchase  of  a- 
bout  forty  acres  of  excellent  land  near  tlie   meeting 
house  in  Brimfield,  and  to  the  erection  of  an  unnec- 
essarily large  house,  the  expense  of  which  was  little 
less  than  seven  thousand  dollars.      In  the    manae;e- 
ment  of  his  fiscal  concerns,  in  the   latter  part  of  his 
life,  he  was  careless,    extravagant   and   imprudent^ 
Depending  generally  on  others  for  the    execution  of 
his  ordeis  and  direction  of  his   agricultural  and  do- 
mestic concerns,  much  w^  wasted  by  profusion  and 
inattention,  and  mucli  was    dissipated  he   knew   not 
iiov7.     Liberal  to  excess,  his  doors   were  ever  open  : 
and,  ostentatious  in  his  hos])itality,  while  he  possess- 
ed the  means  of  gratification   he   delighted   in  dis- 
playing his  generosity.     In  brief,  for  a  considerable 
tiuie  he  lived  as  if  he  were  in  possession  of  a  princely 
estate  that  could  never  be  expended,  listening  to  no 
advice,   governed  by  no  considerations   of  futurity^ 
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cheeked  by  no  anticipations  of  inevitable    conse» 
qiiences. 

Of  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  given  him  by  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts  he  sold  one  moiety  in 
ilm  winter  of  1808,  at  Mty  cents  per  acre.  In  the 
summer  of  the  same  year  he  was  several  times  visit- 
ed by  the  sheriff :  and  before  the  autumn  of  1809 
most  of  his  property,  even  much  of  his  household 
furniture,  was  embarrassed  by  mortgage  and  convey- 
ance or  lost  at  the  fall  of  the  hammer.  He  was  too 
inattentive  to  avoid  costs  of  suit  by  ])revious  arrange- 
ment and  timely  provision  ;  hence,  in  addition  to 
the  expenses  of  prosecution,  much  property  was  sac- 
rificed for  but  a  portion  of  its  value.  His  circum- 
stances, as  Avell  as  his  credit,  health  and  character, 
might  at  any  time  have  been  retrieved  by  steadiness 
and  exertion  :  but  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  his 
embarrassments  seemed  his  indifference  to  the  world 
and  all  its  concerns. 

There  were  however  moments  when  he  felt  confi- 
dent of  being  shortly  able  to  surmount  his  difficulties 
and  abandon  his  propensities.  In  the  winter  of 
1809,  lone  evening  converised  with  him,  after  the 
family  had  retired,  till  a  late  hour  in  the  night.  His 
own  situation,  prospects  and  fears,  were  the  sul)iecli 
of  conversation,  jntiuduced  by  himself.  He  permit- 
ted me  to  say  what  1  pleased,  not  only  v/ithout  ap- 
parent offence,  but  with  cheerful  attention.  Af- 
ter a  full  and  uniuicrrupted  historical  dissertation 
on  his  merits,  atchievements,  disappointments,  hope* 
^c.  for  several  years  previous  ;  attributing  his  first 
recurrence  to  excess,  partly  to  the  gradual  increase 
of  a  cureless  habit,  but  [nincipally  to  the  ill  treat- 
ment he  had  received  from  the  general  administra- 
tion ;  I  dwelt  on  the  certainty  of  speedy  ruin,  without 
reformati(m  ;  on  the  easy  means  of  regaining  health 
and  reclaiming  credit,  peace  fortune  and  honor  :  but, 
more  than  all,  urged  him  to  consider  how  high  his 
name  still  stood,  and  how  pro])a])le  would  be  Ids  ad- 
vencement,  at  least  to  the  first  offices  in  the  gift  of  th<r 
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Stale.  He  sqiieezed  my  hand^  affected  even  to  tears^ 
tippiaiided  my  frankness  ;  and  repeatedly^  with, 
-mucli  warmth  of  asseveration,  expressed  his  deter- 
minalion  '^  to  be  a  man  ;  to  be  Eaton  again. '^ — En- 
tering his  room  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day^  he 
accosted  me  with,  *^^Grood  morning — say  what  yon 
please,  but — no  more  lecturing — Come,  take  with  me 
a  glass  of  spirit  and  water.'^ 

Such  was  his  indifference  and  inattention  to  his 
pecuniary  affairs  that  he  died  insolvent,  though  not 
much  in  debt,  debts  of  honor  so  called  not  being  con- 
sidered. 

From  a  candid  examination  of  all  the    circum- 
stances  and   documents  exhibited  in  thii>  volume,  I 
think  it  must  appear  evident  that  Eaton  was  treated 
with  great  duplicity  by  the  Administration,  m  ith  re- 
spect to  his  connexions  with  Hamet   the  Ex-Bash- 
aw.    His  letter  to  Col.  D wight  unfolds  facts   that 
testify  the  caution  of  Jeffersoh,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
throw  censure  on  Eaton,  if  tuisuecessful,    as  acting 
without  authority  ;  or  to  demand  credit,   if  success- 
ful, for  assistance  in  the  accomplishment   of  a   great 
design.     Why  Lear  was  so  anxious  to  make  a  treaty 
at  the  moment  when  in  all  human  probability,    with 
•proper   assistance   from  the  navy,  our   troo[)s   and 
such  as  might  easily  liave  been  procured    had    the 
fairest  prospect  of  getting  possession  of  Tripoli,  and 
v.nforc  lug  their  own   terms  of  adjustment;  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say  ;    but  for    the   reader  to  conjecture. 
■^*  At  present,^'  says  Lear  in  his  letter  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  giving  a  history  of  his  negotiation  with  the 
Bashaw,  "  I  confine  myself  to  the  subject  of  the  ne- 
gotiation and  treaty.     As  I  have  always  been  oppos^ 
ed  to  the  Egyptian  and  Derne    expedition,   I  shall 
say  nothing  on  that  subject,  especially  as  I   presume 
there  w  ill  he  full  communications  respecting  it  from 
other  quarters*' — Why  he  was   opposed   to  it,  no 
mention  is  made  :  but  what  can  be  more  plain   than 
that  the  success  of  Eaton  at  Derne  and  the  expec- 
4ation  of  his  threatened  conquest  of  Tripoli   an^J  es- 
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tablisliment  of  the  rightful  sovreign  in  place  of  his 
brother  the  usurper,  were  the  principal  causes  of  the 
treaty  ;  of  the  restoration  of  the  captives  ;  andprob-^ 
ably  of  the  saving  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  if  not 
of  millions,  by  procrastinating  the  war.  "  Eaton," 
said  an  able  officer  of  rank  then  commanding  in  the 
Navy  in  the  Mediterranean,^'  was  running  away  with 
the  honor  of  the  Tripolitan  war.  Between  an  army 
and  a  navy  jealousy  is  common.  What  had  the  na- 
vy done  long  before,  after  the  atchievment  of  Pre- 
ble ?  Hence  the  readiness  to  snatch  the  first  oppor- 
tunity for  a  peace.'* — 

Eaton  was  not  only  disappointed   at  the  fate    of 
the  Resolution  for  granting  him  a  medal  ;  but  prob- 
ably more  so,  in  not  receiving  some  more    subtautial 
evidence  of  his  country's  gratitude.     '^  How  many 
lives,  liow  much  money,"  says  he,   ''  has   the  peace 
saved  the  United  States  ?  Millions.    To  whom  is  the 
credit  due  ?  kxvA  do  y^u  refuse  a  bill  of  S40,000  ? — 
Impossible!"     I  know  not  why  the  sum  of  S40,000 
is  here  mentioned :    perhaps   he  expected  that,  in- 
stead of  a  bill  authorising  the   Department  of  State 
to  adjust  certain  disputable  items  in  his  account,  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  d(dlars  would  have  been  insert- 
ed  partly  as   payment  of    just  claims,   but  princi^ 
pall^y  as  a  reward  of  his   high  merit  and    services. 
He  certainly  expected  pecuniary  or  other  remunera- 
tion much  beyond  what  he  received.  Was  such  an  ex- 
pectation unreasonable  ?  By  uncommon  reward  for 
uncommon  merit  and  services  of  uncommon  national 
utilitv,  inducements  are  extended   to  the    ambitious 
and  enterprising,   for  the  accomplisliment  of  great, 
dangerous,  or  brilliant  atchievments,    not  less  con. 
ducive  to  the  glory  than  to  the  interest  of  the   state. 
The  ample  honors,  piomotions  and  rewards,  granted 
of  late  to  our  national  commanders,  who  have   aston- 
ished their  country  by  their  courage,  skill   and   con- 
quests, cannot  fail  of  rousing  a    spirit  of  emulation 
that  must  hereafter  increase  the  reputation  and  pros- 
oeritv  of  the  United  States,     How  difterent  was  the 
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ireatitient  of  Eaton  by  the  general  government. 
How  much  did  he  not  save  the  Uuited  States,  by 
the  plan  and  successful  execution  of  a  daring  and 
dangerous  enterprise,  much  superior  in  extent  and 
effect  to  any  of  the  late  naval  victories  ;  yet  what 
was  his  recompense  ?  Not  even  a  vote  of  thanks  ;  a 
stigma  the  more  bitter  from  the  long  agitation  of  the 
question  ;  no  promotion,  no  pecuniary  remunera- 
tion, but  delay  and  difficulty  even  in  obtainining  his 
just  dues. 

Gen,  Eaton  was  not  a  profound  scholar.  He 
however  read  much  and  tliouglit  much.  To  the 
Greek  language  he  paid  no  attention  after  leaving 
the  University  ;  to  the  Latin  but  little  :  the  French 
and  Italian  languages  he  could  read  with  ease  and 
speak  with  considerable  fluency.  History,  geogra- 
phy and  tactics  were  his  principal  studies  :  with  the 
former  he  was  much,  with  the  last  he  was  fully  ac- 
quainted. Military  parade  and  the  sound  of  the 
drum  and  the  fife  gi^atified  and  animated  him  to  the 
last. 

He  was  naturally  a  rhetorician.  Though  he 
scarcely  knew  by  name  a  figure  of  that  art,  he  used 
most  of  them  with  correctness.  His  language  was 
harmonious,  energetic^  and  correct  ;  as  his  official 
and  other  correspondence  evidently  testifies. 

Of  that  virtue  usually  called  public  spirit  he  had 
a  very  great  portion,  often  indeed  carrying  it  to  ex- 
cess by  expenditures  beyond  his  income.  The 
v/ellfare  and  improvement  of  the  town  in  which  he 
lived  engrossed  much  of  his  time,  and  much  of  his 
money. 

lu  his  deportment  towards  his  family,  and  others, 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  was  irregular  and  ca- 
pricious, sometimes  treating  them  with  affability  and 
gentleness,  and  sometimes  with  harshness,  sever 
ity,  and  great  rudeness  :  angry  at  one  time  witli 
out  a  motive,  and  pleased  at  another  without  a 
cause  :  hence  his  commands  were  often  foolish  or 
absurd,  of  course  neglected,  or  obeyed   from   terror 
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X'ather  ihmi  respect  or  affection.  Nothing  that  could 
be  effected  by  the  patience^  discretion^  good  sense 
and  singular  fortitude,  of  his  wife,  was  withheld,  to 
correct  his  irregularities  and  promote  his  comfort. 

In  his  pecuniary  dealings  he  appears  to  have  been 
govenied  by  principles  of  justice,  honoc:  anil' generos- 
ity. There  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  might  have  a- 
massed  a  considerable  fortune  while  Consul  at  Tu- 
rns, had  he  employed  the  many  opportunities  which 
were  there  afforded  for  robbing  his  government,  al- 
most without  the  possibility  of  detection.  How  easi- 
ly he  might  have  enriched  himself  may  be  learned  by 
referring  to  the  250th  page  of  this  volume.  Few  in- 
deed w  ould  have  neglected  the  fair  opportunity  he 
had  of  securing  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  by  the 
purchase  of  the  six  Danish  vessels  at  one  third  their 
value.  He  restored  them  at  their  cost.  The  rea- 
sons for  which,  given  in  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Eaton,  do 
honor  to  his  feelings. — ^'  Ask  you  why  ?  Because 
tliere  is  more  pleasure  in  being  generous  than  rich. 
•Wan  wants  but  little,  not  that  little  long.  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  seing  eighty  six  unhappy  cap- 
tives embark  iti  these  vessels,  and  shape  tlieir  course 
for  their  native  country.'^ 

Gen.  Eaton  was  about  iive  feet  eight  inches  in 
height  :  of  a  fair  complexion,  inclining  to  ruddiness  : 
liis  eyrcs  large  and  blue,  expressive  of  energy,  pene- 
tration and  authority,  impatience  and  di&quietude  : 
]]is  nose  of  the  ordinary  size  and  shape  :  his  mouth 
iaV:ge  ;  his  lips  full  but  not  swelling  :  his  eye  bones 
uncommonly  large,  and  his  forehead  immediately  a- 
bove  remarkably  retreating,  then  raised  to  the  ordi- 
narv  hei2;lit.  His  whole  countenance  announced  vis;- 
or,  dignity  and  command  ;  but,  especially  in  )iis 
last  years,  more  their  assuraptiou  than  native  pos- 
session. 

He  loft  five  Children  ;  three  fine  daughters,  figed, 
at  his  death,  about  sixteen,  fourteen  and  twelve  ; 
and  two  sprightly  boys,  about  six  and  four  years  of 
ace. 
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From  the  noorks  of  the  late  Robert  Treat  Paine^  E^q. 

ODE. 

Written  for,  and  sung  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  Gen.  Eaton 
Fire  Society,  January  14,   1808. 

*      'tune "  GOD    SAVE    THE    KING,^* 

Bljest  be  the  sacred  fire, 
Whose  beams  the  man  inspire, 

Panting  for  praise  \ 
Renown  her  laurel  rears, 
Not  in  a  nation *s  tears, 
But  in  the  Sun,  that  cheers 

Her  hero's  bays. 

In  Afric's  cells  confined, 
Columbia's  sons  had  pined, 

'Mid  hopeless  gloom  - 
By  native  land  forgot. 
By  friend  '•  remembered  not," 
They  delved  their  captive  spot, 

And  hailed  their  tomb  ! 

Who,  for  ^.he  brave,  could  feel  ^ 
Who  warm,  with  patriot  zeal, 

Their  country's  veins  ? 
Eaton,  a  glorious  name  I 
Struck,  from  the  flint  of  fame, 
A  spark,  Avhobe  chymick  flame 

Dissolved  their  chains. 

O'er  Lybia's  desert  sands. 
He  led  his  venturous  bands. 

Hovering  to  save  ; 
Where  Fame  her  wings  ne'er  spread 
O'er  Alexander's  head. 
Where  Caio  bowed  and  b?ed 

On  glory's  grave. 

Though  earth  no  fountain  yields 
Arabs  their  poignarrds  wield, 

Famine  appal ; 
Eaton  all  danger  braves. 
Fierce  while  the  battle  raves, 
Columbia's  Standard  waves. 

On  Derne's  proud  wall, 
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Long  to  the  brave  be  given 
The  best  reward  of  Heaven, 

On  earth  beneath  ! 
His  country's  Spartan  pride, 
To  honest  fame  alHed, 
No  serpent  e'er  shall  glide 

Under  his  wreath. 

Blest  be  the  sacred  fire, 
Whose  beams  the  man  inspire, 

Panting  for  praise  ! 
"Renown  her  laurel  rears, 
Net  in  a  nation's  tears, 
But  in  the  Sun,  that  cheers 
Her  Hero's  bays. 

Extract  from  a  very  meritorious  Poem  delivered  before  the 
Washington  Benevolent  Society  in  Ncjuburyfiorty  October 
27th,  1812,  by  John  Pierpont,  Esq.. 

Then^  nay  since  then,  while  yet  a  twilight  grey 
Gave  to  our  eyes  the  parting  beams  of  day, — 
For,  when  our  sun,  *  our  i^lory  sunk  to  rest, 
He  fringed  with  gold  the  curtains  of  the  west. 
And  poured  a  lustre  on  the  world  behind, 
That  faded,  as  the  mighty  orb  declined  ; — 
Our  eagle,  soaring  with  unwearied  flij^ht. 
Mid  clouds  t'cnjoy  the  last  faint  glcarn  of  light, 
With  piercing  eye  glanced  o'er  the  wat'ry  waste, 
And  saw  her  flag  by  Mussulmen  dis^t'-ced  ;  ^ 

Nay — heard  her  child!  en  en  Numidia's  plains, 
Sigh  for  their  homes,  and  clank  Abdallah*s  chains  : 
The  gcn'rons  bird  at  ihat  incensing  view, 
Caught  from  the  clouds  her  thunder  as  she  fiew, 
With  dreadful  shriek  alarwicd  the  guilty  coast. 
And  launched  the  bolt  on  CaramelWH  host — : 
Crescents  and  turbans  sunk  in  wild  dismay  ; 
The  TurkisJi  soul,  indignant,  left  its  clay, — 
Though  to  the  brave,  a  rich  reward  is  given, 
The  arms  oi Houris^  and  the  bowers  oUicaven — 
And  Eaton  trod  in  triumph  o  er  his  foe, 
Where  once  fought  Hannibal  and  Scipio. 
*  Washington. 

There  is  an  error  in  the  10th  page  of  thisvolume  :  the  nanieof  Gen. 
Baton's  father  was  Nathaniel,  instead  of  Nathan* 
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